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REPORT 

OP THB 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



WAsniNGTON, September SO, 1908. 

Gentlemen: The people of Washington appreciate more stron<rly 
and utilize more thoroughly every year the opportunities oflfered 
by the Public Library. The home circulation m the year ended 
July 1, 1908, exceeded half a million volumes and the attendance in 
the adult reading rooms was nearly 150,000, an increase in each case 
of about 9 per cent. 

In number of volumes, the library has passed the 100,000 mark, 
the figure suggested as measuring the probable future size of the col- 
lection by the law of June 3, 1896, creating the Public Library, which 
provided that in any municipal buildin<j to- be thereafter erected 
in the District suitable provision should be made for the library 
and reading room sufficient to accommodate not less than 100,000 
volumes. 

Through the enterprise and energy of the librarian and his assist- 
ants, the library has made notable advances in the fields which it 
occupies almost exclusively, and to fill which it was created. Atten- 
tion nas already been called to the steady growth in home circulation 
which has been accompanied by a marked reduction in the percentage 
of fiction circulated, indicating an improvement in the quality as 
well as an increase of the quantity of its circulation. 

The open-shelf facilities of the library have been much enlarged 
and broadened in scope so as to cover not merely fiction, but many 
')ther branches of literature, including a new useful arts and science 
department ; and the popularity and usefulness of the library have been 
correspondingly increased. 

The work among the children and in the schools has also notably 
developed. The new children's room has been opened, twice the size 
of the old; a school duplicate collection of books for home circulation 
through the grades has been established and a beginning made in 
school visiting by library assistants. The children's department 
circulation for the year exceeded 100,000. 

In the popular circulation of books, in the open-shelf, school, and 
children's work the Public Library occupies fields untouched by the 

freat national reference collection of the Library of Congress, and 
as already fully vindicated by its usefulness in these fields and its 
benefits to the public the wisdom of its establishment by Congress. \ 

\ NATIONAL CIRCULATING LIBRABT 

The miscellaneous circulating books in the departments and 
bureaus of the Government are beginning, under wise legislation 
which has been enacted, to flow into the Public Library; the uncopy- 
righted duplicates of this class of books in the Library of Congress are 



8 REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

likewise being turned over to it, and in course of time also the copy- 
righted duphcates of deposit volumes will, it is believed, be trans- 
ferred to the Public Library, making it more and more the worthy 
supplement as a national circulating library of the great reference 
collection of the Library of Congress. 

"f Gifts and transfers of books from the government bureaus and the 
National Library, numerous and valuable as they already are and 
may become, do not obviate the necessity for a more adequate fund 
for the purchase of books to meet the demands of the community. 
It is important that the appropriation for this purpose be made 
$15,000 annually. The special appropriation for the first stocking 
of the library is long since exhausted and the desk fund is so reduced 
that in the face of constantly increasing use of the library the funds 
available for book purchases have been smaller than in the year 
preceding during each of the last three years. The trustees earn- 
nestly recommend this increased fund for books, as well as appropria- 
tions for a larger and better-paid force, in accordance with the 
estimates. 

BRANCH LIBRARIES. 

The wonderful growth in public use of the central library, far out- 
stripping the increase in number of volum3s and in size of library 
force, make such strong and reasonable (bmands upon the funcfs 
available for library maintenance that evidently years must pass 
before the main library will be so strengthened and equipped as to 
meet fully and satisfactorily- the public dc^mands upon it and to 
permit the diversion of funcfs necessary to branch library extension 
on a large scale. Development of the main library will for the next 
year and for several years almost monopolize attention; but while it 
will not be practicable in the near future to do much in the actual 
building and maintenance of branch libraries, it will be the height of 
folly for those to whose care the library's interests are intrusted to 
neglect to seize the opportunity offeree! by Mr. Andrew Carnegie to 
secure at this time an ample building fund available for such branches 
whenever in the future they may be needed and whenever the Dis- 
trict is, in the opinion of Con^jress, able to maintain them. Mr. Car- 
negie in 1003 offered in addition to his gift of the present Public 
Library building to give whatever amount of monr^y was necessary 
(estimated at $350,000 or more) to build branch libraries in the Dis- 
trict from time to time when called upon so to do by the trustees of 
the library, such branches to be maintained like the main library 
by municipal appropriation. This offer is still outstanding but 
unaccepted. At every session since 1903 the trustees have endeav- 
ored to get from Ccmgress — the District's national, state, and city 
legislature all in one — such action as would be equivalent to accept- 
ance of the offer and would render the branch building fund available, 
however long the limited financial means of the District and the 
necessity of first fully developing the central library might postpone 
the actual erection oi branches. 

In response to the representations of the trustees, the District Com- 
mittee of the House ol Representatives reported favorably and .the 
House passed the following bill (H. R. 14048, 68th Cong.) 

Be it enacted, etc., That the CommifiBionerB o! the District of Columbia be, and they 
are hereby, authorised to accept from Mr. Andrew Caroeeie such dooations as he may 
from time to time make for the purpose of erecting such branch library buildingB 
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in the District of Columibia as the Raid CommiB?ioDer8 and the said library trustees 
may approve; and to accept also from time to time conveyance of unincumbered 
land deemed desirable by said Commissioners and trustees as the site or sites of such 
branch library build in£^; and to serve as three members of a commission of five, of 
which the president of the library trustees and the librarian of the public library 
shall be the additional members, to supervise the erection of said branch library 
buildings: Providtd, That such branch library buildingM shall not be opened for 
public use until ( on<ijreas shall hereafter provide for the nocet«ary expentiec» of main- 
tain in<; said branch library or libraries as the same shall from time to time be com- 
pleted and ready for such use. 

It failed, however, to receive favorable action in the Senate, and in 
the library trustees' report of June 30, 1904, the following reasons 
for this failure were suggested: 

The opposition to the measure in the Senate was based upon an indisposition to 
authorize by implication any undefined branch -library expenditures which mij^ht 
by any possibility under the 10 per cent maintenance condition of Mr. Carnegie's 
donation, impose an onerous buraen upon both local and national taxpayers. The 
fact that the primary' need of the present is the proper develoj)ment of the main library 
and that branch-building expansion, with the accompanying burdens of maintenance, 
must, even if authorized, be postponed in execution until the future has been and is 
thoroughly appreciated by the Commissioners and the library trustees, and it is not 
believed that, if the power to specify the time of branch-library extension had been 
confided to them, any evil could po.-^sibly have resulted from the general acceptance 
of Mr, Carnegie's offer of funds to be available for the erection of branch -library build- 
ings at any date or dates in the future when the District could afford to maintain 
them. Congress has, however, indicated its unwillingness to authorize broadly this 
general acceptance of the offer, and it will be necessary to seek authority separately 
in every instance to accept the exact amount required to build some specified branch- 
library building if and when the District feels that it c^n afford to pay or guarantee in 
that particular case the 10 per cent maintenance. 

In accordance with the su«:o:c3tion of the last sentence of the above 
quotation, the trustees, having vainly asked from Congress general 
authority to accept Mr. Carnegie's offer, sought acceptance of the 
offer in reapsct to a single branch. The bill as submitted by them 
on these lines was passed by the Senate June 18, 1903, and reads 
as follows: 

AN ACT To authorlie the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to accept donations of money and 
lani for the establishment of a branch library In the District of Columbia, to establish a commission to 
suf>crvlse the erection Of a branch library bulldln.; in said District, and tn nrovide for the suitable main- 
tenance of said branch. 

Be it enacted b'f the Senate and flouse of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress as^emhhdy That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to accept from Andrew Carnegie a donation not exceeding 
thirty thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting; a suitable branch library buijding 
at Takoma Park, subject to the approval of the Commissioners and the public library 
trustees, and to accept conveyance of unincumbered land considered suitable by the 
said Commissioners and library trustees as a site for a branch library for Takoma Park. 
And authority is hereby conferred upon a commission, to consist of the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia, the chairman of the committee on branch libraries of the 
library trustees, and the librarian of the Washington Public Library to supervise the 
erection of said branch library building: Provided, That such branch library building 
shall not be opened for public use until Congress shall hereafter provide for the neces- 
sary expenses of maintaining said branch library when the same shall be completed 
and ready for such use. 

Takoma Park was selected as the location of the first branch 
library (1) on account of its remoteness from the central library, and 
(2) on account of the excellent site for a library building which pub- 
lic-spirited citizens of the suburb have bought and donated for this 
public use. 

The bill thus passed by the Senate died in the House District Com- 
mittee in the Fifty-ninth Congress. It was later submitted to the 
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present Confess; again passed by the Senate and is again appar- 
ently dying m the Distnct Committee, which seems to nesitate to 
give to the House of the Sixtieth Congress the opportunity to pass 
upon a proposition which the House of the Fifty-eighth Congress on 
even broader lines approved. 

The trustees appeal for hearty public cooperation in a vigorous 
eflfort to pass through the House District Committee and m the 
House at the approaching session of Congress this bill, already ap- 
proved by the Senate of this Congress and accepted in principle by 
the House of the Fifty-eighth Congress. 

Until the central library is adequately developed and sustained, 
the work of establishinjg branches will proceed slowly, since it is 
clearly unwise at this time and will be m the immediate future to 
drain strength from the central library for the sake of outlying 
branches. It is highly desirable, however, that prompt action be 
taken to accept Mr. Carnegie's offer and to make a practical begin- 
ning in the branch library work to the end that the necessary funds 
may be set apart to meet the cost of building these branches, when- 
ever from time to time in the future they may be needed. 

If the legislation fails in this Congress, the proposed donation 
(estimated at $350,000 or more) will doubtless lapse. 

The trustees, speaking, it is believed, for the whole community, 
will appeal to the House District Committee to take prompt action 
upon tnis measure; to approve it if they will, but in anv event to 
bring it before the House, so that there mav be an end or this game 
of legislative battledore and shuttlecock played by the House end 
Senate for four years in respect to this proposition. This session 
should bring final action by the District's legislature, either accepting 
or rejecting Mr. Carnegie's public-spirited offer. 

LIBBABT ESTIMATES FOB NEXT YEAR 

The Public Library estimates for 1909-10, as submitted bv the 
library trustees to the Commissioners of the District, are as follows: 

Estimates for 1909-10. 



UDRART AND OUIiJ>INO FORCE. 

Librarian 

NOTK.— The tnistces believe that the salary of the librarian should be fixed 
ultimately at S5.ono per annum. This sum will bo required In order to make 
the salary commensurate with the services rendered and to put it on a par 
with the salaries paid to chief librarians of other municipal libraries of equal 
rank. 

Assistant librarian 

Note.— The estimated sum is required in order to retain an olBcer of suf- 
fldont abllitv to perform the administrative duties of this position. 

Chief, clrculatmf! department 

Note.— The responsibilities of the position require that the salary should be 
Increased to the amount originally esUmatod for it. 

Children's librarian 

Note.— The largely increased responsible work of this department which 
results from opening the children's room in the basement Justifies this increase 
of salary. 

Librarian's secretary 

Note.— The resixmsibilittcs of the position of business offlcer or chief clerk 
lequiro that it be Increased to the amount originally estimated. 

Reference librarian 

Note.— The nowth of the work of this department and the quality of the 
aenrioe randerea ivqulii^thls loerease for Its chleL 



Appropria- 
tion 1908-9. 



Estimates 
1909-10. 



$3,250 



1,500 I 

1,200 

1,000 

900 
1»000 



KOOO 



1,800 
1,600 
1,900 

1,000 
l,tOO 
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EsHmaieifor 1909-10— ContinvLed. 



UBBART AND BUiLDiNO voBcs— Continued. 



Chief of the order departnien t 

NoTC— The volume and complexity of the book<order work require an ade- 
quately paid chief having business ability and Imow ledge of books, their prices, 
etc. 

Chief, useful arts departmcn t 

Note.— The success of this new department and the importance of the service 
Justify and require a well-educated and trained cliief. 

Chief, schools and stations department 

Note.— The growth and Importance of these activities require that they 
sliould he placed in charce of a separate odloer. 

Municipal reference lllirarian 

Note.— The (Commissioners desire that the important work of collecting and 
indexing material r^rarciinc municipal administration be systematically under- 
takrn at the District building. This should be carried on as a branch of the 
Public Llbmry. 

Assistant 

Three assistants, at $900 each 

Note.— One new assistant at this salary Is needed to be first assistant in 
the circulating (ieparlnicnt. As the hours during which the department is 
otien are long, the first assistant must approximate the chief in admlnlstniiive 
altillty . A not her assistant of this grade is needed to take ctmrgo of the periodi- 
cate department. 

Four assistants, at $720 each 

Blx assistants, at $720 each , 

Note.— One of these new assistants Is needed to supervise the bindery work 
and one as first assistant In the book-order department. 

Four assistants, at $<KX) each 

Fivu assistants, at $«00 each , 

Note.— The extra ttislstant at this rate is needed in the schools and stations 
department. 

Three assistants, at $540 each , 

Copyist 



»: 



Chief, catalogue department , 

Note.— The volume and grade of work that Is being done require an ofilcer 
of high technical skill and good administrative abilitv to cofte with it. A r least 
15 cataloguers holding subordinate positions in locid ilbrarlos receive as much 
as, or more than, the estimated salary. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Note.— In order to keep airrcnt cataloguing work up to date and to Issue 
bulletins and class catalogues, this increase in the catalogue force is needed. 

Cataloguer , 

1)0 



Three temporary catalocuers. at $540 each 

Three cataloguers, at $r>40 each 

Note.— To cut these cutailoguers out because called "temporary" would 

demoralize the work of the library. There is no prospect that they can l>e 

spared, and they should appear In Uie appropriation as a part of the permanent 

force. 

Stenographer and typewriier 

Two assistants, at $480 each 

Two attendants, at $^500 each 

Note.— The increasing work of the issue department and the importance of 

nisine the quality of the service make necessary these positions. 

Fl ve attendants, at $540 each 

Five attendants, at $480 each 

Collator 



Appropria- 
tion 1008-0. 



Note.— This is the only position on the library staff proper.exclusive of build- 
ing force and pa$res. paying less than $480. The quality of the work exacted 
requires the increase in salary. 

Two messengers, at $480 each 

Ten pages, at$3roeach 

Two Janitors, at $480 each 

Engineer 



Note.— The services of the intelligent man now holding this position are so 
valuable to the library as to jostify the further increase recommended last year 
and repeated here. 
Fireman 



ITV'orkman 

Note.— The man holding this position Is. hecaase of his mechanical ability, 
so valuable to the library as to Justify better payment for his strvioea. 

Library guard 

Two Cloakroom attendants, at S30O each 

Six charwomen, at $180 MOD 



Estimates 
1000-10. 



$000 



2,880 



2,400 



1,(520 
480 



000 



720 

600 

1,620 



720 
000 



2,700 

2,400 

SCO 



060 
8,000 

e()0 

1,080 



720 
480 



720 

720 

1,060 



$1,200 

1,200 
1,000 
1,200 



2,700 



4,820 



3,000 



1,620 
480 
1,600. 



000 
840 



720 
600 

'i,'626 



720 

IMO 

1,200 



2,700 

2,400 

480 



060 
8,600 

OGO 
1,200 



720 
600 



720 

720 

1,060 
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Estimates for 1909-10— Continuod. 



SPEHAL SERVICES. 

For the emploympnt of substitutes and other special and temporary service, at 

the discretion of the librarian, to continue available until expended , 

Note.— Thp library service Is often crippled by the present Impossibility of 
employing substitutes clurinK the illness of regular employees or of increasing 
the force to take care of any special stress of work. 
For Weep inpthp library open 52 Sundays, 2 to 9 p. m..; 5holidays 9a, m. to9p. m.; 
and for extra st*r vices on Saturday afternoons in July. August, and SepteniWr. . , 
Note.— The present nm-ropriation is not .sufTicient to provide for the home 
circulation of books on Sundays. This is regarded as desirable. 

BOOKS, BINDING, CONTINGENT, ETC. 

For purchase of books 

Note.— The increase is required to meet demands caused by the rapid In- 
crease in circulation, the need of extensive duplication, the demand for many 
technological books, the desirability of extending the system of circulation 
throiiL'h the schools, the increased cost of books, and the need of extending the 
periodical list. 

For binding 

Note.— The Increase In circulation and the Increasinglypoorquality of pub- 
lishers' bindings render the increased amoimt necessary. 
For fuel, lighting, fitting up building, purchase and maintenance of transporta- 
tion vehicles, and other contin»rent expenses 

Note.— The use of greater portions of the building requires increased fuel and 
lights and larger expenditures for new equipment and aller.itions. The ex- 

fiandint' workof thelibrarv requiresincreased quantities of nil kinds of supplies. 
I is desirous to print more bulletins, reference lists, and catalocues. DeliNeries 
of books to schools, stations, etc., require funds for transportation expenses. 



Appropria- 
tion 1908-0. 



Esti mutes 
1909-10. 



$1,700 



SI, 000 



2,500 



7,500 



15,000 



3,500 



7,500 i 



4,000 



8,000 



Kcw officers asked for: 

Chief, order department $1, 200 

Chief, useful arts department 1, 200 

Chief, schools and stations department 1, 000 

Municipal reference librarian 1,200 

Chief, catalogue department 1, 500 

Catalosuer. 840 

Two assistants, at $f)00 each 1,800 

Two assidtanta, at ?720 each 1, 440 

Assistant 600 

Two attendants, at $600 each 1, 200 

$11,980 

Increases of salaries asked for: 

Librarian 750 

Assistant librarian 300 

Librarian's se^^retary 1 00 

Reference librarian 200 

Children's librarian 200 

Chief, circulating denartment 300 

Collator .' 120 

Encjineer 1 20 

Workman 120 

2, 210 

Other increases asked for: 

Employment of substitutes and other temporary service (new item) 1, OOO 

Sunday openinjr 800 

Purcha.se of books 7, 500 

Binding: 500 

Contingent fund 500 

Total increoKs asked for 24, 490 

Theodore W. No yes, 
President of Library Trustees. 

The'^COBfMISSIONERS op THE DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA. 



Public Library DIrtrJct nl Columbia, 1908. 




.-^i^-A^o0<r<y 



AINSWOETH SAND SPOFFOBD. 

(Trustee 1896-1908.) 

On Aufirust 11, 1908, occurred the death of Dr. A. U. Spofford, a 
trustee of the Public Library since August 20, 1896. At a special 
meeting: of the library trustees held on October 2 the following 
resolutions were adopted: 

Since the last meetinc: of the trustees of the Public Library of the 
District of Columbia Ainsworth Rand Spofford, LL. D., a member 
of the board practically from its orp:anization, has been removed by 
death from further participation in their councils. 

Doctor SpoiTord broue^ht to the service of the Public Library in its 
infancy a. marvelously broad and exact knowleds^e of books and their 
contents and a fine and keen appreciation of and catholic taste in 
literature. As chairman of the committee on books from the estab- 
lishment of the library he exercised a stronfi: influence in determining 
the character of the book collection as an ap:ent of popular education, 
by the formulation of p:enernl policies, by dravinpr up lists for pur- 
chase, and by almost daily countersi^ature of book orders. Never 
absent from the meetings of the trustees, except ^vhen detained by 
illness, he always gave of Kis best, and that was founded on sounci 
judgment and ripe experience. 

When appointed to the board he was Librarian of Congress. His 
remarkable career in that office and later in that of Chief Assistant 
Ijibrarian; his services to legislators and to literary workei*s; his own 
contributions to literature; his large responsibility in bringing about 
the erection of the Congressional Library building — these are all 
matters of common kno^^ ledge throughout the literary world. 

He was also long known to the members of tliis board as one of the 
oldest and most highly honored of public servants; he was one of the 
most conspicuous figures in the literary and scientific circles of the 
capital, w here he shone as delightful conversationalist, ready debater, 
and polished and forceful essayist: he was a genial and courtly host 
and ever a fine gentleman of the old school; as citizen, neighbor, and 
friend he was upright and honorable, devoted and loyal. 

The Public Library trustees desire to express their appreciation of 
his long, devoted, and valued services to the library and their admira- 
tion of his high character, and to place upon record this testimonial 
of their grief at his removal from their councils and from his ac- 
customed place in the community. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that this expression of their esteem and 
regard for him be entered upon the mmutes of the Public Library 
trustees and that a copy, prDperly transcribed, be transmitted to the 
surviving family of Doctor Spofford. 



BEFOET OF THE LTBRABTAN, 

Washington, D. C, August 10, 190S 

Gentlemen: The librarian has the honor to submit his report for 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1908, covering the fourth year of his 
service. 

Hampering conditions continue to postpone the full development 
of an institution planted in an exceptionally intelligent community, 
whose citizens eagerly take advantage of all extensions of library 
facilities. Instead, tnerefore, of being able rapidly to develop a com- 
plete public library svstem worthv of the National Capital, the library 
work has thus far, oy reason of insufiicient appropriations, practi- 
cally been limited to what can be done in the central building, and 
even that has not yet been fully occupied. With these limitations 
the past year has been one of steady and substantial progress. The 
book collection has passed the 100,000 mark; the home circulation 
has exceeded half a million volumes; the children's department 
circulation is now more than 100,000; and the attendance in the 
adult reading rooms was nearly 150,000. Among the forward .steps 
taken were the following: The opening of a new children's room, twice 
the size of the former one ; the opening of the new useful arts and science 
department; the establishment of a small but efficient school dupli- 
cate collection of books for home circulation through the grades; the 
bepnning of school visiting by library assistants, productive of a 
spirit of cooperation between tne two local public educational agents; 
tne circulation of more than 17,000 mounted pictures, chiefly among 
the public-school teachers, and the establishment, with citizen coop- 
eration, of a small collection of perforated rolls for use in automatic 
piano players. 

The report of the librarian is designed to treat briefly the activities 
of the library. Appended are the reports of the chiefs of the various 
library departments, in which are given with greater detail accounts 
of the workings of tne various branches of the service. 

HOME CIKCULATION OP BOOKS. 

As usual^ first place is given in this report to the home circulation 
of books, smce this service is the largest and most essential one ren- 
dered to the community by this library. The total figures for the 
last year are 505,476 volumes. Of tliis number 476,293 volumes 
were issued from the central library, 22,580 from the 8 deposit sta- 
tions and 1 playground, and 6,603 from duplicates sent to tne public 
schools. 

Comparative figures of circulation for the last five years are as fol- 
lows: For 1903-4, 278,188; for 1904-5, 353,496; for 1905-6, 433,096; 
for 1906-7, 481,463, and for 1907-8, 505,476. The home circula- 
tion has therefore nearly doubled in four years. The increase of the 
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past year over that of 1906-7 is 5 per cent. In this connection it is 
only fair to point out that the library was closed eleven days in Jan- 
uary by order of the district health officer, because of the discovery 
of a case of smallpox in the library staff. Except for this closing 
during one of the months of most active circulation, it is reasonable 
to assume that the total circulation for the year would have been 
about 526,000. This is estimated on the average circulation during 
the days of Januarv that the Ubrarv was open. On this basis, con- 
sidering that the library was open for circulation three hundred and 
one days in 1907-8, compared with three hundred and ten in 1906-7, 
the circulation of the last year actually increased at the rate of 9 per 
cent oyer the previous year. Increase in the quantity of the circu- 
lation is perhaps better shown by the fact that the daily average cir- 
culation (central library only) rose from 1,499 to 1,582, and that the 
monthly average circulation (including also stations and schools) 
advanced from 40,122 to 44,911. 

NOT "a fiction LIBRARY." 

^ It is gratifying to be able to report that the percentage of fiction 
circulated has been further reduced. In 1903-4, when no books 
except fiction were on open shelves for direct access, fiction formed 
nearly 84 per cent of the total circulation. Graduallv during the last 
four years more and more books from nonfiction classes have been 
put on open shelves, and more and more help and guidance has been 
given to readers requiring assistance, with tne result that the fiction 
percentage has been reduced to 65. The new useful arts and science 
room is an open-shelf room, where those classes are directly accessible 
to readers. The constructive changes in the delivery room by the 
installation of the new issue desk have made it possible to transform 
it from a room practically without a book to a large open-shelf room. 
In spite of too frequent thefts from open shelves, the value of putting 
the people in direct contact with the books, instead of forcing their 
approacn through a card catalogue, is so well attested by the gradu- 
ally falling fiction percentage with the increase of such open shelves 
as to justify the recommendation still further to extend such facilities 
until it is possible to have the cream of all classes of the Ubrary directly 
accessible to readers. 

Self-congratulation on a falling fiction percentage is not to be taken 
as an apology for the circulation of fiction. Fiction is no doubt the 
prevailing form of Uterary expression of the present time, and most 
normal men and women read, together with plenty of so-called more 
serious Uterature, manjr novels to their great advantage. Public 
libraries are often unjustly criticised because of relatively high 
fiction percentages. A comparatively small number of a library's 
tisers borrow exclusively or cniefly fiction. Moreover, many persons 
who read much nonfiction borrow all of their novels from the library 
and exchange them frequently, whereas they either buy their boolcs 
of nonfiction or, if they get them from the library, such books are 
read more slowly. The result is that the fiction bulks portentously 
in circulation statistics, whereas the time actually given to the reading 
of nonfiction books by library users is probably much greater than 
is indicated by a comparison between nonfiction and fiction circula- 
tion statistics. Though the opinion is ventured that the present 
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j)ercentage of fiction circulation is not unduly high, yet at the same 
time it is desirable to continue the efforts to malce other classes of 
literature accessible and attractive. 

The efl'ectiveness of the plan of having books on open shelves in 
stimulating circulation is strikingly shown by an experiment with a 
little collection of books of biography kept in one corner of the open- 
shelf room. The volumes of biography in the adult circulating depart- 
ment of the library number about 6,000. During two months 355 choice 
volumes of biography wore kept in this special collection. From them 
there was a circulation of 783 volumes out of 1,538 volumes circulated 
from the entire subject of biography, or 45 per cent of the circulation 
from the subject. The marked increase in circulation in the classes 
of travel, social and political sciences, and literature placed on open 
shelves, as shown in the report of the cliief of the circulating depart- 
ment (p. 35), argues strongly for the beneficial effects on circulation 
from open shelves. 

In time past the librarian has frequently heard this library referred 
to by scientists and other highly educated citizens as a ''fiction 
library." Ihis judgment w^as probabl}'' formed by the fact that only 
fiction was at one time on open shelves. During the past year speci- 
men copies of the library's monthly bulletin have been mailed to 
every name given in the '^Directory of the Wasliington Acadeiriy of 
Science and Afiiliatcd Societies. '* It is believed that by thus calling 
the new accessions of the library to the attention of tlie members of 
these societies, erron(^ous ideas of the scope of the Ubrary have to 
some extent at least been removed. 

REGISTRATION, 

At the beginning of the year under review 45,231 persons were 
entitled to library privileges, and at its close the '*live cards'' num- 
bered 49,625, a net gain of 4,394. During the year 15,313 persons 
were registered as airainst 13,214 during the previous year. In addi- 
tion to cards entitling readers to ordinary privileges, 371 ten-book 
cards were issued to teachei-s, 80 '^privilege'* cards were issued to 

Eersons carrying on special lines of reading, and 109 cards entitling 
olders to draw ten perforated music rolls at a time. 

During the last three months separate figures have been kept of 
the sex of persons registering. Out of a registration of 3,418, 1.575, 
or 46 ])er cent, were males, and 1,843, or 54 per cent, were females. 
These figures do not show an undue feminization in the use of public 
libraries, as is so often charged, especially when it is remembered 
that huslmnds often relv on the books secured on their waives' cards, 
and are thus users of library books without being library visitors. 

The privilege of drawing books on deposit of $5 was enjoyed by 
79 strangers, 70 of whom later withdrew their deposits. (For 
detailed reports and tables of circulation and registration, see p. 31.) 

|r INFORMATION BUREAU AND CIRCULATION^REFERENCE WORK. 

The third year's experience has deepened the conviction of the 
essential need of maintaining the bureau of information. The 
readers' assistant in charge is on the alert to welcome strangers and 
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guide them to the right part of the Ubrary, to give instruction in the 
use of the card catalogue, to find the right book, and generallj to act 
as a reference Ubrarian for those who wish books for home reading. 
Especially important is the work of aiding and guiding the reading 
of young people recently transferred to the adult department and 
generaUy advising those in need of courses of reading. It is evident 
mat no statisticfu account can be kept or given of the work of the 
information bureau. It would be worth maintaining simply for the 
relief it gives to the attendants at the issue desk from questions 
involving searching and deUberation. Its main purpose is to get the 
right book and wnerever possible the best book into the hands of 
inauirras. 

The installation of the new central deUvery desk removed from the 
open-shelf room the assistant who formerly charged the books drawn 
from that room. As the year progressed it was round that there was 
need for reference work m connection with the selection of fiction 
and other classes to be found there. The force is still too small to 
keep an assistant there at all hours. However, a beginning has been 
made at having an assistant there whenever possible. Many readers 
come with a very Umited number of titles in mind, and these perhaps 
not of the best. When copies of these are not to be found they go 
away empty handed, select at random, or are open to the suggestion 
of a tactful assistant. (See p. 35 for departmental report.) 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

In the year 1906-7 the attendance on the reference room often 
reached the point where readers went away for lack of sittings. The 
vacating of the room so long occupied by the children's department 
made it possible to divide the reference department by the removal 
of boohs and magazines on useful arts and the physical sciences from 
the main reference room and placing them m a separate reading 
room. This has left to the reference department proper collections 
and reference problems in religion, economics and politics, education, 
histoiy, bio^aphy, travel, fine arts, and general literature and the 
biological sciences. Of course the withdrawal of science and useful 
arts has drawn oflf some readers from the department. It is grati- 
fying, however, to record an attendance on the reference room proper 
of 121,420, as compared with 133,059 in 1906-7, when all reference 
work was done in this room. For the sake of the comparison in this 
place with the figures of 1906-7, it should be pointed out that the 
total reference attendance of the year under review was 144,014, 
including 23,604 in the useful arts and science department. 

In spite of the removal of the subjects of useful arts and science 
from tne room, it is noted that the attendance on the part of men is 
still gratifvingly large. The chief advance in this department was 
in the work with children of the high schools and upper grammar 
grades, particularly those who came with debate subjects and refer- 
ence problems in literature. Cooperation on the part of teachers, 
especially in the matter of giving advance notice that children were 
to be sent to look up assigned topics, has aided the library in its eflForts 
to help the schools. (Department report, p. 36.) 

61775—08 2 
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USEFUL ARTS AND SCIENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Although Washington is not usually thought of as an industrial 
community, yet technological books and magazines when supplied 
here had large use. Moreover, according to the census reports, tlus 
city ranks in the value of its manufactured products witn Detroit 
and Rochester. The opening of the new useful arts and science 
department on November 1, 1907, was welcomed by many Ubraiy 
users. Its use has been large and is increasing. The chief users of 
the room have naturally been men who have come with the definite 
purpose of securing assistance in solving the problems of their every- 
day work. 

The room, in which about 50 readers can be accommodated, con- 
tains reference and circulating books and magazines in the fields of 
engineering, the trades, agriculture, printing and binding and the 
other handicrafts, business and the useful arts generally (except 
medicine), the physical and mathematical sciences, the arts and 
crafts, architecture, photography, and decoration. One of the most 
useful features of the department is the collection of trade catalogues, 
numbering about 2,500 pieces, all gathered during the year. These 
cover a large number or subjects, and new subjects are included to 
meet demands. For example, at the request of the local Physics 
Teachers' Association catalogues of scientific instruments were secured 
from firms in this country, Germany, France, and Great Britain. 

To advertise this room at its opening, news articles were furnished 
to the local press, circulars were sent to the members of the Washing- 
ton Board of Trade, and to employers in certain industries. The 
librarian also addressed the Washington Societv of Engineers at a 
regular meeting held at the library to hear of the plans for the new 
department and to inspect it. At the request of the librarian an 
advisory committee of the society was appointed. With its advice the 
list of periodicals for 1908 was revised ana extended. The society also 
contributes two current engineering periodicals. Brief accounts of the 
new enterprise have been publisned in the Engineering Magazine 
(December, 1907), Engineering News (December 12, 1907), and 
Technical Literature (December, 1907). 

Business affairs have been included in this department. Trade 
catalogues of office supplies, furniture, etc., were secured, and books 
were purchased on tusiness science, advertising, and especially 
accountancy. The Association of American Government Accountant 
holds its semimonthly meetings in the library lecture hall, with public 
lectures on subjects connected with accountancy. By arrangement 
the exchanges of its journal, The Government Accountant, are turned 
over to this library. Its members make large demands on the Ubrarj^s 
resources in the field of bookkeeping, etc. On request, the librarian 
contributed to The Government Accountant, December, 1907, an 
article entitled '* Books on Accountancy and Business at the Public 
Library of the District of Columbia." (Useful arts department 
report, p. 37.) 

PEBIODICALS. 

The hope of occupying the separate periodicals room on the second 
floor must be postponed for at least another year because of the lack 
of the necessary assistants. The bulk of the periodicals are there- 
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fore still displayed in the main reference room, though about 150 
have been transferred to the new useful arts and science department. 
The library receives regularly 436 different periodicals; including 
duplicates, 606 periodical are on file. Of these duplicates 132 num- 
bers of 20 of the most popular magazines are used for home circula- 
tion each month. The new periodicals received as gifts, including 
those purchased from the Henry Pastor Memorial Fund, the Woman's 
Anthropological Society Fund, and the local newspapers received 
for binoing, are elsewhere listed (pp. 64-56). 

SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY OPENING. 

The use of the library on Sundays and holidays continues to grow 
and strengthen the arguments for such an increase in the appropria- 
tion as to make possible the home circulation of books on Sunaays. 
The library was open for reference on 50 Simdays and for reference 
and circulation on 5 holidays. The attendance m the adult reading 
rooms on Sundays increased from 11,000 in 1906-7 to 15,052 in 
1907-8. The latter figures include 13,055 in the main reference 
room and 1,995 in the useful arts room. The average, with hours 
2 to 9 p. m., was 301, as against a week-day average of 475, with 
hours 9 a. m. to 9 p. m., and as compared with an average of 207 on 
Sundays in 1906-7. The visitors to the children's room on Sundays 
numbered 7,608, as against 7,400 in 1906-7. Here the attendance 
averaged 152 on Sundays (hours 2 to 8 p. m.), as compared with 337 
on week days (hours 12 m. to 8 p. m.) and with 148 on Sundays in 
1906-7. Tne steadily increasing nome circulation on the 5 hohdays 
of the last three years is noteworthy. The figures are as follows: 
For 1905-6, 2,373, an average of 475; for 1906-7, 2,935, an average 
of 587 ; for 1907-8. 4,279, an average of 856. The growing attendance 
on Sundays, coupled with the frequent disappointment expressed by 
readers that they are denied the privilege or drawing books on that 
day and the increasing holiday circulation, make it desirable that the 
trustees renew their recommendation to Con^'ess to grant an increased 
appropriation for the Sunday circulation of t>ooks. 

LECTUBE HALL AND STUDY BOOM USE. 

During the year 14 organizations held 41 public meetings in the 
library lecture hall, with an aggregate attendance of 4,450. Full 
records of these meetings will be found on page 48. Ten organiza- 
tions held 55 smaller meetings in the study rooia. A record of their 
meetings is given on page 49. The rules governing the granting and 
use of tne lecture hall and study room win be foimd on page 66. 

children's depabtment. 

In September, 1907, the children's department was moved to its 
pleasant and commodious new quarters in the basement, where better 
opportunity is afforded for developing and extending its work. The 
home circulation from the room has mcreased from 93,151 volumes 
in 1906-7 to 98,233. To these figures should be added 5,958 vol- 
umes circulated from the grammar schools and 461 volumes circu- 
lated from the Vii^inia avenue playground, a total of 104,652. The 
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greater portion of the 22^580 volumes circulated from the stations 
(except the Y. M. C. A. station) is also composed of juvenile literar 
ture. The percentage of fiction in the juvenile circulation from the 
main library was reduced from 64 in 1906-7 to 60 for the past year. 

The opening of the new room on the floor below the adiilt depart- 
ment compelled the withdrawal of the cards representing juvenile 
books from the main public card catalogue and the arrangement of a 
separate catalogue or the children's collection. This involved the 
rewriting of many cards in cases where adult and juvenile copies of 
the same title were catalogued on the same card. The installation 
of a lavatory, conspicuously placed in the children's room, has resulted 
in cleaner hands and books. 

The marked increase in reference work with the children and with 
teachers and parents has been noted. The desk provided for teachers 
or parents inside the children's librarian's office is seldom unoccupied. 
Near it are to be found one copy each of the books included in the 
school duplicate collection, books recommended bv supervisors for 
supplemental reading, books on story-telling, and other aids and 
guides. Larger space and a larger children's room staff have been 
productive of more intensive work as well as larger quantitative 
results. (Children's depaitment report, page 40.) 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

The work of school visiting and the results obtained from the estab- 
lishment of the school duplicate collection have been such as fully to 
justify these ventures and to call loudly for continuance and exten- 
sion. The children's librarian and the assistant in charge of school 
work visited 411 class rooms in 86 schools and talked to the children 
about the librarv, its location, hours of opening, how to secure its 
privileges, and the pleasure and profit of reading. More than 1,200 
registrations resulted from these visits. In fact the children's room 
use was so stimulated that its shelves were practically swept bare of 
books, so that at times these visits had to be discontinued until more 
books could be supplied. The teachers were told of the picture col- 
lection, and were urged to apply for the 1 0-book cards. The growth 
in the use of these 10-book cards has been steady. At the end of the 
year 1905-6, 410 such cards were in force; at the end of 1906-7, 732 
were out; and at the end of 1907-8, 1,027 teachers held such cards. 
These cards are used to secure books for professional reading and for 
class-room work, or to loan to children whenever they are unable to 
secure books from the school dupUcate collection. The monthly 
educational bulletin has been continued, and is regularly distributed 
to principals for posting on teachers' bulletin boards. These com- 
munications, supplemented by the visits of library representatives, 
have helped to establish very cordial relations between the library 
and the schools. The teachers of the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades were therefore very ready to read and emphasize the letter 
sent from the library on June 1 urging all children, and especially 
those about to drop out of school, to continue their education witn 
the help of the library. Since the close of school large numbers of 
children, some from long distances, have come to the main library to 
register, most of them no doubt in response to this invitation. 
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Even though funds are altogether inadequate for the purchase of 
books to supply the growing demands made upon all parts of the 
Ubrary, including the children's room, yet it is considered very 
important to make at least a be^ inning at the work of sending out 
books to the schools for home circulation. It was possible to pur- 
chase during the year only 802 volumes for the purpose, and it was 
deemed advisable to retain 210 of them (one copy oi each title) as a 
sort of model library in the office of the children's Ubrarian. Conse- 
quently only 592 volumes were available for the field work. They 
were sent out to the grammar schools for three-month periods, in 
groups of about 25 volumes, with preference to applications from 
schools most remote from the library. In this way 1,459 volumes 
were sent to 85 grades in 34 schools. At least 40 applications could 
not be filled. Among other evidences of the value of this work are 
many letters received not only from the teachers, but several from 
the children, expressing their thanks for the books. In some cases 
no records of circulation were kept; in others, the records were kept 
imperfectly. Excluding altogether those in which no figures were 
kept, recorded figures and low approximate figures give a total 
circulation of 5,958 volumes. To show the full record of this sort 
of work, there should be added 461 volumes circulated from the 
Virginia avenue playground and 184 volumes circulated from books 
loaned to the Central High School. 

Just before the close of the year, on invitation of the library, a 
conference was held between representatives of the schools and of the 
library, at which were present the vice-president of the board of 
education, four supervising principals, the director of primary work, 
Ubrarians of three high schools, and several grade teachers. The 
superintendent of schools was unable to be present, but sent a list 
of school officers and teachers whom he nominated as an advisory 
committee. The spirit of cooperation between the schools and the 
library is therefore nearly all that could be desired. Except for the 
chronic shortage of booKs and the inadequacy of the library force, 
the way is open for the full development of this work. (School 
department report, p. 41.) 

PICTURE WORK. 

The picture collection was begun in 1906-7, and a few pictures were 
circulated during that year. During the past year, however, its 
resources have been more fully developed and its use has become 
somewhat extensive. The collection consists of about 13,000 
mounted and a large number of unmounted pictures arranged in 
classified order in vertical filing cabinets. Most of this material is 
clipped from discarded books and periodicals, railway and steamship 
advertising pamphlets, etc. The pictures are mounted on cover 
paper of uniform size (9 J by 10^ inches), often with several pictures 
on a mount. Made up into collections to illustrate topics m geog- 
raphy, historv, and literature, this material is found to be veiy 
useful ui teaching, and teachers have been its largest users. Seventy 
schools, many of them several times, have drawn upon this collection. 
Its users have, however, included Sunday schools, mission classes, 
study clubs, newspapers (for reproduction), illustrators, and other 
individuals. The circulation figures for the year are 17,101 mounts. 
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Most of the material for this collection is received without cost. 
Last summer, however, the Ubrarian bought in Paris 340 plati- 
notype reproauctions of paintings and about 200 colored post cards 
of great pictures, as well as 39 large photoCTaphs of paintings, archi- 
tecture, and sculpture. These photographs nave been framed and 
hung in the children's room, the various adult reading rooms, and the 
Stan lunch room. During the year the National Societv of the Fine 
Arts, after investigating tnis new branch of the library s work, con- 
tributed $50 to its funos for the purpose of art pictures for school 
work. This money has not yet been spent. 

EXHIBmONS. 

To aid in illustrating the popular art lectures given in the hbrary 
lecture hall under the auspices of the National Society of the Fine 
Arts, exhibitions of photographs and rare books borrowed from the 
library of Congress have been installed in the exhibition cases on 
the second floor. Such exhibitions have included Raphael, Printing 
as a Fine Art, Rembrandt, Outdoor Art, Domestic Art, and Italian 
Renaissance Architecture. From its own collections the library had 
an exhibition illustrating Jamestown and early Virginia history, one 
including the series of "Alte Meister," colored reproductions of great 
paintings printed in Germany, and one consisting of nearly 600 post- 
card views of Washington. 

As in former years. Prof. Wells W. Cooke, of the Biological Survey 
of the Department of Agriculture, has furnished the library with 
notes of spring bird arrivals, and from this data bulletins of colored 
bird pictures were kept up. Bird lovers seem fully to appreciate 
this feature. 

The exhibition of books suitable for Christmas gifts was conducted 
from November 22 to December 31, 1907, in the west study, second 
floor. A handsome catalogue was issued in cooperation with two 
local^ booksellers. Many publishers' illustrated lists of holiday 
publications were distributed. The exhibitions was visited by 1,088 
persons. 

The usual collection of summer-travel pamphlets, consisting of 
advertisements issued by railway and steamship companies, has 
been exhibited in the reference room. Many citizens have come to 
rely on these annual exhibitions for material aid in planning their 
sunmier vacations. (Report on picture work, p. 43.) 

DEPOSIT STATIONS. 

A year ago seven deposit stations were reported as in operation. 
Early in the last year a new one was opened at the Y. M. C. A. In 
January, however, the very successful station at Noel House was 
closed. These stations 'are the nearest approximations to brandbies 
that the hbrary has. All of them have been established at the solici- 
tations of philanthropic organizations. The library simply fur- 
nishes the books (from 300 to 1,000 volumes to each), the transpor- 
tation, and the necessary supphes for charging the books circulated. 
The horary spends notmng for service in conducting these stations. 
All of them are conducted by persons who give their services to or 
are employed by the organizations receiving the deposits. RepcnrtB 
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of the station librarians are printed in the supplement to this report 
(pp. 44-47). From these reports the following summary of wort is 
giyen of the stations in the order of their establishment: 

1. The Neighborhood House station (468 N street SW.), estab- 
lished in December, 1903, circulated 2,357 volumes, an increase of 
570 over the previous year. 

2. The Noel House station (1245 H street NE.) in six and one- 
half months circulated 3,170 volumes. This was an increase of 1,792 
over the corresponding period in the previous year. It is exceed- 
ingly unfortunate that tnis, the station with the largest circulation, 
had to be closed on January 17. This was necessary partly because 
of the removal of the settlement, but even more because of the 
impossibility of longer conducting a station with such large circula- 
tion by volunteer workers. 

3. The Rochefort House station (324 Virginia avenue SE.) cir- 
culated 713 volumes, a gain of 169. This station has likewise been 
handicapped by the difficulty of securing continuity of service from 
volunteers. 

4. Georgetown station (2726 M street NW.) circulated 2,446 vol- 
umes, an mcrease of 185. 

5. The Colored Social Settlement station (118 M street SW.) has 
completed its second full year with a record of 2,228 volumes circu- 
latea, a decrease of 193 volumes. 

6. The Rosedale station (1627 Fourth street NE.) circulated 1,875 
volumes, a decrease of 387. 

7. Recreation Center No. 1 (Western High School) shows a circu- 
lation of 5,782. This is the first full year it has been in operation. 
Its librarians are naid by the Washington Playgrounds Association. 

8. The Y. M. (3. A. station (1736 G street NW.) was opened on 
October 1, 1907, with about 700 volumes on its shelves. In addition 
the station has from time to time secured by its own messengers 
about 500 volumes from the central Ubrary to meet special demands. 
The station, which has been kei)t open daily, has been accessible not 
only to members of the association, but to others living in the neigh- 
borhood. The home circulation has been 4,009 for the nine months. 
In addition 749 volumes were read at the station. Its librarian is 
paid by the Y. M. C. A. 

It should be pointed out that none of these stations (except that 
at the Y. M. C. A.) is open more than three brief afternoon or evening 
periods a week, but together they circulated a total of 22,580 voE 
umes. The gratifying results achieved in spite of obstacles which 
have finally resulted in closing one of them and threaten to close 
others, and the urgent pleas for the establishment of other stations, 
enforce the need for such an increase in the central library staff as 
will make it possible for the library itself directly to conduct all such 
stations. 

The library has received during the year formal or informal appli- 
cations from at least six orgamzations of citizens requesting the 
establishment of other stations. These have includea the Doys' 
department of the Y. M. C. A., the Brookland Baptist Church, the 
Anacostia Baptist Church, the Bethanv Baptist Church (Rnode 
Island avenue and Second street NW.), tne citizens of Mount Pleas- 
ant, and officers of the District government who wish a station 
established in the new District building. All of these applications 
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were regarded as deserving of favorable action, but none the less it 
was necessary to decline to act favorably on them at present.^ It is 
believed to be unwise to establish any more stations until it is pos- 
sible to conduct them by paid employees. Even in cases wnere 
the library has sufficient assurance that the volunteer workers will 
render responsible and continuous service, the library finds itself 
unable to supply the books owing to the meagemess of the appro- 
priation for this purpose. 

PROPOSED BRANCH AT TAKOMA PARK. 

Again it is necessary to report the failure of efforts so far this ses- 
sion to secure favorable action on a bill designed to authorize the 
acceptance of $30,000 from Mr. Carnegie with wnicb to build a branch 
library building at Takoma Park. A bill similar to the one which 
died in the House District of Columbia Committee of the Fifty-ninth 
Congress was introduced in the Senate early in the first session of the 
Sixtieth Congress and was again passed by that body. It has never 
been reported out by the House Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, altnough such action was recommended by the subcommittee 
on education of that committee. The association of citizens of 
Takoma Park is still holding the fine site it bought for the branch 
and still hoping that Congress will finally be induced to take favor- 
able action. When it is recalled that Mr. Carnegie made his offer of 
$350,000 or more for branches in January, 1903, and this particular 
section of the District has offered two different sites and almost con- 
tinually for nearly six vears has been trying, with the cooperation of 
the Commissioners and the library trustees, to secure authority from 
Congress for the establishment of a small branch in that suburb, the 
outlook is not a very hopeful one. .; *^ 

PROPOSED MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRARY. 

Reference is made elsewhere in this report to the application for 
the establishment of a deposit station at the new District building. 
This has thus far proved impracticable, because, among other rea- 
sons, of the fact that neither the library nor the District has employees 
who can be detailed for this purpose. Much more important is it to 
establish, perhaps at the District building, a library which shall be 
a valuable adjunct to the administration of the District government. 
What is needed is a municipal reference department of the sort that 
has recently been established in Baltimore, Milwaukee, and Chicago; 
one that will do for the municipality what the Wisconsin legislative 
reference department does for that State. Here could be collected, 
classified, and indexed municipal reports, ordinances, special investi- 
gations, pamphlets, magazine articles — any and all material that will 
serve to show the best administrative methods anywhere in vogue. 
The Commissioners urge that the item in the library estimates de- 
signed to establish such a library be granted. 

ACQUISITION OF BOOKSTAND PERIODICALS.^ 

The report for 1906-7 showed the library's net strength to be 
92,937 volumes. During the past year 15,806 volumes have been 
added and 5,549 volumes have been withdrawn, making the total 
strength of the Ubrary at the close of the year 103,194 volumes. The 
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accessions of the year have been acquired as follows: 10,266 volumes 

Purchased, 5,289 volumes of gifts, and 251 volumes of serials bound, 
he purchases were acquired from the following funds: $7,500 con- 
gressional appropriation, $2,561.22 desk fund, and $4.50 Woman's 
Anthropological Society fund; total, $10,065.90. 

In order to show in one place the total amount spent for additions 
to the library a statement of subscriptions for periodicals is here 
given: $1,010.16 desk fund, $99.85 Henry Pastor Memorial fund, 
and $34.25 Woman's Anthropological Society fund; total for peri- 
odicals, $1,144.26. Attention is called to the classified tabulation of 
books purchased or received by gift for each class of literature (p. 50). 

The total of $11,210.16 spent for books and periodicals is $1,698.27 
less than was spent for the same purpose in 1906-7 and $3,837.01 
less than was spent in 1905-6. It is a matter of regret that in the 
face of the constantly increasing book circulation and the need for 
more duplicates and replacements, the funds available for book pur- 
chases should not only not increase correspondingly but should actu- 
ally decrease. It is mghly desirable that the annual book appropria- 
tion should be increased to the $15,000 asked for. 

During the year 559 volumes were added to the dupUcate pay col- 
lection at a cost of $646.60. Duplicate copies of 3 magazines were 
purchased for this collection at a cost of $73.80. Binding of 365 
volumes of pay duplicates cost $148.98. Against a total outlay of 
$869.38 is to be put receipts of $1,173.70 for the rental of these vol- 
umes at 5 cents a week. As has been often explained, all these rental 
copies, as soon as they have paid for themselves, are turned over to 
the free shelves. (Order department report,^ p. 49.) 

GIFTS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS — DISCARDED MATERIAL. 

During the past year the library has received as gifts an unusually 
large amount of material that has proved of value. These gifts have 
included 7,412 bound volumes, 629 unboimd volumes, 4,947 pam- 

Shlets, 4,504 numbers of periodicals, besides other material. This 
oes not include 2,246 manufacturers' catalogues sent on request. 
All of this material has been acloiowledged on its receipt. A selected 
list of donors, including the citizens or Washington who have sent 
publications, is printed elsewhere (p. 57). Especially noteworthy 
were the gifts of rrof. Cleveland Abbe, numbering 304 volumes, 436 
pamphlets, and 1,077 numbers of periodicals, and that of the Even- 
mg Star Newspaper Company, 183 volumes and 62 pamphlets. The 
United States Bureau or Education transferred to this library with 
the consent of the Librarian of Congress 2,840 volumes. Most of 
these volumes had formed a part of tne A. L. A. Library exhibited 
at the World's Fair, 1893, and although most of them proved to be 
duplicates, yet they were books which it is desirable for a public 
library to have in duplicate. The Library of Congress transferred 
1,857 boimd volumes and 1,700 periodicals. These were all selected 
from the duplicates of the Library of Confess. The periodicals so 
acquired helped to complete several valuable sets. 

In order tnat no one may point to the list of gifts of books to the 
library and claim that the receipt of such gifts obviates the necessity 
for increased appropriations for book purchases, the following states 
ment should be made. The past year has been an exceptional one, 
both in the number and quality of the gifts received. It is not often 
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that the library receives so much first rate material as it has in these 
A. L. A. books noted above. Even such books are usually supple- 
mental and of secondary importance. Miscellaneous gifts are always 
accepted and received, but often only a small percentage of them 
prove to be desirable new accessions or needed duplicates. Only in 
the rarest cases does the Ubrary receive as gifts books in active de- 
mand. Without in any way underestimating the value of the gifts 
received or wishing to check the flow of gifts to the library, it is still 
true that they do not often include books which are most continually 
and imperatively in demand, and consequently such gifts do not 
materially lessen the number of books w^hicn it is necessary to acquire 
by purchase. 

The library continues to receive each year from Mr. James T. 
Du Bois, a trustee of the library, the income on $2,000, or $100. TIub 
fund, known as the Henry Pastor Memorial, is regularly spent for 
technological periodicals. Mr. Du Bois has announced that ultimately 
he expects to mcrease the principal to $5,000 and make it a permanent 
endowment. 

Under the general law authorizing transfers of unnecessary books 
to the Library of Congress this library now regularly turns over to 
that library all duplicates not suited to its extension work. Several 
thousand were turned over during the year. Acting under the per- 
mission of the Commissioners 3,174 discarded books and many peii- 
odicals have been sent to 20 District charitable institutions ana the 
fire department, and a large number of books and periodicals have 
been turned over to the Salvation Army. In these ways all material 
is put to the best possible use, and such use is prolonged to the 
utmost. 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

The cataloguing force classified and catalogued 15,162 volumes and 
shelf-listed 16,496 volumes. The latter number is nearly 4,000 greater 
than the figures of the previous year. During the year 40,714 Qbraiy 
of Congress printed cards were received ana filea in the deposiUny 
catalogue. This library catalogued 230 titles for the " W" series of 
the Library of Congress printed cards, including books "bought by this 
Ubrary but not secured by the National Librar3^ The detailed report 
of the chief of the catalogue department shows a vast amount of val- 
uable work accomplished by her staff in the revision of the classifi- 
cation and subject headings and other improvements in the catalojgue. 
Special mention should here be made of the plan adopted for mamng 
available the large number of reference lists, published for the most 
part in bulletins of other libraries. A single card for each subject is 
msertcd in the catalogue, referring the reader to the reference or 
useful arts department, as the case may be, where all lists on ths 
subject, no matter how numerous, are found arranged together in 
vertical filing cabinets. When a subject is once inserted in the cata- 
logue, thereafter it is simply a question of filing the lists. 

For further detaiLs of the catalogue work, including the record of 
the inventory, reference is made to the departmental report (p. 50.) 

BINDING AND REPAIR WORK. 

The library binding continues to be very satisfactory and the con- 
tract for binding remains with Mr. Emerson. New experiments are 
made from time to time. Among these are the sewing of magazines 
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for circulation into red rope paper covers and the pasting of the 
illustrated covers outside for easy identification^ the gilding of prac- 
tically all call numbers on the backs of books^ instead of (usfieurin^ 
them with pasted labels or ink, and the treating of old leather-bound 
books with vaseline. Many valuable sets of periodicals have been 
completed and bound. (For detail report, see p. 53.) 

PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY. 

The monthly bulletin of the library, though a modest four-page 
sheet, serves a very useful purpose and its regular publication is much 
appreciated by library users. As from the beginning, matter for it 
is first run on the Saturday book review pace of the Evening Star, 
the proprietors of which permit the type to oe used in printing the 
bulletin. By this meaos it is possible to issue it at minimum expense. 
The only annotated reference list issued was a revised edition of No. 3, 
Summer Travel, the first edition of which had proved so popular. 
The educational bulletin and many single-page reference lists have 
been printed on a new multigraph. Many olank forms are also 
printed by this machine. 

All of the local newspapers have published news of the library's 
new enterprises and have maintained a friendly attitude editoriaUy. 

COBBESPONDENCE AND OTHEB MAIL MATTEB. 

During the last fiscal year a record has been kept of all letters, 
postal cards, and other mail matter sent out by the hbrary. The 
total is 44,972 pieces. These figures include 11,020 sealed letters, 
26,962 postal cards, 6.750 packets of library publications, and 240 
other packa^. The letters sent out included 4,861 original letters. 
2,182 stenciled letters, 120 book orders, 335 vouchers, 121 engraved 
acknowledgments, 99 catalogue card lists, 31 issue department bills, 
and 3,271 notices to parente regarding children's appUcationsT' Or 
the postals all but 625 were printed forms, but each of them repre-. 
sented careful investigation in securing necessary data before maifin^. 
The foregoing figures ^ve some idea that the work of a modern pubhc 
library does not consist, as some persons seem to think, in simply 
handing books out over a counter. 

LIBBABY STAFF AND APPBENTICE8. 

During the last fiscal year 22 persons left the library service — 10 
library assistants, 10 messengers and pages, and 2 charwomen. As 
was expected, the increase in the salanes of pages from $240 to $360 
has requced the resignations. During 1906-7 there were 18 resigna- 
tions from the same number of pagBS. The increase in the salary of 
messenger from $360 to $480, effective July 1, 1908, will also help to 
keep boys in the force longer by offering some chance for promotion. 
There has also been a reduction in the proportion of resignations from 
the library staff proper (excluding builoing force, messengers, and 
pages) from 33J per cent (1906-7) to 25 per cent. It is hoped that 
the increases in tne salaries of several of the minor positions on the 
library pay roll, effective at the beginning of the present fiscal year, 
wiU further reduce the resignations from the stan. If more or the 
better-paid positions could be created, the wastefulness of frequent 
resignations would be still further reduced. 
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The plan of having fortnightly meetings of heads of departments 
has been continued. At the first meeting of each month a written 
report from each department is presented and discussed. This keeps 
each department informed of the workings of all the other departments. 
At other meetings appointed conmiittees present reports on new 
projects, changes in methods, etc. Extra copies of the professional 
journals are subscribed for for staff use. The staff is largely repre- 
sented in the District of Columbia Library Association, whose meet- 
ings continue to be held in the library. Several members also belong 
to the American Library Association. The librarian, the assistant 
librarian, and the children's librarian attended its annual conference 
at Lake Minnetonka, Minn., June 22-27, two at library expense. 
The librarian and the children's librarian also attended the Library 
Section of the National Educational Association at Cleveland, July 3 
and 4. In March the librarian attended the joint meeting of the 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey library associations at Atlantic City. 
The librarian has also been enabled to visit during the past year the 
Ubraries of Minneapolis, Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburg, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Brooklyn, as well as those of Paris and some or the 
other municipalities of northern France. He contributed to the 
Library Journal, January, 1908, an article entitled '^The Municipcd 
Popular Libraries of Pans." 

A fourth year's experience of conducting an apprentice class and of 
appointing practically all of the junior assistants from those who 
finish the course has shown the plan to be a satisfactory one, or at 
least to be more satisfactory than to appoint to such positions persons 
who have not had any preliminary training. The training of appren- 
tices is, however, a heavy burden to carry, and it is hoped that ulti- 
mately the library may be relieved of the necessity or giving such 
training, perhaps by the establishment locally of a librarv school, 
where sucn elementary training can be secured. Another disadvan- 
tage of the plan of training apprentices is that at best it is only 
superficial and can never take the place of training secured from a 
complete library school course. (For report on apprentice class, 
see p. 53.) 

BUILDING NOTES. 

The interior telephone system with 20 stations has at last been 
made to work successfully. The installation of the private branch 
exchange telephone system has also proved a great convenience. To 
have the various public parts of the library in connection with schools, 
newspapers, and citizens adds greatly to the effectiveness of the 
Hbrary. 

It is a matter of congratulation that Congress finally put an item 
in the appropriation bill enabling the library to employ its own poUce 
officer. It is expected that the protection thus secured will reduce 
the theft of library property and other depredations. 

The librarian is now engaged in studying the lighting of the building. 
At present it is expensive and entirely inadequate. The District 
electrical engineer has promised to help in the series of experiments 
with the vanous types of new lamps which have recently been put on 
the market. 

ESTIMATES FOB RUNNING EXPENSES. 

Scattered through this report are frequent references to the need 
for increased appropriations for a larger force at better salariesi for a 
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lai^r book fund, and for other increased running expenses. The 
following estimates are submitted : 



Estimates for roiinlng expenses. 



I. Library and building force: 

1. Administradon department — 

Librarian 

Assistant librarian 

Librarian's secretary 

Stenographer and typewriter 

Copyist 

M^senger 

2. Order department— 

ChlefCnew) 

Assistant (new) 

Assistant 

Assistant 

3. Catalogue department- 

Chief (new) 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer (new) 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer 

3 cataloguers (now called temporary cataloguers), at S540 
Assistant 

4. Binding department— 

Asdstant (new) 

Collator 

5. Refierence department- 

Reference librarian 

Assistant 

Assistant 

Page 

0. Useful arts department- 
Chief (new) 

Assistant 

Page 

7. Information bureau- 

Assistant 

Assistant 

8. Periodicals department- 

Assistant (new) 

Assistant 

Page 

0. Children's department- 
Children's librarian 

Assistant 

Assistant 

2 attendants, atS540 

Page 

10. Schools and stations department- 

Chief (new) 

Assistant (new) 

Page 

11. Circulation department- 

Chief 

First asidstant (new) 

Assistant 

2 assistants, at 1600 

2 attendants (new), at $600 

3 attendants, at S540 

5 attendants, at $480 

Messenger 

5 pages, at 1360 

12. Municipal reference librarian (District building) 

13. Building force— 

Rnfdneer 

Fii^an 

Workman 

2ianltors, atf480 

Library guard 

2 cloakroom attendants, at t360 

6charwomen. at S180 

H. Employment of substitutes and other temporary servloe 

in. Sunday opening 

rv. Purchase of books 

V. Binding 

VL Fuel lighting fitting up building, and other contingent expenses. 



Recom- 
mended 
1909-10. 



S4,000 

1,800 

1,000 

720 

480 

480 

1,200 
720 
540 
480 

1,500 
900 
840 
720 
600 

1,620 
480 

720 
480 

1,200 
720 
540 
360 

1,200 
720 
360 

900 
600 

900 
540 
360 

1,200 
720 
600 

1,080 
360 

1,000 
600 
360 

1,500 

900 

720 

1,200 

1,200 

1,620 

2,400 

480 

1,800 

1,200 

1,200 

720 

600 

960 

720 

720 

1,080 

1,000 

2,500 

15,000 

4,000 

8,000 



Appro- 
priation 
1906-0. 



83,250 
1,500 
900 
720 
480 
480 



540 
480 



900 



720 

600 

1,620 

480 



360 

1,000 
720 
540 
360 



720 
360 

900 
600 



540 
360 

1,000 
720 
600 

1,080 
360 



360 
1,200 



720 
1,200 



1,620 

2,400 

480 

1,800 



1,080 
720 
480 
960 
720 
720 

1,080 



1,700 
7,500 
3,500 
7,500 
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In accordance with custom, the items contained in the librarian's 
estimates are, before publication, made to agree ^dth the formal 
estimates of the library trustees as contained in their report and 
submitted to the Commissioners. In the trustees' report the esti- 
mates are arranged to conform to the present appropriation bill, 
whereas the foregoing items are grouped according to the needs of 
the various departments of the horary service. In addition to the 
arguments scattered through this report for increased appropriations 
to carry on the work of the Ubrary efficiently, the following consid- 
erations are offered: 

The Ubrary staff continues insufficient in numbers and too poorly 
paid. The natural increase of work requires more people; the essen- 
tial new enterprises already begun are crippled oy madequacy of 
force, and much desirable new work can not even be attempted 
because of lack of people. It was a decided advantage to receive the 
small increases in the salaries of 10 attendants and 2 messengers. 
Now the salaries of the liigher assistants need increasing, and there is 
decided need of creating more of the better-paid positions, in order to 
get and keep well-trained department heads and to put the positions 
of this library on a par with similar positions in other Ubraries in 
Washington and elsewhere. The book-order and catalogue depart- 
ments need strengthening to carry the present load, and especially so 
if the book purchases are increased as recommended. The useful arts 
department was begun ^^-ith an insufficient force, and has so fully 
justified its creation as strongly to enforce the need for a well-paid 
chief. The opening of the separate periodicals room on the second 
floor with an adequate force certainly ought not to be longer post- 

Soned. The results accomplished by the school-room libraries and by 
eposit stations, \vith insumcient force in the case of the schools and 
by volunteers in the case of the stations, call for the establishment of 
a separate department, with proper force. The constantly increasing 
work of the circulation department can not be properly coped with 
by the present staff. 

Whenever there is sickness^ the need of employing substitutes is 
very great. It is therefore highly desirable to secure the appropri- 
ation recommended for this purpose. 

It is very important to secure the recommended increase in the 
fund for the purchase of books. The library ought not to be obli^ 
80 constantly to have to deny readers the books they seek. But with 
a population of 340,000, nearly 50,000 of whom are registered users of 
the library, and many of whom caU for Wgh-class, expensive books, 
this is inevitable. Surely $7,500 is too little for the purpose, and the 
$15,000 asked for is a modest sum to meet such neeas. 

In conclusion, the librarian wishes to thank the trustees for their 
interest in the various activities of the library and for their valued 
counsel and their cordial support. 

Kespectfully submitted. 

GeOBOE F. BOWERMAN, 

Librarian. 
The Trustees of the Free Public Libbaby. 



\ 










1 




jJI^Mm 


m 




mm 


» 1 




^^^^^M 'wj^M 


... 




1 ^' '^ 


T^^^^^l 






\ 




i 



EXTRACTS FBOM REPORTS OF DEPARTMEITTS. 

Preceding the writing of the foregoing report, the Kbrarian requested 
the heads of the various departments of the library service to furnish 
detailed reports, including, wherever necessary, statistical tables. 
The following extracts from these departmental reports treat matters 
omitted from the librarian's report, or only briefly covered in it. 
They are therefore supplemented to the main report. 

CIRCULATING DEPAETMENT. 



'Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circulating department, reports 
as foUows on the home circulation, the registration, and the open- 
shelf rooms: 

The main activities of the past year centered around the new desk, installed last 
July. It has meant much better concentration of work and the handling of lai^er 
crowds with more ease. The largest day's circulation was January 27, on which day 
3,255 books were issued. The smallest day's circulation was January I, when 624 
books were issued. On six days the circulation exceeded 2,000; on four days it was 
over 2,500; and on one day over 2,900, 

The main details of circulation as gleaned from the statistics of the last two years 
brought together in the following table: 



Statistics of circulation. 



Total eircolation (inclading stations and schools) 

drcalation, contral library 

Cbcalation, deposit stations 

droalation, schools 

Avvage daily circulation (central library) 

ATWam monthly circulation (including stations and schools) 

Monthly increase 

Yearly Increase 

Fvoentace of increase 

Days open for circulation 




481,463 

464,777 

16,360 

317 

1,490 

40,122 

4,031 

48.367 

11 

310 



1007-8. 



a)6,476 

476,203 

22,680 

6,608 

1,682 

44,011 

4,780 

24.013 

6 

301 



a Figured on the basis of Hi months during which library was open. 

Durinff the month of June 86 books were issued on the vacation privilege plan. I 
m^gfeet uiat more publicity be given to this plan and the time extended to October. 
Tbi0 would mean time saved in having to use but one date and money saved the 
bcROwer in not having to express the books back to the library. I also recommend 
thftt the number of books issued be 10, the same number as issued on teacher's and 
privilege cards. 

Work is still prc^essing on the street index, 25,000 names having been written dur- 
ing the year. This leaves about 8,000 names to write before the index is complete to 

Oianges of addresses are so numerous that each assistant is given one registration 
book of 5,000 names for which she is responsible, instead of having one person responsi- 
ble for this work as a whole. 

The following figures show a portion of the clerical work accomplished: 

Pockets of re-bound books marked 4, 261 

Book cards rewritten 8, 240 

Labels removed from seven-day books 1, 256 

Total 13,767 

31 
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The following table ahows the number of postal notices mailed, by monthB: 

Postah mailed July 1, 1907, to June SO, 1908, 





1907. 




July. 


Aug. 

74 
141 


Sept. 


Oct 


Nov. 


Dec 


Beserves: 

Fiction 


72 
165 


50 

147 


139 
228 


220 
332 


» 


Nonflction 


174 






Total 


237 

4 

23 

995 

375 


215 





806 

187 


197 



6 

817 

534 


367 

18 

4 

977 

698 


558 

12 

5 

1,091 

407 


m. 


Beoommeiided books 


u 


"Always out" books 


u 


DellnQuent notices 


\M 


Bdresistration 


fit 




1 


Total 


1,634 


1,208 


1,554 


2,064 


2,163 


2,371 









1908. 




Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


Total. 


Peront 


Beserves: 

Fiction 


196 
179 


204 
231 


213 
276 


209 
336 


171 
238 


179 
155 


2,040 
2,602 


44 


Nonflction , , . , 


SI 






Total 


375 
1 

16 
383 
615 


435 

17 

7 

1,038 

682 


489 

9 

7 

1,073 

556 


545 

23 

12 

1,197 

853 


409 
44 

46 

1,067 

932 


334 

21 

16 

812 

864 


4,642 f 


Becommended books 


164 ; 


"Always out " books 


163 


Delinauent notices 


11.591 
7,222 




BereKistration 


• • • • • ••••• 







Total 


1,390 


2,179 


2,134 


2,630 


2,498 


2,447 


23,772 









Books on history for the high schools were requested only by the Western and Centni 
High schools. The Central High School reported a home circulation of 184. Bodi 
schools reported the constant use of Uiese books in the schools, no record of which im 
kept. 

The Y. M. C A. Station mails registrations and lists of books twice a week. Then 
are called for the following day by messenger. These books are always prompt^ 
returned. Books are also issued to the Bureau of Education through messenger. 

The health department continues to mail daily reports of contagious diseases in tht 
District. They also mail names of books belonging to the library found in homfli 
where diseases are located and the name of borrower foimd on the reader's card. Whet 
the library has been in doubt about issuing cards to suspicious-looking persons with 
skin diseases, etc., the department has investigated the case and assurea the libruy 
of the safety of issuing such persons cards. All books found in houses where smallpox 
exists are kept by the department, fumigated, and used by them for similar cases in the 
contagious hospital as reading matter. 

An innovation started at the beginning of June was the issuing of music rollfl. The 
popularity of such a collection was assifed from the beginning. A special card, in 
addition to the regular cards, is issued each applicant. One hundred and nine cardi 
have been issued. The total number of rolls is 488. Circulation for the month 
has been 1,122. Ten rolls are issued at a time, and onlv one member in a feonily ii 
entitled to a card. The receiving and issuing of these rolls will be a serious probleD 
with which to cope the coming winter, due to the amount of handling and stamping 
necessary and the delay caused rep^ular book patrons. 

The following tables of circulation, fines, etc., cover the central library , Bitatiooii 
schools, etc.: 
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Cireutatum, 6y numtftf and cIotfM, July 1, 1906, to Jwiu SO, 1907. 



rI and poUtlDil iclance . . 

WmtiiralKleniKa....,..,..,, 

UMTlllBrW 

Bscmtl vfl irtj 

Pino am 

JjHiSuaKe 

IiKmalun 

Bookut) 

Flcllon 

Total 

Avenge ildlT eInuJallcni 



3,IM 

Zfl,713 



Sa.SaSI 34,974 34,B39 



nillonpl);... 

BdlRlon 

Christianity.. 



BMdTT.. 
•Tnvri. . . 



Tettl 

ATenesdaDycIre 
IteoaDt Scuini... 



1,114 1 1,413 



3,G33 ] 
»,3M { 



Uonthfy itaUmttU o/fina, etc., July 1, 1907, to June SO, 1908. 







Aug. 
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Sept. 










July. 
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Nov. 


Dm. 
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Monthly MtatemerU of fines, etc., July 1, 1907, to June SO, idO^— Continued. 





• 
190&* 


TotiL 




Jan. 


Feb. 1 Mar. 

1 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


Fines 

Duplicate oollectioQ 


Ilea 76 

69.66 
&72 
9.(i6 
a(>5 
2L20 


|28a52 $299.23 |34LcO 
10L25 10:196 91.40 

9. lu • la 02 la i.s 


I31&G5 

feO.40 

7.W 

&06 


I30S.50 

loato 


13.310.61 
1. 173. 70 


KMerves 


U 14 06. » 


Keissiied cards 


1-2. '10 
1.65 

.25 


14. 75 la LO 

9. 32 U OJ 

.26 .10 


ia40 


13dLM 


Books lost and Injured 


1U41 1 a 35 
. 15 ; . .£5 


7u4l 


8aio of catalogues 


4.85 


MoDey found in buildine 


.21 






, 




Total 


2&i63 


4ia 93 43K. 32 4aU. LO . 437. 34 i 436. 63 1 A.^fXL « 
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REGISTRATION. 

The number of registrations for the year was 15,313 as against 13,214 during the 
previous year. The net gain shows a decrease of 1,037, due to the closing of the library 
eleven days and to the fact that 3,172 more cards expired. 

The reader's record is now kept on file directly back of the application instead of 
scattered in dilTerent places, as formerly. This prevents readers not in good stand- 
ing through failure to return books from obtaining new cards. \\ ith the reopening 
of the library in January after being closed by the health oiliccr it was decided to 
cancel all fines up to a certain date. Many delinquents of long standing took advan- 
tage of this opportunity and are now regular borrowers. At present large fines are 
reduced one-half. 

In January the registering of children in the children's room was begun. After 
applications were properly signed they were sent to the adult department where all 
work but the actual registering was done. As it was beco niiig a question of more 
space for 61ing and more assistance to keep up the day's i^ork in the department, 
it was proposed to have the children's registration done in the children's room. All 
juvenile applications were therefore withdrawn by July 1. In April records were 
started of the adult and juvenile, male and female, users of the library from the 
month's registration. | : 

Statistical report of registration, July 1, 1907, to June SO, 1908. 

Gross registration June 30. 1907 70, 700 

ToUl number of cards in force June 30, 1907 45, 231 

Registration: 

Main library 14, 471 

Deposit stations 842 

Total additions 15,313 

Nonfiction cards issued 14, 399 

Teachers' cards issued 371 

Pri vilese cards issued 80 

Music rolls cards issued 109 

Total number of cards issued 30,272 

Deductions: 

Kxoired to date 10.013 

Left town 253 

Deceased 23 

Canceled 30 

Total 10.919 

Net incre^ise in registration 4,394 

Gross registration June 30, 1908 86, 013 

Total number of cards in force June 30, 1908 49. f)25 

A venule registration per day 43 

Lost rsrds: 

Duplicates made 1. .^ 

Amount realized $136.70 
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OPEN-8HBLP ROOMS. 

The installation of new issue desk opened the way for shelving more non fiction in 
the lobby. Selections from the following classes have been brought out: Foreign 
literature (French, German, Italian, Spanish), domestic science, history of literature 
and travel including the following countries: France, Italv, Ireland, Scotland, South 
Sea Isles, Switzerland, England, Europe (general), Holland. Some of the above 
countries will be removed in the fall to oe replaced bv Japan, China, India, Russia, 
and the United States. Social, political, and natural sciences were shelved in the 
open-shelf room, with the following exceptions shelved in the useful-arts room: HK to 
HKQ, L, M to MP. The gain of these classes over last year follows: 

Increased circulation of books on open ghelves. 1006-7. 1007-8. Oaln. 



1006-7. 


1007-8. 


10,851 
6.076 
7.112 

23.016 
2.055 


13.538 
10,732 
10. 426 
23.581 
3,000 



Travel 10,851 13.538 2.fW7 

Social and political sciences (H. I, J, K) 6.076 10,732 4.fi5« 

Natural sciences (M, N, O. P) 7.112 10.426 3,314 

Literature 23.016 23.581 5'5 

History of literature (ZY.A-ZY.O) 2.055 3,000 0h6 

A small revolving bookcase placed in the lobbv contains a selection of the newest 
books added, dated to circulate from this case for three months. These books are 
gone over dailv, expired books removed, and circulation noted. The majority show 
a circulation o! six to eight times before removal. 

With the installation of the new delivery desk, books are no longer charged in the 
open-shelf room as heretofore. This left that room without supervision. This proved 
eo unsatisfactory that supervision of the room was begun February 17, by having an 
assistant regularly a*<8igned to it part ot each day. The results have been gratifying. 

Among the methods adopted to develop rapidity in choosing material for individual 
wants are the supplying of guides to the beat fiction for assistant and reader and current 
reviews in perioaicals; the reading of articles on directing the reading of fiction; the 
taking of daily notes of books out, que.<^tions asked, criticisms, and general remarks 
of interest; and the making of short annotated lists for distribution. 

Some of the results obtained are the increase of requests for suggestions and expres- 
sions of appreciation of attention given to such requests, the duplication of books 
most needed, the locating of books reported "always out;" and the ability to retain 
those readers discouraged at not finding the few titles of inferior literature with which 
they have been familiar. 

A special feature of the room has been the selected collections of nonfiction, the 
first collection being Lenten books placed near the entrance to the room for a period 
of one month and the second a selected list of interesting biographies. The popu- 
larity of such collections is shown from the following comparisons: Books in the l.enton 
list. 132; books in biography list, 355; books circulated from Lenten list, 262; books 
circulated from biography list, 783; books in the Lenten list on open shelves, one 
month; books in biography list on open shelves, two months. Books circulated from 
entire class (Christianity), 457; from entire class of biography, 1.538, or 50 per cent of 
Christianity and 45 per cent of biography circulated from the small collections in the 
open-shelf room. 

Lists on various subjects compiled by this and other libraries are being mounted 
on paper of a uniform size and filed in a cabinet for ready use. During the busy 
months a page is regularly assigned to the room whose duty it is to shelve books and 
keep the room in good order. 

More systematic work and n\ore familiarity with the contents of books will do much 
to develop a work worth the while, as already shown from the number of persons who 
come when the room is regularly occupied certain hours by an attendant whose face 
is familiar and who has given satisfactory assistance. 

BUBEAU OF INFORMATION. 

Miss Georgette Poss was in charge of the information bureau dur- 
ing the latter part of the year. She reports as follows on its work : 

The usefulness of the information desk can not be recorded by statistics, for this 
18 a def>artment from which the benefits bestowed are often intangible. 

Despite several changes in the perRonnel of the department during this, its third 
year, the information denk has made itself a recognized neceflsity in the library. 
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Since February the desk has been open every day and evening. The attendant in 
charge has sought and made this department a means of genuine aid to the individual, 
and (by transmitting public opinion to the librarian) to the library. 

The questions (varying in subject hrom some desired astronomical statistics to the 
name ot a ^ood cook wanted by a local chef) answered at the information desk ofifer 
an interesting picture of the wants the library is filling in the community. 

The criticism that the public library is patronized by women and children only can 
not be applied to this library, for among its regular borrowers are ministers, doctors, 
mechanics, students, cooks, grand army men, and lawyers^ besides the men who are 
attracted more by a love of books than through zeal for their profession. 

The attendant at the information desk has a chance not only to make easy a person's 
first visit, by explaining how to join the library, and by guiding to the right depart- 
ment, but by responsive interest, when such interest is desired, can explain the use of 
the catalogue and help the borrower to the desired book or books. 

There is also a chance in this department to surest books to the boys and girls 
who are having their first experience in usine the aoult department. 

There has been an increased use of the telephone, and frequent are the inquiries 
as to dates, book titles, etc., which are answered thereby. 

A record of questions asked is kept at the desk and it has been decided to continue 
the card catalogue of ** where to look," thus preventing a second hunt for a bit of 
desired information. 

It is suggested that a telephone on the information desk would result in the in- 
creased activity and usefulness of the department. 

In addition to the duties of answering questions and the arranging of dates for the 
use of the lecture hall and study room, the work with the schools (Miss Robh) and the 
rapidly growing picture collection (Miss Moore) has been under the supervision of this 
department. 

BEFEBENCE DEPABTMENT. 

Miss Grace E. Babbitt, reference librarian, reports as follows on the 
reference department: 

The chief gain in the reference-room work during the past year has been with the 
school children, due largely to cooperation on the part of the teachers. The iist of 
required and supplementary reading furnished by tne hich schools at the beginning 
of the year has been of great assistance. The books in the list have been, as far as 
possible, brought together in the reference room, where they are always available. 
The teachers nave also, in many cases, realized the advantage of sending word to 
the library in advance of special topics that pupils will want for debate or for further 
light on events or people they are study-ing. 

The range of subjects which the school children are at work on is varied, as shown 
by a few of those asked for: Should military training be compulsory; adoption of Jim 
Crow law in District of Columbia; self-government in the high schools; abolition of 
capital punishment; parcel post for the United States; gold standard; jury system; 
woman suffrage; increase of the navy; restriction of immigration; free text books; 
intercollegiate athletics; United States as a war power; government ownership of 
railroads; what was the Tory attitude in England toward the American Revolution?: 
to what audience was Burke's speech on "Conciliation" delivered? How long did 
he speak and where?; what were the modes of travel in Chaucer's time?; the inns?; 
the armor and costumes? 

The decrease in the number of readers in the reference room is due to the openin 
of the useful arts room last November. This is, of course, a division of reference wor 
and besides the improvement which results from such specialization, it was a great 
relief to the reference room, as the limit of its seating capacity had been reached 
several times during the previous winter. The remarkable development and appre- 
ciation of the useful arts room makes noticeable the lar^e number of men that still 
come to the reference room for more purely literary reading. 

During the various opera seasons copies of librettos of the operas given were kept 
in the reference room, and for some time before and after, as well as during the pres- 
entation of " Rosmersholm " by Mrs. Fiske and "Hedda Gabler" by Mme. Nazimova, 
copies of these dramas were in constant use in the reference room. 

The teacher's library is being thoroughly gone over and only the pedagogical and 
psychological books are to be retained in it. It is hoped to add the really valuable 
Dooks in these lines which it lacks. 

This library, in common with many others, regrets the prevalence of the ''contest'' 
&d. These contests are arranged by commercial houses for advertising purposes. 
The most trying experience of this sort was during the late winter, when several hun- 
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dred contestants came to the library dailjr to try to identify pictures of famous 
buildings, ruins, or natural scenery. The pictures were so poorly printed that this 
task would have been difficult for an expert, and the majority of the searchers were 
entirely unfamiliar with such study. They had no respect for library books and mal- 
treatea them shockingly, soiling and tearing the books and even cutting out pages that 
contained the pictures they wanted. As reference books are expensive, tiie money 
loss was severe. 

The weekly lists for the local papers from which the monthly bulletin is compiled 
have been prepared in the reference room. These have included occasional lists on 
timely subjects, as on: MacDowell; Conservation of our national resources — timber, 
mines, and waterways. Lists were prepared for ne of the leading literary societies 
on the Nobel prize and Mark Twain, and for one of the daily papers a list on Architec- 
ture of the Renaissance. Supervising Principal Patter&m asked for a comprehensive 
and selected list on defective children, and which was <!onsiderably used by teachers 
in the recently organized schools for such children. 

It is impossible to give an account of the reference work proper^-of theuseof thebooka 
and magazines shelved in the room, or of the amount of individual assistance rendered. 
That the department is becoming more widely known in shown by the increasing num- 
ber of calls by telephone for information on all sorts of subjects. The reference room 
is also being used more extensively by the government departments, individually and 
officially. 

In the early spring an exhibition of "travel literature" was placed in the reference 
room. It consisted of folders, many of these beautifully illustrated, published by 
the railway and steamship lines. Duplicates of a large number of these were kept on 
file and given out as reo nested. They were in great demand during the spring and 
early summer and were nighly appreciated. 

The following table shows the number of readers in the room during the year and 
the number of books brought from the stacks: 



Month. 



Week days and 
Sundays. 



Readers. 



1907. 

July 

August 

September 

October , 

November 

December , 

1908. 

January 

February , 

March , 

April 

May 

June , 

Total 



7,642 

7.970 

9.331 

12.927 

12. X6 

10,977 



6.926 

11.095 

12,938 

12.292 

9.232 

7,778 



Sundays only. 



Books. Readers. 



1,425 
l,5i7 
1,833 
2.8(>4 
2.3^9 
1,922 



1,376 
2,247 
2.90S 
2,46fi 
1.380 
1.147 



121,420 23.403 



590 
622 
1,002 
1.074 
1,484 
1,475 



911 
1.519 
1.510 
1.009 
1,057 

624 



12,877 



Books. 



79 
91 
200 
297 
264 
244 



186 
332 
335 
177 
157 
107 



2,660 



USEFUL ARTS DEPARTMENT. 



Mr. Carl P. P. Vitz, assistant librarian, reports as follows on the 
work of the useful arts and science department of which he is in 
charge: 

As the useful arts room was not opened to the public until November 1, this report 
covers its operation for only a part of the fiscal year. It covers also, however, the 
preparatory steps taken in its oi^nization. 

hoT some time it had been felt that the library was not sufficiently supplying the 
wants of the workingman, engineer, and business man; also, as books ancl periodicals 
were being added along these lines, it became apparent that though filling a want, they 
were not sufficiently accessible to the men. Tne transfer of the children 's department 
into a larger room in the basement made it possible to use the room vacated by them 
to create a new department to bring together and make available this^material. 
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In planning the department the libraries at Newark and Providence, which have 
similar departments, were visited, reports of other libraries were studied, and letters 
of inquiry seeking information on specific questions were sent to various libraries. It 
was deciaed to combine the circulating, reference, and reading room work along useful 
arts lines in this one room, to add a collection of manufacturers' trade catalogues, 
making all freely available on open shelves, and to have men in charge of the room 
practically at all hours. The classes of books included were essentially those on the 
engineering branches, the trades, and handicrafts; the physical and mathematical 
sciences, on which they are based; the arts and crafts, combining art and handicraft, 
and also agriculture with allied subjects, and books on business. 

Periodicals covering the same field were transferred to the department. Valuable 
help was received from the library committee of the Washington Society of Engineers, 
ana on their recommendation the periodical list was thoroughly revised for the calen- 
dar year 1908, and about thirty new titles were added. The periodicals have been 
shelved in an alphabetic arrangement around the room on top of the bookcases, which 
brings them at a convenient height. By using pamphlet boxes it was possible to have 
available both the last number in a binder on top and back numbers in the box. As 
regards binding periodicals, the policy adopted was to bind but very few, keeping 
however, unbound numbers available, and rather to have a large list for current read- 
ini? use. 

The largest task was the gathering of catalogues for the trade catalogue collection. 
Form letters descriptive of the nature and purpose of the room were mai!ei to a large 
number of manufacturing firms. Besides general manufacturing lines, f sp3cial effort 
was made to get cataloc:ues of office appliances and equipment, printing and binding 
machinery and materials, paper, laboratory and scientific apparatus, automobiles, 
and florists' catalogues. The mailincr list was made up from an examination of the 
advertising pages of most of the periodicals received and of the lists of trade catalogues 
given by many of the more important periodicals. The plan adopted for the care of 
this material was as follows: Tne catalogues were classified by subject and arranged 
on the shelves in alphabetic order by subject. Large catalogues stand by theraselvea. 
Leaflets and smaller catalogues are kept in large manila envelopes, which are marked 
with subject and filed in with the others. An alphabetic list of subjects used is kept 
as an aid in classifying other catalogues as received, while an alphabetic index by 
firms refers to subjects under which the firm's catalogues are classified. 

In anticipation of the opening of the room, books were ordered freely. The Engi- 
neering News and Technical Literature (now Engineering Digest), and lists prepared 
by publishers of scientific and engineering books but especially those prepared by 
other libraries were used to help in making selections. Since the room has been 
opened, ordering has been confined more closely to books reviewed in the above- 
mentioned periodicals and to meet demands and fill up the few gaps made apparent 
by use. 

The room was opened on November 1. At that time it was adverti-^ed in the local 
papers and in the library bulletin. Also circular letters were sent out to local business 
men and manufacturers asking them to call the attention of their employees to the 
new department. Members of the Washinj^ton Board of Trade were also told of the 
new enterprise. A talk by the librarian before the Washington Society of Engineers 
at a public meeting of the society also served to make it known. The room proved 
popular immediately and its use rapidly increased up to the approach of the hot .sum- 
mer weather. It is used largely by students and mechanics, but also by professional 
men. The room is very easy to administer, due to the fact that the material is so 
readily to hand. The patrons, also, quickly learn to help themselves and express 
much gratification that they can examine on the shelves all the books on subjects that 
interest them. The collection of books, as tested by actual use, shows it to be well 
selected and able to meet the varied and inci easing demands in a very satisfactory 
manner. Along a few lines, however, it was necessary to add to the collection very 
materially. The greatest increase of the room has been in ready-reference work. 
While the regular reference books have been indispensable, the hooks in the circulating 
collection have been used more often, as they usually will contain more recent and 
fuller information. This is true especially along mechanical and technological lines. 
The trade catalogue collection proves its value by constant use, especially by fu^ 
nishing a kind of information not to be found elsewhere. During the school tenn, 
books were reserved in advance for classes taking up some particular subject. This 
has been done to a great extent for the Bliss Electrical School, whose students uae the 
room in large numbers. 
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^ In the couree of the year two new departures were inaugurated . The first was to 
issue back numberR of periodicals and trade catal(^ies on me in the room. A simple 
charging record is employed. These periodicals are issued from the desk in the mom 
and not from the general delivery desk. All but the current number of monthlies 
and the last two issues of weeklies may be borrowed. While the circulation has not 
been large, it has been sufficient to prove the desirability of the step. Nor has it 
interfered with the reading room use of the periodicals. It is interesting to note that 
the chief demand has been for shorthand and architectural periodicals, the latter 
lor their house plans. 

The other new departure has been to take pamphlet material, of some but not great 
value or of an ephemeral nature, classify it and prepare it for the shelves, but ni>t to 
accession or catalogue it. With little labor and few records to make and later to unmake 
it is thus possible to put on open shelves and make available for home use a class of 
material always a problem. 

As to recommendations for next year, they are not many. My chief recommendation 
is that we incre^ase our resources along applied art lines, drawing, designing, decora- 
tion, and ornament, and make them better known. I would suggest that a future 
fine art department be kept definitely in mind in planning and making purchases. 
The collection of business books, especially shorthand, bookkeeping, and accounting, 
should be materially strengthened. 

A statistical repprt is appended: 

Attendance. 



Totd. 



WMk days 
Sundays... 

Total 



Nov. 

2,375 
2.54 


Dec. 


Jan.a 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 

3,332 
257 


May. 

2,819 
292 


June. 

2,444 
209 


2.492 
293 


1,888 
112 


3,046 
2')3 


3,211 
327 


2.629 


2,785 


2,000 


3,299 


3,538 


3.5S9 


3,111 


2,653 



21,607 
1 997 

23,604 



a Library closed 13 days, including 2 Sundays. 

The following tables show the increase in circulation as a result of bringing books 
from the stacks to open shelves. All the classes compared, except W, were wholly 
in the stacks November, 1906, to June, 1907. Now H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, R, S, T 
are wholly on open shelves, W in large part, U and Z in part, and Q not at all. Of 
the above, H (in part), L, M (in part), R, S, T, U, and W are shelved in the useful 
arts room. The large increases are a striking testimony to the value of open shelves 
in bringing books to the attention of the public. The tables compare the circulation 
for November, 1907 to June, 1908 (the months that the department has been in opera- 
tion) with the corresponding months of the year previous. 

NOVEMBER, 1906, TO JUNE, 1907. 



Class. 



H-K 

W 

z 

Total 



Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 
436 


480 


491 


664 


629 


664 


569 


5.33 


589 


532 


713 


6r>0 


781 


730 


628 


584 


374 


3t9 


480 


548 


543 


458 


439 


375 


584 


400 


680 


650 


845 


7.'^^3 


548 


426 


300 


219 


319 


260 


328 


2.>2 


233 


159 


2,327 


1,991 


2,856 


2,637 


3,161 


2,762 


2,381 


1.980 



Total. 



4,430 
6,207 
3.57« 
4,806 
2.070 

20,095 



NOVEMBER, 1907, TO JUNE, 1908. 



n-K 

feXv;::;:: 

W 

Z 

Total. 



9v4 


1,071 


927 


1,2^2 


1,49> 


1.242 


1 064 


886 


894 


900 


819 


1,123 


1,269 


1,173 


984 


614 


773 


631 


627 


791 


1,021 


811 


779 


730 


682 


500 


467 


681 


759 


642 


657 


457 


377 


364 


312 


492 


44.5 


401 


326 


366 


3,490 


3,466 


3,042 


4,339 


4,989 


4,269 


3,710 


2,953 



8.891 
7,588 
6,063 
4,645 
3,083 

30,286 
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SUMMARY. 



II-K (Social soion'-os) 
I-,-0 (Natural s lonffts), 
R-U 



(.Useful arts) 
W (Finoarts. piast.cand graphic). 
Z ( lioak. arts) 



Total. 



Not iuorcase. 



1906-7. 



4,438 
5,207 
3. rjG 
4,80^ 
2,070 i 



20,095 



1907-8. 



Increase. 



8.891 ■ 
7,5«tt 

6,oti.3 ; 

3,083 I 
30,268 



4.4.V) 
2,379 
2.487 



Decrease. 



1.013 



10,334 
Kil 



10,173 



Percent 



161 



161 



50 

31 

II 

I 



SI 



CHILDREN S DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Clara W. Herbert, children's librarian, reports as follows on 
the work of that department: 

The year hot* been marked by the opening of the new children's room in September, 
the gradual assumption of all the detail work of the department, other than the care 
of thie book^» to be repaired and rebound, previously cared for in lar^** measure by the 
iwue department; and the inauguration ol the work with pchools, with an aseistant in 
charge and a small collection of books for distribution among the clasB roonm of the 
outlying schools. The work of the department with schools will be covered by the 
report of the af^sistant in charge. 

The salient point brought out in the work of the year has been the ver}' gratifying 
proof of the appreciation of the community of the privileges offered by the library. 
The large numner of people in the District with intellectual tastes and small incomei 
find in the library a veritable "university for the people" and are eager for the advan- 
tages to bo derived from its use both for themselves and for their children. Thisil 
especially true of the teachers who are untiring in their efforts** to have the benefits 
available for their pupils, who encourage them to come to the library from lone dis- 
tances, t\\»' >)o\s havi: g wnlked from liandle Height.s on Saturdays, or carrj* ten booki 
drawn on their special cards to their class rooms. Teachers of one school are regular in 
thus supplying tlieir classes, although it means carrying the ten books more than a 
mile uphill. A small Hebrew boy brought his mother to the library before she 
had been in this country thirty -six hours, and there are constant indications of the 
fact thai the librarv meets a verv definite need in the lives of the children, in 
awakening and enlarging their interests, and developii'g amopg them a use whidi 
shall result iu better equipment and higher ideals as they enter into adult life. 

With this demand and with the wise use of the library indicated by the conntant 
requ(ist for more coj)ies of the best books, the children's room feels the need of a lamr 
book fund, although the allotment to the room has pr«»viou8ly been generous, and a 
largi^r staff to meet the growing ne(»ds of the room. The growth of the work with the 
registration this year of nearly 4,000 new children, the constantly increasinj? reference 
work with teachers and pupils, the added activities of the work with schools, the 
detail work assumodbvauHo it could no longer be carried by the already overburdened 
issue department, make more assistants nt^cessary if we are to give the children the 
personal dirnctioii they need, help the older boys and girls at the critical time of their 
transitioM from juvenile to a<lult reading, take advantage of the opportunities offered 
by the schools to talk to the crhildren about books and the best use of the librarj-, and 
to read the n^any new books offered each year by the publishers, of which only a few 
are suitabU* for use. 

Th(j equipment of the new children's room is very satisfactory and the effect meet 
plciiding for a bit-»ement room. The new ])ictures, brought from abroad, add much to 
its homelike appearance. I Jetter light ing for the* shelves and tables and a new entrance 
whi(?h would do away with th*» long, dark corridor now in use an? much needed. 

Advantage has been taken of the books too soiled for circulation in the children's 
room, but otherwise in good condition, to send them to two playgrounds and two 
distant schools. In the case of the former, the library prepared the books and assisted 
in starting their use, and then turned them over to volunteer workers for weekly dis- 
tribution. Withdrawn books have been sent as in former years to the juvenile court, 
boys and girls, reform schools, working ))oys' home, and similar institutions. 

The children's librarian has been privileged to attend the .\merican Library Aseo- 
ciation conference at Lake Minnctonka, and has visited libraries and playgrounds in 
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Minneapolis, Chicago, Cleveland, and Pittsbui^g, gaining many suggeetions for more 
effective work. 
FoUowing are the statistics for the year: 

Circulalionf by months and classes, from July 1, 1907, to June 30, 1908, 





1907. 




July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Deo. 


Philosophy and reli^rlon 


83 
159 
578 

36 
217 
128 
191 
558 
113 
4,781 


52 
174 
482 

38 
173 
113 
203 
480 

93 
4,1?3 


67 
186 
455 

25 
171 
118 
190 
522 

95 
3,950 


106 
340 
865 
45 
262 
148 
203 
642 
121 
4,315 


129 
459 

1.414 
72 
361 
195 
290 
960 
149 

5,704 


117 


B 1 ocraph y 


327 


H Istorv aii'l travel 


1,21» 
68 


Social science 


Natural science 


271 


Useful arts 


143 


Recreations and fine arts 


196 


Literature 


947 


Periodicals 


134 


Fiction 


4,778 






Total 


6,844 


5,931 


5,779 


7,047 


9,733 


8,198 






Average daily circulation 


263 


220 


231 


261 


374 


328 







Philosophy and religion.. 

Biograpny 

H Istory and travel 

Social scieni-e 

Natural science 

Useful arts 

R»v-r«ilions and Hne arts. 

Literature 

PttiiO'Iirals 

Fiction 



190a 



Jan. 



Total 5,591 ! 9,504 



83 
258 
897 

57 
2*W 
109 
129 

3.194 



Feb. 



150 
517 

1.498 

78 

266 

1S7 

243 

1,010 
152 

5,403 



Average dally circulation 329 



380 



Uar. 



224 
713 

2,»i7 

98 

421 

261 

276 

1,184 
100 

6,774 



12, 178 



Apr. 



154 
556 

1,*.25 
74 
342 
191 
259 
K,4 
lo(> 

5.835 



10, 166 



468 



?9l 



May. 



146 
423 

1,330 
100 
276 
170 
?00 
932 
12.-. 

5,237 



8,939 



344 



June. 



123 
372 
985 
52 
197 
152 
222 
806 
1?0 
5,294 



8,333 



321 



Total. 



1,434 
4,484 

13,414 
743 
3,ia5 
1.914 
2,602 
9. ,161 
1.5?8 

59,388 



98.233 



Per 
cent. 



1.46 
4.56 

W.ft5 
.75 
3.22 
L96 
2.65 
9.73 
l.V 

60.46 



100.00 



School dupl|f»ate circulat Ion 5, 888 

Virginia aventie playground circulation: 

Fiction 290 

NonOction 171 

Children's room circulation 98, 233 



Total hivenlle c'rcnlatlon 104, 652 

Total "juvenile registration 3, 844 



WORK WITH THE SCHOOLS. 

Miss Georj^ette Ross, who was in charge of the work with the 
schools, reports as follows: 

The ambition to effect a closer connection between the library and the schools of 
the District resulted in the appointment, July, 1907, of a library assistant, who was 
to have as her special charge the school visiting and the supervision of the school 
duplicate collection. This collection consists of 592 volumes of carefully selected 
juvenile literature to be sent out in sets of 25 volumes for circulation among the pupils 
of outlying schools. One copy of each book is kept as reference in the children's 
room, forming a small model library (210 volumes) of juvenile literature. The books 
(to be kept for three months at a time) have been in constant circulation, and 40 
unfilled applications and a file of grateful letters from teachers and pupils testify to 
the use of tne collection and to the need of its increase. 

The school visiting, done from October to February by Miss Ross and from February 
to June by Miss Herbert and Miss Ross, has resulted^ in 411 visits to 86 schools. During 
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these visits (to the fourth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades), which have been in the 
nature of brief informal talks, the children have been informed, many for the first 
time, that: (1) There is a Public Library in Washington, and who gave the build- 
ing to the city; (2) its location and hours of opening; (3) how to join; and (4) the joy 
of reading. 

The teachers are told of (1) the 10-book teacher's card and (2) the picture collection. 

More than 1,200 registrations have resulted from these visits and a cordial relation 
established between the library and teachers to which no record of statistics could do 

1'ustice. A knowledge of the child and its needs is gained from these school visits, a 
knowledge which has proved invaluable to the librarv assistant. 

Lists were made out with special reference to each grade (fourth to eighth) and 
on visits were left with the teacher for consultation by her pupils. Special listj? on 
electricity and poetry were compiled in the spring and distributed among the schools. 

An attempt was made to influence the children who are leaving school before attend- 
ing the high school by sending letters on June 1 to the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades, urging the pupils to avail themselves of the opportunity the library offers in 
providing them with a means for continuing their education. 

The following are evidences of the appreciation of the library's efforts to assist 
schools: 

1. Increased use of the telephone by teachers asking that 10 books be selected 
on a certain subject. 

2. Letters and verbal expressions from teachers who have received collections, of 
the usefulness of the books, and genuine disappointment evinced by teachers who 
came too late to receive books. 

3. A request from Mr. Stuart, superintendent of schools, that a representative from 
the library address a meeting of the supervisors and eighth-grade teachers. This 
invitation was accepted (October 22) by Mr. Bowerman, Miss Herbert, and Miss Roes. 
Mr. Bowerman, after a few introductory remarks, introduced Miss Ross, who briefly 
outlined the library's hopes for the ensuing year. 

4. An invitation from Miss Parkman to addre.'is the normal school students on "The 
right kind of children's literature." Miss Herbert accepted this invitation on 
November 5. 

5. Visits to the children's room by the following: Doctor Chancellor, during his 
term as superintendent of schools; Mr. Stuart, superintendent of schools; Miss E. V. 
Brown, director of primary work* Miss A. M. Goaing, principal of the normal school, 
and Miss Parkman, instructor of English at the normal school. 

6. In May, Miss Hendley, principal of the Seaton School, and Miss Davis, principal 
of the Emery School, called at the library to confer with Mr. Bowerman, Miss Herbert, 
and Miss Ross on the preparation of a list of sugpoj'ted summer reading for pupils of 
the eighth |[;rade. Such a list was published by the board of education, statine that 
the books listed would be available at the Public Library. These lists were distributed 
from the schools and the library. Less ambitious lists were also prepared by Miaa 
Davis and Miss Hendley and distributed to the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh grades. 

7. Increased use of the library by teachers from private and parochial srhools. 
The supervisors and principals of the buildings and the teachers -vnsited have not 

only offered the library visitors a most cordial welcome on their rounds, but have 
assured them how sratefully received were the many evidences of the effort to make 
the library a vital force in the educational sy.stem of the District of Columbia. 

At the suggestion of Miss Brown, superintendent of primary instruction, 80 books 
were ordered for use by the primary giades Cfirst to fourth), and are kept in the chil- 
dren's room, as the nucleus of a reference collection. 

A pleasant close to the year's activity in connection with the schools was a meeting 
held between scrhool and library ofliciais at the public library, May 28. Superintend- 
ent Stuart, unable to bo present, sent his regrets by way of letters. Among the school 
representatives were the vice-president of the board of trustees, four sunervii?ing 
principals, the supervisor of primary instruction, the librarians of three school libraries, 
and several grade teachers. A brief r^um6 of the year's work was presented and the 
opening meeting, in which suggestions were offered, was closed by the appointment 
by Mr. Stuart of a library committee composed of school officials, who in the future 
would confer with the librarian in matters of mutual interest. 
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8UOOESTION8 FOR CABRYINO ON THE WORK ANOTHER YEAR. 

1. The one in charge of the school work (school visiting, school duplicate collection, 
picture collection, etc.) to have no other duties and no night work. 

2. The school duplicate and picture collection to be placed in the west study, second 
floor, and telephone connection established therewith, and the assistant in charge to 
be there when not school visiting. 

3. Parochial, private, and hien schools to be included in the visiting. 

4. Carefully prepared book talks, e. g., brief sketches of the life and work of Dickens, 
Irving, Scott, etc., to be given to the school children. With the exception of the 
fourth grade, it will not be necessary next year to devote so much time to "advertising 
the library,*' so that school talks should possess literary value. 

5. Careiully compiled lists made with reference to the various courses of study 
(this wish has been frequently voiced b>^ teachers during the past year) and bibliogra- 
phies of reference books prepared on assigned topics. 

6. A list of especial helps to teachers, to appear in the educational bulletin. 

7. A conference in September or October between the library oflBcers and the library 
committee appointed from the schools to outline the work for the year. 

PICTURE COLLECTION. 

Miss Frances Moore is in charge of the picture collection and 
arranges the various exhibitions. The following extracts have been 
selected from her report: 

During the year the picture collection has passed the experimental stage. It now 
covers a multitude of subjects and is used by teachers, illustrators, study clubs, 
Sunday schools, mission classes, and newspapers. The principal patrons of it are 
public-school teachers. Seventy out of 87 white schools of the District have taken out 
pictures. 

The pictures have been collected from worn-out books, old magazines, advertise- 
ments, railway folders, and from such gift:^ as are valuable only for the illustrations. 
Several purchases have been made during the year. While in Paris, Mr. Bowerman 
selected about four hundred platinotypea of great paintings and nearly two hundred 
iKwt-card reproductions of famous pictures. Two thousand Bureau of University 
Travel pictures and 240 Tissot Bible illustrations have proved very useful. 

The clipped pictures are kept in envelopes in vertical filing cabinets and are mounted 
to meet demands. The mounts are of thm gray cardboard cut to a uniform size (9J by 
lOJ inches), ^^^lenever possible, two or more pictures arc placed on the Fame mount 
in order to save space. The subject headings used are eight in number. Fine arts 
include copies of the works of the masters as well as of modem painters and illustrators. 
They are arranged according to school of painting. Portraits cover all biographical 
material, with such subheadings as authors, actors, and musicians. The other headings 
are history and United States history, geography. United States geography, animals, 
and miscellaneous. 

The pictures already mounted include about 5,000 on fine arts, 3,000 on geography, 
1,100 on United States geography, 700 on history, fiOO portraits, 300 on birds, and 2,000 
miscellaneous. The unmounted pictures are numerous, but as yet uncounted. For 
example, there are at least 500 on Colorado and nearly 500 on forestrv and irrigation. 

The charging system is very simple. Small printed slips with blank spaces for the 
name of the borrower, date for return, number, and claps of pictures issued are used. 
One slip goes out with the pictures and a carbon duplicate is filed under date for return. 
When the pictures are returned both slips are destroyed. There are no fines and in the 
majority ot cases the pictures are returned promptly. It has been found necessary to 
keep an order book so that no request will be overlooked. About 20 mounts are issued 
at one time and may be kept seven days. This rule is exceedingly elastic, however, 
as the purpose of the collection is to be as useful as possible and to grant special privi- 
leges to meet special needs. 

There is work enough to need the entire time and attention of the assistant in charge. 
The surprising demand for pictures and the fact that this year's circulation is ten 
timee^that of last year proves that the picture collection is filling a definite need. 
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DEPOBIT BTATIONB. 



At some time during the year 8 deposit stations have been in 
operation. The saUent facts concerning the work of each are best 
shown by the following table and by the extracts from the reports of 
the volunteer librarians which follow it : 

Circulation of deposit stations. 



Stations. 



Neighborhood TToiise 

Oeon;otown Station 

Social Sotllcmnn t 

Rochorort House 

Noel House (o{ien 7 months). 

Rosedale Station 

Recreation Center No. 1 

Y. M. C. A. (open 9 months). 



Total. 



Adult. 


Juvenile. 


190(^-7 


1907-8 
927 


1900-7 


1907-8 


877 


910 


1,4.30 


858 


861 


1,403 


1,585 


403 


344 


2,018 


1,884 


19 


98 


625 


615 


l,0r)5 


874 


4,253 


2,2r6 


4(t9 


463 


1.793 


1,412 


404 


2,274 
4.009 


1,382 


3,508 








4,085 


9,850 


12,284 


12,730 



Total. 



1906-7 



1,787 
2,261 
2,421 
544 
5,308 
2,262 
1,786 



16,369 



1907-8 



2,3.57 
2,446 
2,228 
713 
3,170 
1,875 
5.782 
4,009 



22,580 



Gain. 


1 
Loss. 


570 
185 


* 'i93' 



HOQIt 

open. 



169 
1,792 



3,996 



387' I 



'I- 



154 
103 
1701 
183 
283 
1,650 



6,211 



580 



NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE STATION. 

Miss Emily Spilman, of the Superintendent of Documents Office, 
reports as follows on the Neighborhood House station, of which she is 
volunteer librarian: 

The increafle in circulation is encouraging, as we have had no special stimulation in 
the way of new books, and the station is open only twice each week, for one and one- 
half hours each day of opening. Therc^gistration numbered 141. 

An attractive lot of new books was provided by the Public Library, but it waa 
deemed advisable to keep them packed until we had the shelves safeguarded in some 
way, as during the summer and early fall there are no rcsidentfl at the clubhouse. The 
librarian was unwilling to assume responsibility for the safety of books left on open 
shelves, when her period of supervision is only three hours a week. 

After a conference with the residents in charge, they agreed to have the neceaaary 
work done, but it was not finished at the close of the fiscal year, so the new boon 
remained packed. 

We have transferred more readers to the main librarv than in any previous year. 
This shows that some at least of our "scattered seed has fallen in fertile soil. ** 

The picture books prove a great source of attraction. The attendance in the reading 
room has been very large, the room being usually crowded, so crowded that all avaif 
able floor space is used by the readers when the supply of chairs becomes exhausted. 
More than one person is neede<l to do the work and keep order in the room. This extra 
assistance has been provided by Miss Stalnacker, Mrs. Quintrelle (formerly of the 
Cleveland Public Library), and Mr. C. A. Flagg, of the Library of Congress. 

NOEL HOUSE STATION. 

Miss M. Ethel Bubb, of the central library staff, reports as follows 
on tho Noel House station, of which she was volunteer librarian at the 
time it was closed: . 'fi 

During the past fiscal year the deposit ntation at Noel House was open six and one- 
half months, dating from July to January 17, when it was permanently closed. During 
that period the registration was 41. 

The hours of opening were at first the same as the previous year, Monday 6 to 8 p. m., 
Saturday 2 to 5 p. m., but after October 1 the Saturday hours were changed to 3 to 5 
p. m., making the library open at first five and then four hours a week. On Auinut 
17 Miss Buynitzky, librarian, resigned , having accepted an out-of-town position. From 
that time Miss Bubb took charge of the work. 

Those interested in the station the past year have worked in the midst of difficulty 
and uncertainty, but in spite of this there was a material proportionate gain in ^e 
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circulation, which under normal cirumstances would have been very laree. The 
difficulty in procuring necessary assistance was a great problem. The station liad for a 
year past outgrown the time when it could be handled with any degree of accuracy or 
satisfaction by untrained assistants. Organized and responsible, dependable work had 
become necessary to efficient handling. The volunteer librarian could rely upon only 
one assistant, Miss Edith Endicott, for regular services. Thanks are also due to ^fis8 
Ethel Leupp, who came to the rescue and prevented the closing of the library Saturday 
afternoons. By just this means of accepting gladly all proffered assistance, trained or 
not, the routine work of the station was carried on. No attempt was made to extend the 
work; in fact things could hardly have been held together nad not Noel House, the 
social settlement, been practically closed during the year, thus dispoBing of those 
children primarily attracted by the house. The deposit station at Noel House was 
closed after January 17, the ostensible reason being the removal of the settlement, but 
the fact that no attempt was made to continue in existence this, the largest and most 
promising of the deposit stations, was due entirely to lack of assistants to carry on the 
work. The truth of the matter is that a station of the size and possibilities of the Noel 
House station has outgrown voluntary as well as untrained assistants. 

But some library is needed, and needed badly, by the community; the children first 
attr cted to reading through the station have not lost interest now, but trudge all the way 
to the Public Library, a walk of a good two miles each way, through a most unattractive 
section This is true of most of the borrowers who are old enough to go so far. Of 
course the ideal response to the need of the community would be to open a branch 
library. Time and experience seem to have proved the need of a library in the north- 
east section of the city and the uselessiiess of trying to rise to the occasion with volun- 
tary untrained assistants. 

ROCHEFORT HOUSE STATION. 

This station has suffered much during the year from frequent 
chano;es in the personnel of those who have conducted it. Miss 
Sarah Ambler, librarian of the Superintendent of Documents library, 
who had been volunteer librarian of the station since its establisn- 
ment, was obliged to withdraw early in the year. Amonor the other 
volunteers who helped to conduct it were Misses Atwood and Colcord, 
of the Department of A^culture library, Miss Clara H. Burroughs, 
chairman of the settlement's library committee, Mr. R. M. Brown, 
librarian of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, and Messrs. W. O. Waters 
and W. D. Goddard, of the Library of Congress. The following is 
extracted from Mr. Goddard*s report: 

I have been incumbent of the library station at Rochefort House only since April 1. 
During the fall and winter Mr. Ralph &rown as librarian with assistants kept open the 
two rooms mentioned in last year's report, and even had three open evenings a week — 
Mondav, Tuesday, and Thursday, 7.30 to 9 p. m. In February the experiment waa 
tried of removing the library upstairs so that tne reading room might be more secluded; 
but the lighting was poor, very few cared to read at the station anyway, and with only 
one person in charge it was impossible to maintain order and quiet among the dozen 
or twenty boys who congregated in the reading room without any definite purpose. 
Accordingly, in April, the library was restored to its original location downstairs, and 
DO attempt was made to reserve a second room for readers. Meanwhile, two assistants 
had ceased to come on account of sickness, and the library was thenceforward kept 
open on Monday evenings only. The circulation continued to be upward of 25 
volumes an evening till toward the close of the season in June. 

It is obvious that the volunteer work at library stations would be benefited by a 
lai^er number of volunteers; and the query arises, Would it not be possible to coordi- 
nate the work with that of the churches of the city so as to be helpful to both? We 
feel the need, for example, of messenger boys to collect overdue Dooks; meanwhile 
many a Sunday school teacher would be glaa to refer his boys to something at which 
they could spend one hour a week (on Saturdays or out of school) in the practical 
exercise of the spirit of helpfulness. A little systematic canvassing would undoubt- 
edly secure an aaequate list of volunteer messengers. 

If a larger number of persons were in attendance each evening the strain on each 
one would be less; and greater facility in securing an occasional vacation would retain 
many in the service who now feel obliged to resign because their work, single handed, 
is too confining. 
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GEORGETOWN STATION. 

Miss Mary D. Wi^htman, of the Library of Confess, volunteer 
librarian, reports as follows on her Greor^town station: 

Early in the year our collection of books was supplemented by ^ newonee^ bringing 
the number of books up to about 700. This gave us a good start and our circulation 
increased considerably. 

We also posted on our bulletin board lists calculated to interest our readers of 
various ages. These have been of great use, the one of fiction for men has been con- 
stantly consulted, a number of young men systematically reading every book 
mentioned. 

In the fall several tesu^hers from near-by schools visited us and have since taken an 
interest in having the children come. 

During the hot weather the circulation falls to a very low figure, and many cards 
are left with us to keep "until it gets cool enough to read.*' 

In April Miss Sellers, who has given so much time and thought to the work of the 
Georgetown station, was obliged to withdraw. Miss Alice Lerch, of the Library of 
Congress, has kindly taken her place. 

COLORED SOCIAL SETTLEMENT STATION. 

The Colored Social Settlement station is in charg:e of Mr. Thomas 
Hun^erford, one of the janitors of the central hbrarv. He is a very 
efficient volunteer librarian. The head resident of tliis settlement 
writes as follows: 

The library is in a flourishing condition. In the busv season some 65 children 
receive books weekly. We are very grateful for the branch library in our settlement. 

ROSED ALE STATION. 

Miss Katharine M. Johnson, of the central Hbrary staff, reports as 
follows on the Rosedale station, of wliich she is the volunteer 
librarian: 

Rosedale station has reached the goal of its second annual report by quiet and 
pleasant paths. The slight confusion incident to the opening of a new station has 
changed to a knowledge of and respect for its few and simple rules. The work has 
crrown more and more pleasant as the children have come to know the library and the 
librarian to know the children. 

On an average the station has been opened thrf»e hours a week during the year. 
Misj? Brower. of the central lil)rary staff assisted in the once-a-week opening of the 
summer, and for the rest of the year the workers of Rosedale Mission settlement. 
Miss Worthington and Miss Runyan gave needed help. This year library hours 
preceded or followed various meetings of the mission, adult and juvenile, with benefit 
to the circulation and general library interest. A regular Thursdav evening period 
of an hour has been added to the Saturday afternoon opening, and during the winter 
books were exchanged in the sessions of boys' and girls' clubs. 

There has been a gratifying increase in the adult circulation, and the character of 
the books in favor is a source of real pleasure. Some of Henry Van Dyke's stories, added 
a short time ago. are proving general favorites, and indeed almost all of the hundred new 
books just shelved nave met with red appreciation. The pmportion of nonfictioQ 
IxKiks circulated continues fair. Many of the boy readers fairly revel in history and 
biography. One of the fifth-grade le'«chers has used her teacher's card for pome inonths 
Qt the station, finding the selection both aderpiate and convenient. The visits of the 
Bch(M)l librarians also noticeably directed the taste of the children and sent Uf* new 
applicants for library privilesres. 

\Ve have continuecl to i>e strineent in the collection of fines, believing that we have 
been helped in general efticiency. 

Our shelving room is still inadequate, over TiOO books being confined in one small 
bookcase in the hallway of the mission, but we exi)e('t to remedy this later 

Rosedale Station is the only librarv in this community. Only the fringes of the 
neitrhborhood need have been touched as yet. It is an excellent neld for laiger work, 
ana this we hope to do in the future. 
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BECBEATION CENTER NO. 1. 

Miss Margaret J. Elgin, of the central library stafT, is employed by 
the Washington Playgrounds Association as librarian of the Kecrea^ 
tion Center Station in the Western High School. She reports as 
follows: 

During the year Recreation Center No. 1 has been opened every Tuesday and Thurs- 
day evenings from 7 to 8.30 o'clock, and every Saturday afternoon from 4*to 6 o'clock. 
The library is located in the large, pleasant library of the Western High School. 

The number of new registrations during the year was 13C. The regi?tration of adults 
has increased, and a number of adults and children who have registered at the main 
library borrow books from Recreation Center. The first impression was that only 
children could take books from the Ktation, but that idea was not a lasting one, and it 
is becoming generallv known that the station is also for adults. 

The pupply of boolks is by no means large enough to supply the wants of the bor- 
rowers. The library was opened April 11, 1907, with about 210 books; later about 125 
new books were added. During the year juet closing about 200 new books were bought 
for the station by the main library and 95 were given by the Boys' Club. A number of 
books was loaned by the central library to help meet the demand until more books could 
be given to the station. At present there is a decided lack of books in proportion to 
the demand on the part of children of all ages and grades. There is a great demand 
for books for the little children; college stories for the girls; stories of adventure and 
detective stories for the men and boys, and especially adult fiction. During the winter 
there was a great den^and for biography, travel, history, and games on the part of adults 
and older bovs and girls. Books on machinery and inventions arc in constant demand 
by boys. The f ction called for is in almost all cases good fiction. 

During the school term there was quite a derrand on the part of the teachers for the 
lO-book privileire. As far as was possible this privilege was granted, and those in 
charge tried to aid the teachers by fcorrowing such books as it was possible to borrow 
for one month from the nrain library and circulating them at Recreation Center. 

The late and hent popular fiction is supplied in this way to some extent, in order to 
satisfy the den ands of the patrons until more books can be obtained at the station. 

The high-school reference books may be used by readers during the library hours 
for reference work. 

Earlier in the year Mrs. Giles Rafter was in charge of the station, with Mr. Broderick 
Rafter and M iss Elgin as assistants. I ater, Mrs. Rafter and her son withdrew and Miss 
Ramsburg, of the central library staff, was employed to assist Miss Elgin. 

Y. M. C. A. STATION. 

Mr. Ralph McN. Dunbar, formerly of the central library staff, is 
employed ny the Y. M. C. A. as librarian of the library station. He 
reports as follows on the nine months' work of that station: 

Under the arspices of the department of education in the Washington Young Men's 
rhristian Association, the Y. M. C. A. Station of the Public Library was opened 0«to- 
ber 1, 1907, with about 700 volumes. The branch is located prominently in the east 
alcove of the beautiful lobby in the association building ana has. besides a reading 
room, a stack room in the rear capable of containing two thousand or more volumes. 
For the want of shelves, most of the books have to be kept in the stack room, thus 
placing no little handicap on the service. Shelves for the front have been assured 
and with their addition tne facilities and attractiveness of the library will be irreatly 
increased . So far the station has been opened every week day, making in all an aggre- 
gate of forty-two horrs per week. 

During the first nine months of its existence, over 400 persons have taken advantage 
of this station. Among the number, the residents living in the immediate vicinity 
of the Young Men's ( hristian Association form a goodly proportion. The bulk of the 
readers are men, there being no provision for juvenile books. 

The demand here compri84»p every class in the library's catalogue — standard works, 
late fiction, philosophy, nistory, and science— all have a good call. Much difficulty 
ih experienced in rrecting these demands, as the library is lacking in several of thoe 
classes, and what it has on its list the readers have already read. In order partly to 
meet this deirau<l a messenger service was established for the delivery of book** from 
the main library. \\ ith the cooperation of the main library this feature proved very 
successful and met with evident approval to patrons, over 500 books being ordered 
10 six mouths. 
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LECTUBE-HALL AND STUDY-ROOM USE. 

The following is a record in detail of organizations holding public 
meetings in the library's lecture hall, the speakers, their subjects, and 
the attendance, so far as it ^as kept: 



Date. 

1907. 
Oct. 7 

Oct. 11 

Oct. 22 

Oct. 23 

Nov. 6 

Nov. 12 
Nov. 20 



Nov. 


2G 


Nov. 


30 


Dec. 


10 


Dec. 


11 


Dec. 


17 


Deo. 


18 


1908. 
Jan. 27 


Feb. 


11 


Feb. 


12 


Feb. 


13 


Feb. 


20 


Feb. 
Feb. 


21 
24 


Feb. 


25 


Feb. 


26 


Feb. 


27 


Mar. 


4 


Mar. 


9 


Mar. 


10 


Mar. 


12 


Mar. 


18 


ICar. 


24 


Apr. 


8 


Apr. 


9 


Apr. 


14 


Apr. 


17 



Organisation. 



Washington Esperanto So- 
ciety. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

do 



District of Columbia Library 
Association. 

Washington Society of Engi- 
neers. 

Association of American Oav- 
cmment Accountants. 

District of Columbia Library 
Association. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

District of Columbia Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

Association of Oldest Inhab- 
itants. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

District of Columbia Library 
Association. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

National Society of the Fine 
Arts. 

District of Columbia Library 
Association ( c h i 1 d r e n's 
room). 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

High School Teachers' Asso- 
ciation. <> 

Tlousekcepers' Allianooa 

Society for Scientific Study 
of Education. 



National Society of the Fine 
Arts. 

Society for Scientiflc Study 
of Education.a 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

Washington Esperanto So- 
ciety. 

California State Association.. 

National Society of the Fine 
Arts. 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

District of Columbia Library 
Association. 

National Society of the Fine 
Arts. 

District of Columbia Library 
Association. 

High School Teachers' Asso- 
ciation. a 

Association of American Gov- 
ermnent Accountants. 



Society of the Oregon Coun- 
try. 



Lecturer. 



Charles W. Stewart. . . 
Prof. Henry C. Adams. 

L. H. Mattingly 

G. F. Bowerman 

....do 



{ 



W.W.Scott... 
W. D. Ilorlgan. 
C. P. P. Vlte... 
J. F. Kilgore... 



L. O. Robblns.. 
Joseph I. Keefer. 
R. L. Golze 



E. Dana Durand 

Miss Florence N. Levy, 
J. C. M. Hanson 



S. W. Stratton.. 
GUIord Pinchot. 



Miss Leila Mechlin.. 



V. G. Croissant 

Edmond Privat 

Hon. J. R. Knowland. 
Mrs. Wm. H. Holmes. 

Le Grand Powers 

James McCormlck 

Prof. Percy Ash 

Dr. Bernard C. Steiner. 



Subject. 



Government supervision of 

railway accounts. 
Advertising and statutory 

contracts. 
System of municipal popular 

libraries of Paris. 
Engineering and other teehno- 

loelcal l)00ks In the Public 

Library. 
Suits for recovery of l>alanoe8. . 

Library of the Naval Observa- 
tory. 

American branch library sys- 
tems. 

Fee svstem of compensating 
public officers. 



Attend- 



I 



Travel exx>ense accounts. 
George Washington 



Assignment of claims against ' 
the UnitCKl States. | 



Publicity of public accounts... 
Rembrandt , 



Reminiscences and Impres- . 
slons of the Glasgow confer- 
ence of Septemtier, 1907. I 

Purchase of department sup- 
plies. 

Forestry 



Relation of sui)erintendents 
and principals to training 
and professional improve- 
ment of their teachers. 

Outdoor art 



Mechanics of construction oost 
keeping. 



N. J. O'RclUy, 



C.J. Blanchard.. 
• Afternoon. 



Historic landmarks of Calift>r- 

nia. 
Domestic art 



Depreciation. 



Map making and map values 

In the United States. 
Italian renaissance architeo- 

ture. 
Some relations of the library 

and the Federal Govern- 

mcnt. 



Routine of obtaining advances 
fh>m and making advances 
into the United Stales Treas- 
ury. 

Government works in tlie 
Western States. 



92 
90 

78 



80 

e6 

285 
42 

88 

65 

281 
96 

« 

41 
209 

M5 



ni 

289 

48 
M 
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Date. 



1908. 
Apr. 28 

May 12 
May 13 

May 13 



May 
May 



19 
20 



June 5 
June 12 



Organisation. 



Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

.... do , 

High School Teachers' Asso- 
ctation.a 

German Language League. . . 

Housekeepers' Alliance a 

Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants. 

Philip F. Gerry Memorial As- 
sociation. 

German Language League. . . 



Lecturer. 



A. L. Lawshe. 
W. L. Soleaa. 



Prof. A. Wemer-Span- 
hoofd. 



N.E.Webster, jr. 



Subject. 



Best method of treating gov- 
ernment paper. 
The disbursing olBoe 



Aims of the league . 



Presidential address. 



Attend- 
ance. 



41 



41 
60 

78 

60 
35 

2G8 

112 



a Afternoon. 



STUDY ROOM USE. 



The following is a list of the organizations meeting in the study 
room, including the number of meetings held: 

Braille Esperanto Society 1 

Civic Center Council 6 

Conference between teachers and librarians 1 

District of Columbia Federation of Women's Clubs 6 

Kapatolo Esperanto Klubo 6 

League of American Pen Women 7 

Legion of Loyal Women 7 

Philip F. Gerry Memorial Association 1 

Twentieth Century Club, History Section 13 

Women's National Press Association 7 

Total 56 



ORDER DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Mary S. Sellers, chief of the order department, reports as 
follows: 

The number of volumes added was 15,806. These represent 10,266 volumes pur- 
chased, 5,289 volumes of gifts, and 251 serials bound. 

The congressional appropriation this year was $7,500. In addition to this, $2,561.22 
from the desk fund and $4.50 from the Woman's Anthropological Society fund were 
expended, making a total of $10,065.90. 

Out of 388 titles of fiction received on approval and examined, 211 were accepted 
and 177 rejected. 

The duplicate collection was increased by 599 volumes at an expense of $646.60. 

The total number of books withdrawn was 5,549. This meant the handling of 7,390 
cards taken from the two catalogues and shelf list. 

Patrons have taken advantage more than ever this year of the privilege of having 
books bought that were either new or "always out" for 244 new titles were added by 
recommendation and 291 were duplicated by request. 

More than $600 was spent on fiction during March, the titles being checked up 
from Library Journal in February. 

Since the scheme of "special library binding" commenced, we have bought 171 
volumes in all, and with few exceptions they have proved most satisfactory. 

The books for the Christmas exnibition were loaned by the publishers through a 
local dealer. 

In June it was found that too manv volumes were being mutilated by having the 
pictures torn out, and it was thought best to have the assistant in charge of the acces- 
sioning become responsible for the perforation of all attractive pictures in nonfiction, 
not including, generally, books of reference. Occasionally fiction is included. At 
the same time the heavy embossing stamp and the stamp bearing the name of the 
library and date were done away with and the perforating stamp alone substituted. 
As has been shown in various instances in books stolen and afterwards returned to the 

61775—08 i 
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library, the emboesing etamp may be easily ironed out. The perforation can never be 
removed and serves just as well as a means of identification. 

The following table gives the amount of money spent on various classes. These 
statistics have been kept by the catalo^e department, but hereafter will be kept by 
the order department. The discrepancies between the foregoing figures of the acces- 
sions, made up by the order department, and the figiires in the following table, made 
up in the catalogue department, are to be accounted for by the fact that some books 
accessioned in 1906-7 were not catalogued until 1907-8, and also by the fact that 
some books counted as purchases by the order department were not so classed in the 
catalogue department. It is expected that next year these discrepancies will be 
eliminated. 



Class. 



A (General works) 

B-BQZ (Philosophy) 

BR-BZ (Religion) 

C (Christianity) 

D (Ecclesiastical history), 

E (Biography) 

F (History) 



O (Geography). 

H-K (Social sciences) 

L-Q (Natural sciences) 

R-U (Useful arts) 

V-VU Y (Games, sports, and theater) , 

VV-W (Music and fine arts, plastic and graphic). 

X (Language) , 

Y (Literature) , 

Z (Book arts) , 

Fiction 



Not pur- 
chased. 



1,052 

CI 

64 

76 

79 

3C7 

422 

495 

840 

402 

320 

28 

189 

68 

518 

230 

833 



Total. 



6,044 



Pur 
chased. 



249 

75 

82 

90 

41 

601 

M3 

977 

329 

388 

593 

94 

274 

113 

957 

150 

4,370 



TotaL 



1,301 
136 
146 
172 
120 
968 
976 

1,472 

1,169 
790 
913 
122 
463 
181 

1,473 
380 

5,203 



9,942 15,986 



Cost 



C2aS8 

77.94 

51.78 

86.35 

58 72 

595.22 

5S4.84 

825.93 

439.69 

605.43 

936.92 

100.52 

452.43 

67.98 

899.11 

179. G9 

.%882.80 



10,065.73 



Institutions receiving discarded material. 



Colambia Hospital for Women 

Emergency Hospital 

Fir* Departmcn t 

Florence CriUenton Hope and Help Mission 

Freedmen's Hospital 

Geonre Washington University Hospital 

Geor^town Uni ver«l ty Hospital 

German Orphan Asylum 

Industrial Home Bchool 

Industrial Home School for Colored Children 

Juvenile Court 

Marine Barracks 

Municipal Lodging Hou.se 

National Association for Relief of Destitute Colored Women and Children. 

Neighborhood House 

Reform School for Boys 

Reform School for Girls 

Rochefort House 

Salvation Army (no record kept) 

Washington Asylum 

Washington Home for Incurables 

Working Bosrs' Home and Children's Aid Association 



Books. 



71 

72 

235 

71 

71 

190 

262 

88 

284 

215 

1.18 

125 

70 

251 




Megft- 

slnei 



TOP 



Magazines not recorded have also been sent to institutions in addition to books. 



0ATALOGX7E DEPARTMENT. 



Miss Julia H. Laskey, head cataloguer, reports as follows on the 
work of her department: 

The number of volumes classified and cataloged during the year was 15,162. Of 
this number 3,973 were new titles, 8,342 duplicates, 158 replacements, and 1,804 added 
volumes of periodicals, annuals, and incomplete sets. There were 16.496 volumes 
shelf listed, mcluding 1,334 school duplicates which were not catalogued. 
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The figures submitted as new titles do not in the least represent the actual cata- 
loguing done. One title very frequently stands for a work in many volumes, each 
one to be analyzed separately. Tne 28 volumes of the Columbia University Studies 
in history, economics, and public law are entered in our statistics as one new title, 
but about 400 entries were necessary to analyze the subject-matter contained in the 
set. The 89 volumes of the International Library of Technologv required 430 entries 
in order to make the valuable material in each volume available. All this work is 
done after the book has been classified as a whole. Under the head of "duplicates" 
come not only those books which are exactly similar to others already in the library, 
but also those which differ in edition. The cataloguing of these latter often requires 
almost as much time and care as a new book. They must be looked up in the catft- 
Ic^ue for class, shelf listed, both official and public catalogue cards withdrawn, added 
entry made, noting where they differ from the fu^t copy, and cards refiled. The same 
work must be done with all added volumes of annuals and periodicals, entailing 
much careful and minute examination of books and cards. The following table gives 
bv months the record of volumes shelf listed and catalogued and the number of cards 
aaded to the official catalogue: 



1907. 



Volumes shelf listed 

Volumes catalogued 

New titles 

Cards written, olQcial catalogue 




Volumes shelf listed 

Volumes catalogued 

New titles 

Cards written, official catalogue 



1,639 

1,096 

331 

1,128 







1908. 






Feb. 

1 


Mar. 

1,273 

1,882 

461 

1,543 


Apr. 


May. 

882 
1,236 

312 
1,000 


Jime. 


; 2,065 

2,363 

394 

1,432 


1,353 

2,495 

378 

1,325 


2,452 

1,327 

340 

1,232 



— Total. 



10,496 

15,163 

3,973 

13,378 



^'' There were 40,714 cards sent by the Library of Congress. These were filed in the 
dep<»itory catalogue. There were 26,746 cards written and filed in the official and 
public catalogues. In addition, all the bulletin slips have been arranged b>r classes 
(to be used later as material for a printed catalogue). This work of alphabeting and 
nlin^ in four different catalogues, Keeping them up to date, changing neadings, and 
making additions is one of the most time-consuming and arduous duties of the depart- 
ment and accentuates the increasing need for more trained assistants. 
•41 The cooperative cataloguing with the Library of Con^jess still continues, copy for 
230 entries having been furnished during the year. This has also meant much search 
and bibliographic work besides the necessary proof reading. 

A gradual revision of the classification and subject work was planned in the be^n- 
ning of the year, as it was decided to use Cutter's seventh expansive classification 
wherever practicable, and the opening of the new useful arts department in Novem- 
ber demonstrated the necessity of making a beginning along thase lines. About 600 
books in the technical arts and other classes have been reclassified, besides a large 
number recatalogued and much of the subject work revised and brought up to date. 
This necessarily entailed a great amount of work other than the reclassifying, but 
the results have iustified the expenditure of time. 

During the early spring, the schema for getting together the floating bibliographical 
material in the library and making it available was started and has proved highly 
useful. The lists were classified, a subject-reference card made to take the place of 
elaborate cataloguing, and the searcher referred directly to the department where 
the material is kept. 

In last year's report the details were given of the "process slip" plan, which waa 
to be, among other things, ''a record of the number and cost of all books in each 
class acquired by the library during the year.'' For reasons of domestic economy 
all the statistical work has been done in the catalogue department, though foiling 
more logically in the order department, where it now appears (p. 50). 
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mVENTORT STATISTICS, 1908. 

Before beginning the 1908 inventory on May 1, all books reported misBiiig for the 
two years 1906 and 1907 were withdrawn from the fshelf list, and entered as "lost" 
in the records. Of these 1 volume in class G and 16 volumes of fiction were found in 
1908, reshelf-listed, and recatalogued. The systematic thoroughness of last year's 
inventory has borne fruit. A comparatively small number of the books this year 
have needed corrections, whereas the contrary has been the case heretofore. 

Books missing (central library) in 1908 (including those also missing in 1907): A, 1; 
B, 18; C, 2; D, 1; E, 25; F, 55; G, 64; H, 11; I, 19; J, 12; K, 14; L, 26; M, 3; N, 2, 
O. 1; P, 3; Q, 16; R, 50; S, 19; T, 5; U, 4; V, 50; W, 12; X, 10; Y, 96; Z, M; total 
aoult nonfirtion, 553; reference books, 52; adult fiction, 1,062; juvenile nonfiction, 
368; juvenile fiction, 366; grand total, 2,401. 

Books misHing (central library) in 1907 and again in 1908: A, 1; B, 3; G, 0; D, 0; 
E, 10; F, 21; G, 25; U, 1; I, 3; J, 0; K, 0; L, 5; M, 0; N,0;O,0: P, 1; Q, 7; R, 19; 
S, 3; T, 2; U, 1; V, 12; W, 2; X, 6; Y, 35; Z, 4; total adult nonfiction, 161; reference 
books, 30; adult fiction, 543; juvenile nonfiction, 139; juvenile fiction, 183; grand 
total, 1,056. 

Books missing (central librarv) in 1908 (excluding those also missing in 1907): A, 0; 
B, 15; C, 2; D, 1; E, 15; F, 34; G, 39; H, 10; I, 16; J, 12; K, 14; L, 21; M, 3; N, 2: 
O, 1; P, 2: Q, 9; 11, 31; S, 16; T, 3; U, 3; V, 38; W, 10; X, 4; Y, 61; Z, 30; total 
aault nonfiction, 392; reference books. 22; adult fiction, 519; juvenile nonfiction, 229; 
juvenile fiction, 183; grand total, 1,345. 

Books missing from central library in 1907, but found 1908: A, 5; B, 4; C, 1; D, 1; 
E, 7; F, 12; G, 21; 11, 6; I, 15; J, 12; K, 6; L, 3; M. 6; N, 0; O, 0; P, 2; Q, 12; 
R. 8; S. 5; T, 0; U, 2; V, 8; W, 18; X, 7; Y, 70; Z, 34; total adult nonfiction, 265; 
reierence books, 2; adult fiction, 559; juvenile nonfiction, 45; juvenile fiction, 74; 
grand total, 945. 

In addition to the foregoing, the following records of books missing at the settlement 
stations, conducted by volunteers, is given: Ropedalo, 1; Rochefort Hall, nonfiction 
11; Georgetown, nonfiction 20, fiction 57, total 77; Keiphborhood House, nonfiction 45, 
fiction 144, total 189: Social Settlement, nonfiction 37, fiction 104, total 141; Recreation 
Center, fiction 11; grand total 430. 

The cooperation of the library with the Association of Automatic Piano Players 
opened up a new line of work in this department which necessitated the devising of a 
simple and practical scheme for the handling of the music rolls. The following will 
give an outline of the method adopted: A card catalogue containing author and title 
entries has been made. The roll number, with first letter of publishers firm, was used 
for a call number. No accessioning or classifying has been done. Two sets of cards 
have been made, one for public use and the other (author cards only) serves as a shelf 
list, where a record of duplicate copies, mutilation of rolls, loss, or other data can be 
kept. A book card is placed inside the roll box and borrowers are furnished with 
special music-roll cards. The library book plate is pasted on the cover of the box, 
tne bottom of which is used as a charging slip. The roll itself is stamped with the 
library perforating stamp. Ten rolls may be drawn at a time, the public applying 
for each by its very simple call number. This method is still in the experiments 
atage, as the music has only been in circulation for a few month?, but thus far it has 
proved altogether satisfactory. At pra'»ent the collection consists of about 500 rolls. 

Over 450 volumes in Greek and Latin have been prepared for circulation. The 
collection contains text-books for hicrh-school and college use, but its main strength 
and interest lie in the number of Teubner text^n. The (lermau collection has also 
been substantially strengthened. 

Advantage lia.^ been taken of the analytical cards of the Library of Congress fw 
government publications, both federal and state, to form an index which is intended 
to refer special students to valuable sources of information without overloading our 
card catalogue. We have found it great economy of time to uj?e the Library of CongresB 
cards wherever passible and rarely have difiiculty in adapting their form to fit our own 
entries. 

The public catalogue is in such constant use as to call for a complete revision. Some* 
thing in this direction was done this year, but, like many other contemplated improve- 
ments, it was found to be a greater undertaking than the present force could cope with« 

The plan of training each assistant in the different branches of the work, as was 
mentioned in last year's report, has been tested with most satisfactory results. In no 
other way could our inadequate force have kept abreast with the broadening activities 
of the library which have so increased our routine work. 
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BINDERY DEPARTMENT. 



Mr. Miltenber^er N. Smull reports as follows on the bindery work, 
which he supervises: 

The records of the last fiscal year when compared with thoee of past years show 
gains which are most encouraging and which the table given below illustrates: 





1907. 


1908. 




Volumes. 


Cost. 

r2.58a2o 

7&00 


Volumes. 

6.037 
365 


Ck»t. 


Books bound 


6,391 
186 


I3,07LM 
14&96 


Pay fiction bound 






Total bound 


5.677 
4, 697 


2,663.30 
2IXX98 


6.402 
7,476 


3, 22a 62 


Books repaired 


300.00 






Total eirpflndltnre . 




2,924.28 




3,589.63 











The $3,500 appropriated by Congress for binding was expended thus: $3,440.64 
for binding and repairing by the binding contractor, $9.85 for binder's tools, $34.51 
for brass type, and $15 for Ballard's klips, the total expenditure being $3,500. 

As in former years, experiments in methods and materials have been carried on 
with the result that at present, books of fiction which have a steady demand are bound 
in half red, green, or brown cowhide with cloth sides; popular nonfiction is bound in 
half red or brown cowhide with cloth sides to match, while all books not having an 
active circulation are bound in full cloth, buckram, or art vellum. Morocco is used 
only on very fine books or sets of books, such as cyclopedias, handsome art books, etc. 
No split leathers or sheep are ever used. Besides these new experiments in binding, 
others have been tried, such as preparing magazines for circulation by sewing them into 
red rope paper cover, the magazine cover being pasted on the outside, lettering in gold 
the call numbers on all books requiring them, and the vaselining of leather-bound 
boolos which do not frequently leave their shelves. This last experiment shows good 
results, as the vaseline not only cleans the leather, but also makes it softer, more fiexible, 
and less liable to crack, thus adding to its strength. 

Much time was spent in the bringing together of all unbound periodicals, bulletins, 
reports, etc., and arranging them in the book stacks in alphabetical order. A card 
index was made of them which has since proved of great service. On account of the 
increase of work it was found necessary to add to the department an assistant, whose 
duties have multiplied until now she also is obliged to receive assistance. 



APPRENTICE CLASS. 

Miss Grace B. Finney reports as follows on the apprentice class of 
which she has general supervision : 

Nine persons passed the apprentice examination in October, 1907. Eight of these 
presented themselves at the opening of the class in November. The ninth applicant 
was an out-of-town resident unable at the last minute to give up a position sne was 
filling at the time. The six special pupils admitted May 15 for practical work with 
the understanding that the regular course would be pursued in the fall and one member 
of the staff increased the number to fifteen. Three members of the class received 
appointments from outside the library early in the course. Four members were 
onered and accepted positions in this library during the course. Two of these vacan- 
cies in the class were filled by applicants in January, one of whom through fitness 
shown for the work has received an appointment. Two more members have been 
appointed since July 1, 1908, which leaves a waiting list oLfive, the first since these 
classes have been conducted. 

Practically the same methods are pursued as in previous years. All applicants 
conform to the working schedule of the regular staff. To widen the knowledge of 
library work the course requires the reading of technical literature, periodicals for 
current events, and assigned articles on library methods and administration. Each 
year the course is strengthened and modified, as the result of experience. 
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PERIODICALS DIVISION. 

Miss Katharine K. Patten reports as follows on the current peri- 
odicals of which she has charge: 

The past year shows interesting developments in the periodicals division. It was 
earnestly hoped that we might be able to open the separate reading room for periodicals 
this year, but as the extra people necessary were not available this could not be done. 
The map:azines, as heretofore, are shelved in the reference room and the greater part 
of the reference work in connection with them is done there. The opening of the 
useful arts department, however, relieved the crowded condition of the shelves ia 
this room, as all the technical and scientific periodicals, in all about 151 magazines, were 
then transferred to that room. These magazines are checked regularly in this division, 
and then sent on to the useful arts room. The library receives regularly 436 different 
periodicals. Including duplicates, 606 are currently on file. Some of the more pre- 
tentious of the trade catalo![i:ues tliat are regularly received are treated as magnzmee 
before being sent to the useful arts department, w'here they are kept on file. 

The list of technical magazines has again increased this year to meet the demands 
of the new department. The magazines devoted to pedagogy are the same this year. 
There are 22 different titles in this collection. The list is so varied as to cover school 
affairs in almost all sections of the country. They occupy a place by themselves in 
the reference room, where they are accessible for teachers and students. 

One hundred and thirty-two magazines go into circulation every month. Alpha- 
betical and classified indexes have been made and have proved of great value. 

The reference work in connection with the periodicals remains as interesting and 
varied as ever. They are the mainstay of manv of our workers from the young debater 
who wants to know what other people have safd about his subject, to the older r^uier 
who has lost a magazine article that appealed to him and wants to find it again. 

Articles on Washington in periodicals have been carefully noted the past year, and 
also anything of interest to libraries and library workers. 

The following is a list of magazines regularly received as gifts: 

Technical periodicaU purchased from the Henry Pastor memorial fund. 



Acetylene Journal. 

American Architect and Building News. 
American Engineer and Railroad Journal. 
American Machinist. 
American Medicine. 
American Printer. 
Architectural Record. 
Architecture. 
Brickbuilder. 
Castings. 
Cement Age. 

Cement and Engineering News. 
Cf'ntral Station. 
Chemical Engineer. 
Contractor. 
Electric Journal. 

Electro-Chemical and Metallurgical In- 
dustry. 
Engineer. 

Engineering and Mining Journal. 
Engineering-Contracting. 
Engineering Magazine. 
Engineering News. 
Engineering Record. 



Everj'day Housekeeping. 

Forestry and Irrigation. 

Foundry. 

Gas Engine. 

Heating and Ventilating Magazine. 

Horseless A^e. 

Ice and Refrigeration. 

Industrial Magazine. 

Inland Printer. 

International Marine Engineering. 

Iron Age. 

Locomotive. 

Metal Industry. 

Motor Boat. 

Municipal Engineering. 

Power. 

Power and Transmission. 

Practical Engineer. 

Railway Age. 

Scientific American and Supplement. 

Street Railway Journal. 

Telephony. 

Western Electrician. 

Woodcraft. 



Periodicals purchasedfrom the Woman*s Anthropological Society fund. 



American Anthropologist. 
American Antiquarian. 
American Journal of Archeeology. 
American Journal of Psychology. 
Folk Lore. 



j Gipsy Lore. 
Journal of American Folk Lore. 
Mind. 
Records of the Past. 
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Periodicals given by the Bureau of Education. 



American Industries. 

American Statistical Association Publi- 
cations. 

Architects' and Builders* Magazine. 

Baptist Home Mission Monthly. 

Christian Advocate. 

Christian Advocate, M. E. Church South. 

Dental Review. 

Dial. 

Electrical Worid. 

Engineers' Society of Western Pennsylva- 
nia Proceedings. 



Good Health. 

Harvard Law Review. 

Journal of Political EJconomy. 

Missionary Herald. 

Musical Courier. 

New Philosophy (Swedenborg). 

Phrenological Journal. 

Reform Advocate. 

Stenographer. 

Woodworker. 

Yale Review. 



Other periodicals regularly received as gifts. 
Unless otherwise stated, they are given by pablishers.] 



Advertising. 

American Aeronaut. 

American Annals of the Deaf, Dr. A. E. 
Fajr. 

American Blacksmith. 

American Bottler. 

American Clay Magazine. 

Amerika Esperantisto. 

American Federationist. 

American Gas Light Journal. 

American Institute of Architects Quar- 
terly Bulletin, Glenn Brown. 

Amencan Magazine of Aeronautics. 

American Marine Engineer. 

American Poultry Advocate. 

American Shoemaking. 

American Telephone Journal. 

Annals American Academy of Political 
and Social Science, R. H. Thayer. 

Architects' and Builders' Journal. 

Association of Collegiate Alunmss Publi- 
cations, George F. Bowerman. 

Association Review. 

Billboard. 

Boston Ideas. 

Brewer's Journal. 

Business Builder. 

Canal Record, Isthmian Canal Commis- 
sion. 

Caterer. 

Catholic Book News. 

Century Path, Miss Corbin. 

Chautauqua Quarterly. 

Christian Cynosure. 

Christian Register. 

Christian Science Journal. 

Christian Science Sentinel. 

Clothier and Furnisher. 

Commercial Poultry. 

Compressed Air. 

Concrete. 

Concrete Engineering, Charles M. Mer- 
win. 

Concrete Review. 

Cook's American Traveller's Gazette. 

Congressional Record, Hon. J. H. Gal- 
lin|(er. 

Courier (Davos). 

Editor. 



Electric Traction Weekly. 
Klectric Trunk Line Age. 
i^irctrical World and Engineer, Waah- 

mgton Society of Engineers. 
Florence Crittenton Magazine. 
Georgetown College Journal. 
Graphite. 

Green Room Glimpses. 
Hellas. 

Herald of the Cross. 
Herald of the Golden Age. 
Holy Cross Magazine. 
Ideal Power. 
Illuminating Engineer. 
International Book Binder. 
Jamestown Bulletin. 
Journal American Medical Association, 

J. A. Saul. 
Liberia. 

Machinists' Monthly Journal. 
Marine Journal. 
Metal Worker. 
Mine and Quarry. 
Mining and Scientific Press, Waahington 

Society of Engineers. 
Mission Bulletin. 
Model Magazine. 
Monthly Musical Record. 
Monthly Record of Scientific Literature. 
Motor Talk. 

Museum of Fine Arts Bulletin. 
National Ent^ineer. 
National Hibernian. 
National Printer Journalist. 
Navy. 

New Church Review. 
New York State Department of Labor 

Bulletin. 
New Shakespeareana. 
North German Lloyd Bulletin. 
Pathfinder. 
Pitman's Journal. 
Postal Information. 
Postal Record. 
Power and Transmission. 
Printing Trade News. 
Prism. 
Protest. 
Reactions. 
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Other periodieali regularly received as ^(/Ito— Continued. 



Republic Magazine. 

Sabbath Recorder. 

Sample Case. 

Scranton Board of Trade Journal. 

Shorthand Writer. 

Simplified Spelling Board Circulars. 

Sin(^le Tax Review. 

Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections. 

Southern Printer. 

Steam Shovel News. 

Stone. 

Stone and Webster Public Service Journal. 

Sunset. 

Theosophical Quarterly. 

Training School (for feeble-minded chil- 
dren) Publication. 

Typographical Journal. 

XjnitM, States Army List and Directory, 
War Department. 

United States Bureau of the Census Bul- 
letin. 

United States Bureau of Labor Bulletin. 

United States Bureau of Standards Bul- 
letin. 

United States Crop Reporter, Department 
of Agriculture. 



United States Consular Reports, daily aad 
monthly, Department oi Commerce aad 
Labor. 

United States Diplomatic List, Depa^ 
ment of State. 

United States Monthly Bulletin for the 
International Bureau of American Re- 
publics. 

United States Monthly Summary of Com- 
merce and Finance, Department of 
Commerce and I^bor. 

United States Monthly Weather Review, 
Weather Bureau. 

United States Official Patent Office Gar 
zette. 

United States Public Documents Cata- 
logue, Superintendent of Documents. 

University Courier. 

University of Illinois Bulletin. 

Valve World. 

Van Nordem Magazine. 

Washington News Letter. 

Water and Gas Review. 

Water-proofing. 

Weekly People. 

Woodworker and Art Metal Worker. 



Libraries regularly sending bulletins. 



Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 
Boston Public Library. 
Brockton, Mass., Public Librarv. 
Brooklyn, Pratt Institute Free "Library. 
Brooklyn Public Library. 
California State Library. 
Cambridge, Mass., Public Library. 
Carlisle, Fa., J. Herman Bosler Library. 
Cleveland Public Library. 
Denver Public Library. 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Public Library. 
Haverhill, Mass., Public Library. 
Helena, Mont., Public Library. 
Hoi yoke, Mass., Public Library. 
Iowa State Librarv CommiBsion. 
Jersey City Free tublic Library. 
Kansas City, Mo., Public Library. 
Louisville Free Public Library. 
Medford, Mass.. Public Library. 
Minnesota Public Library Commission. 
New Bedford, Mass., Free Public Library. 
New Haven Free Public Library. 
New York Public Library. 
New York State Library. 
Nebraska Public Library Commission. 



Newark, N. J., Free Public Library. 
Norwich, Conn., Otis and Peck Libraries. 
Omaha, Nebr., Public Librarv. 
Paterson, N. J., Free Public Library. 
Peabody, Mass., Institute Library. 
Philadelphia Free Library. 
Pittsburg, Carnegie Library. 
Portland, Oreg., Library Association. 
Providence Public Library. 
Rockford, 111., Public Libiury. 
St. Joseph, Mo., Free Public Library . 
St. I^uis Public Library. 
Salem, Mass., Public Library. 
Scranton, Pa., Public Library. 
San Francisco Public Library. 
Seattle Public Library. 
Springfield City Library Association. 
Trenton, N. J., Free Public Library. 
Vermont Library Commission. 
Virj^inia State Library. 
Waltham, Mass., Public Library. 
Washington State Library. 
Wilkeabarre, Pa., Osterhout Free Library. 
Wilmington, Del., Institute Free Library. 
Wisconsin Free Librarv Commission. 



RECORD OP GIFTS, 1907-8. 

The gifts of miscellaneous publications to the library have grown so numeroua and 
come from such a large number of persons and institutions that it is no longer practi- 
cable to print the complete list of donors as has been done heretofore. Instead a select 
list is here printed, including what aims to be a complete list of local donors. 

The complete record of gifts to the library includes the following items: 7,412 boimd 
volumes, 629 unbound volumes, 4,747 pamphlets, 4,504 periodicals, 80 leafleta, 272 
pictures, 101 maps, 29 enjs^ravings, 11 lottery tickets^ 10 manuscripts, 7 broadrndfo, 5 
picture frames, 3 portfolios, and 2 newspaper cuttings. In addition the followiif 
separate record has been kept of publications presented to the library for the coUactioo 
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of trade catalogues: 185 bound volumeB, 155 unbound volumes, 188 leaflets, 1,874 
pamphlets, 19 periodicals, 3 broadsides, 3 portfolios, 4 calendars, 1 chart, 1 binder, 
and 1 sample ot ink. 
The select list of donors is as follows: 

Select list of^fts. 



Donor. 



Abbe, Prof. Cleveland 

Aoom. G. W 

Adama. Dr. 8. S 

All Bools* Church 

American Bar Association. Baltimore 

American Institute of Architects 

American Water Works Association, Charleston. 8. 
Association of American Physicians, Philadelphia. . 

Balch. T. W.. Philadelphia 

Ballard, E. Lester 

Bayly. Miss Margaret 

Beall. Mrs. Mary Stevens 

Bell. C.J 

Bender, Oustave 

Blanton. H 

Boston Public Library 

Boynton, Mrs. Amelia C 

Brmton. Mrs. E. S.o 

Buchanan, Roberdeau 

Bucknam. Miss Kate ^ 

Burkett, lion. Elmer J 

Bursley, Herbert 

Cain. J. F 

Casonova, A. Y 

Catholic University of America 

Chapter of Washington Cathedral 

Church of the Covenant 

Clapp, E. Dwight 

Clark. Dr. Victors 

Clark, Miss Elisabeth 

Clarke, Mrs. Francis 

Cole, T. L 

Cooke. Wells W 

Coonee. Roy 

Cortes. Enrique (legacion de Colombia) 

Cosmos Club 

Cuban legation 

Daish. John B 

Darnall. Orton E 

Davis. Hon. Jeff 

Davison. Alpheus 

Depew. Hon. Chaunoey M 

De Vinne. Theo. L., & Co., New York 

District of Columbia— 

Auditor 

Bar Association 

Board of education. 

Commissioners 

El€sotrical engineer 

Street cleaning department 

Dixon. Miss Louisa , 

Dodge. W. C 

Domer. Harry T 

Dowden, Mrs. F. M« 

Du Bois, Ja^nes T 

Edelen, WUIlam 

Ela, Mrs. M. H 

Episcopal Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospltal<f 

Evening Star Newspaper Co 

Ewin, J. L 

Finney, Miss Grace B 

Fugitt, Mrs. N. B 

Gall. George n 

Oallinger, Hon. J. H 

Oarges, D. E 

George Washington Unlvenity 

Georgetown University 

Gonxaga College 

Grady, Bernard E 

Bance, Miss Enuna 

Harding, Miss FloicDoe 

Harrison, Dr. J. S 

Haj«Ofd,J.F 



Bound 
volumes. 



804 
2 
2 



1 
1 
1 



Unbound 
volumes. 



1 
2 



13 



2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
76 
6 



181 



3 
105 



1 
1 
1 



1 
5 
1 



183 



78 



2 
1 



1 

2 

4 

34 



• 120plotiina.i » 12 piotarta. 



< 25 steel engravings. 



8 



Pam- 
phlets. 



3 



1 
1 
2 



1 
1 



Period- 
ical!. 



436 



1 
20 



I 



13 

103 

7 

6 



11 



1 



18 
1 

9 



3 



83 



285 
1 
1 



1 
62 



45 
3 



3 
13 



28 



4 1 broadside. 



1,077 



m 



18 



106 
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Select list of gifts — Continued. 



Donor. 



Heald. E. D. F 

Hllder, Stuart a 

Hoffman, Mrs. Ferdinand 

Holmes. C. E 

Howard University 

Hoy t. Kepler 

International Bureau of the American Republics 

Joyce, Maurice, Engraving Co 

Keim, Randolph 

Keith. Miss Catherine M 

Kerr, W. H 

LaFollettc. Hon. RobertM 

Lam ^) om . M iss A nne 

Landis. Hon. C. B 

Langdale, John W 

Lanman, Miss L. E.^ 

Lanier, John B.e 

Lawrence, Miss E F 

Lenman, Mrs. I. TT 

Lewis, Dr. Samuel E 

Loomis, J. T 

McCullough, Mrs. L V 

Macdonald, Arthur d 

McLachlen Banlcing Corporation 

Macrae. Mrs. N. M 

Hacruder, Dr. Q. Lloyd 

Henzel, P. A 

Miller, W. A 

Moore, Mrs. C. N 

Moore, Miss VonaL 

Morrow, Maj. Jay J 

Moses. Zebina 

Murdock, Lieut. J. B 

Nabuco, Joaquim, ambassador of Brasil 

National Society of the Fine Arts 

National Training and Industrial Institute for Colored Boys 

and Girls 

New York Bureau of Municipal Research 

New York State Education Department 

New York State Library 

Newcomb, H. T 

Newcomb, Mrs. Simon 

Newell, Dr. F.H.e 

Parsons^ J 

Paul, Mrs. Daniel 

Perrv. 8. A 

Phillips, S.L 

Pocahontas Memorial Association f 

Pollock Washington City Normal Kindergarten Institution 

Prosnell Mrs. Henderson 

Prud'homme, Mile. V 

Raymond, Prof. George L 

Head, Albert M 

Richardson, Edward E 

Ridgway. Dr. T. E.a 

Riedel, Dr. A. P 

Robinson , Miss Sophia C 

Ry tiier, Mrs. Margaret R 

St. John's College 

Saks & Co ^ 

Saul, John A 

Saur, Rudol ph 

Scammol, Miss A. E. * 

Schmidt, Fred A 

Shoemaker, Louis P 

Shuster, W. M 

Siggers, Mrs. E. G 

Simpson, Mrs. John M 

Skinner, Mrs. Eliza J 

Smith, Hon. Samuel W 

Smithsonian Institution 

Solger, F. R 

Southern Printers Supply Co 

Stead. Mrs. Robert' 

Sterrett, J. Macbrlde 

Stilson, Miss Maud 

6toek,Mi8s F. 

Swem, Earl O 



Bound 
volumes. 



13 



15 



1 
7 
1 



6 
12 



10 
1 



14 



29 

1 

1 

1 

606 



23 



3 
17 



Unbound 
volumes. 



1 
17 



3 
3 
8 
1 

eo 



1 
1 
3 



• 3 broadsides. 
» 120 pictures. 

• 6 picture firames. 



4 2 leaflets. 
< 100 maps. 
/I picture. 



5 
2 



2 
4 



4 

1 
11 



7 
20 



25 



2 



9 



Pam- 
phlets. 



g 1 photogravore plate. 

h 12 pictures. 

i 11 lottery tickets, 2 broadsides, 10 



Period- 
icals. 



23 



4 
8 
7 



79 



2 
24 
1 

6 



1: 



1 
1 
4 
2 

1 
42 

3 
10 

1 


393 



12 



1 

i 



1 

i 



1 
8 
1 



2 
2 



160 



13 



140 
1 
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Select list ofgifU — Continued. 



Donor. 



Tesdcll. Mrs. Wniard P 

Thomas. Joseph M 

Thomas, Miss Kate M 

Thompson Eugene E 

Tfndall, Dr. William 

TIndall, Mrs. William 

Tower, Frederick W 

Tupper. J. B. T 

UIke Henry 

United States— 

Agricuiturnl Departments 

American Ethnology Bureau 

Census Bureau 

Civil Service C-ommissIon 

Coast and Geodetic Survey 

Commerce and Labor Department 

Education Bureau 

House of Representatives — 

Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Printing Investigation Committee 

Interstate Commerce Commission 

Isthmian Canal Commission 

Labor Bureau 

Library of Congress 

Navy Department 

State Depart men t 

Superintendent of Documents ^ 

Treasury Department 

War Department 

Van Deusen, A. H 

Vincent, Dr. Thomas 

Wacner. Dr. W. F 

Wallter. A. M 

Wallcer. Mrs. J. O.e 

Wallcer, Paul F 

Warner, B. H 

Washington Board of Trade 

Washington Chamber of Commerce 

Washington Humane Society 

Washington Playground Association 

Wood, Charles K 

Weissenbom, Leo J 

West, Dr. Max 

West, Mrs, Max 

Wetmore, Hon. George P 

Whitmore. Mrs. E. W 

Wilcox, Gen. Timothy E 

Wilson, Mis. Thomas' 



Bound 
volumes. 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

28 
37 



9 

10 

5 



2,840 
3 



31G 
1,857 



1 
10 
21 

6 



62 
1 



244 



11 

3 

35 



Unbound 
volumes. 



11 



1 
1 

81 
5 
2 



21 

2 

15 



1 

48 
90 

2 



4 

1 
2 



14 
1 



Pam- 
phlets. 



45 



344 
3 
1 
2 

276 

4 

1,310 



242 
118 



1 

12 
8 
1 
1 



2 
1 



5 
i2 



Period- 
icals. 



10 



1,700 



27 



a 16 leaflets, 1 partfolloi 



^linap. 



cOplotoras. 



d 4 engravings, 2 portfolios. 



SEPOBT OF THE TBEASTTBEB. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit herewith a report in 
detail of my receipts and disbursements as treasurer of the board 
of trustees of the Public Library, District of Columbia, during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1908: 

Moneyi coUecUd at the delivery de»k. 

Balance on hand July 1, 1907 $804. 81 

Fines: 

Adult $2,851.93 

Juvenile 410. 41 

Stationa 54. 19 

Total 3,316.53 

Duplicate collection 1, 173. 70 

Reserves 95. 38 

Reissued cards 136. 90 

Books lost and injured 76. 41 

Sale of catalogues 4. 85 

Money found in building .21 

Total 5,008. 79 

To interest on deposit American Security and Trust Company 17. 66 

Refund on magazine 3. 00 

Overcharge on magazine .60 

Grand total 5, 630. 05 

Expended as follows: 

Books f main collection) $1, 369. 65 

Books (duplicate collection) 623. 85 

Periodicals 1, 010. 16 

Printing 185. 00 

Pictures 216. 80 

Picture post cards 5. 20 

Rebindinf^ duplicate collection books 148. 98 

Reimbursing emergency fund 75. 00 

Library of Congress* cards 8. 46 

Premium on bond of treasurer 12. 50 

Premium on bond of notary public 5. 00 

Wood sijm 8. 00 

Dies and transportation of books 7. 15 

Miscellaneous 10. 00 

3,685.75 

Balance in hands of treasurer June 30, 1908 1, 944. 30 

The discrepancy between the items expenditure for books ($1,993.50) 
as given in the treasurer's report, and $2,561.22, as given in the 
librarian's report for book expenditure from the desk fund, is ac- 
counted for oy the fact that some of the books purchased from 
this fund were accessioned before July 1 and counted in the year's 
purchases, but that the bills were not paid until after the close of the 
period covered by this report. 
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Donation fund, including Henry Pastor memorial fund and Woman* s Anthropological 

fund. 



Gr. 



1907. 
July 1 
Oct. 3 
Oct 8 

Dec. 17 

1008. 
Apr. 9 

May 6 



Cr. 



1907. 
July 1 
Oct. 3 



1908. 
May tf 



Gborgb F. Bowerman, Treasurer. 

IN ACCOUNT WITH THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Dr. 



To balance In hands of treasurer . 
To chwk, James T. Du Bols . . 
To check, Washington Sanitary 

Improvement Co 

To check, National Society of 

the Fine Arts 



To check, Washington Sanitary 

Improvemont Co 

To cheek, James T. Dubois 

To credit interest on deposit 



Total. 



|l 

!| 1907. 
$411.28 :| Dec. 7 
100.00 il 

Dec. 24 



25.00 
50.00 



25.00 

60.00 

9.25 



Dec. 24 

1908. 
Jan. 28 

Mar. 23 
June 30 



By paid. Woodward & Loth- 
rop, l)Ook. 



By paid, J. M. Hanson, peri- 
odic 



licals. 
.do 



By paid. O. E. Stechcrt & Co., 
pt»riodlcals. 



670.53 



By uaid, Brentano's, book 

By balance in hands of treas- 
urer 



82.70 

99.85 
21.26 



&50 
L80 

i 536.43 



Total. 



I 



670.53 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE HENRY PASTOR MEMORIAL FUND. 



To balance in hands of treasurer 
To check, Jamos T. Du IJois, 

one year's interest, 1907. 

Henry Pastor memorial fund . 

To check, James T. Du Bois, 
onc-h»lf year's Interest, 19()8, 
Henry Pastor memorial fund . 



Total. 



10.16 
100.00 

50.00 



1907. 
Dec. 24 



By paid, J. M. Hanson, peri- 
odicals 



I 



1908. 
June 30 



150.16 



By balance In hands of treas- 
urer 



Total. 



Dr. 



$99.85 



50.31 



150.16 



in account with the woman's anthropological society fund. 
Cr. Dr. 



1907. 
July 1 
Oct. 8 



1908. 
Apr. 9 



To balance in hands of treasurer 
Tocheck,\VashInglonSanitarv ; 
Improvement Co., seml- 
annuiU dividend I 

I To check, Washington Sanitary 
Improvement Co., semi- 
annual dividend 



Total. 



1907. 

$65.95 i; Dec. 7 ' By chock. Woodward & Loth- 

i rop, books 

Dec. 24 By check, J. M. Hanson, perl- 

25. 00 i odicttls 

1908. 

Jan. 28 I By check, O.E.Stechort. peri 

' bdlciils 

25.00 ■ Mar. 23 By clvok, Bnntano's. book... 

I'. June 30 By t)alaiice in hands of troas- J 

,1 ! urcr 



115.95 ; 
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The conpressional appropriations for salaries, contincrent expenses, 
books, binding, etc., are paid on bills audited by the District govern- 
ment. 

Respectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowerman, Trea^surer. 

The Board of Trustees of the Public Ijibrary. 



APPENDIX. 



The Public Library of the District of Columbia was created by act 
of Congress approved June 3, 1896, as follows: 

AN ACT To establlab and provide for the malDtenance of a free publle library and reading room In 

the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled^ That a free public librarv and reading room is hereby estab- 
lished and shall be maintained in the District of Columbia, which shall be the property 
of the said District and a supplement of the public educational system of said District. 
All actions relating to such library, or for the recovery of any penalties lawfully estab- 
lished in relation thereto, shall be brought in the name of tne District of Columbia, 
and the commissioners of the said District are authorized on behalf of said District to 
accept and take title to all gifts, bequests, and devises for the purpose of aiding in 
the maintenance or endowment of said library; and the commissioners of said District 
are further authorized to receive, as component parts of said library, collections of 
books and other publications that may be transferred to them. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the District 
of Columbia shall be entitled to the privileges of said library, including the use of the 
books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, subject to such rules and 
regulations as may be lawfully established in relation thereto. 

Sec 3. That the said library shall be in charge of a board of library trustees, who 
shall purchase the books, magazines^ and newspapers, and procure the necessary 
appendages for such library. The said board of trustees shall be composed of nine 
members, each of whom shall be a taxpayer in the District of Columbia, and shall 
serve without compensation. They shall be appointed b}r the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia and shall hold office for six ^ears: Provided, That at the first meet- 
ing of the said board the members shall be divided W lot into three classes. The 
first class, composed of three members, shall hold office for two years; the second 
class, composea of three members, shall hold office for four years; the third cln!«8, 
composed of three members, shall hold office for six ^rears. Xny vacancy occurring 
in said board shall be filled by the District commissioners. Said board shall have 
power to provide such regulations for its organization and government as it may deem 
necessary. 

Sec 4. That the said board shall have power to i>rovide for the proper care and 
preservation of said library, to prescribe nues for taking and returning books, to fix, 
SBsess, and collect fines and penalties for the loss of or injury to books, and to establish 
aU other needful rules and regulations for the management of the library as the said 
board shall deem proper. The said board of trustees shall appoint a librarian to have 
the care and superintendence of said library, who shall be responsible to the board 
of trustees for the im|Murtial enforcement of all rules and regulations lawfully estab- 
lished in relation to said library. The said librarian shall appoint such assistants as 
Uie board shall deem necessary to the proper conduct of the liprary. The said board 
of library trustees shall make an annual report to the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia relative to the management of the said library. 

Sec 5. That the said library shall be located in some convenient place in the city 
of Washington, to be designated by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
upon the recommendation of the trustees of said library: Promded, That in anv 
municipal building to be hereafter erected in said District, suitable provision shall 
be maoe for said library and readings room sufficient to accommodate not less than 
one hundred thousand volumes. 
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RT7LES AND REGIJLATIOKS. 

The following are the regulations for the organization and govern- 
ment of the board of library trustees of the Free Public Libraiy and 
reading room in the District of Columbia, constituted by act of Con- 
gress approved June 3, 1896? 

Article I. The board of tnistees shall hold regular meetings on the second Friday 
of each month, at an hour and place to be designated by the trustees. 

Art. J I. The president of the board may, and on request of three members shall, 
call a Hpocial meeting, of which three days' notice in writing, and specifying the 
object of tlio call, sliall be given. No other than business relating to such specified 
obj(K't shall bo transacted at such special meeting. 

Art. 111. At the regular meeting in January of each year, which shall be called the 
annual meeting, the otHcers of the board shall be elected, except the librarian. 

Art. IV. Notices of all meetings shall be mailed to every member of the board 
three days previous to the time of such meetings. 

Art. V. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. VI. The officers of the board shall consist of a president, a vice-president, a 
secretarv, and a librarian, who shall also act as treasurer and assistant aecrotarv of the 
board. At each annual meeting the board shall elect by ballot from its own number a 
president, a vice-president, and a secretary, who shall hold their offices for one year 
and imtil their successors are chosen. A majority of the votes cast shall elect. 

Art. VII. Any vacancy occurring in these otlices shall be filled at any regular meet- 
ing or at a special meeting called for the purpose, by election, as aforesaid. 

Art. VIII. At the regular meeting in June of each year the board of triLsteos shall 
elect by viva voce a librarian to serve for the fiscal year beginning with the Ist day of 
July subsequent to said election. It shall require a majority of the whole board to 
elect a librarian, and he shall at all times be subject to removal for cause by a two- 
thirds vote of the whole board of trustees. 

Art. IX. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of the 
board, to appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, and to sign all papers, 
communications, and instruments which may require his official signature. He shall 
also, in conjunction with the librarian, pre])ar(» for the consideration and approval of 
the board, at its October meeting of each year, the annual report of the board required 
by the organic act. He shall exercise a general supervision over the affairs of the 
library and shall be ex officio a member of all committees. 

Art. X. In the absence of the president, the vice-president shall preside at all 
meetings of the board, and shall generally discharge all duties of the president in case 
of the latter's absence from the city or inability to act, or in case of a vacancy occurring 
in the of here of president. 

Art. XI. The duty of the secn^tary is to keep a neat, exact, and permanent record 
of the meetings of the board, to have the custody of the records and general papers of 
the board, and to perform the other funrtions usual in his office. The duty of the 
librarian as a^ssistant secretary of the board shall be to keep the formal minutes of the 
meetings of the board under the supervision of the secretary, and to prepare the same 
in form for submission to the secretary, and. in the absence of the secretary, to art as 
secretary of the board. The diiti'^s of the librarian as treasurer of the board shall be 
to keep the financial account of the library, and to lay before the board at each regular 
meeting a statement of the amount in the treasury to its credit. He shall have the 
custody of all moneys and accompanying papers of the board, and shall deliver the 
same to his successor upon the termination of his term of office. All payments of any 
sums in the custody and control of the board shall be made by checks of the librarian, 
countersigned by the president of the board. He ^hall jrive bond to the board in the 
penal sum of .$2,500 for the faithful performance of his duties in connection with the 
custody and disbursement of mon»^y. 

Art. XII. The duties of the librarian shall be a.'^ follows: To take charge of the 
library and readinc room, and he shall be responsible for the care and safety of the 
books and other public property contained therein: to submit to the board of tnistees, 
and to the proper committees, measures for securing the proper management and fullert 
efiiciency of tne library and reading room; to obtain for the library public documents 
of all kinds, as well as the publications of libraries, library associations, and other 
bodies whose proceedings and reports may afford information of value to the board or 
the users of the library; to keep carefully arranged for the use of the board lists of new 
books and publications, both American and foreign; to prepare for the use of the board 
lists of books and periodicals required to complete sets, to fill out such departmentB as 
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are deficient, and to supply the place of books which have been lost; to keep a list of 
all books and publications donated to the library, stating the name and residence of 
the donor and date when received; to classify and arrange all books and publications 
as soon as received, and to keep the same catalogues according to such plan or plans as 
may be approved by the boara; to report promptly all flagrant cases of theft, mutila- 
tion, or injury of books and periodicals; to be responsible lor the preservation of order 
in the rooms, and to be present, so far as may be practicable, in the library during 
library hours; to exercise control over the library and reading room, and all emplovees 
of the board, and to promptly report to the trustees any delinquency on the part of the 
employees; to keep exact and detailed accounts of all moneys received from fines and 
other sources, and report the same monthlv to the board at the regular meeting; to 
Bubmit monthly a report of all books added to and loaned by the Horary; to prepare 
and submit to the board an annual report, giving a full account of the working of the 
library during the fiscal year; to discharge such other duties as fall within the province 
of librarian and may from time to time be prescribed by the board. 

Art. XIII. The standing committees of the board shall be as follows, each con- 
sisting of three members, to be appointed by the president: A committee on books, 
on finance, on employees, on builaings, on rules, and on bookbinding and printing. 

Art. XIV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on books and tne libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the selection, purchase, and exchange 
of books and periodicals, the sale and exchange of duplicates, and of all old magazines 
and papers not kept for filing and binding; and said committee shall make written 
recommendations to the board as to all matters referred to it. It shall be the duty 
of this committee to examine from time to time the books in the library, and to tem- 
porarily, pending the order of the board, exclude from circulation any and all books 
which it may beem offensive to good morals, and promptly after such action report the 
eame to the board for its action. No purcnase of books or periodicals to an amount 
exceeding $100 shall be made except by authority of the board — entered upon its 
record — and all purchases made under this rule shall be reported to the board at its 
next meeting. 

Art. XV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on finance shall be referred 
all matters relating to the library funds and all claims and it shall audit all accounts, 
including the report of the librarian, provided for in Article XI, and if such claims, 
accounts, and reports are correct certify them to the board, and in any event report 
thereon with their recommendation. 

Art. XVI. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on employees and libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the appointment, control, and remunera- 
tion of employees of the library, who shall report thereon to the board for its action; 
and all matters relating to the appointment, control, and remuneration of the librarian 
shall be referred to said committee for its report to the board for its action thereon. 

Art. XVII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on buildings shall be 
referred all matters relating to the rental, construction, alteration, repair, furnishing, 
heating, and lighting of the building and branch buildings to be used for the purpose 
of the library for its report and recommendation. 

Art. XVIII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on rules shall be referred 
all matters relating to the rules for the government of the board, and to the same 
committee and the librarian shall be referred all matters relating to the government 
of the library and its employees, who shall promptly report thereon, with recommenda- 
tions for the action of tne board. 

Art. XIX. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on bookbinding and 
printing shall be referred all matters relating to the binding and repair of books. 
the arrangement, printing, sale, and disposition of catalogues and finaing lists, and 
statistics of circulation, and all matters relating to stamps, plates, labels, printed 
forms used in the library, and publications or printed matter issued by authority of 
the board, for its report and recommendation. 

Art. XX. In addition to the above, such special committees may from time to 
time be appointed as the board at its regular meeting shall direct. 

Art. XXI. All reports of the committees shall be in writing and signed by the proper 
committee. A majority of any committee shall constitute a quorum thereof for the 
transaction of business. 

Art. XXII. The order of business at regular meetings of the board shall be: 
1) Call of roll. 

*2) Reading of the minutes. 

[3) Reports of officers. 

[4 ) Reports of standing committees. 

[5) Reports of special committees. 
;6) Reading of communications. 

6177&-0&— ^ 
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7^ Presentation of claims. 

8) Election of oflScere, when proper. 

9) Unfinished business. 

10) New business. 
Art. XXIII. No money in the hands of the treasurer of the board shall be drawn 

from the treasury unless by special authority of the board, except in the case of the 
purchase of books, not exceeding $100 in value, as provided in Article XIV. 

Art. XXIV. None of these regulations shall be amended until the said amendments 
have been proposed in writing to a regular meeting of the board, whereupon the suc- 
ceeding regular meeting shall act upon such amendments, and a majority vote of the 
whole board of trustees shall be required to adopt such amendments. 

REGULATIONS FOR USE OF LECTURE HALL. 

The trustees have adopted the following resolution to govern the 
use of the library lecture hall: 

Resolved^ That it is declared to be the policy of the board of library trustees to confine 
the public use of the library's lecture room to free public lectures or discussions on 
unobjectionable topics of popular interest and educational tendency. 

That, in accordance with tnis policy, no charge, direct or indirect, shall be permitted 
to be made to the audience at such lectures or discussions, and that the applicant for 
permission to make such use of the lecture room shall be required to announce through 
the local press that such lecture or discussion is free to the public and to invite the 
public attendance upon it. 

That applications for permission to use the lecture room shall be in writing, addressed 
to the board of library trustees, and shall set forth the facts concerning the nature of the 
proposed lecture or discussion and the pledges above required in respect to it; that 
each application shall bear the indorsement of the librarian to the effect that the lec- 
ture room is available for the requested use at the time designated; that such appli- 
cations shall be considered and acted upon by the board, on favorable report from the 
committee on building; and that in emergency cases where use of the lecture room is 
desired in advance of the next meeting of the board the president is authorized to grant 
the requested permission, if the written application for such use in due form as above 
required is presented, with the favorable indorsements of the librarian and three 
members of the committee on building. 

REGULATIONS FOR USE OF STUDY ROOMS. 

Resolved, That it is declared to be the policy of the library trustees to confine the 
public use of the library's study rooms to the use by individuals or groups of individu- 
als as places of quiet study. That, in accordance with this policy, the librarian ia 
authorized to assign such study rooms to individuals, committees, or clubs for limited 
periods, in order that such individuals, committees, or clubs may better avail them- 
selves of the resources of the library by having books, periodicals, etc., sent to such 
Btudv rooms on request. That such study rooms shall not be used by clubs having a 
regular order of business or any programmes that are not closely connected with the 
study of the books and periodicals of the library. 

LIBRARY RULES. 

The following are the niles adopted for the government of the use 
of the library, as amended to the date of the publication of this 
report: 

Article 1. The library shall be open for the delivery and return of books and for 
reading and reference every week day from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m., July 4 and December 25 
excepted. The library shall be open for reading and reference every Sunday from 
2 to 9 p. m. 

Art. 2. All persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the District of 
Columbia, including as temporary residents those who have regular business or em- 
ployment in the District, shall be entitled to the privileges of the library, including 
the use of books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, by signing the 

E roper application and agreement. Applications must be signed in person at the 
brary and must be renewed every three years. 

Art. 3. Minors under 18 years of age will be required to furnish the written confleat 
and guaranty of parent, guardian, or some person satisfactory to the librarian. 



BEPOBT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBEABY. 67 

Art. 4. Temponury residents not owning real estate or regularly employed or doing 
business in the District of Columbia shall furnish a guaranty of some resident satis- 
&ctory to the librarian, or shall, at the discretion of the librarian, make a deposit of 
$5, this sum to be increased, if in the opinion of the librarian, the value of the books 
borrowed exceeds that sum. On surrender of cards issued on such deposits, the sums 
00 deposited shall, after deducting unpaid charges or cost of replacing books lost or 
damaged, be refunded. 

Art. 5. Each person entitled to draw books from the library will be supplied with 
2 cards inscribed with his or her name^ residence, and raster number. Tnese cards 
must be presented whenever a book is taken, returned, or renewed. If lost, cards 
will be replaced upon payment of 10 cents after seven days. Immediate notice of a 
change of residence must be given at the library. The registered holder of a card is 
in all cases responsible for books drawn by means of the card, by whomsoever pre- 
sented, and for all charges accrued on the same. Books and magazines may not be 
transferred from one reader's card to another. No card shall be lent outside the 
household of the holder. Both reader's card and book are stamped with the date 
they are due. 

Art. 6. One book may be taken out at a time on each card and retained two weeks 
(except those labeled "Seven-day book"). Two or more volumes, if of the some 
book, will be considered as one book. They may be renewed once for the same 
period, unless reserved by other persons in the meantime. A magazine may be 
drawn on a white card in addition to a book. Books of recent purchase, very popular 
books, and current magazines are called "Seven-day books.'' (These books have the 
notice on the inside and outside cover, and may not be renewed.) 

Art. 7. Books may be renewed by mail by sending the reader's card (on which 
the book was drawn), the author and title of the book, and the call number, which 
will be foimd on the pocket on the back cover of the book. If the return of the cards 
is desired, a self-addressed stamped envelope should be inclosed. Books may not be 
renewed by telephone. After one renewal a book may not be taken out again by 
the same borrower or by any other member of the same household, until it has 
remained on the library shelves for twenty-four hours. 

Art. 8. Any book in the library (except fiction and seven-day books) may be 
reserved by tne payment of 2 cents. Pay duplicate copies of new fiction may also 
be reservea. 

Art. 9. Books of reference and those deemed by the library committee or librarian 
imsuitable for general circulation shall not be loaned for home use, except upon 
special permission of the committee or librarian. Such books will be designatea in 
printed catalogues by the abbreviation "Ref." and in card catalogues by the words 
"Reference book, does not circulate" stamped on the face of the card. 

Art. 10. A charge of 2 cents a day for each book will be made for books kept over- 
time. No charjre will be made for days on which the library is not open for the cir- 
culation of books for home use. Borrowers must take notice of the expiration of the 
time allowed. After five days' delinquency a notice will be sent. At the expiration 
of two weeks from the date the book is due (if it is not returned) a messenger will be 
eent for it, who shall have authority to collect the amount accrued and an additional 
fee of 20 cents for such messenger service. No claim to exemption can be established 
because of failure of any notice to or from the library. No book will be delivered to 
persons allowing such charpes to remain unpaid. Whenever a borrower will not pay 
Buch charges as may be against him, his guarantor will be held responsible. 

Art. 11. Books are not to be exchanged the same day they are taken out, unless 
mistakes have been made by the library attendants. 

Art. 12. If any borrower lose or materially injure a book, paper, or magazine be- 
lonirinj? to the library he shall pay the cost of replacement. It the book so lost or 
injured be part of a set he shall pay for the entire set, and may thereupon receive the 
remainini; volumes as his property. A book retained for more than four weeks shall 
be considered lost, and the person detaining it, shall, in addition to accrued fines, 
pay the full cost of replacing such book. 

Art. 13. A neglect to comply with any of these rules shall work a forfeiture of the 
privileges of the library. 

Art. 14. Teachers' cards may be issued, on which 10 books other than fiction, 
relating to their work in school, may be drawn at a time and retained 28 days without 
renewal. Normal school students' cards may be issued, on which 5 books, other 
than fiction, relating to their work in school, may be drawn at a time and retained 
28 days without renewal. Books issued on teachers' and normal school students' 
cards are subject to recall if reqirired bv other readers. 

Art. 15. The librarian may, at his discretion, cause to be issued special-privilege 
cards, entitling readers, who satisfy him of their need for such special privileges, to 
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10 or more books other than fiction and recent purchases, for use in pursuing courses of 
reading. Such privileges may be withdrawn at any time at the discretion of the 
librarian. 

Art. 16. Works of special rarity and value shall be consulted only at the discretion 
of the librarian. 

Art. 17. The reader's card must be surrendered at the library when the holder 
ceases to be a resident of the District of Columbia. 

Art. 18. No library book or periodical shall be removed from the building without 
formal record. 

Art. 19. All books and periodicals belonging to the library may be used in the 
library building by any suitable {person, in such places and under such conditions as 
may be prescribed by the officer in charge of the reading room or of the department 
to which the book belongs. In all cases such books, periodicals, and other works 
must be returned to the desk before the borrower leaves the room where they are 
used. 

Art. 20. The use of inks is not permitted in the reading rooms. Writing in books 
or marking the same is strictly pronibited under penalty >f law. 

Art. 21. No dogs or other animals shall be permitted in the building. 

Art. 22. The use of tobacco, or the eating of viands of any kind, and all conversation 
or other conduct inconsistent with the quiet and orderly use of the library are pro- 
hibited in all parts of the library buildins:. 

Art. 23. Men and boys shall remove tneir hats and remain uncovered within the 
building. 

Art. 24. These niles may be amended by a vote of a majority of the trustees at any 
regular meeting of the board. 

SECTION 849, X7NITEB STATES BEVISEB STATTTTES. 

Stealing or injuring books ^ and so forth. — Any person who shall steal, wrongfully 
deface, injure, mutilate, tear or destroy any book, pamphlet, or manuscript, or any 
portion thereof belonging to the Library of Congress, or to any public library in the 
District of Columbia, whether the property of the United States or of the District of 
Columbia or of any individual or corporation in said District, or who shall steal, wrong- 
fully deface, injure, mutilate, tear or destroy any book, pamphlet, document, manu- 
script, print, engraving, medal, newspaper, or work of art, the property of the United 
States, shall be held guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, when 
^e offense is not otherwise punishable by some statute of the United States, be pun- 
ished by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment for not less than one month nor more than one year, or both, for every 
such offense. 
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REPORT 

OF THK 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Washington, D. C., September SO, 1909. 

Gentlemen: In spite of the drawback of a library force inade- 
quate in numbers and so underpaid as to be weakened again and 
again by the loss to better pa^g libraries of experienced and com- 
petent employees, the Public Library has during the year notably in- 
creased in public usefulness, both in relation to nome circulation and 
to that among readers at the library itself. 

The effective activity of the library, as measured by home circula- 
tion, increased 23 per cent over the previous year. 

The library has crown to nearly 115,000 volumes, the home circu- 
lation (of books alone) to nearly 592,000, and the adult attendance 
in the reading rooms to nearly 160,000. The percentage of fiction 
circulation has decreased in the last five years from 84 per cent to 68 
per cent, indicating a marked improvement in the quality of the 
reading. 

In the field occupied exclusively by the Public Library, without 
competition by the j^eat national reference collection of the Library 
of Congress, especially notable advances have been made; as for 
example, in the popular circulation of books, and in the open-shelf, 
adiool and children's work. 

TRANSFER OF BOOKS FROM OTHER LIBRARIES. 

At the last session of Congress important legislation, secured 
largely through the labors of Mr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Con- 
gress and a trustee of the Public Library, was enacted which has 
facilitated the transfer to the Public Library from the Library of 
Congress of circulating books, both copyrighted and uncopjrighted. 
This legislation is supplemental to that of 1904, under which many 
books have already been removed to the Public Library. The new 
legislation consists (1^ of the following provision of the legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation act for the fiscal year, 1910: 

The Librarian of Congress may from time to time transfer to other goyem- 
mental Ubraries within the District of Columbia, including the Public Library* 
books and material tn the possession of the Library of Congress tn his Judg- 
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ment no longer necessary to Its uses, but in the Judgment of the custodians of 
such other collections likely to be useful to them, and may dispose of or destroy 
such material as has become useless. 

And (2) the following section of the act '^ to amend and consoli- 
date the acts respecting copyiught " approved March 4, 1909 : 

That of the articles deposited in the copyright office under the provisions of the 
copyright laws of the United States or of this act, the Librarian of Congress 
shall determine what l)ooks and other articles shall be transferred to the perma- 
nent collections of the Library of Congress, including the law library, and what 
other books or articles shall be placed in the res(»rve collection of the Library of 
CJongress for sale or exchange, or bi? transferrtnl to other governmental libraries 
in the District of Oolunibia for use therein. 

Rapid progress is being made toward that ideal condition when 
the Library of Congress and the Public Library shall perfectly sup- 
plement each other, the one as the great national reference collection, 
and the other as the national capital's great circulating library. 

Valuable accessions of books will surely follow this legislation, in- 
creasing the literary wealth of the library and also increasing the 
labors of the present inade(|uate foice aiiff emphasizing the need of 
its enlargement. 

HRAXCH IJBRAUIKS. 

The last Congi^ess, like its predeccvssors, failed either to pass or to 
refuse to pass the Takoma Park branch library bill. The Senate 
passed the bill ; and very late iu the session the ftouse District Com- 
mittee reported it favorably. But the House failed to act, and the 
measure nied with the adjournment. Since there has been no direct 
and definite refusal by either House or Senate or by the District Com- 
mittet*. of either House to approve this measure, it becomes the duty 
of the library trustees, the commissioners, and the people of Takoma 
Park to renew their Sisyphus task of rolling this legislative stone 
uphill, only, if the precedents control, to see it roll down again just 
before the goal of enactment has been reached. The library tnuiees 
renew their petition to Congress either to enact or to kill promptly 
and surely this proposed and meritorious legislation. Mr. Came* 
gie's public-spirited branch library offer should be either accepted or 
rejected without further delay. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MOUNT VERNON SQUARE. 

The Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds haa im- 
proved Mount Vernon Square by inclosing the grounds in copinAS. 
It is expected that the work will be continued by putting in wa&i 
on all sides of the building; and it is hoped that through an appro- 
priation in the near future the development of the library's park 
environment, as planned at the time ot the (»rection of the library 
building, w ill be perfected." 

•Since the date of this report the Sni)erintendent of PiibUc BuUdlngs and 
Grounds has had the cross walks, so \in\\* needed, laid on uU sides of the bund- 
ing. These add prently to the convenience of the users of the Ubrary. The 
commissioners have had a bubble drinking fountain installed In the southeait 
comer of Mount Venion Square. 
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THE LIBKARY^S VITAL NEED. 



Among the varied needs of the library, that of a larger and better- 

?»aid force is most urgent and is indeed vital. The notable increases 
rom vear to year in the number of books in the library, in the num- 
ber of readers at home and within the walls of the library, and in 
all branches of the library's useful activity make steadily enlarging 
demands upon the library service which have been met either by no 
increases in the library force or by additions which are comparatively 
insignificant. For example, the work of the library as measured by 
home circulation for this fiscal year increased by 23 per cent over 
the previous year, and only two additional employees were provided. 
This inadequate force is also weakened by frequent changes of per- 
sonnel due largely to the insufficient compensation paid. Of the 
library staff 33i per cent resigned in 190G-7, 25 per cent in 1907-8, 
and 22^ per cent in 1908-9. Tiie extraordinary growth of the library 
in resources, in activity, and in usefulness, of which we are naturally 

Sroud, involves not only high credit, but an increasingly heavy bur- 
en, and the small and almost stationarj^ library force grows con- 
stantly less able to handle properly the expanding library business. 

How vital to the success of the library work this strengthening of 
the library staff has become is indicated by a recent occurrence. The 
trustees' estimates for the next fiscal year were forwarded as usual 
to the commissioners. The latter have been limited bv law in their 
estimates to an aggregate amount twice the estimated local tax reve- 
nues. They, therefore, requested the library's cooperation in suggest- 
ing to them the items of the library estimates which were most 
urgent and essential, indicating tentatively tw^o amounts of total 
appropriation for library purposes upon which these supplementary 
estmiates should be basea. In complying with this request, the 
librarian has submitted two supplementary estimates, including what 
is held to be absolutely essential to the library's welfare, and all the 
new items in each of them propose either an addition to the force or 
an increase of compensation, the strengthening of the library staff 
being so far the first among the library s absolute needs that tnere is 
no second. 

The trustees confinn the librarian's statement of the comparative 
overwhelming importance of the request for this strengthening of 
the library force, and also approve and reiterate his eontenticm that, 
owing to the newness of the library and the conditions surrounding 
its extraordinarily rapid growth, the usual standard of estimating 
a just increase oi its appropriations from year to year should not 
be applied to it as a limitation. 

The librarian's letter to the conunissioners is appended. 

LIBBABY ESTIMATES FOB NEXT YEAR. 

The Public Library estimates for 1910-11, as submitted by the 
library trustees to the Commissioners of the District, are as follows. 
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Estimates for 1910-11. 



ApproprUb- 
ttoD 19(^10. 



LIBRARY AND BUILDING PORCK. 



Librarian 

NoTK.— The trustees believe that the salary of the librarian should be 
fixed at 95,000 per annum. This sum is required to make the salary com- 
mensurate with the services rendered and to put it on a par with the sala- 
ries paid to chief librarians of other municipal libraries of equal rank. 

Assistant librarian 

NoTK.— The estimated sum is required in order to retain an officer of suf- 
ficient abilitv to perform the administrative duties of this position. 

Chief, circulatinR department 

Note.— The responsibilities of the position require that the salary should 
be increased to the amount originally estimated for it. 

Children's librarian 

Note. — The largely increased responsible work of this department which 
results from op>ening the children's room in the basement Justifies this in- 
crease of salary. 

Librarian's secretary 

Note.— The responsibilities of the position of business officer or chief 
clerk require that it be increased to the amount originally estimated. 

Reference librarian 

Note.— The growth of the work of this department and the quality of the 
service rendered require this increase for its chief. 

Chief of the order department 

Note. — The volume and complexity of the book-order work reouire an 
adequately paid chief having business ability and knowledge oi books, 
their prices, etc. 

Chief, useful arts department , 

Note. — The success of this new department and the importance of the 
service justify and require a well-educated aud trained chief. 

Chief, schools and stations department 

Note.— The growth and importance of these activities require that they 
should be placed in charge of a separate officer. 

Municipal reference librarian 

Note.— The commii>sioners desire that the important work of collecting 
and indexinif material regarding municipal administration be systematic- 
ally undertaken at the District building. This should be carried on as a 
branch of the Public Library. 
Assistant 



Two assistants, at 1900 each 

Note. — One assistant at this salary is needed to be first assistant in the 
circulating department. As the hours during which the department is 
open are long, the first assistant muxt approximate the chief in administra- 
tive ability. Another assistant of this grade is needed to take charge of 
the periodicala department. 

Four assistants, at $720 each 

Six assistants, at 9720 each 

Note.— One of these new assistants is needed to supervise the bindery 
work and one as first assistant in the book-order department. 

Four asdiAtants, at 9600 each 

Five assistants, at 9600 each 

Note.— The extra assistant at this rate is needed in the schools and sta- 
tions department. 

Three assistants, at 9640 each 

Copyist 



If, 



Chief, catalogue department 

Note.— The volume and ^rade of work that is being done require an 
officer of high technical skill and good administrative abilitv to cope with 
it. At least 15 cataloguers holding subordinate positions in local libraries 
receive as much as, or more than, the estimated salary. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Note.— In order to keep current cataloguing work up to date and to issue 
bulletins and class catalogues, this increase in the catalogue force is needed. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Three temporary cataloguers, at 9540 each 

Three cataloguers, at 9540 each 

Note.— To cut these cataloguers out because called "temporary" would 
demoralize the work of the library. There is no prospect that they can be 
spared, and they should appear in the appropriation as a part of the per- 
manent force. 

Stenographer and t>i>ewrlter 

Two stenographers and typewriters, at 9720 each 

Note.— The increase of necessary correspondence and other clerical 
work makes this additional assistant necessary. 

Two assistants, at 94S0 each 

Two attendants at 9600 each 

Note.— The increasing work of the issue department and the importance 
of raising the quality of the service make necessary these positions. 

8ix attendants, at 9540 each 

Five attendants, at 9480 each 



9a. 500 

1,600 
1,200 
1.000 

900 

1,000 



1,000 



2,880 



2,400 



1.620 
480 



900 



Estimates 
1910-11. 



95,000 

1.800 
1,500 
1,200 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 

1,200 
1,000 
1,200 



1,000 
1.800 



4,820 



720 

600 

1,620 



720 



960 



9,240 
2,400 



8,000 



1,620 

480 

1.600 



900 
840 



720 
600 



1.620 



1,440 

960 
1.200 



k 



9,3m 
2,400 
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Estimates for iWO-ii— Continued. 



ApproprUb- SstimateB 
aoiil9(»-10. 1910-U. 



UBRABT AMD BDiLDiMo FOBCK— Continued. 

Collator 

Note.— This is the only position on the library staff proper, exclusive of 

building force and pages, paying less than 9480. The quality of the work 

exacted requires the increase in salary. 

Two messengers, at $480 each , 

Ten pages, atfSWeach 

Two Janitors, at $480 each 

Engineer 

NoTB.— The services of the intelligent man now holding this position are 

so valuable to the library as to justify the further increase recommended 

for the lant two years. 
Fireman 



Workman 

Note.— The man holding this position is, because of his mechanical abil- 
ity, so valuable to the library as to justify better payment for his services. 

Library guiird 

Two cloakroom attendants, at $360 each 

Six charwomen, at $180 each 



Total for salaries 



8PICIAL SERVICES. 



Wot the employment of substitutes and other special and temporary service, 
at the discretion of the librarian, to continue available until expended 

Wot keeping the library open 52 Sundays, 2 to 9 p. m.; 5 holidays, 9 a. m. to 
9 p. m.: and for extra services on Saturday aitemoons in July, August, 

and September 

Note.— The present appropriation is not sufficient to provide for the 
home circulation of books on Sundays. This is regarded as desirable. 

BOOKS, BINDING, OONTINOENT, ETC. 

For purchase of books , 

Note.— Jhe increase is required to meet demands caused by the rapid 
increase in circulation, the need of extensive duplication, the demand for 
many technological books, the desirability of extending the svstem of cir- 
culation through the schools, the increased cost of books, and the need of 
extending the periodical list. 

Wot binding^ , 

Note.— The increase in circulation and the increasingly poor quality of 
publishers' bindings render the increased amount necessary. 

For fuel, lighting, fitting up building, including lunch-room equipment, pur- 
chase and maintenance of motorcycles, and other contingent expenses 



Grand total. 



New otScers asked for: 

Chief, order department $1,200 

Chief, useful arts department 1,200 

Chief, schools and stations department 1,000 

Municipal reference librarian 1,200 

Chief, catalogue department 1,500 

Cataloguer 840 

Stenographer and typewriter 720 

Two assistants, at $000 each 1,800 

Two assistants, at $720 each 1,440 

Assistant 600 

Two attendants, at $600 each . 1.200 



$480 



900 
8,600 

960 
1.200 



720 
600 



720 

720 

1.080 



54,980 

1.000 
2,500 



15,000 



4,000 
8,000 



85,480 



Increases of salaries asked for : 

Librarian 

Assistant librarian 

Librarian's secretary 

Reference librarian 

Children's librarian 

Chief, circulating department. 

Collator 

Engineer 

Workman 



$12. 700 



1, 



500 

aoo 

100 
200 
200 
300 
120 
120 
120 
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Other increases asked for: 

Sunday opening $800 

Purchase of books 7, 500 

Binding 500 

TotfU Increases asked for 24,460 

Theodore W. Notes, 
President of Library Trustees, 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Appendix. 



Washington, D. C, tSept ember 2Ji, J 909. 

The honorable Ck)MMi88iONi!:RS of the District of Columbia, 

Washington, D, C, 

Gentlemen : On the occasion of my appearance before you, by your direction, 
on September 22, to confer with you rej?arding the estimates submitted by the 
library trustees for the fiscal year of 1911 you requested me to prepare for you 
selections from the estimated increases, on the ground that you would probably 
be unable to include in your estimates all of the increases recommended by the 
library trustees, as has heretofore been your custom. Your instructions In- 
cluded the following: 

1. Increases that would bring the total up to $64,000 — that is, an increase of 
$2,980 over the library appropriations for 1910. 

2. Increases that would bring the total up to $70,000— that is, $8,980 over 
the present library appropriation of $(>1,020. 

3. A graduated statement to include (1) imperative needs and (2) desirable 
increases. 

I have the honor to comply. In doing so 1 would point out that the estimates 
as sul)mitted this year are almost identical with those submitted for 1910. I 
wish to state that I have never included a single item in estimates prepared by 
me that I did not believe to be necessary to the most efficient administration 
of the library. As most new items regarded as necessities fail of appropriation, 
I have always, if for no other reason, rigidly excluded everything that could 
not be defended as essential. Because of the comparative newness of the 
library and the fact that it has never been enabled by adequate financial sup- 
port really to cope in a thoroughgoing way with the public library needs of 
the District, I contend that It Is not fair to apply to increases in library esti- 
mates a standard based essentially upon Increase of i)opulatlon. If the Public 
Library had had thirty or fifty years of growth In Its e<iulpment and appropria- 
tions, so that these had grown with the growth of the city, then such standards 
might proi>erly apply. Instead, I urge that the standard should be one that 
would bring the library equipment and service to a point where they shall be on 
a par with those of the most progressive American cities. 

To carry out your first Instruction requires but to Include two positions ur- 
gently needHl and estimated for several years, with two increases, also long 
much needed, as follows: 

New positions: 

Chief, order department $1,200 

Chief, catalogue department 1,500 

Increases In salaries: 

Collator, $360 to $480 120 

Children's librarian, $1,000 to $1,200 200 

Total 3,020 

Present appropriations 61,020 

Total budget 64, 040 

To bring the library budget up to $70,000 I would select the following items: 

New positions: 

C^ief, order department 91t200 

Chief, useful arts department 1,200 
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New positions — Continued. 

Chief, schools and stations department $1,000 

Chief, catalogue department 1,500 

Two attendants, at $(W0 1,200 

Increases of salaries (all of those In estimates) : 

Librarian, $3,500 to $5,000 1,500 

Assistant librarian, $1,500 to $1,800 300 

Librarian's secretary, $900 to $1,000 100 

Reference librarian, $1,000 to $1,200 200 

Children's librarian, $1,000 to $1,200 200 

Chief circulating department, $1,200 to $1,500 3iX) 

Collator, $360 to $4S0 120 

I':ngineer, $1,080 to $1,200 120 

Workman, $480 to $000 120 

Total 9,060 

Present appropriation 61, 020 

Total budget 70, 080 

In the foregoing I have Included new assistants most imperatively needed, 
together with all of the increases of salaries. On fbe occasion of my con- 
ference with you I pointed out the large number of losses by resignation from 
the library staff proper (33i per cent of the force in 1906-7, 25 per cent in 
1907-8, and 22^ per cent in 19a8-9). It is therefore the part of wisdom to try 
to reduce these resignations by paying better salaries. 

The process of arriving at the foregoing figures is, of course, as Commissioner 
Macfarland pointed out, largely a mechanical process — the selection of cer- 
tain items to bring the totals up to definite sums. On the other hand, in view 
of the fact, as already stated, that only necessities are Included in the library 
trustees' eHtlniates, it is difficult to select the most imperative of these necessi- 
tle& Perhaps the Items included in my second table (bringing the total budget 
up to $70.0S0) may be roughly regarded as fulfilling these conditions. 

In the gi'oup of "desirable increases" (though the need for them is much 
stronger than is Indicated by the word "desirable") should be included the 
following : 

New positions: 

Cataloguer $840 

Stenographer and typewriter (additional) 720 

Two assistants, at $900 each 1,800 

Two assistants, at $720 each 1,440 

Assistant 600 

Other Increase: 

Binding (additional) 500 

Total 5,900 

This table includes all the items omitted from former tables except the munici- 
pal reference librarian, $1,2(X); the additional sum for Sunday opening, $800; 
and the additional sum for the purchase of books, $7,500. As the administra- 
tion of the District government would be the chief gainer by the establishment 
of a municipal reference deitartment at the District building (first proi)osed a 
year ago) the commissioners should decide whether they wish to push this item 
or not. The home circulation of books on Sunday is regarded by the library 
trustees as desirable, but not imperative. I pointed out the importance of addi- 
tional funds for the purchase of books for the development of the school dupli- 
cate collection and the extension of that service. It is not an imperative 
service, though a highly useful one. The library's book fund has remained 
stationary at $7,500 for several years, in the face of rapidly increasing circula- 
tion. For several years more than 6,000 volumes on an average have been worn 
oat and discarded. Simple renewal of such discarded books costs approximately 
$6,000 a year. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

OnoROR F. BowiaiM AN, lAhmrian, 

Approved : 

B. H. Wabhkb, 

Vice-President, Library Trustees. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 



Washington, August 16 ^ 1909. 

Gentlemen : The annual report of the librarian, covering the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1909, and the fifth year of the service ot the pres- 
ent librarian, is herewith presented. 

In view of the facts that the appropriations for running expenses 
of the library have remained so nearly stationary during the last two 
years and that the work perforce continues to be practically oonfined 
to what can be done from the central building, it would not be nnrea^ 
sonable to expect comparatively little increase in the ^ures expres- 
sive of its activities. Such, however, was not the recora of last year. 
On the contrary, in sp>ite of the fact that there was no increase in con- 
gressional appropriations for books and but two additional employees 
were provided, the work of the library increased 23 per cent over the 
previous year, measured by home circulation. 

Among the items to be especially noted in last year's record are the 
following: The book stock was increased to just under 115,000 vol- 
umes ; the home circulation grew to 591,704 volumes, or, if music rolls 
and mounted pictures are included, the total was 646,201 pieces; the 
children's department circulated 115,107 volumes, or, incmding cir- 
culation in grammar scliools and playgrounds, the figures are 185,641; 
and the recorded attendance in adult reading rooms was nearly 
160,000. 

A suflScient force is lacking to keep an accurate record of the total 
number of visitors to the library. For the first time, however, at- 
tendance records have been kept on typical days through the year, 
including various days of the week, excessively liot and cold aays, 
rainy ana pleasant days. A computation from these recorded fignires 
gives a total of 845,616 as the estimated attendance. (For recoras of 
attendance, see p. 52.) 

As in former years, the report of the librarian will treat more or leas 
summarily the various activities of the year. Appended to his report 
and forming a part of it are the more detailed statements of the 
chiefs of the various library departments, including statistical tables. 

HOME CIRCULATION. 

As the principal emphasis is placed in this library on the service of 
home circulation, this matter naturally has finst treatement. The 
total figures of circulation of 646,201 pieces for last year include 
591,704 volumes, 11,657 music rolls, and 42,840 mounted pictures. 
The book circulation included 542,130 volumes from the central 
library, 28,503 volumes from 7 deposit stations, and 21,126 from 
schools and playgrounds. For the last six years comparative figures 
14 
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of book circulation are as follows : For 1903-4, 278,188 ; for 1904-5, 
353,496; for 1905-6, 433,096; for 1906-7, 481,463; for 1907-8, 505,476; 
and for 1908-9, 591,704. The book circulation has therefore increased 
17 per cent over 1907-8 and is two and two-tenths times larger than it 
was five years ago. Including music rolls and pictures, the past year's 
figures are two and one-third times larger than those of five years ago. 

THE IMPROVEMENT IN READING. 

With this very great increase of circulation during the last five 
years there has been a steady improvement in the quality of reading. 
For example, the percentage that fiction has borne to the total circu- 
lation has been reauced from 84 (1903-4) to 63. Moreover, it is safe 
to say that the novels circulated have been of increasingly better liter- 
ary character. On the one hand there has been a constant effort to 
furnish an abundant supply of standard fiction in attractive editions, 
and on the other hand the standards exacted of new fiction purchased 
have been progressively raised. Plenty of copies of all new novels 
purchased are supplied, and the total number of novels circulated in- 
crease^ from year to year ; the proportion, however, is constantly fall- 
ing, due to the increased reading of books in other classes. The 
largest single influence in this direction is the work of the useful arts 
department, but the extension of the open shelves, the continuance of 
the plan of bringing out classes of nonfiction in rotation, thus en- 
couraging the browsing habit, have had their effect. For example, an 
open-shell case containing 350 volumes of biography was maintained 
throughout the year. From it 4,176 volumes circulated, or 42 per cent 
of the entire circulation of the class biography, containing in all 
about 6,000 volumes. 

Improvement in reading has also beeii influenced by the establish- 
ment in the circulation department staff of a book review club, which 
has met weekly for the purpose of discussing older books. Knowl- 
edge thus gained has been used in the suggesting of books to readers 
and in the publication of a series of brief lists, including the better 
fiction and lists of essays. 

The staff is still too small to assign an assistant to the open-shelf 
room at all hours to assist readers. Work of this sort that nas been 
done has had excellent results in the improvement of reading. The 
assistant who has devoted some time to this work has prepared 
authors' birthday picture bulletins. These have been exhibited in 
the open-shelf room in connection with the works of each author and 
have stimulated the circulation of classic writers. Mention should 
here be made of the specially chosen collections of books for older 
boys and girls which have been kept in the open-shelf room. These 
books have been very popular not only with those for whom they are 
intended but also with adults. 

MUSIC-ROLL CIRCULATION. 

In Jime, 1908, the library began the circulation of perforated music 
rolls for use in piano players. This venture was possible through 
the cooperation of the Association of Automatic Piano Players of the 
District of Columbia. This organization contributed $100 which, 
with another $100 paid by the library, represents the total expend!- 
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ture for this enterprise other than that for service. The stock of 
roll numbers 488. and a total of 222 music-roll cards were issued. 
The rising tide oi book circulation on the one hand and the fact that 
the music rolls were becoming worn and needed replenishing made it 
seem advisable to suspend this feature on April 1. The popularity of 
the collection was, however, attested by the lact that the home circula- 
tion numbered 11,657 for the nine months falling within the year 
under review, or a total of 12,779 for the ten months during which it 
was in operation. With an increase of staff it is hoped to resume 
this work. 

BEGI8TRATI0N. 

During the year 15,782 cards were issued to readers, and 13,373 
were canceled. The net number of readers registered was increased 
during the year from 49,654 to 51,187. Besides regular cards, 422 
ten-book cards were issued to teachers, 77 privilege cards to persons 
carrying on special lines of reading, and 71 to strangers on $5 de- 
posits. Separate figures of the sex of persons registered were kept 
and show that 57 per cent are women and 43 per cent men. (For de- 
tailed reports and tables of circulation and registration see pp. 30-35.) 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

The practical impossibility of presenting statistics showing the 
work 01 the bureau of information m no way detracts from the appre- 
ciation of its utility in the harmonious and eflScient working of the 
library. The librarian has elsewhere described the work of the 
bureau of information as follows : 

Every visitor who does not clearly give evidence of being able to secure what 
he needs is assisted in his use of the card catalogue, provided he Is willing and 
able to use that help. If, however, that proves but an embarrassment, the 
searching is done for him, even to the extent of having an armful of t>ook8 
brought for his selection. Even the selection is made for him, if that also is 
desired. 

(For report of the chief of the bureau of information, see p. 35.) 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The subdivision of reference work accomplished by the establish- 
ment of a separate department devoted to the useful arts and pure 
and applied sciences continues to affect the service of the reference 
department proper, which has thus had more space and more time for 
tlie development of its collections and for reference work in literature, 
fine arts, history, travel, economics, and the biological sciences. The 
bibliographies issued by the Library of Congress and other libraries 
are kept checked up. The teachers' library has been revised and very 
much enlarged, as has the special collection of general literature con- 
taining books in constant demand for reference purposes and fre- 
quently reported "out." The collection of clippings relating to 
District affairs is being constantly added to and is much used, espe- 
cially by newspaper writers. Telephone inquiries to the reference 
room are likewise on the increase. 

Visitors to the room numbered 119,459, as against 121,420 in 1907-8. 
The reference librarian gives as the chief cause of this decrease the 
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operation of the new vagrancy law, bv which most of the unsavory 
idlers of this class have been eliminated. This fact is therefore a mat- 
ter for congratulation rather than otherwise. In order to give in one 
place in accordance with previous practice a comparative statement 
of attendance on adult reading rooms, the combined figures of at- 
tendance on the reference room and the useful arts department of 
157,842 (38,383 in useful arts room) are compared with the com- 
bined figures of 1907-8, which were 144,014. The total for last year 
is nearly four times the reference room attendance of five years ago. 
(Seference department report, pp. 35-37.) 

USEFUL ARTS AND SCIENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The useful arts and science department has occupied a separate 
room since November, 1907. It has always been in charge of men 
exclusively and its chief users have always been men. Visitors to 
the library evenings often comment on the impressiveness of the sight 
of this room filled to its capacity with 50 men, including engineers, 
mechanics, and business men, each one intent upon some book or 
article bearing upon his vocation. The influence on vocational read- 
ing is shown by the fact that during the first partial year the circu- 
lation of classes contained in the room increased about 33^ per cent 
over the previous year ; last year, the first full year of the room as a 
separate aepartment, was marked by a farther increase in the circula- 
tion of books on agriculture, engineering subjects, and mechanical 
trades of 39 per cent over the advanced record of the previous year. 

The room contains both reference books and circulating material. 
As a matter of fact, however, practically everything in the room, 
including current periodicals (except the last number) and trade 
catalogues, is circulated. The utility of these manufacturers' cata- 
logues is constantly observed. As an example not only of their worth 
but of the value of the work of the department as a whole, mention 
should be made of a case where a physicist connected with the Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards searched in vain in other local libraries 
for a solution of a problem in high temperatures and at length found 
the necessary data m one of these manufacturers' catalogues. 

Much of the success of the department is due to the intelligence, the 
enthusiasm, and the devotion of Mr. Vitz, till recently assistant 
librarian, who had been in charge of this department from its estab- 
lishment. (Reference is made to his full report on the work of the 
department, pp. 37-40.) 

PERIODICALS. 

The libtary regularly receives 468 different periodicals, or, includ- 
ing 188 extra copies taken for circulation and staff use, 656 periodicals 
are checked and filed. Periodicals regularly received as gifts number 
164. These are chiefly technological periodicals, but include the 
local newspapers, copies of which are contributed for binding. These 
gifts, in addition to the periodicals purchased from the Henr^ Pastor 
memorial fund and the Women's Anthropological Society nind, are 
listed elsewhere (pp. 58-61.) It is a matter of regret that it is not yet 
possible to record tne opening of the separate periodicals room on the 
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second floor. The building has now been occupied nearly seven years, 
but the force is still too small to use these quarters especially pro- 
vided except for storage purposes. Periodicals are therefore on file 
in the reference room and the useful arts room. 

SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY OPENING. 

The use of the library on Sundays and holidays shows but slight 
change from the record of 1907-8. Attendance on adult reading 
rooms was 15,188, as against 15,052 the year previous. The attend- 
ance of children on Sundays decreased from 7,608 in 1907-8 to 6,732. 
The books circulated on holidays increased by 242 volumes, not count- 
ing the circulation on Lincoln's birthday, a special holiday, on whidi 
the circulation was normal. 

LECTURE HALL AND STUDY ROOM USB. 

The lecture hall was used by 14 organizations, which held 39 public 
meetings, with an aggregate attendance of 4,990. A schedule oi these 
meetings will be found on page 50. Ten organizations held 81 smaller 
meetings in one of the study rooms. A list of these organizations will 
be found on page 52. No attendance record is kept. Kules governing 
the granting ot the lecture hall and of study rooms wiU be found on 
page 70. 

children's DEPART3IENT. 

With no increase in the force assigned to it, the work of the chil- 
dren's department has shown a large gain over the previous year. 
Figures indicating these increases include the following: Children's- 
room circulation, 98,233 in 1907-8 and 115,107 in 1908-9 ; or, counting 
grammar school and playground circulation, 104,652 in 1907-8 and 
135,641 in 1908-9 ; registration increased by 3,375. A full record of i 
the work the library does for children should mention the fact that 
more than half of the 28,503 volumes circulated from the deposit sta- 
tions are children's books. The quality of the work likewise im- 
proved ; witness the reduction in the percentage of fiction in children's 
books from GO to 58. Reference work for children, teachers, and 
parents, which can not be measured by statistics, has been so greatly 
mcreased as to occupv nearly all of the time of one assistant 
Although the staff of this department is able to do much of the per- 
sonal work so necessary in a cnildren's room, yet it is so small as to be 
too much engrossed with the mechanics of the work to make it most 
successful. (Children's department report, pp. 40-41.) 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

The school work of the library, as yet only little developed, is all 
carried on by the staff of the children's department. The children^ 
librarian visited 163 class rooms in 41 schools and talked to the chil- 
dren about the library and invited them to use its privileges. Twelvt 
definitely arranged group visits on the part of children were tIsD 
made. Of the 352 children who came in such groups 101 registered as 
borrowers. By arrangement also all of the students in Normal 
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School No. 1 came in five groups and listened to talks on library work 
by the librarian. 

In 1907-8 less than GOO volumes of the school duplicates were avail- 
able for circulation from class rooms. This number was increased to 
1,000 volumes for the past year. From that stock there were sent out 
by motor cycle 4,105 volumes to 183 class rooms in grammar schools 
most remote from the library. From them there was a recorded circu- 
lation of 19,508 volumes. Experience has taught the desirability of 
exchanging books every two months. These books went into homes so 
remote from the central library that no other library books find their 
way there, and, as is usual, they were also read by parents and other 
adults. 

The publication of the monthly Educational Bulletin has been con- 
tinued. It is now recognized as the re^lar or^n of communication 
from the library to the schools. Invitations to night-school pupils and 
to children about to leave school, sent through teachers, nave been 
heartily seconded by them, and have resulted in the registration of 
many of the desired persons. The librarian, on invitation, addressed 
about 400 Business Iligh School pupils at one of their morning assem- 
blies. Early in June a conference between representatives of the 
schools and the library was arranged, at which there was evidence of 
a spirit of sympathy and cooperation, and from which the library 
representatives joined many valuable suggestions. (For further 
notes on work with schools see report of children's librarian, p. 41.) 

THE PICTURE COLLECTION AND EXHIRITIONS. 

The resources of the picture collection have been largely increased 
during the year. It is estimated that it now contains fully 50,000 pic- 
tures, mostly clipped from discarded books and periodicals and from 
railway advertising pamphlets, but also including inexpensive photo- 

fraphs. The sum of $50 contributed by the National Society of the 
ine Arts has been expended in importing photographs of great 
])ain tings. The appreciation by the teachers oi the value of the col- 
ection has been shown, in addition to the use made of the pictures, 
l>y the fact that a number of them, as well as students in the normal 
sdiool, have given substantial aid in the work of clipping. The de- 
siands are so numerous that freauently it is necessary to collect and 
siount the pictures on a given suoject after the call for them reaches 
ithe library. Pictures arek:ept in vertical files, classified in accordance 
^^ivith subjects most called for. 

The popularity of the pictures is shown bv a circulation of 42,840 
mounts, as compared with 17,101 in 1907-8. It is estimated that fully 
S0,000 of these were used by public-school teachers in class work. In 
die schools the pictures on geography have largest use, though the 
on occupations are also popular with the teachers. The photo- 
phs of paintings are also in demand in the schools, but have the 
argest use oy study clubs. A few frames, with removable backs, have 
Kseen secured, and these are constantly out. The use of these pictures 
toy newspapers for reproduction continues. In cases of eartnquakes 
other disasters, etc., it is no unccnnmon thing to see different pic- 
from the library collection reproduced in two local newspapers 
the same dav. 
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Exhibitions in the cases on the second floor have so far as possible 
been arranged in coordination with the lectures given in the aajoining 
hall. This was the case with all of the five lectures ^ven under the 
auspices of the National Society of the Fine Arts. The exhibition of 
bookplates loaned to the library by Mr. John B. Lamer, a library 
trustee, attracted much attention. A description of this exhibition 
was published in the New York Evening Post. The bird arrival bul- 
letins have been maintained from information furnished by the 
Biological Survey of the Department of Agriculture. 

Facilities for exhibitions have been increased by two handsome 
cases, the gift to the library of Mrs. Crosby S. Noyes. They are at 
present used for displaying early Washington imprints and books and 
maps of the District of Columbia. (For report on picture work and 
exhibitions, see pp. 43-44.) 

DEPOSIT STATIONS AND OTHER OUTSIDE AGENCIES. 

The deposit stations conducted by outside organizations for the cir- 
culation of library books have numbered seven, one of whidi was 
open but six months. Partly because of the belief that the system of 
conducting such ventures by volunteers is from its nature not alto- 
gether efficient, and partly because of the objections raised by con- 
gressional appropriation committees that in establishing sucn sta- 
tions the library had exceeded its legal authority, no new stations 
have been established. The Noel House station, closed in January, 
1908, was reopened in January, 1909. Friendship House station (for- 
merly Rochfort House) was reopened in July, 1909. The circulation 
from these stations was 28,503 volumes, an increase of 5,923 over 
1907-8. As rapidly as possible, all of the books used in station work 
are being transierred into one traveling library collection, from whid 
they are sent to stations, instead of being permanently assigned to i 
given station. It is expected that by the use of the motor cycle it will 
be possible to make exchanges more promptly in future. Kepoiti 
have been received from the librarians, all of whom are volunteefs.! 
unless otherwise stated. Summaries of the work of these stations, arj ' 
ranged in the order of their establishment, follow : ( ^ 

1. The Neighborhood House station (468 N street SW.) is con-i ^ 
ducted by Miss Emily A. Spilman, of the superintendent of docM ^ 
ments' office; circulation, 1,981 volumes, a decrease of 376 volumes. I [ 

2. The Noel House station (1663 Kramer street NE.), open the WJ | 
six months of the year; Mr. Edward S. GilfiUan, volunteer librariasi ^ 
circulation, 1,544. I ^ 

3. The Georgetown station (2776 M street NW) is condud:ed M ^ 
Miss Mary D. Wightman, of the Library of Congress; circulaticii ^ 
1,575, a decrease or 871. ^ I ^. 

4. The Colored Social Settlement station, now in a new bmIdo| ^ 
ne£tT M street SW., is conducted by Mr. Thomas Hunfferford, of 
J!/£>rary's janitor staff; circulation, 2,685, an increase of 457, 

^. The Rosedale station (1627 Fourth street NE.) is conducted, 
Jfi ss Katharine M. Johnson, of the library's cataloguing force; fli ® 
ciM ^^ation, 5,998, an increase of 4,123. J ^ 

-^. The Recreation Center No. 1 (Western Hich School) is 
(lgj:^mcted by Miss Margaret J. Elgin, of the central library staff. 



BEPOBT OF BOAKD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC UBBABY. 21 

8 employed by the Washington Playground Association for the 
i^ork: circulation. 6,565, an increase of 783. 

7. The Y. M. C. A. station (1736 G street NW.) is conducted by 
Ifr. Ralph M. Dunbar, formerly of the central library staff, but now 
>aid librarian of the Young Men's Christian Association. The circu- 
Btion was 8,122, an increase of 4,113 over 1907-8, when the station 
uras open but nine months. 

Just before the close of the year, on application from the literary 
editor of the Evening Star, the library agreed to send a few boolcs 
)n deposit to the editorial offices of that newspaper for use in estab- 
ishing a " book center " for its messenger boys. 

On invitation of the Sunday School Institute of the Protestant 
Spiscopal Church of the Diocese of Washington, the librarian ad- 
Iressed that body on " How to strengthen the Sunday-school library " 
[published in New York Sunday School Commission Bulletin, June, 
L909, pp. 138-141), and offered, with the approval of the library 
Tustees, to the first Sunday school that would turn over to the library 
hinds up to $50 for the purchase of books, to duplicate the sum and 
:o furnish the Sunday school and exchange as often as desired as 
nany books as the combined sum would buy. One Episcopal Sunday 
school, that of the Church of the Good Shepherd, has accepted the 
)ffer to the extent of contributing $25, for which it will have as many 
>ooks as $50 will buy. Another Sunday school, that of the Grace 
Eleformed Church, has been granted the same privilege. The books 
lave been bought, but will not be sent to the Sunday schools until 
:he autumn. (For detailed reports of stations, see pp. 44-50.) 

TAKOMA PARK BRANCH — MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRARY. 

The bill designed to authorize the acceptance of $30,000 from Mr. 
2!arnegie with which to erect a branch building at Takoma Park 
lied with the Sixtieth Confess, after having been passed by the 
Sbnilte early in the first session and after securing a vote to report 
hvorably by the House Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Such favorable action was not secured from this committee until the 
*losing days of the short session ; consequently this measure, in com- 
non with several other District bills, never came to a vote. The 
ieeary tale of efforts continued for nearly seven years to secure au- 
ihority to accept any part of the sum of $350,000 offered by Mr, 
CSamegie in January, 1903, for the purpose of providing branch 
library buildings as the central building had been provided includes 
the following steps: The House of Representatives of the Fifty- 
sighth Congress passed a bill providing for the acceptance of the 
sntire sum and tne ^adual building of the system, but through a 
misunderstanding this measure fail^ to have favorable action by 
the Senate; the Senate of both the Fiftv-ninth and Sixtieth Con- 
presses passed bills permitting the building of the Takoma Park 
branch building, but tne House of both these Congresses failed to take 
ftction. Meanwhile the congestion of the service of the public at the 
Dentral library has passed from the acute to the chronic stage, and 
Uie library needs of Takoma Park and other suburbs continue to 

fow with steady increase of population. As Mr. Carnegie's offer 
stiU open, as the site contributed by the Takoma Park residents is 
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still available, and as the favorable action of the House District Com- 
mittee of the Sixtieth Congress seems to offer at least a gleam of 
hope, it is important that promptly with the convening of the Sixty- 
first Congress at the regular session energetic efforts be put forth 
by Takoma Park citizens, library trustees, and commissioners in an 
attempt to turn the hope so long deferred into a reality. 

The recommendation for the establishment of a municipal reference 
library for the District, to be conducted as under the Puolic Library, 
is renewed in the library estimates. The inoportance of such work 
is commented upon in Dr. Walter F. Dood's Government of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 1909, page 281. 

ACQUISITION OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 

The library possessed 103,194 volumes at the beginning of the 
year and 114,364 volumes at its close. The accessions numbered 
16,127 volumes and the withdrawals 4,957 volumes. The accessions 
were acquired as follows: Twelve thousand three hundred and four 
volumes purchased, 3,526 volumes of gifts, and 297 volumes of serials 
bound. The purchases were acauired from the following funds: 
Seven thousand five hundred dollars, congressional appropriation; 
$4,719.45, desk fund; and $164.67, donation fund (including $17.16 
Woman's Anthropological Society fund) ; total for books, $12,384.12. 
Subscriptions to periodicals were paid as follows : One thousand and 
fifty-six dollars and sixty-four cents, desk fund; $100.10, Henry 
Pastor memorial fund; and $23.99, Woman's Anthropolo^cal Soa- 
ety fund ; total, $1,180.73. Total for books and periodicals, $13,564.85. 

For the duplicate pay collection there were purchased 738 volumes 
and 50 copies of four magazines. The expenses of the collection 
were $777.41 for books, $172.75 for periodicals, and $181,64 for bind- 
ing, a total of $1,131.80. Receipts from rental of books and period- 
icals at 5 cents a week were $1,249.15. (For report of order aepartr 
meiit, including classified table of accessions, see pp. 53-54: for 
financial report, see pp. 6J^66.) 

( = 1KTS AND TRANSFERS DUPLICATES AND DISCARDS. 

Elsewhere in this report (p, 61) will be found a full statement of 
books, pamphlets, periodicals, etc., acquired by gift. Of the 4,869 
bound volumes so received, 3,526 were added to the library. Special 
mention should be made of the ffift from the Evening Star Newspa- 
per Company of 274 volumes; also of the ^vernment transfers from 
the United States Bureau of Education of 255 bound and 26 unbound 
volumes, and from the Library of Congress of 3,155 bound and 4 un- 
bound volumes, 17 pamphlets, and 1,501 numbers of periodicals. In 
the case of the transfers from the government libraries the material 
received was selected by this library. 

The Hon. James T. Du Bois, until recently a library trustee and 
now under appointment as United States consul-general at Singa- 
pore, continues to send each year the income on $2,000, or $100, flie 
proceeds of the Henry Pastor memorial fund. It is expected that 
the principal of this fund, the revenue from which is devoted to 
technological periodicals, will ultimately be increased to $5,000 and | 
established as a permanent endowment. 
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Unnecessary duplicates and other books not appropriate to this 
collection received by gift have been forwarded to the Library of 
Congress for use in its exchan^ work. Worn-out and discarded 
books have been sent to the stations of the fire department, the Sol- 
diers' Home, and to the charitable and correctional institutions of 
the District. 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS FR03I GOVERNMENT LIBRARIES. 

Transfers of books from the Library of Congress and other gov- 
ernment libraries to the Public Library, already referred to, have 
been carried on for a number of years. These transfers have been 
effected under authority of clauses contained in the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial appropriation act for the fiscal year 1904, as 
follows : 

The head of any executive departuieut or bureau or auy commission of the 
Oovemment is hereby authorized from time to time to turn over to the Libra- 
rian, of Congress, for the use of the lilbrary of Congress, any boolcs, maps, or 
other material in the library of the department, bureau, or commission no 
longer needed for its use and in the Judgment of the Librarian of Congress ap- 
propriate to the uses of the Library of Congress. 

Any books of a miscellaneous character no longer required for the use of 
«ach department, bureau, or commission, and not deemed an advisable addition 
to the Library of Congress, shall, if appropriate to the uses of the Free Public 
Library of the District of Columbia, be turned over to that library for general 
QBe as a part thereof. 

In order to have more clearly defined authority for making trans- 
fers from the Library of Congress to the Public Library (as well as 
other government libraries) of both miscellaneous material and ma- 
terial received by copyright. Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Con- 
S'ess and a trustee oi the Public Library, secured the enactment at 
e last session of Congress of clauses in two laws that are likely to 
be of great advantage to this library. The legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation act for the fiscal year 1910 contains the fol- 
lowing provision: 

The Librarian of Congress may from time to time transfer to other govern- 
mental libraries within the District of Columbia, including the Public Library, 
books and material in the possession of the I^ibrary of Congress in his judg- 
ment no longer necessary to its uses, but in the judgment of the custodians of 
such other collections likely to be useful to them, and may dispose of or destroy 
snoh material as has become useless. 

The act " To amend and consolidate the acts respecting copy- 
right " contains the following station: 

That of the articles deposited in the copyright office under tlie provisions of the 
copyright laws of the United States or of this act, the liibrnrian of C/ongress 
shall determine what books and other articles shall be transfered to the perma- 
nent collections of the Library of Congress, including the law library, and what 
other books or articles shall be placed in the reserve collections of the Library 
of Congress for sale or exchange, or be transferred to other governmental 
libraries in the District of Columbia for use therein. 

In the foregoing it is expected that the words " governmental libra- 
ries " will be so interpreted as to include the Public Library. It is 
too early to predict how much material may be secured under the 
operation of this act, but it may reasonably be expected that this 
library will secure from current and past copyright deposits a large 
number of books appropriate to the needs of uie Public Library. 
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Such a condition would make it possible for this library to become, 
more completely than ever before, in a sense, the circulating depart- 
ment of tlie Library of Congress, to the advantage of both insti- 
tutions. 

The sundry civil appropriation act for the fiscal year 1910 contains 
the following clause : 

That die serviceable books now contained in the Goverumeut Printing Office 
library, except those which in tlie judgment of the Public Printer should be 
retained for reference, shall be turned over to the l*ublic Library of the District 
of Columbia, and that all unserviceable books be condemned and sold as waste 
paper. 

Since the close of the year covered by this report advanta^ has 
been taken of this provision. By agreement all of the books in the 
Government Printing Office library have been transferred, with the 
understanding that hooks not in sufficiently good condition to be 
added to this library should be sent to charitable institutions and 
that unnecessary duplicates should be sent to the Library of Congress. 

EFFECT ON NEED FOR APPROPRIATIONS. 

A reading of the foregoing acts at once raises the question of the 
effect on needs of appropriations for the Public ^Library , and the first 
thought is perhaiDS naturally that the need for increases in appropria- 
tions for the purchase of books is likely to be lessened by them. But 
the operation of previously existing laws, by which many duplicates 
have Deen turned over to this library, has not lessened the need for a 
much larger book fund than the library has ever had with which to 
purchase many duplicate copies of popular works. On the one 
hand, the need for larger supplies of duplicates for school and other 
extension work goes on increasing, and, on the other hand, compara- 
tively few such popular works (e. g., fiction and juveniles especially), 
and rarely more than one copy oi them, would ever be transferred 
from copyright deposits. The library's book fund would very likely 
be saved to some extent by smaller necessity for the purchasing of 
copyrighted books, of which one copy would be sufficient, and, gen- 
erally speaking, the book fund could be devoted more exclusively to 
noncopyrighted books, duplicates, books in foreign languages, etc. 
However, in view of the present inadequacy of the fund, and in view 
of the need for duplicates for extension work, it Ls believed that the 
$15,000 book appropriation estimated for several years is still an 
appropriate figure. 

By the operation of the foregoing legislation, transferring popular 
books immediately or ultimately to the Public Library, a number of 

foverninenl libraries, including those of the Bureau of Labor, the 
nterior Department, Bureau of Education, Treasury Department, 
Government Printing Office, all of which had some and several of 
which had large circulation of popular works, have entirely discon- 
tinued such service. This means at least a corresponding increase in 
the demands upon the Public Library, both for books and for service. 
The turning of all this material, and especially the copyright ma- 
terial, from the Library of Congress to the Public Library means t 
need for increase of staff to examine the material, in order to choose 
it wisely, to accession and catalogue it, and to make it available to the 
public. Almost surely the present staff will prove too small properl? 



I 
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to cope with material that is expected to come from the copyright 
transiers. 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

The report of the cataloguing department shows 15,469 volumes 
classified and catalogued and 16,593 volumes shelf-listed. This is an 
increase over the high record of the previous year. For the " W " 
series of the Library of Congress printed cards 276 books were cata- 
logued. From the >iational Library 41,438 printed cards were received 
and filed in the depository catalogue. The bulk of these cards has oc- 
casioned much shifting; if the present rate of growth continues new 
filing cases and much additional space will soon be required. The cata- 
lo^e staff has also furnished the library of the Bureau of Education 
with author cards covering all educational works in this library. It 
has also done much necessary recataloguing and reclassification, 
thereby rendering the catalogue increasingly useful. The force is, 
however, too smaU and is too much handicapped by frequent changes 
in personnel to do all of the work of this sort that is needed. (For 
detail report of the catalogue department, including inventory record, 
see pp. 64-56.) 

BINDING AND REPAIR WORK. 

The binding continues to be as satisfactory as it has always been 
since the contract has been with Mr. Emerson. Among the new 
experiments tried have been the covering of newspapers with red 
rope paper instead of with duck, thereby reducing the cost- by half, 
and the reenforcing at small cost of inexpensive juvenile books before 
placing them in circulation, thus securing a fair amount of wear from 
them in their original covers. The gildinff of call numbers on all 
books not likely soon to require rebinding has been continued with 
satisfaction. The library purchases as many books as possible in 
publishers' special library bindings and in the strong bindings from 
the sheets supplied by Mr. Chivers and others. Mr. M. N. SmuU, 
who until his recent appointment to another library, had been in 
successful charge of this work for several years, prepared an exhibit 
of this library^ binding methods and read a paper on the subject 
before the District of Columbia Library Association. (For detail 
report see pp. 56-57.) 

rDRRKSPONDENCE AND OTHER MAIL MAITEK. 

A record has a^ain been kept of all mail matter sent out by the 
library. The total was 46,536 pieces, as compared with 44,972 pieces 
in 1907-8. This total included 10,028 sealed letters, 27,727 post cards, 
8,718 packages of library publications, and 63 other packages. The 
sealed letters included 4,8 < 8 dictated letters, 1,020 stencils letters, 
2,842 notices to parents regarding applications from children, and 
1,288 miscellaneous communications. Of the post cards, all but 166 
were printed forms, but with information supplied requiring much 
searching. 

PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY. 

The Monthly Bulletin of new accessions and reference lists con- 
tinues to serve its purpose ver}'^ well. As abNVscj^^ W. Ss» tcv^Ql^ xs:^ ^ 
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matter which has previously been run in the columns of the Satur- 
day issues of the Evening Star. Practically all other printed matt^ 
issued during the year has been printed by the multigraph. By this 
useful device the Educational Bulletin and a large number of book 
lists have been issued. These are mostly single-page lists, but have 
also included several 4-page lists and even one 10-page list. A large 
proportion of the library's circular letters, blan^, ana forms are now 
printed on this machine; in the case of lorm postals, call slips, etc, 
by the use of electrotypes. This plan has proved an economy or 
time and money. 

The library has continued to find the columns of the local news- 
papers hospitable in furthering its enterprises. 

LIBRARY STAFF AND APPRENTICES. 

The resignations from the staff during the last fiscal year numbered 
18 — 9 library assistants, 6 pages, 1 library guard, 1 janitor, and 1 
charwoman. It is believed that the increases in the salaries of at- 
tendants, effective July 1, 1908, have in a measure helped to check 
resignations. However, the losses from the library staff proper (ex- 
clusive of building force, messengers, and pages) were 22i per cent 
of that force. This is an improvement over 190G-7, when "they were 
33^ per cent, and over 1907-8, when they were 25 per cent ot those 
forces. Nearly all the resignations of the past year were from the 
library's better-paid positions, from which most of those resigning 
went to accept higher salaries. Especially to be regretted was the 
loss of Mr. Carl P. P. Vitz, whose service as assistant librarian for 
the last two years has been particularly acceptable. 

The librarian is glad to testify to the intelligence, the energj\ the 
enthusiasm, and the harmony that have characterized the work of 
the staff. 

The fortnightly meetings of heads of departments have been con- 
tinued with profit to the service. Most of the members of the staff 
belong to the District of Columbia Library Association, to which the 
libra ly continues to act as host. Six members of the staff attended 
the annual conference of the American Library Association at Bretton 
Woods, N. H., June 28-July 3, the librarian and the chief of the book- 
order department wholly, and the four other members of the staff 
partially, at library expense. The librarian also attended the joint 
meeting of the Pennsylvania and New Jersey library associations at 
Atlantic City, March 19-20. 

In the library's fifth annual apprentice class, 7 persons completed 
the course and received certificates to that effect. Thus far of 
them have been employed by the library either on its permanent roll 
or as substitutes. The report on the apprentice class is found else- 
where (pp. 57-58). With it is given a summary of the 6 apprentice 
classes thus far conducted by the library. It appears that 82 persons 
have been examined, 63 passed entrance examinations, 18 withdrew 
or were dropped, 45 completed their course or were appointed prior 
to its completion, 42 have received appointments to the staff, oi this 
library, 13 to staffs of other libraries, and that 30 were on July 1 in 
the service of this library. These figures show the utility of the plan 
for this library. 



REPORT OP BOARD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



27 



BUILDING NOTES. 

Durinff the year most of the walls and ceilings of the library were 
repainted. Lighter tints than formerly were used, with resulting im- 
provement in appearance and in lighting. If funds prove sufficient, 
the remainder or the interior should be repainted the commg year. 
The lighting of the delivery, children's, open-shelf, and reading rooms 
has been greatly improved by the use of 32 candlepower (40 watt) 
tungsten mmps throughout for general illumination. The main refer- 
ence room and the children's room have gained most by these improve- 
ments. The gloom of the former has been dispellea, and the latter 
has been made an especially attractive room. By certain reassign- 
ments of space which will be practicable in the autumn, it will be pos- 
sible to utilize an adjoining room as an office for the children's 
librarian and as a story-hour room. At slight expense a stack room 
for storing the school duplicates can be installed in the large base- 
ment corridor. What is especially much needed to render the chil- 
dren's department most nearly satisfactory is to cut through an out- 
side entrance to the southeast comer of the room, so as to avoid the 
necessity for approaching it through the long basement corridor 
which, even when well liffhted, is somewhat " spooky " for children. 
By a relocation of the lodcer room for women employees it has been 
possible to fit up an attractive rest room. It has been a matter of 
great satisfaction during the past year that the library has had its 
own police officer. 

Mount Vernon Square has been much improved by having the 
grounds inclosed by copings. It is hoped that walks to the east and 
west and from the front to the rear will come next. These improve- 
ments, in common with the entire reservation, are in charge of the 
United States Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds. It is 
stated that drinking fountains are also to be installed on the square. 

E8TI3IATE8 FOR Rl'NNING EXPENSES. 

The estimates of the trustees for the fiscal year 1910-11 have 
already been adopted. As regularly printed in the trustees' report 
(pp. 10-12) they are arranged to conform with the current appropria- 
tion act. The same items are here rearranged in accordance with 
the administrative organization of the library service. 



Estimates for running expenses. 



I. Libimry and building force: 

1. Administration department:— 

Librarian 

Assistant librarian 

Librarian's secretary 

2 stenograpbers and typewriters (in plHce of 1 at present) 

Copyist 

Messenger. 

2. Order department— 

Cbief (new) 

Assistant (new) 

Assistant 

Afwifitnnt 



Recom- 


Appro- 
priation 


mended 


1910-11. 


1909-10. 


$5,000 


18.250 


1,800 


1,500 


1,000 


900 


1,440 


720 


4fl0 


480 


480 


480 


1,200 




720 




540 


640 


480 


480 
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Estimates for ruDning expenaes. 



I. Librarr and building force— Continaed. 

8. Catalogue department- 
Chief (now) 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer (new ) 

( -ataloguer 

Cataloguer 

3 cataloguers (now called temporary cataloguers), at S540. . 
Assistant 

4. Binding department— 

AssLotant (new) 

Collator 

5. Reference department— 

Reference librarian 

Assistant ' 

Assistant 

Page 

6. Useful-arts department — 

Chief ( new) 

Assistant 

Page 

7. Information bureau — 

Assistant 

Assistant 

8. Periodicals department — 

Assistant (new) 

AssiHtant 

Page 

9. Children's department — 

Children's librarian 

Assistant 

AsKlstant 

2 attendants, at |540 

Page 

10. Schools and stations department — 

Chief ( new) 

AHsistant (new) 

Page 

11. Circulation department — 

Chief 

First assistant (new) 

Assistant 

2 assistants, at 8600 

2 attendants, (new) . at 8600 

4 attendants, at $M0 

5 attendants, at 8480 

MesMi'nger 

6 pages, at 8360 

12. Municipal reference librarian ( District building) 

18. Building force- 
Engineer 

Fireman 

Workman 

2 janitors, at 8480 

Library guard 

2 cloakroom attendants, at 8360 

6 charwomen, at 8180 

II. Employment of substitutes and other temporarj' service 

III. Sunday opening 

IV. Purchase of books 

V. Binding 

VI. Fuel, lighting, fitting up building, and other contingent expenses. 



Recom- 
mended 
1910-11. 



81,600 
900 
840 
720 
600 
1,620 
480 

720 
480 

1,200 
720 
540 
860 



Appro- 

? nation 
909-10. 



I 



1,200 
720 
600 

1,080 
860 

1,000 
600 
360 

l,ftOO 

900 

720 

1,200 

1.200 

2.160 

2,400 

480 

1.800 

1,200 

1,200 

720 

600 

960 

720 

720 

1.08U 

1,000 

2.500 

16.000 

4,000 

8,0CO 



8900 



720 
600 

1,620 
480 



860 

1,000 
720 
540 
360 



1.200 




720 
860 


720 
860 


1.000 
600 


1,00U 
600 


900 




540 
360 


540 
860 



1,000 

600 
1,080 

86:^ 



360 
1.200 



720 

i,aoo 



2,160 

2,400 

480 

1.800 



1,080 

720 

480 

960 

720 

r20 

1,080 

1,000 

1,700 

7,600 

3, MO 

8.000 



Here and there this report has contained statements and ar^ments 
of the need for a larger staff, for better salaries, and for an increase 
in the book fund. In addition to these scattered references and to 
the specific notes given under each item of increase in the formal 
estimates of the trustees, the following general considerations are 
offered : 

The foregoing report has shown that the use of the library, as 
measured by home circulation, has increased 23 per cent during the 
last year. It may also be confidently stated that the quality of all 
of the work of the library has not only been maintained out ha8 
constantly improved. During the last two years, however, the force 
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of regular employees has increased less than 5 per cent (63 employees 
in 1907-8 and 66 in 1909-10). Acknowledgment is made of the 
receipt of the annual appropriation of $1,000 for the employment of 
substitutes. This is much appreciated and is affording substantial 
assistance during the summer vacation season .and will be valuable in 
cases of .illness; out it is essentially an emergency appropriation and 
does not increase the staff available for regular work. 

This report has instanced the discontinuance of the circulation of 
music rolls — ^not because this was no longer considered a valuable 
and appropriate service, but because of practical inability to main- 
tain it in the face of the rapidly growing book circulation. It is 
feared that unless there is some means found for increasing the staff, 
that action must soon be typical of the policy of the library ; that is, 
it must perforce become one of simply trying to hold its own rather 
than one of expansion and extension of service. Such a policy no 
more comports with progressive ideas of library administration than 
it does with progressiveness in journalism or banking or commer- 
cial life generally. Even more perhaps than in business does the 
professional spirit impel the eictension of benefits to a constantly 
increasing number. 

Inasmuch as the needs most urged a year ago remain practically 
untouched by appropriations, they only require to be repeated with 
the added arguments of the greater discrepancy between force and 
work done resulting from the past year's record. The book order 
and catalogue forces are understaffed and underpaid and altogether 
inadequate to take care of the books that are likely to come from the 
operation of the clause in the new copyright law providing for 
transfers. The useful arts department has again more than justified 
its utility, though it was started and has always been conducted with 
an insufficient force. It is especially important to secure an appro- 
priation for a well-paid chiei of this department, properly to meet 
the demands which the public makes upon it. At present the assist- 
ant librarian, whose full time is needed for administrative work, is 
obU^d to devote too much of his attention to this department. The 
worK of the children's department calls loudly for an increased force, 
as does the expanding work of circulation of books through the 
schools. In fact at practically every point in the service is mere a 
requirement for more workers, with special need for those receiving 
the more advanced salaries. 

In concluding this account of his fifth year of work in Washing- 
ton, the librarian desires to record his profound satisfaction wim 
the interest in the work of the library and confidence in and cordial 
support of the librarian which the trustees habitually manifest 
Kespectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowerman, 

LiJfrarian. 
The Tbustees of the Free Public Library. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 

Precedent to the writing of the foregoing report of the librarian, 
the heads of the various adjninistrative departments of the library 
service furnished detailed statements^ including statistical tables, of 
the work of which they are in immediate charge. The following ex- 
tracts from these departmental reports cover matters omitted from or 
having but slight mention in the librarian's report. 

CIRCULATING DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circulating department, reports 
OS follows on the work of home circulation, registration, the open 
shelves, and on methods used to improve the quality of circulation. 

Tbe fiscal year Bbowcd an increase of circulation la tbe adnlt department ol 
tbe central libraiy of 4S.90S over last year. That tbls extra amount of work, 
wltb tbe lotrodiictloo of several new activities, was bandied by the aaioe 
nnmber In the department la largely due to the fact that fewer cbangee bare 
been made in personnel. 

Tbe largeet day's circulation waa February 20. on whleh day 3,291 books were 
Issued. The smallest day's circulatlou was December 22, when 746 books were 
Issued. Uu seveuieeu days tbe circulation was over 2,000; on eighteen days 
over 2,500; on two days over 3,000. On twenty-flve days over 600 books of 
adult nonaction were Issued: on seventeen days over 700; on two days over 
900; and on one day over SOO. There have been a number of days when tbe 
boohs of fiction Issued have not exceeded tbe nonfictlon more tban 130 to 200. 
lite statistics of holidays ^ow an Increase of 242 volumes circulated over last 
year. Lincoln's Birthday, a special holiday, on wblcb 1,773 books were iasaed. 
Is not Included In this Increase. Tbe main Btatlstlcs of circulation are brought 
together in the following table : 

SlalistU-ii <if (Arculalion. 

! 1907-8. lwe-9. Inrrawe 



ToUlcliculallnn. Including ilatloiissni] ivlioole.... > M 

ToUl circulation. Including iU1loiii<,ac)ioo1a. and muxlu rollM... < 606,598 

Toul clrculalloD, Including station s. DcliDi'l^.municrolls.and plrt.ir.''.l SH "~ 
dreulBtloD: i 

Central library Ibook" only) 47S.293 642,130 6&.8n 

DepOBll JWtlonii (book» onlr> ' 22,6* 28.608 5,1KI 

SthoolBand playgrounds (book* ODly) ,.| 8.6TO Z!,IM ll.M 

picture™iiecVion!!!!;.',';;;;;;.''!!'.";;;.';;!;!!!;;;.';;;;!!;."!.'ii!!!!, v. 

.Iverage daily circulation, central library (book* only) i 1, — ..._ 

Averaee monthly ciTCulatlon, lactudlng stations luid schools (books | I 

onlTl , *4,»li «,S26 I 4.(U 

Monthly lncrea.te (hooka only) <,789 t.lWJ 

Yearly Increase (books only) I 24,013 SfcaiS 

Percentage o( Lncreasp (bookionly) 5 17 

yearly Incmue (books, music mils, and plclunw) 40,673 122.(102 I 

Percentage u[ in rreoee (books, Diualc rolls, and pictures) S 23 i 

Days open (or circulation "Mi jn 

■ rioncd clevea days Id Jaouary, lOOS. od accoant at smallpox. 

A messenger Is srait out every afternoon, weather permitting, to collect otm^ 
due books. Dnrlng the past yeiir 287 calls were made, 120 Iwoks collected, and 
34 persons who had moved were not located. Bills were malted for 44 books 
reported lost. ;i7 of which have been paid for through such notlcen. Plft7-nlDe 
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books borrowed and never returned in 1907 have been marked lost in this year's 

Inventory. 

.. €k>pie8 of 15 different periodicals circulated. The demand for more copies 

was so argent during the fall that extra copies of Harper's, Century, Scribner's, 

and Atlantic Bionthly were subscribed for and placed on the same basis as the 

duplicate pay fiction. At the expiration of six weeks they are taken off the 

pay list and made free copies. 

Sfaice November the department has sent withdrawn adult l>ooks and period- 
icals to the following institutions: Police headquarters and stations. Marine 
Barracks, Washington Asylum, f^eedmen's Hospital, Emergency Hospital, 
George Washington University Hospital, Georgetown University Hospital, Flor- 
ence Grittenton Mission, fire department headquarters and 34 stations. United 
States jail, and United States Soldiers' Home Hospital. The number of books 
smt was 3,122 and periodicals 1,342. 

The following figures show a portion of the clerical work accomplished: 
Pockets of rebound books marked, 5,115; book cards rewritten, 5,903; labels 
removed from seven-day books, 710; total, 11,818. 

A list of nonfiction reported **out" more than four times a month is made 
each month, and a copy furnished the order department to duplicate such books 
as are needed. 

The following table shows the number of postals mailed by months: 

Postals mailed July i, 1908-June SO, 1909. 



1908. 



Fiction.... 
Nonaction 



July. 



150 
110 



Total 

lended books 
V Always out" books. 
DelinQuent notices. . . 
Rercgistration 



Total. 



260 

5 

10 

877 

475 



1,887 



August. 


Sep- 
tember. 


Octo- 
ber. 


Novem- 
ber. 


123 
140 


129 
154 


352 
225 


277 
218 


263 


288 


W7 
6 

40 

1.041 

999 


490 

4 

6 

1,230 

695 






1 834 
659 


926 
459 


] 1,919 


1,961 


3,240 


2,814 



Decem- 
ber. 



169 
224 

396 

20 

17 

1,540 

862 

8,225 



1 

1 

1 


Janu- 
ary. 

215 
310 


Feb- 
uary. 

192 
302 


19( 
March. 

196 
313 


D9. 
April. 

176 
806 


May. 


June. 

127 
190 


Total. 

2.264 
2,690 


Percent. 


ItoMTves: 

Fiction 

Nonfiction 


150 
208 


46 
64 


Total 


526 

22 

12 

918 

934 


494 

17 

8 

1.030 

728 


508 

26 

14 

1,898 

640 


481 

54 

17 

1.201 

al98 


363 

43 

17 

1,221 


317 

42 

15 

1.116 


4,944 

239 

165 

13,332 

6.449 




Kcoommended books 




''Always out" books 




MUnquent notices 




Ktngffftratlon . . . 










•••"**•'■■ 


Total 


2,986 


2,771 


8.094 


2.432 


1.987 


1.807 


30.063 









a Discontinued. 



Books on history were requested by the Western, Eastern, Central, and Husi- 
High schools. Three high schools reported a home circulation of 592. No 
record was kept of the remaining two schools. 

The health department follows the method of last year in sending daily 
»rt8 of contagious diseases and names of books taken by the department 

»m homes in which contagious diseases exist. Receipts are furnished by 

le health department to borrowers from whom the books are taken. These 
receiptM, when presaited at the library, entitle the holders to duplicate cards 
withoat delay in cases where the library has failed to receive ^<yc^ ^1 >^^ 
removal of the books. The increased number ot reapou^ea \o TioWc«t& TCA.ViR^\ri 
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the library the past year has been noticeable. Notices numberlog 213 wen 
mailed to houaes where contaicloDS diseases existed; 61 books were fomlKated 
and 19 books destroyed by the health department Where books have bea 
returned by borrowers and not by the health department with the statement 
that they hare been fumigated precaution 1b taken to have such books fumi- 
gated nt the library. 

The issuing of music rolls was dtecontinned, with relnctaoce, on April L 
During nine months 11,657 rolls were issued to 222 card holders. The demandi 
made upon the nselBtants in the circulation department, where 10 to 30 rolls at 
a time Imd to be iMiied to severnl roll borrowers, occiisloned excessive deiaya. 
The useful arts department offered to relieve the department by shelving and 
l^Hulng the rolls from that room, but the work soon proved a heavy burdea 
there. The rolls also began to show wear, and rather than allow the collecttoo 
to become unsatisfactory, It was decided to discontinue their circulation and 
store the collection until better provision could be made to handle them and 
Increase tbe number. 

The following tables of circulation, flues, etc, cover the central library, sta- 
tions, schools, etc. 

Cin'uJalion bj/ months and cl»s»t» Jiili/ f, 1908. to June SO, 1909. 



{•hllowiphy 

hellglon 

CbrlHIanlly 

eci'lellniiliEal hlHUiry 

bliKTiphy 

aij|t;iy 

Socltl anil pollileat wienci 

»*liiml arlence* 

tlKlularta 

Fini^ru.* i:::;;;:".^ 

LaniuHge 

LllontDre _ 

Book arts 

Mcdon 

AvmKi* anllr olrcatnCloii 



*T.m 



aimiry.,, 



and political H 



N«tiitmHr 

Becnwlive sitl 

Lltenlurc 

fiookHTtK 

FIcllon 

Scbooli and playgrouoda. - . 



E*r centBcHon... 



H&rch. April. Hif. June. 
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Monthly statement of fines, etc., July 1, 1908, to June SO, 1909. 









1908. 








July. 


August 


Septem- 
ber. 


October. 


Novem- 
ber. 


Decem- 
ber. 


Fines 


$244.78 

98.65 

4.80 

10.20 

10.84 

.10 

.26 


$211.86 

68.90 

5.60 

9.80 

26.86 

.20 


$244.68 

75.06 

6.86 

9.50 

9.16 

.80 


$804; 47 

98.55 

11.88 

18.40 

9.98 

.15 


$820.30 

107.65 

9.64 

14.76 

6.85 

.10 


$827.14 


Doplicate coUectioD 


121.26 


Bewrres 


8.46 


ReiaBued cards 


11.80 


Books lost and injured 


8.92 


Sale of catalofnies 


.15 


Money found in boildinjr 
















Total 


864.12 


840.72 


845.66 


488.48 


467.79 


477.22 









1909. 

• 






Janu- 
• ary. 


Febru- 
ary. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Total. 


Fines 

Duplicate collection 


'$298.75 

119.75 


$291.44 

106.50 

9.14 

10.70 

4.91 

.80 


1882.86 

115.80 

10.82 

10.70 

18.82 

.25 


$827.80 

107.75 

8.88 

9.05 

2.80 

.10 


$318.87 

115.10 

6.78 

7.10 

7.16 

.80 


$298.89 

104.70 

5.42 

8.90 

9.06 

.25 


$3,610.84 
1,249.16 


Reserves 

Reisraed cards 


10.80 

12.50 


97.58 
127.40 


Books lost and injured 


11.41 


12*2.79 


Sale of catalogues 


.15 


2.36 


Money found in building 


1 


.25 


















Total 


447.86 


422.99 


488,25 


455.88 


449.81 


426.74 


5,109.86 



BB0I8TRATI0N. 

The registrations for the year were: Adult, 11,553; Juyenlle, 3,384; deposit 
stations, 850; a total of 15,784, as against 15,313 during the previous year. 
The net gain was 2,411. The sending of postals notifying borrowers of the 
expiration of their cards with an inyitatlon to reregister has been discontinued. 
With a large floating population, large numbera of these postals were returned 
unclaimed. The number of reissues has not thereby been decreased. 

The number of males registered in the adult department was 4,909, females 
6,554, or 1.555 more females than males. The privilege of drawing books on 
deposit of $5 was granted to 71 strangers. 66 of whom have withdrawn their 
deposits. Among the number who availed themselves of this privilege were 
several well-known authors, actors, and visitors from E2ngland, Holland, Greece, 
Bussia, and South America. 

Post-card views of the library were placed on sale at the registration desk in 
November. The object in selling these cards is to have an available fund on 
which to draw for the purchase of flowers to be placed in the public parts of 
the library at holiday seasons; $7.64 has been realized, of which amount $4 was 
reinvested in cards and $3.64 was spent for flowera at Christmas and Easter 
bolidaya 



Statistical report of registration July /, 1908, to June SO. 1909. 

Gross registration June 30, 1908 86,013 

T^tal number of cards in force June 30, 1908 49,625 

Begist ration : 

Main library 14, 934 

Deposit stations 850 

Total additions 15, 784 

Nonflction cards issued 11, 798 

Teachera' cards issued 422 

12264—09 3 
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Privilege cards issued 7T 

Music-roll cards issued 118 

Total number of cards issued 28,181 

Deductions : 

Expired to date 13,210 

Left town 13T 

Deceased 25 

Canceled 1 

Total 13,373 

Net increase in registration 2,411 

Gross registration June 30, 1009 100,047 

Total number of cards in force June 30, 1909 51,187 

Average registration per day 43 

Lost cards: 

Duplicates made 1, 274 

Amount realized $127.40 

OPEN SHELVES. 

Selections from the following classes have been shelved in the lobby and open- 
shelf room: In the lobby, foreign literature (French, Italian, Spanish, and til 
German fiction), domestic science, literary history and criticism, travel, includ- 
ing Italy, Ireland, Scotland. Switzerland, England, Holland, France, Genuany, 
Russia, Egj'pt, Persia, Si)ain; in the open-shelf room, biography, Christianity, 
social and political sciences, natural sciences, games and si)ort8. Four thousand 
one hundred and seventy-six volumes circulated from the special collection of 
850 volumes of biography, or 42 vev cent of the entire biography circulaticD. 
Books on Christianity were kept on oixjn shelves five months. 

A new case, more convenient and much larger, replaced the small revolTtng 
bookcase in the lobby. In It are kept selections from all new additions of noa- 
flctlon, dated to circulate from this case three months. 

The increase in the circulation of the classes on open shelves follows: 



Bi(^Taphy 

Christianity 

Travel 

8()cial and potitical sciences 

Natural sciences 

Recreative art« 

Literature 



1907-8. 


1908-9. 


6.879 


10.012 


2,688 


4,372 


13,f88 


12,666 


10,782 


13.769 


10.426 


14.150 


2,634 


2,781 


23,581 


27,166 



Increase. 



Decrease. > PeroeaL 



4,133! A 

1,684 1 n 

I 872: " 

3,087 I I fl 

3,724 I % 

147 i I I 

8,575 j i U 



METHODS EMPLOYED FOB IMPBOVINO QUALITY OF BEADING. 

The open-shelf room, in which practically all adult fiction Is shelved, has bad 
mipervislon afternoons, evenings, and three mornings a week during the year by 
regularly assigned assistants from the circulation department. Those engaged 
in this work resolved themselves into a book review club, meeting once every 
week. Outlines of books are prepared and read, followed by general dlscnssloai 
of stories and by annotations. This has enabled the assistants to gain more 
knowledge in suggesting books, ability to give a reader a few salient points of 
a story to arouse Interest, and knowledge of all books on special lists compiled by 
the department. 

The lists compiled for distribution have been short stories, Christmas storieii 
detective stories, ghost stories, Lincoln, classic American essays, classic Engllsli 
essays, modern American and modem English essays. The short stories, Christ- 
mas stories, and Lincoln list were used by pupils for school reading. A number 
of lists from other libraries have been mounted and are kept In a cabinet on tbe 
desk for ready reference. Reference books of Action are also kept on the desk. 

A dally record Is kept by each assistant while in the room. In it are noted 
her impressions, books most in demand, books read by young girls and boys, aod 
reasonable complaints. These notes are carefully gone over each month and 
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used as aids for the duplication of books, betterment of the work, etc. Books 
for boys and girls who have outgrown the children's room are brought together 
in one place to encourage better reading. These books are mostly the standard 
novels recommended by high schools and similar authorities. The need of such 
a collection has been shown by the fact that the cases have required almost daily 
attention to keep them filled. 

A special feature has been the notice taken of author*s birthdays, beginning 
last Sei)tember. Five authors whose birthdays occur within a month are se- 
lected and picture bulletins showing homes, scenes, or incidents from their 
writings, members of their families, etc., are hung over the case containing the 
books by and about each one. The appreciation shown warrants continuing such 
a plan another year. The number of books in the collection varied each month 
from 87 to 135. The circulation during nine months was 2,580. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

Miss R. Lionne Adsit, who came from the New York State Library 
School a year ago to take charge of this work, reports as follows on the 
bureau of information: 

As heretofore indicated, the function of this department is to do reference 
work with the books that circulate, to assist readers in using the catalogue, in 
selecting the books from the open shelves, and to pick out for them what seems 
the best or the most comprehensive or the most condensed book on any particular 
subject that is otherwise unavailable. 

The wide range of information given may be suggested by a few representa- 
tive questions asked: The system of school government and the school officers 
in the Philippines; business life in the twelfth century; when, where, and by 
whom was the first ironclad built; names of ten noted educational institutions 
and their presidents ; a humorous five-minute speech ; the author of ** Why should 
the spirit of mortal be proud?" when was the first dictionary published in 
America; the civil-service laws; books on show-card writing, massage, new 
thought ghost stories, limericks, French queens. 

Lists are frequently prei)ared and courses of study suggested in preparation 
for examinations or for serious or pleasurable reading; as those on tithes and 
tithing; schools in Paris; child labor; Russian art; Aztecs; statues of woman. 

To keep more closely in touch with the schools, blanks have been distributed 
among the pupils about to leave, introducing them to the chief of this dei)art- 
nient who may thus assist from the first in securing cards, in selecting their 
books, and in making the library attractive. 

Slips ui)on which books are to be recommended for purchase by borrowers and 
those wbereon the books " always out " may be brought to the attention of the 
librarian, are kept at this desk. Criticism, favorable or unfavorable, is wel- 
comed here and is reported to the proper place for action. To enable readers to 
see comments on the new books, the Book Keview Digest, published monthly, la 
at hand here. 

Work has been much facilitated by the use of an outside telephone at the desk 
and calls from this source are constantly increasing. 

The picture work is under the direct supervision of Miss Moore, who is at- 
tached to this department She reports upon it elsewhere. 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Grace E. Babbitt, reference librarian, reports as follows on 
the work of the reference department : 

This year is the first in which the personnel of the stalT of the department haa 
remained unchanged. The good effect of this continuity of service is shown in 
the large amount of detail work accomplished. This work, which of necessity 
consumes much time, is a great saving when the rush hours come on, making 
Instantly availnble material which must otherwise be hunted for. 

The valuable bibliographies brought out by the Library of Ck)ngress have all 
been checked up to date, also a large number of the more imiiortant bililiogra- 
pliles from other sources. The work of reorganizing the teachera* library was 
done, as far as possible, in this department. Ck)mplete shelf lists have been. 
made of the boolu in the room^ copied from the official «lheM \VbX. ^\i««^ ^ets% 
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as a rougb class catalogue, right at hand, and are of great assistance in taking 
inventory and keeping track of the two special collections In the room, which 
are duplicated by circulating books. 

These collections are Interesting and Increasingly used. The first began with 
copies to be kept In the room of the circulating books that had to be sent for, 
sometimes several times a day, and has been added to slowly, to meet actual 
needs. Besides its first use it Is an important aid to good reading, as people 
go to these shelves sure of finding good and interesting books on a large variety 
of subjects. The books are used extensively by high-school pupils. 

The teachers' library has been built up on purely pedagogical and poycholog- 
leal lines from the best professional lists available. It is hoped that the 
teachers will realize that the best books devoted to their Interests are always 
In the reference room. A normal-school teacher said she found the great ad- 
vantage of looking over such a selected list of books to decide which she wanted 
to call for at the issue desk. 

The most interesting work continues to be that with the upper grammar 
grades and high-school pupils. As the library and the schools come closer 
together, the pupils as well as teachers come more freely to the reference roooL 
All the books in the list of required and supplementary reading are to be had 
in the room during the term. If not in the various collections or anthologies, 
copies are tomiK)rarily withdrawn from circulation and kept in the room for 
school use. 

The fact that the department is becoming l>etter known is evidenced by the 
number of telephone calls asking help or Information on all sorts of questions. 
In addition, heads of departments In the various branches of government service 
frequently send here for books or t>eriodicals. Individual employees of the 
Government Lave always used the room a great deal. Much preparation for 
civil-service examinations goes on in this deimrtment One man took home 
several years of the Review of Reviews, one at a time. In preparation for con- 
sular service. The file of clippings relating to the city or District from news- 
pai)ers and magazines is steadily growing and Is becoming better known. Re 
porters and corres])ondents are much pleased with it, and some of the high- 
school pupils find better material here than anywhere else for debates or essays. 

A number of people doing more or less original work in literature come con- 
stantly to the reference room. One Interesting piece of work was on a new 
edition of Lorna Doonc for school use. The editor wanted material aboQt 
Blackmore's friends, the vicissitudes of novelists, comparison of Blnckmore'e 
and Scott's description, the Great Plague in I^ndon, English history at the 
date of the story, Eton, Harrow, and other schools. From the mnlUtode of 
literary and scientific people In this city the library receives a due proportloa 
of visits. While Its field is entirely dlfl^erent from the scientific libraries, there 
are things here which even specialists come for. The one specialization, that 
of everything: relating to the District, Is of great service and Incladeflk or It 
should, thlufrs not to be found elsewhere. 

The collection of "travel literature" arranged in racks In the room during 
the spring and summer months has been better than ever this year. Some of 
the folders have really beautiful pictures, and besides their valuable hififfma- , 
tion and help in deciding on summer plans are much appreciated by taachert * 
and pui)ll8 for Illustrations. I 

The Sunday use of the reference room Is steadily increasing. It is esttanated 
that there are 25 per cent more visitors to the room per hour during the sereo i 
hours In which It Is open than the twelve-hour week days. a 

The number of readers coming to the reference room in 1907--8 was 121,420. ' 
During the past year the numb<T was 119,459. The decrease was due In part i 
to the fact that the room was closed for a week In April while the walls and ' 
ceilings were repainted, a much-ueetled improvement, and, further, this wa* 
inauguration year. Not only was the building closed on March 4, but the 
attendance noticeably decreased for a week before and after that date. Bat 
the chief cause is the new vagrancy law. A decided decrease was evident laa 
year in the number of men who came to the room, amusing themselves with 
the lllustnited magazines and never calling for or reading books. The faliin; 
off of this class of users, or mls^iisers, of the library, renders the room much 
more desirable for those who wish to read or study. The benefit of the strln- i 
gent vagrancy law Is realized when one considers the large number of school | 
boys and girls who come to the reference room, and find It more pleasant and 
wholesome because of this weedlug out. 
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The number of books brought to the room during the year was 19,395, as 
against 23,493 the year before. As a matter of fact, more serious reading was 
done during the year than ever before, owing to the growth of special collec- 
tions, noticed above, and shelved In the room. 

The following table shows the number of readers in the room during the 
year and the number of books brought from the stacks: 



Month. 



July 

Aiiffun 

September 
October . . . 
November 
December. 



1908. 



January.. 
Febniary 
March ... 

April 

May 

June 



1909. 



Total, 



Week days and 


Qim^a V 


Siinc 


lays. 
Books. 


siinaay 


Readers. 


Readers. 
583 


7,040 


768 


7,040 


1,021 


798 


8.920 


1,354 


844 


ll,8fi6 


1,757 


893 


12,069 


1,825 


• 1,297 


11,:W9 


2,113 


1,110 


11.564 


2,125 


1.860 


11.536 


1,865 


1,026 


12,013 


2,255 


1,0W 


9,203 


l,r.87 


897 


9,232 


1,504 


1.020 


7,637 


1,131 


671 


119,459 


19,395 


11.591 



Books. 



96 
109 
141 
184 
169 
220 



274 
168 
212 
142 
189 
96 



1,947 



THE USEFUL ARTS DEPART3fENT. 



The following report on the work of the useful arts department 
was written by Mr. Carl P. P. Vitz, who was in charge of tlie depart- 
ment until his resignation near the close of the fiscal year. The sta- 
tistics have been supplied by Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, who came from 
the New York State Library School to succeed Mr. Vitz as assistant 
librarian, as well as to have charge of the work of this department. 

In reviewing the work of this department for the year just closed, the first 
complete fiscal year of its establishment, the gain in the amount and scope of 
Its activities is very apparent. The appended statistical report will give the 
figures for the year, all showing large increases. Among these is to be noted 
especially the great gain of 4,943, or 39 per cent, in the circulation of books 
from classes R. S. T, and U. comprising agriculture, the engineering branches, 
and the mechanic trades. This is the more remarkable in view of the large 
gain noted last year. The applied-art books also have been Increasingly used, 
but figures can not be cited for them, as they are Included with those for the 
pure arts, e. g., painting and sculpture. The circulation of back numbers of 
periodicals currently received In this room has met with favor. During the 
year 2,814 were loaned for home use. Many were for one or more years back, 
which demonstrates the advisability of keeping back numbers on file, even 
though they be not bound. With a little care they are Just as available in 
this form and at a great saving In cost. The Indexes to individual unbound 
volumes are kept in an alphabetical arrangement at the desk and often prove 
helpful in looking up material. A record was made during the year of all our 
periodical resources, llFtlng In one place all the periodicals that we have, 
whether they are bound or unbound and where they are shelved. It is very 
useful. 

The list of periodicals received has been increased and strengthened. Many 
are the gifts of publishers or of friends; others were added by subscription. 
Last fall the list was thoroughly revised. Periodicals whose value we quee- 
tioned were removed temporarily from the room. It may be explained that 
the periodicals are shelved on top of the cases in pamphlet boxes fiat on the 
side, the recent back numbers in the box and the current number in a binder 
on top of tiie box. After these were removed the empty pamphlet box was 
marked " Temporarily removed — inquire for at desk." In thU ^vs -^^ '^vsRfc 
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able to gange the demaDd for these more doubtful titles and to make a deciaioa 
as to which to discontinue. 

Some important additions have been made to our periodical sets. Among 
these are runs of the transactions of the American societies of civil, mechan- 
ical, and electrical engineers; Zeltschrift des Vereln ftir Deutsche Inglnenre, 
Transactions of Illuminating Engineering Society, Academy Architecture, Ardii- 
tectum 1 Record, Science, Forestry and Irrigation, and almost a complete set 
of Engineering News. A number of these were by gift. A list of some Impor- 
tant sets available in this dermrtment has been posted, numbering some thirty 
more or less complete files of valuable periodicals. An interesting gift was 
that by Professor Munroe, of George Washington University, which consisted 
of his rather large collection of trade catalogues. This was merged with that 
of the library. 

During the year four large cases were brought Into the assistant librarian's 
office, in which are shelved the more valuable books of this department and 
back numbers of periodicals much in demand. This makes of this room a very 
convenient annex to the department. 

An imiK)rtant part of the work of the year was to round out the collection 
and to build it up along the lines of greatest demand. On business subjects 
and decorative art and applied ornament many books were added. A number 
of portfolios of design, especially 11 volumes of Dekoratlve Vorbilder, 6 of 
Modeme Stll, and 3 of Keramic Studio, were bound. These are used a great 
deal and on occasion are loaned for home use. In this connection it might be 
mentioned that bound volumes of the Shorthand Writer and of the Phono- 
graphic World for a number of years back prepared for circulation have been 
very popular. In selecting for purchase, the reviews in the Engineering NewSi 
Engineering Digest, and other periodicals, as well as lists and bulletins pub- 
lished by other libraries, were our main reliance. Advice was freely sought 
from patrons also. The chief need now in the department is to keep it up-to- 
date by adding authoritative works as they are published and to develop tlie 
demand for them. A few minor subjects still seem to be covered inadequately, 
such as architectural draftiug, mining engineering, shipbuilding, and higher 
mathematics. 

To the trade catalogue collection were added 1,146 catalogues. The method 
of securing and taking care of this material may be of interest. When onr 
attenton is called, either by an advertisement or by inquiries on the part of the 
public, to some firm whose catalogues seem desirable, a form letter adapted 
to the nature of the firm's products is mailed asking them to send us their 
catalogues and bulletins. This is done by a stenographer. Her authority is 
a card furnished by the useful-arts department, headed with the name of the 
firm and its address and with instructions as to which form to use. When the 
catalogue Is received it is acknowledged on a special-gift form. It is then 8«it 
to this department with the original card. Subject headings are next assigned 
and the catalogues shelved In their alphabetical places on the shelves, while on 
the card are entered the headings chosen and the date of receipt. The card is 
then filed alphabetically into the firm index. • A list of subject headings with 
some cross references is also kept. 

An examination of the past inventory records showed that many of the books 
lost were of the so-called " pocket-book " type. To guard them better it was 
decided to keep them in a locked case and to hand them out only on application. 
This seems to have solved the problem. 

Our experience with a clipping index to periodical literature may be of 
Interest. We cut up and mounted on classified sheets the references to period- 
ical articles In the Engineering Magazine Index, Engineering Digest, and En- 
gineering-Contracting, combining thus 36 monthly indexes into one. The classi- 
fication adopted was essentially that used in the Engineering Index Annual 
This index was a help in looking up references, but it was found that the time 
spent in the clipping, arranging, pasting, and supervising was not Justified by 
the results, and so the work was discontinued after the year 1908 had been 
completed. 

A number of lists were distributed during the year. Two, one on electric 
railways and the other on wireless telegraphy and telephony, were famished 
by the McGraw Publishing Comiiany. Practically all the books mentioned 
were purchased by the library, and this fact was printed on the lists. Others 
were prepared by the department on " Popular science," " Dressmakinc'' 
"Electricity for boys," "Painting and varnishing," "Paper hanging and will 
decoration," and " Ornament and decorative design." This last has been mncb 
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used and has resulted in a decided increase in the use of the books noted. It 
was sent to teachers and students of applied design and to decorators and 
others engaged in arts and crafts and designing. 

The following plan of treating certain more or less ephemeral material, often 
Bent in response to requests for advertising literature, has been tried. The 
booklet is provided with ownership marks and is pocketed and labeled, but not 
accessioned, catalogued, or entered on shelf list It has, however, a classifi- 
cation number and a book number, Eph. 1, 2, 3, or, as the case may be, assigned 
to it and is then placed on open shelves. In this manner it is brought to the 
attention of borrowers, who, if they desire, can borrow it for home use. The 
plan, in so far as it has been tried, has worked well. It is used only in the 
case of material valuable, yet ** hardly worthy of all the pomp aud circum- 
stance of full cataloguing." 

In connection with the use of our portfolios of designs, we have begun loan- 
ing sheets of vitreloid for use in tracing. In makiug transfers of designs, 
t>ooks were damaged occasionally by using too much pressure on the tracing 
pencil. These sheets, which are of a perfectly transparent gelatin-like subh 
stance, are placed immediately on the design, under the tracing paper, thus 
protecting the surface from which the pattern is traced. 

It may be noted in passing that the work of this department has had favor- 
able comment in periodicals such as the American Architect Power, and the 
Bhiglneer, Machinery, and Chemical and Metallurgical Industry. 

As to plans for the future, I have but little to suggest The department as 
It Is now organized represents quite well my idea as to what such a depart- 
ment should be. Another year it would have been my aim to do better what 
lias been done and esjiecially to advertise the room and to make it known to 
those whom it seeks to serve. This could be done by making more lists on 
Q)ecial subjects and by sending them to people who might be interested. Ad- 
rertising the room in local papers in various ways, as by brief notices, or 
short lists, or by posting notices in factories might aid to make the room 
known. 

In bringing to a close the report of this work, which I have enjoyed so much, 
I can not refrain from expressing to the librarian my appreciation for his 
constant encouragement and interest in the work and to those who were 
associated with me in the department for their loyal and enthusiastic support 
It is with a great deal of regret that I see my connection with the useful-arts 
department severed. 

The following tables explain themselves : 



Attendance in useful arts room, July i, 1908, to June SO, 1909. 



Weekdays 

Sundays 

Total 

Week-day average 
Sunday average. . . 



1908. 



July. 



2,198 
166 



2,864 
84 
89 



August. 



2,804 
217 



Septem- 
ber. 



2,223 
227 



2,621 
88 
48 



2,460 
86 
66 



October. 



2,680 
260 



2,840 
96 
66 



Novem- 
ber. 



2.678 
879 



8,067 

107 

76 



Decem- 
ber. 



2,672 
804 



2,976 

102 

76 



Weekdays 

Bnndays , 

Total 

Week-day average 
SuiKUy average.. 



1909. 



Janu- 
ary. 



8,142 
884 



8.628 

120 

76 



Febru- 
ary. 



2,917 
864 



March. 



8,867 
890 



8,281 

121 

91 



8,767 

129 

97 



April. 



4,029 
249 



4,278 

166 

82 



May. 



8,628 
896 



8,924 

186 

78 



June. 



8,148 
271 



8,419 

121 

67 



Total. 



84,786 
8,607 



111 
79 



40 
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Comparison of circulation from useful arts department. 



R-u 

w 

z 

Total 



1907-8. 190ft-« 



7,722 
6,709 
3,900 



12,066 
8,806 
6,001 



Inc 



4, MS 
2,096 
1,101 



IS. 881 26,4711 8,140 

! I 
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childben's depabtment and wobk with schools. 



Miss Clara W. Herbert, children's librarian, reports as follows od 
that department and on the work with the schools : 

Statistics show an increase of 3,375 new borrowers and of 30.989 volumes in 
circulation. With this gain In number there has been a correspondingly heavy 
gain in personal work with the children and in reference work. The latter has 
been the special feature of the year and has required a large part of the time of 
the first assistant It has included' the making of lists in connection with 
school topics, the collecting of material for teachers, and the assisting of 
children with reference work during the after-school hours. So heavy is this 
work during the winter months that two people should be entirely free from 
desk work to answer questions and to assist in the selection of books. 

The children's room is distinctly well used. It is patronized by children who 
come long distances, many of whom have to walk. They must select carefully, 
for a wrong choice would necessitate another trip. There is thus little sliam 
reading. Moreover, the few neighborhood children who drop in aimlessly are 
caught by the ren ding- room atmosphere and settle quietly to rend. Nonflction 
Is used freely in connection with the school work or with early formed tastes in 
history, travel, or handicraft. In the last year the use of fiction has decreased 
almost 2 per cent, in spite of the fact that a larger number of the best children's 
stories, together with classic fiction, have been issued on the nonfiction cards, 
though counted as fiction. Scott, Dickens, Cooper, Stevenson, and Pyle average 
an almost continuous circulation. The problem of the older boy and girl has 
been satisfactorily met by the special collections for their use in the children's 
and open-shelf rooms. The basis of the collections are the classic novels inter 
esting to young people, augmented by lighter standard novels which serve as 
bait. 

The new tnnppteu lights and the fresh paint have added very much to the 
api>ea ranee of the room, which Is exceptionally attractive, save for the entrance. 
The dark hallways coming immediately after the sunlight on the white building 
and approach are most objectionable. Teachers report that children coming 
from distant schools have been seized with fear at the entrance and can not t>e 
encouraged to come again. A new entrance Is imperative, and could be secured 
by cutting In the first alcove. With the additional story hour and oflSce room, 
made possible by changes in the fall, the present office can be set aside for 
students doing reference work. The new office will afford a place for visiting 
classes, where Instruction In the use of catalogue and the more simple reference 
books can be given. With these improvements the children's quarters will be 
most satisfactory and should be adequate to the needs of the department for 
some time. 

But satisfying as the results of the year's work undoubtedly are, sins of 
omission weigh heavily on the children's librarlAn. Large opportunities lie 
open to us, but we are unable with the present staff to take advantage of them. 

The registration of 134 children from the suburbs during the last year is an 
indication of the hunger for books in these districts, and until the branches are 
established there is a crying need for extension work. A small beginning has 
been made by the use of withdrawn books for playgrounds and home librariei. 
but little can be undertaken in this line until the work nearer at hand is more 
adequately done. 

The work with schools needs much more time, not only for the dlstrlbutloo of 
the enlarged collection and for visits, but especially for preparation for the 
visits. The time allowed for library visiting out of the crowded school hours 
■hould be utilized to the best advantage. It should be used in accordance witib 
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a carefully thought-out plan following the growth of the pupil, starting in the 
lower gi'ades with the effort to incite nn interest in reading and in the best 
books, followed by the use of books as tools, and finally the use of the adult 
collection, with special regard to that of the technical department, during the 
critical period of the early years at high school. There is> also need of system- 
atic work with the night schools and more help for normal students. 

Though the room is being well and widely used, its use is practically confined 
to the children who are natural book lovers. It is not attracting or winning 
the boys and girls who do not care for reading. Efforts have been made with 
school children (see report of work with schools), but the city has many a 
working lad who is feeding his mind on the literature of the cigar stores. The 
new8pai)ers are full of court cases showing the results of such reading. The 
library should take more aggressive action to gain these street boys, to under- 
mine the Influence of lurid stories and the wrong conception of life they implant. 
To tempt to the clean, interesting book, to Incite to greater ambition through 
the resources of the useful arts collection, to stimulate an interest in heroic 
endeavor — such work lies ahead of the department. The plan for the reading 
room home for working boys, approved by the librarian last year, but postponed 
beciuise of inadequate staff, should be put in effect this winter. 

But for this work and the necessary activities of the department, which can 
not be disregarded, more help is needed. We should have at least three more 
strong assistants to do at all adequately the work which we should do as the 
only children's department of this region, namely, that of assisting the children 
in reference work and in the selection of books, of supplying information to 
consulting librarians and teachers, and of cooperating with schools, playgrounds, 
juvenile court, and the other agencies which seek to secure a chance to unfor- 
tunate children. 

The thanks of the department are due Mrs. Clarence Stewart and :Mrs. Giles 
Rafter for helpful talks given to the apprentice class on civic work for children, 
and to the late Miss Kate Thomas for conducting the libraries on two play- 
grounds during the summer of 1908. This volunteer service was done at no 
little cost of time, money, and strength and in the face of failing health, and 
affords an example of that spirit of social service which is the growing char- 
acteristic of the age. 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

The year has l)een a prosperous one in spite of the fact that the time devoted 
to this branch of the work has been curtailed by the growth in the children's 
room and the loss of an assistant especially in charge of work with schools. 

The school duplicate collection, increased to 1,000 volumes, shows the grati- 
fying circulation of 19,508. Teachers report that these books have been eagerly 
read and have been morally, as well as intellectually, stimulating to the chil- 
dren. In many cases they are read also by parents and other members of the 
family. 

The library has had the pleasure of visits from 5 groups of normal students 
and 12 groups of pupils from the graded schools. These visits afford the library 
an opportunity to express its welcome, and in the case of the normal students 
to show the resources of each department of especial interest to teachers. An 
increased and more facile use of the library has resulted. Of the 352 children 
who visited the library in classes, 101 were newly registered. School visiting 
has been continued by the children's librarian, who has visited 163 class rooms 
in 41 schools. 

Through school visiting and the school duplicate books, letters to night-school 
students, letters of invitation to children at the close of the school year, and 
notices placed in the child-labor office, effort has been made to bring the oppor- 
tunities offered by the library to the attention of the young people who are most 
In need of it. Special effort has been made to win the children who live in 
suburban places, cut off from the broadening influences of the city ; to the chil- 
dren in the city, who are subjected to its harsher conditions and whose ideals 
are colored by nickel novels and theaters; to the children who leave school 
before the eighth grade; and to the children who start to work with meager 
equipment 

A meeting of the school and library representatives in June was productive of 
invaluable suggestions for more effective cooperation. Throughout the work of 
the year every effort of the library has been met with the warmest sympathy 
and help from the teachers. The library greatly appreciates their enthusiasm 
and kindness. E2special thanks are due to Miss R, V, ^t^^ww, wc^^tnV^rtc ^\ 
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prlmBry Inetmctlon, to Mr. W. B. PntterBon, superrlsor of tbe foartb dlTlabm. 
and to the prlnclpnls of tbe Emery, Chevy ChaBe, aad Tenley Bcbools. 
The following tables explnln themselves: 

<7ftHiIren'« dcpartinent atatiatica, JvJy 1, 1908, to June SO, 1909. 

School duplicate circulation : 

Fiction 10,682 

Konflctlon 8,920 

Playtntiund circulation: 

Konflctlon 278 

Fiction 748 

Children's room circulation IIMOT 

Totnl Juvenile circulation 135.641 

Totnl Jiivealle registration 3,376 

Estimated attendance ISO, 028 

Sundiiy attendance 6,732 

Fine portals sent 1,666 

Applications ^nailed 2; 880 

Circulation b]f montht and chattel from July 1, 1B08, to June SO, 1S09. 



Seirteinber. October. 



Phnoi»phr.nd religion... 
Blognphy 

eoctal'iicleiiie 

Matnnl iiclence 

UwldlHrto 

Recrealliin* ■nd Bne aru .. 

Uletature 

Tfrlwliadi 

Total — 

Avenve dall/ d 



Wogmphj- 

HlntoryaiKl trmvel... 
eoclBlvLence. 



' Much. April. Ha;. 



ia,iM 

l,SST 



School duplicate drcvHtiim, October, 1908, to June, 1909. 
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Circulation according to class and distribution. 





1906. 


1909. 


t 

Total. 




October. 


Decem- 
ber. 


Febru- 
ary. 

134 

319 

893 

16 

143 

61 

81 

653 

2,706 


April. 


PhOosophy and reliirion 


167 

424 

1,142 

85 

186 

81 

64 

466 

2,737 


103 

201 

669 

17 

U3 

67 

60 

473 

2,037 


209 

386 

817 

6 

286 

46 

73 

3,102 


618 


Biography 


1,330 


Blufory and travel . 


8.621 


Social science 


V, (MM 

72 


Natural science 


677 


Uaeful arts 


255 


R^rpAtive and fine arts. ... . 


268 


Literature 


2,190 
10,682 


Fiction 






Total 


5,302 


3,730 


4,905 


5,671 


19,508 






School duplicate books lost : 

Lost and paid for 










Volumes. 
5 


Through contagious disease 










7 


Unaccounted for „ 










18 














Total . 


80 



PICTURE COLLECTION AND EXHIBITIONS. 

Miss Frances Moore is in charge of the picture collection and ar- 
ranges the exhibitions held at the library. She reports as follows: 

The steady increase in the monthly circulation of pictures throughout the year 
has proved that the success of this venture of the library is due not to a rush 
for something new and different, but to the fact that the patrons of the library 
In general and the school-teachers in particular have found It of practical value. 
Ck>niparlson of circulation figures for three years, 1,633 mounts In 1906-7, 17,101 
mounts in 1907-8, and 42,S40 mounts in 1908-9, will give an idea of the increased 
demand for pictures. The work with the study clubs and art classes, as shown 
by 5,655 fine arts mounts (nearly equal to one-third of the entire circulation 
of 1007-8), has been gratifying. 

The large circulation has made some changes in system necessary. Reserve 
blanks with space for the name, subject, and date desired have been multi- 
graphed and distributed among the teachers. Teachers in planning work ahead 
may fill out several of these slips and send them to the library, so that the 
pictures may be ready when they are needed. It often happens that the set 
required is out when requested, but one of these slips insures reservation at the 
earliest possible time. When filled out, the slips are filed under the date de- 
sired and are looked up each day. Postal notices are sent when the pictures are 
ready. 

Framed pictures have been sent out this year and have been much in demand. 
About 40 new sets illustrating the industries studied In the schools have been 
prepared. Two hundred and eighty-seven Hanfstangel photographs of great 
paintings have been purchased. 

With the increased circulation and the clipping of current magazines, it was 
found impossible to work on the old magazines that have been accumulating 
since the collection was started. In April a moming*s work of the entire 
apprentice class proved such a success that plans were made for getting this 
old material out of the way. Miss Coding, principal of the Normal School, con- 
sented to allow her classes to come to the library for this work. During April 
and May we had from these classes the equivalent to the full time of one assist- 
ant for seventeen days, and the students, on their own account, learned much 
about the resources of the library and became personally known to members of 
the staff. The collection was increased by several thousand pictures. 

In October, 1908, four schools were visited, and as a direct result 209 pictures 
were sent out to teachers who had never used the collection b^ore. School 
Tlsiting had to be discontinued, however, because the assistant was needed at 
the library. 

The work with the pictures should occupy the entire time of one assistant 
Preparing the sets for circulation and filing returned pictures requires a numSMat 
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of hours each duy. Beside the circulation, there is the clipping and filing of 
new material, new clnsHlfication and arranji^mont as the collection grows, and 
the bulletins and exhibits, all of which belong with this work. Picture work 
requires a careful attention to detail. School visiting is very important. We 
want teachers to know that by sending to the library they can obtain illastrt- 
tlons of the work in hnnd. For example, a child studying lumbering will gtln 
more of an Idea of the subject from a few ijictures of the felling of treeii tbe 
rafts of logs, the flume, the lumber Jack, and the c-imp than could be tnngbt him 
by hours of oral descrlritlon or of rending from a text-book. The transportatloti 
set shows the develoiunent of travel from stagecoach and posting days to tin 
modern locomotive and motor car, ns well as the Jinrikishu of Japan, the 
bullocks of India, slodges of Russia, the dogs of Holland, and the reindeer of 
the North. The chivalry set illustnites the crusaders, knights In armor, and 
the castles and weapons of the middle ages. And so throughout the divialonaof 
geography, history, fine arts, i)ortrait8, and the miscellaneous group, which In- 
cludes the subjects taught in schools as well as material for newspapers and 
illustrators. 

EXHIBITIONS. 



It has been the custom for several years to place exhibitions of pictures 
subjects of iK)pular inton'st in the cases on the set^oud floor. An exhibit of rare 
and beautiful book plates, the itroperty of Mr. John B. Lamer, a trustee of the 
library, attracted many visitors and was the most Interesting exhibit of the 
year. In December a set on American sculpture, apropos of the Saint Gandewi 
memorial exliiblt at the Corcoran Galh»ry, was shown. 

The course of lectures given under the auspices of the National Society of 
Flue Arts was illustrated by photograiihs loaned by the Library of GongreH 
and from our own jjicture collection. In June a colle<*tion of views of Engliab 
cathedrals was put up. 

The bird arriv;il bulletins furnished by the Pilological Survey of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and illustrated by mounts from the picture collection hnve 
been as poinilar as ever. In addition to the usual material we were furnished 
with lists of l)irds seen on the Audulxm Society trii)S. The most iKipular bulle- 
tin of the year was one on butterflies. Two teachers brought their clasaefl to 
the library to s(»o it. A series of pictures on Seattle proved attractive. 



Hii'turc circulation, by months and classes, 1908-9. 



Month. 



KiiH' 
Arts. 



Soptfmber Ml 

0('t«jlM?r I 210 

NovonibiT l,(iyo 

lU'c-ornb'fr 2'*t} 

Jrtniiary j 3«s 

Krhnmrv ' ^1H 

MnrcJi Wl 

April 6^^^ 

M:tv ft2» 

Ju:Ii' 1 74J 

Total I f),r).Vi 

I 



F*(»r- (Jeojf- : 
traits, raphy. ■ 



i:« 
•JS7 

i:U) 
141 
Si4 



1. 

1, 

1. 
1, 

1. 
1, 



I 

241 

4 Hi ! 
4:;0 ■ 
SOI ■ 

2:^) 

14.-) 

ri2i 

'I'.W 



.-.I 



His- 
tory. 



21 
■My.\ 
7(nj 

48X 
497 
374 
*ln 
ST'* 
301 
421 



■::: I 



tV2*.) 



3. aft? I ll..S«Jh ; 3.981 i .'..Oil 




UnitfdTnittKl 

States ; Slntfs 

^'eojj- bis- 

rophy. ; tory. 



131 
415 
:K»5 
2ft7 
7:i9 
710 
rtC>7 

772 



nElH)SIT STATIONS. 



Tlie (lopo.sit .sintions have during the past jear been under the 
supervision of the chief of the circulation department. Miss Finney 
reports as follows on them : 

The stations show an iuerease in work and activities <M>r responding wftt 
the central library, the increas*? for the year ixMUir 5,023. Noel House, closed 
several months, reoi)enetl in January. Friendship House (formerly Rochefort 
House) will reopen July 1. One new enterprise, known as the ''Evening Star 
book center,*' has been in opera tirm two months. This station is for ofllce bofi 
of the Evening Star. 
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VlBits have been made and instmctlon given where new librarians have taken 
charge of the work. The arrangement and condition of the books is worthy of 
commendation. The condition of the books was found to be good, cleaner, and 
showing less wear than the books in the central library, even with equal circula- 
tion. The Inventory of each station was taken by library assistants; compara- 
tively few books were found to be missing. 

Social Settlement's field will be enlarged with their occupancy of a new 
building, the room given for the library being larger and more attractive. 
This branch should be encouraged whenever possible by new additions. 

The friendly competition between Rosedale station and Noel House resulted 
in a large increase for Rosedale station. Noel House expects to come up to their 
former standard by fall. 

Lists have been prepared on special topics for several stations Noel House 
has listed their books by grades, these lists to be posted in the neighboring 
schools this foil. 

Two stations availed themselves of the offer of assistance from the apprentice 
class, and have expressed the desire to have this made a part of the regular 
work of the class. 

All new books purchased the past year have been placed in one collection, 
comprising about 400 books. These books are divided in lots of CO to 60 and 
sent as traveling libraries to the different stations to remain until a given sta- 
tion requests their removal and another allotment sent. As several stations 
have requested the first collection to remain until ftill, no rotation will be at- 
tempted until that time. 

The number of books rebound was 318. Books returned to main library as 
not being read, 296. 

The following table gives the circulation and increase : 

Circulation of deposit stations. 



stations. 


Adalt 


Juyenile. 


Total. 


Gain. 


Urn. 


Houn 


1907-8. 


1908-9. 


1907-8. 


1908-9. 


1907-8. 


1908-9. 


open. 


Neighborhood Houne 

Oeonretown Ktation 

Social Settlement 


927 
861 
844 

874 

468 

2,274 

4,009 


729 
562 
586 

497 
1.244 
2,988 

8.122 

88 


1,430 
1,585 
1,884 

2.296 
1,412 
8,508 


1.252 
1,018 
2,099 

1,047 
4,754 
8.682 


2.857 
2.446 
2,228 

3.170 
1,875 
5.782 

4,009 


1,981 
1,575 
2,685 

l.f4i 
5,998 
6,565 

8.122 

88 


'"457* 

'*4,'i23" 
783 

4,113 


876 
871 

1,626 


78 
885 


Noel Hou8e (open six 
months) 


146 


Rosedale station 


146« 
2584 

•808 


Recreation Center No. 1 ... . 
Young Men's Christian 
AMOciation 


Evening Star Book Center 
(open two months) 
























Total 


9,830 


14,706 


12,780 


18,508 


22,580 


28,508 


9.476 


1,878 
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE STATION. 



Miss Emily A. Spilman, volunteer librarian, reports as follows on 
the Neighborhood House station : 

During the year 85 new readers registered at Neighl)orliood House station 
and 1,981 books were issued. The registration was 50 and the circulation 376 
less than the previous year. The reason for the decrease in circulation is hard 
to trace, but may be in some measure due to the transfer of many of our readers 
to the central library. These transfers are made for various reasons. The older 
girls and hojB have worlc which malces the use of the main library easier, and 
they appreciate the larger choice of reading afforded and the ability to draw 
books at any time convenient to themselves. Many people move out of the 
neighborhood and leave their cards at the station, allowing them to expire by 
time limitation. 

The use of the reading rooms has been greater than ever before. Since early 
In the winter until the end of June we have had the use on Monday eveningi 
of a large room as a reading room for oar smaller chUdi^n. TV)\s^ T^M\&k. ^^a^ 
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supervised by Miss Dorotliea Sherman, assisted by her sister. Miss Sherman 
did splendid worl^ with the children, rending nioud, telling stories, and keeping 
them interested, awakening in them a real desire for good l>ooks. 

The safeguarding of the shelves was completed in the late summer and the 
new books were unpacked and arranged. The library has now a businesslilce 
as well as an attractive appearance. In the spring one of the small travelhig 
llbrnrlcs was lent us, and proved a most acceptable addition to our collection. 

The library quarters will be tenipornrily shifted during the summer, on ac- 
court of alterations to " Barney Neighborhood Club House," at 4CS N Street SW, 
Mrs. Barney has bought and presented to the settlement the house 470 N street 
SW. It will be used as an extension of the present clubhouse. When the 
partitions between the two houses have been removed, the library will have even 
better quarters than at present, with an additional large room which can be 
used as a reading room. 

Much interest has been shown In the library by one of the neighborhood 
boys, Joe Van Fleet. He has learned to charge and discharge the l>ooks, and is 
always on hand to unlock and remove the covers to the shelves, shelves the 
books, and is most heli>ful to the librarian. 

The attendance on Saturday afternoons has been so very small that during 
April, May, and June the attempt to keep open was abandoned. This was two 
months earlier than the usual closing on Saturdays. 

Thanks are due to ail those who have helped so faithfully In the work of 
this station, especially Mr. C. A. Flagg. Miss Dorothea and Miss Caroline 
Sherman ; also to the residents of Neighborhood House, who have been always 
willing to cooperate In any and every way. 

NOEL HOUSE STATION. 

The Noel House station was formerly located at 1245 H street NE. 
With the closin<2: of the settlement the station was discontinued. Mr. 
Edward S. Gilfillan, head worker of the settlement and volunteer 
librarian, on request, has made a report and explanation of the pres- 
ent location of the settlement and library station. The opinions 
expressed are of course entirely those of Mr. Gilfillan. The report 
follows : 

After being closed from March, 1908, to January, 1009, the Noel House station 
of the Public Library was opened ngain at 1037 Uosedale street NE. In March 
it was moved to its present quarters, at 1GG3 Kramer street NE. At first the 
circulation was small, but soon it gathered headway, running up to 435 in 
March. The books tnken out are for the most part juvenile fiction, though there 
is a large sprinkling of nonfiction and adult books that are circulated. 

Althotigh the present location of the Noel House station is very close to that 
of the Rosedale station, there is need for both in the neighborhood, since as the 
Rosodale mlFslon is a strictly religious center and there are Catholic and Jewish 
children, as well as children of some denominations whose parents do not allow 
them to draw books from the mission library. It seems to us that a branch of the 
Public Library, which is intended for all classes, should be upon neutral ground, 
where all may come. We hope for a branch library building some time for the 
northeast, but in the meantime Noel House, as a social center, which cooperates 
with all churches, seems to us an appropriate place. 

GEORGETOWN STATION. 

Miss Mary D. Wightman, volunteer librarian, reports as follows on 
the Georgetown station: 

Georgetown station has now been in operation about four years In the Boys' 
Club room at Twenty-eighth and M streets NW., with results most gmtifying to 
those In charge and others Interested In this work of supplying books in t 
thickly settled district remote from the central library. 

The need of such a station is great and the advantages to the borrowers can 
hardly be estimated. The station is popular and so well patronized that it is 
thought that, with better facilities and more books, it could l>e enlarged and tlie 
work extended into a field of great usefulness. 
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A visitor to this station on the occasion of its weekly opening would undoubt- 
edly conclude that it is largely patronized by children, and very young children 
at that. In a sense, this is true; but these children, many of whom are advan- 
cing step by step from picture boolcs to fairy tales and then to nature stories 
and geographical readers, are commissioned by family and friends to take home 

a book my father would like," " a book about the sea, for my brother," or 

something a girl of IS would like." In this way many parents have become 
interested and now come with the children and take pleasure in examining the 
books. There are children who regularly carry two books a week, back and 
forth, for ** the old lady who lives next door to us." A little girl takes German 
books to a grandmother unable to read English, and so on. These instances 
are mentioned merely to show the needs and use of this station, where. In a 
measure. It Is attempted to guide the reading of the children who need much 
assistance In selecting their books. 

During the past winter the new books loaned by the Public Library have been 
in great demand and greatly appreciated. A loan for the coming winter is 
desired of classed books, well written, attractive, and selected with a view to 
the si)eclal needs of this station. Such books are In greater demand than fiction, 
esijeclally among boys. 

With the exception of the summer closing for two months, the station has 
been oi)en every week during the past year. In conducting the station I have 
been assisted by Miss Alice Lerch. 

COLORED SOCIAL SETTLEMENT STATION. 

Mr. Thomas Hungerford, volunteer librarian of the Colored Social 
Settlement station, reports as follows: 

Entering upon Its third year, I beg leave to state that the settlement library 
is still flourishing. A noticeable feature is the increase of the adult circulation. 
Most of the children's books have been reread several times, causing a demand 
for more new ones. As we have now moved into our new building, we hoi>e for 
further Increase In our circulation as soon as the schools open In September. 

We have with us Mr. Arthur Turner, of Howard University, as one of our 
assistants. He Intends to cooperate with the school-teachers In the southwest 
section of the city. The circulation usually drops off slightly during the school 
\acatlon. I would suggest that such books as Cox's Brownies and Longman's 
Fairy Stories be given for the children. 

BOSEDALE STATION. 

Miss Katharine M. Johnson, volunteer librarian of the Rosedale 
station, reports as follows: 

Within the last six months Rosedale station has circulated 4,785 books—over 
four times the number, 1.103. of the preceding half year. 

This sudden jump In circulation was due to several causes. It had been felt 
for some time that the station was not realizing Its possibilities; that, as was 
stated In a previous reiK)rt, "only the fringe of the neighborhood need" was 
being reached, and that we were capable of more fully meeting It. 

Last summer the librarian of the station, with the assistance of Miss Her- 
bert, children's librarian, prepared a graded catalogue of the books then on the 
shelves. This was prhited late In the fall, much of the work being done on the 
mission press, and was distributed as quickly as possible, involving numerous 
visits to the public schools and many homes of the neighborhood. The visiting 
was done by Miss Worthington, deaconess In charge of the settlement, who has 
from time to time had further notices of the station printed and circulated. 

About the same time a Tuesday afternoon opening, Inmiediately following the 
public-school session, was added to the calendar of library hours. This iierlod 
was in Miss Worthington's charge, assisted by the apprentice class of the main 
library. It soon proved popular, aud many of our largest circulations are those 
of Tuesday afternoons. During the year, also, the shelving room was somewhat 
increased, and a hundred or more new books have been added. 

Up to the time of writing, the summer drop in circulation has been less than 
we expected. In June 050 books were circulated and numbers of new applica- 
tions are coming in. 
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The work of the last year, especially the last six moDths, has been a real 
pleasure to the workers of this station. Two sources of this pleasure, meo- 
tioned in previous reports continue to be especially gratifying. These are the 
extent to which the station is able to supplement the public-school work, and 
the standard of adult circulation. We expect the average child at Rosedale to 
read what the average child at the main library reads, but it interests us to 
know that the older people are reading Stevenson, Scott, Mr& Deland, Kipliag. 
and Van Dyke, along with Onan Doyle, the Castles, Anthony Hope, and similar 
authors. Special requests for books on electricity, plumbing, older histories and 
biographies than the juvenile collection affords come, also, from some of oar 
adult readers 

These special requests are one phase of the most pressing problem we have 
to meet. It is not a new problem, nor one, we believe, peculiar to this station, 
but it grows more urgent. Our 700 volumes are divided among readers of all 
ages and it takes a shorter time than one would suppose for a book-loving child 
or adult to read the selection suitable to his years. Yet we do not wish to 
exchange our books. Many of them are standards and are needed for the new 
applicants who are coming with almost every opening. It is oar hope this 
year better to meet this need of variety, to be able so to avail ourselves of the 
traveling libraries and other resources of the main library that each week there 
may be a few new books for the constant readers and a few special books fbr 
the readers with a hobby. 

We are specially indebted this year to the main library for the assistance 
rendered by the apprentice class, to the members of the apprentice class them- 
selves, and to Miss Rose Vickers, of the Public Library staff, who is at present 
helping with two of our weekly openings. 

RECREATION CENTER NO. 1. 

Miss Margaret J. Elgin, who has been enijployed by the Washing- 
ton Playground Association as librarian of the Recreation Center 
No. 1, reports as follows: 

Recreation Center No. 1 has been open to the public every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 8.30 p. m., and every Saturday afternoon from 3.30 to 6.30. 
The library Is very pleasantly located In the library of the Western Hi0i 
School. 

The interest in the station has very greatly increased during the year just 
closed, and the number of adult readers was very much greater than in previoos 
years. The impression first made that the library was only for children hat 
entirely vanished. 

The teachers and students in the section of the city in which the station is 
located have expressed themselves as being very much benefited and well 8atlt> 
fled with the books obtained from Recreation Center. 

The number of registrations during the year was 123. The average monthlj 
circulation is nearly 600 volumes. During the winter the circulation Is usuallj 
much larger tban in the summer. The demand for nonflction, especially bi- 
ography and travel, has been very large; books on inventions, electricity, and 
other useful arts are also very much in demand. 

The books given by the Boys' Club were transferred to Noel House station 
when that station was reopened this winter. 

The need for books was greatly heli)ed by the traveling library, and the de- 
mand for late fiction Is met by borrowing books for a short time from the cen- 
tral lil)rjiry. Tho 10-h<»i.U luivilej^e was jrrantod t<> the teachers who wanted 
it, as far as it was possible to do so. 

Some books In foreign languages were also borrowed from the main library 
and circulated from the stations as patrons desired them. There has never 
been a demand for trashy fiction except In a very few cases. The demands for 
" a good book for my father " have been numerous. 

The people seem to keep in touch with the late books, and very often th^ are 
asked for before they are obtained at the central library. 

The number of volumes belonging to Recreation Center are about 600. Tbe 
traveling library contained about 50 books. The high school reference books 
were available for reference use during the hours the station was open. 

I am very sorry to have to slate that bej?lunlng with July 1 Recreatioo 

Center will be closed for the summer and perhaps longer, owing to lack of 

funds and because of repairs. The patrons have expressed much regret that 

the station is to be closed, and have asked that anything the central library 

can do to have it opened again \n the fall may be done. 
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Those in charge of the library are Misses Elgin and Ramsburg, assisted 
fipom time to time by Miss Bane, of the central library, and daring the winter 
months by the apprentices from the central library. 

YOUNG men's christian ASSOCIATION STATION. 

Mr. Ralph McN. Dunbar, who is employed bv the Young Men's 
Christian Association as librarian, reports as follows on the Young 
Men's Christian Association station : 

On June 30 the Young Men*8 Christian Association station completed Its 
second year of service, which has been successful in many ways. Although 
the station is in a locality where other diversions are numerous, and where the 
demand is particularly select and discriminating, the records indicate a total 
increase of 5,000 volumes in circulation over the previous year. Considering 
the monthly circulation (as the station was in operation only nine months in 
1907-8), the gain was 56 per cent Other parts of the work show a similar 
Increase, as may be noted ftom the statistics for the year : 

Circulation (adult) : 

Fiction 5,729 

Nonaction 2,603 

Reading-room use 1,556 

Total use 9, 888 

Registrations ., 295 

Cards transferred (estimated) J 100 

Number hours open 1,7571 

Money collected : 

Fines $62. 09 

Duplicate collection 26; 70 

Reserves . 68 

Lost cards . 70 

Lost books 5. 60 

Total 95. 77 

Three improvements in the operation of the station contributed materially to 
the increase — the change of Uie working schedule, the extensive advertising; 
and the addition of new shelves. 

During the first year, although the station was opened regularly every day, 
the schedule differed on alternate days, resulting in much confusion. This year 
it was deemed advisable to establish a uniform schedule — 4.30 to 10 p. m. every 
week day. The results fully Justified the change, notwithstanding the loss of a 
number of morning patrons. 

By way of publicity, considerable space was given the station in the " Cam- 
paign Book," the annual publication of the Young Men's Christian Association. 
The general features and other Important data concerning the service of the 
station were fully described. Then again, numerous announcements of various 
books in possession of the station were published from time to time in Men of 
Washington, the weekly publication of the Young Men's Christian Association. 
In this way, and also through the local newspapers, the attention of many {Ar- 
sons was called to the station. 

Furthermore, the open shelves Installed late In the fall enlarged the facilitica 
and general appearance of the station to no small degree. In this way most 
of the books in the collection could be displayed to the public and at the same 
time kept safely under lock while the library was closed. These shelves were 
procured through the contributions of Hon. Charles H. Treat, Treasurer of the 
United States, the Monday Evening CHub, and others. 

A natural result of these improvements was an increase in the number of 
patrons, with a corresponding increase in the difficulty of supplying suitable 
books. During the summer of 1908 some of the deficiencies, or weak spots, in 
the nonflction had been strengthened by such books as could be spared from 
the main library, but the fiction remained practically the same as at the estab- 
lishment of the station in WOT. This condition cl\ecked the station's growth 
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greatly ; the borrowers had either read all the fiction on the shelveB or it did 
not prove attractive to them. The crisis was met in a small degree by the 
acquisition of some '*pay copies " as an experiment 

This departure succeeded from the first, and in the nine months the amoimt 
received from a total of 26 boolcs was $26.70. These boolcs circulated con- 
stantly, and for some of the more popular ones as high as 10 reserves were 
waiting at a time. During the past year the average number of "duplicate 
copies ** circulating was about 12. From a careful consideration of the demand, 
20 would be a conservative estimate for the coming year. 

As a part of the general policy, the worlc of building np a reference library 
was continued. As far as possible, such boolis as would go to form the nucleus 
for a reference collection were withdrawn from circulation. Considerable help 
was received from outside sources in this direction. The statistics for this 
field of the work show a total use of 1,556. 

The messenger service with the main library, inaugurated last year, was 
continued this year, but in some ways was decidedly unsatisfactory. First of 
all, it was not capable of coping with the demand ; the means of transportation 
was insufllcient. Then, too, the service was decidely irregular, as the messenger 
had to be taken from his regular work at the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion. In spite of all the obstacles, the service proved very useful, putting at 
the disposal of the station many books which, under the conditions, it would 
have been impossible to keep permanently. In ordering the books, use was 
made of the Monthly Bulletin, a complete file of several years back being kept 
A motor cycle, together with more frequent service, would accomplish excelloit 
results. 

Developments of the i)ast year have brought a new fact to light — there is a 
growing demand for Juvenile literature. The need of fJiis is very apparent 
There is no place where children can secure books without going to the main 
library, a distance of a mile and a half. Although at the establishment of the 
station it was not intended that Juvenile books should be provided, arrangements 
could be made to conduct this feature without undue interference to the adult 
borrowers. It is proposed to open the library earlier on certain days. The 
reiailatlons can bo arranged with the Young Men's Christian Association otBcials, 
and if the main library sees fit to take favorable action, the new arrangement 
can be commenced in the fall. 

As a final suggestion for the improvement of the station during the coming 
year, the " fiction problem " should be mentioned. While the patrons are well 
educated and demand the highest grade of nonflction, it is necessary to hare 
attractive fiction for them. The supply of nonfiction is sufllcient at present, for 
It is strengthened by messenger service, but the fiction is wholly inadequate. 
In order to make this station a source of real benefit and pleasure to the com- 
munity, it is necessary to infuse new blood into the collection. The Increase in 
the past and the promise of greater development in the future should warrant 
a supply of new fiction, or at least an exchange for material which would be 
new for the patrons. With this obtained, with the messenger service more 
regular and etficient, and with the accommodation of the Juvenile demand, there 
is no reason why the Young Men's Christian Association station should not 
show a large increase in 1909-10. 

LECTURE HALL AND STUDY ROOM USE. 

The following is a record in detail of the various or^nizations 
using the lecture hall, speakers, subjects, and attendance at meetings, 
so far as such records were kept : 



Date. 



1906. 
Oct 20 

Oct. 27 
Nov. 10 



OrganlEation. 



Ansoclation of American 

Government Accountantfi. 

....do 

....do 



Lecturer. 



Hon. Alonso Twee- 
dale, auditor, D. C. 

George P. Dyer, pay- 
master, U. 8. Navy. 

James B. Adams, 
Forest Service. 



Subject. 



Accounting system of the 
District of Columbia. 

Purchase of suppliea for 
United States battle ship 
cruise around the world. 

Property accoontinf ......... 



Attend- 
ance. 







l-lfj 




p| B 


1^ 




UHH 


\ ^^^B ''C3 


^^1 
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Date. 



Organlffttion. 



1906. 
>v. 18 



yv, 94 

>Y. 25 
iC. 8 
yc. 9 
)C. 12 
)C. 18 

1909. 

n. 6 

n. 13 

n. 14 

n. 26 

n. 28 

»b. 9 

tb. 11 

;b. 19 

!b. 22 
»b. 23 

sb. 25 

u*. 9 
u-. 10 
U". 11 
ir. 17 

IT. 19 

IT. 26 

LT. 80 

»r. 6 

•r. 14 

.r. 15 

>r. 28 

»T. 26 

ly 3 

ij 21 

iy 22 

iy 27 
iy 28 

neU 



District of Ck>lumbiA Li- 
brary AaMMdation (chil- 
dren's room). 

Association of American 
Qoremmen t Accoontants. 



Association of Oldest In- 
habitants. 

Association of American 
Government Accountants. 

District of Columbia li- 
brary Association. 

Equal Suffrage Association . . 

Woman's National Press 
Association. 

Association of Oldest In- 
habitants. 

District of Columbia Li- 
brary Association. 

Association of American 
Government Accountants. 

National Society of Fine 
Arts. 

Association of American 
Government Accountants. 

National Society of Fine 
Arts. 

Association of American 
Government Accoun tan ts. 

District of Columbia Li- 
brary Association. 

Exceliiior Literary Club 

National Society of Fine 
Arts. 

Association of American 
QovemmentAcoountants. 



Lecturer. 



National Society of Fine 
ArU. 

District of Columbia Fed- 
eration of Women's Clubs. 

Association of American 
Government Accountants. 

District of Columbia Li- 
brary Association (chil- 
dreu'sroom). 

International Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders. 

League of American Pen 
Women. 

National Society of Fine 
Arts. 

Washington High School 
Teachers' Association .a 

District of Columbia Li- 
brary Association (chil- 
dren's room). 

Association of Oldest In- 
habitants. 

Wa.<ihington High School 
Teachers' Association .a 

League of American Pen 
Women. 

California State Association . 

United States Civil-Service 
Retirement Association. 



Audubon Society, District 

of Columbia.^ 
Association of American 

Government A ccountonts. 
League of American Pen 

Women. 
Washington High School 

Teachers' Association.a 



Peter Frank and 
M. N. Smull. 

Hon. Herman Metz, 
controller of New 
York. 

B.H. Warner 



B. F. Harrah, Treas- 
ury Department. 
W. L. Post 



Miss Janet Richards. . 
John H. Finney 



W. H. H. Smith. 
W. £. Safford.... 
George A. King . 
Albert Kelsey... 
L. H. Mattingly . 



Miss Anna Seaton 

Schmidt. 
CM. Smith and G.C. 

Owens. 
Austin B. Keep 



Miss Leila Mechlin. . . 
Hon. John G. Capers. . 

Prof. Mitchell Carroll. 



Subject. 



Binding methods. 



Reorganization of accounts 
ana methods of transacting 
municipal business in New 
York City. 

Foreign travel 



Vouchers, their essentials, 
form, and preparation. 

Distribution of public docu- 
ments. 

English suffragette move- 
ment. 

Forest conservation 



Our navy 

Library of R. L. Stevenson... 

An attorney's view of govern- 
ment contracts. 
Convincing architecture 



Public accountant and gov- 
ernment accounting. 

France; her people and her 
art. 

Adding machine; its use in 
accounting. 

Colonial libraries of New 
York. 



American painters, 



Collection of international 
revenue and accounting 
therefor. 

Greek legends in archaeology. 



Paymaster C. Conard, 

U. S. Navy. 
Thorvald Solbeig .... 



Miss Marbery and 

others. 
Mrs. M. L. O'Dono- 

ghue. 
George O. Totten, jr.. 



Dean William A. Wil- 
bur. 



W. F. Downey, 



Mrs. Withee. 



Mrs. M. L. O'Dono- 

ghue. 
Various Senators 



Henry Oldys 



Jamet R. Ewing. 



Civic problems 

Naval accounting.. 
New copyright law. 



Attend- 
ance. 



68 
165 

287 
41 
85 

128 
67 

419 
85 
46 

172 
78 

240 

89 

48 

214 
192 

26 

240 
88 



Welfare work of Civic Feder- 
ation. 

Spanish missions of Califor- 
nia. 

Architectural Vienna and 
Constantinople. 



Lyric influences in the poets' 
comer of the Librsiry of 
Congress. 

Good citizenship 



Around the world 

Longfellow, the poet. 



Retirement of classifled em- 
ployees in the service of 
the United States Govern- 
ment. 

Bird talk 



Annual meeting; reorganiza- 
tion. 
Legends of the Atlantic 



86 

580 

168 

278 

54 

81 

165 
68 
158 
288 
121 

82 
58 
86 



a Afternoon. 



» Morning. 
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STUDY BOOM USE. 

The following is a list of organizations meeting in one of the stady 
rooms, with nmnber of meetings held: 

Nnmberol 
meetlnp. 

Doctor Myers's class In history of education 34 

Civic Center of Washington 7 

League of American Pen Women 8 

Twentieth Century Club — history section 16 

Columbia Heights Art Club 2 

Woman's National Press Association 8 

Seymour Club 1 

Legion of Loyal Women S 

Short Story Club 1 

Woman's Auxiliary of the District of Columbia Retail Druggists' Asao- 

elation 1 

Total 81 

ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE REGORD. 

The record of attendance on typical days was not begun until No- 
vember, 1908. By using record kept since July 1, 1909, approximate 
figures for the entire year may be arrived at. The following table 
gives recorded attendances and estimates from them : 



Month. 



1908. 



July a 

Augusto 

September & 

October e 

November 7— Saturday . 
November 10— Tuesday 
November 30— Monday . 
December 12— Saturday 



1909. 



January 19— Tuesday 

Febniarv 8— Wednesday 

March 12— Friday 

April 16— Friday 

May 11— Tuesday 

May 24— Monday 

June 8— Tuesdiy 

June 14— Tuesday (rainy) 

June 24— Thursday (very hot) 



Recorded. 



Total 
Average... 



8.667 
2,9ttS 
8.8H7 
4,221 



2,271 
8,215 
2,854 
2,800 
2.778 
8.176 
1,811 
2,523 
1.900 



BitillUted 
avenfe. 



1 



^5 
i,»a 

2,977 
i21 



2,871 
3,215 
2,854 

2,800 

2,977 
2,077 



86.996 
2,846 



82,091 
2,174 



• Ayerages from two hot days in July, 1009 (one rainy), having attendances of 1,691 tad 
2 291. 

* • Arbitrary estimate, probably too low. 

• Estimate taken from May, 1909. 



The library was open 310 week days and on 52 Sundays, a total of 
362 days, and closed on 3 holidays. 

804 week days, at 2,674 812. 8M 

6 holidays, estimated at 1,800 10,800 

52 Sundays, recorded attendance 21,920 

Total estimated attendance 848b<nfi 
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The foregoing figures seem to be fair averages. If it is pointed 
out that attendance on a Saturday is taken as the tjrpicaj one for 
December, it should also be noted that for several months attendances 
on midweek days are taken as tjrpical and all are averaged before 
making the computation. 

BOOK-ORDER DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Emma Hance, chief of the order department, reports as fol- 
lows on that work : 

On June 30, 1908, the net strength of the library was 103,194 yolumes. 
During the fiscal year 190S-9, 10,127 volumes were added and 4,957 with- 
drawn, making the net strength of the collection of June 30, 1909, 114,364 yol- 
umes. Of the total number of books added, 12,304 were purchases, 3,526 were 
gifts, and 297 were serials bound. The total amount expended for books was 
$12,384.12, from the following funds: Ck)ngressional appropriation, |7.500; 
desk fund, $4,719.45; donation fund (including $17.15 from Woman's Anthro- 
pological Society fund), $164.67. Seven hundred and thirty-eight yolumes were 
added to the duplicate collection at a cost of $749.15. 

During the year 493 new books of fiction were received on approval and re- 
Tlewed. Of this number, 254 were accepted and 239 rejected. 

Before December, 1908, the work Incidental to the withdrawal of books was 
done entirely by the order department At that time it was transferred (with 
the exception of the entries In the accession record) to the catalogue depart- 
ment, where it seemed more properly to belong. 

Besides trying to keep abreast of the current demands of the main library 
and adding to the traveling libraries and school duplicate collections, substan- 
tial additions have been made In the past year to the library's -collections of 
Italian, German, and French literature. The library has continued to boy 
the books supplied by publishers In special library bindings; a large number 
of books in editions bound from the original sheets has also been added« 

Library users have continued to avail themselves of the privilege of leaving 
recommendations for the purchase of books, and ** always out " slips for 
books which could not be found after repeated search. During the year 282 
books have been secured for those leaving recommendations, and 171 for 
patrons leaving " always out ** slips. An effort has been made to have recom- 
mendations decided upon as promptly as possible. When a recommendation 
is rejected the patron is notified Immediately, the reason for the action being 
given. The use of a form letter since May 1 has greatly facilitated this work. 

The following tables show the number of volumes added and money spent 
on various classes, both adult and Juvenile: 

Olaaa record of (icceaaiona. 



ClMB. 



Adult collection: 

A (ffeneral works) 

B-BQZ (phllowphy) 

BR-BZ (religion) 

(Christianity) 

D (ecclesiasUccd history) 

S (biography) 

P (history) 

Q (geography) 

H-K (social sciences) 

L-Q (natural sciences) 

R-U ?a8eful arts) .•. 

V-VUY (games, sporta, and theater) 

W-W ( music and fine arts, plastic and graphic ) 

X (language) 

Y (literature) 

Z (Dookarts) 

Fiction 



Total 



Serials 
bound. 



146 
6 
6 
2 
7 



4 

4 

88 

12 

7 

8 

19 



40 



208 



Gifts. 



884 

60 

41 

75 

26 

816 

494 

269 

478 

248 

222 

85 

148 

58 

271 

144 

146 



8,899 



Pur- 
chases. 



Total. 



96 


628 


166 


232 


101 


147 


134 


211 


87 


70 


800 


615 


260 


758 


898 


666 


572 


1,088 


248 


608 


451 


680 


126 


164 


858 


520 


56 


109 


1,881 


1,652 


260 


444 


8,167 


8,818 



Cost. 



1180.78 
189.49 

97.20 
161.81 

48.08 
860. :8 
344.12 
618.89 
685.12 
883.55 
618.64 
2r0.70 
475.81 

64.64 

1.270.14 

817.97 

2.605.74 



8,10& \ \V^»^\ V^Sfc^:^ 
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Cl<i88 record of (tccesaions — Continued. 



cia». 



invenile collection: 

A (general worluO 

B-BQZ (philosophy) 

BR-BZ (relielon) 

C (Christianity) 

D ( ecclesiaMtical history) 

E (biography) 

F (history) 

G (Geography) 

H-K (social ttciences) 

L-Q (natural sciences) 

R-IT (useful arts) 

V-VUY (games, sports, and theater) 

VV- W (music and flne arts, plastic and graphic) 

X ( 1 anguage ) 

Y (literature) 

Z (book arts) 

Fiction 



Total 



Serials 
bound. 



Gifts. 



4 

1 



6 
14 
7 
6 
8 
2 
1 



8 
14 

1 
61 



127 



Pur- 
chaaes. 



46 

11 

1 

188 

242 

411 

50 

58 

115 

69 

35 

161 

875 

5 

2,476 



4,196 



TdtaL 



8 
4 

47 

11 

1 

144 

266 

418 

65 

66 

117 

70 

86 

164 

889 

6 

2.536 



4,327 



in 



3154 

&7S 

.S4 

97. U 

14L» 

176.14 

SV.98 

36. IS 

124. 7» 

56.9 

21. SO 

51 14 

829. 2t 

164 

1,9«.M 



3,065.91 



TOTAL ACCESSIONS. 



• 


Adult 


Juvenile. 


Total 


Nonflction .•. 


8,487 
8,318 


1,791 
2,686 


10.278 


Fiction 


h,^ 






Total 


11,800 


4,827 


16,12? 







COST OF BOOKS PURCHASED AND ACCESSIONED, 1908-9. 



Nonflction 


85,892.62 
2,605.74 


$1,119.41 
1,966.68 


87,01101 


Fiction 


4,571S 






Total 


8,496.86 


3,086.99 


11,584.11 







CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Julia H. Laskey, head cataloguer, reports as follows on the 
work of the catalogue department : 

In spite of unusual handicaps occasioned by the loss during the year of four 
assistants and the training of four more to take their places, the catalogue 
department has reason to be proud of a record exceeding any made In former 
years. There were 15,469 volumes classified and catalogued. Of these 4.169 
were new titles, 8,663 duplicates, 377 replacements, and the remainder, 2J260, 
added volumes of periodicals, annuals, and incomplete sets. The table below 
gives the record by months: 



Volumes sbelf listed 

Volumes clarified and catalogued 

New titles catalogued 

Parts of books catalogued 

Cards written and filed 



1908. 



July. 



1,096 

1,330 

296 

286 

2,606 



August. 



141 
206 
106 
110 
788 



Septem- 
ber. 



580 

850 

62 



884 



October. 



1,445 

1,629 

322 

9 

1,961 



NoveiD- 
ber. 



1, 

1,810 

291 

4S 

2,006 



hex. 



1.73 
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Volumes shelf listed 

Volumes classified and catalogued 

New titles catalogued 

Parts of books catalogued 

Cards written and filed 







1909 


• 






January. 


Febru- 
ary. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


1,855 

1,801 

402 

228 

8,593 


739 
1,081 

471 

85 

8,751 


1,488 

1,398 

424 

57 

2,750 


2,768 

2,157 

462 

SO 

8,530 


1,878 

1,098 

826 

7 

1,985 


1,902 

1,601 

Mi 

223 

4,266 



Total. 



16,591 

15,469 

4,169 

1,068 

80,197 



The filing In the depository catalogue has increased to such an extent as to 
necessitate the shifting of the entire catalogue, consisting of 441 drawers, and 
the addition of 75 new ones. The Library of Congress sent 41,438 printed cards 
during the year, which have been filed. The shelf list is also so congested 
that we will need an added set of drawers in the near future to afford shifting 
room. The cooperative cataloguing with the Library of Congress continues to 
grow, copy for 276 books having been forwarded. As full bibliographical data 
is required, this must be done by a person especially trained for it Owing to 
^e many resignations In the department, we have but two trained assistant 
cataloguers, to one of whom this work is assigned in addition to regular duties. 

In response to a request from the librarian of the Bureau of Education we 
have undertaken to furnish that office with an author catalogue of all our cur- 
rent educational accessions. These cards serve as an index and ** want " list 
and are filled in a union catalogue in the library of the Bureau of Education. 
The analytical cataloguing of governmental and state publications has been a 
feature of the year's work i these have Included congressional documents, agri- 
cultural and census bulletins. United States Education Bureau circulars of 
information, New York State publications, the state library annual reports 
and bulletins, as also the New York State education department material, all 
of which were thoroughly analyzed and early volumes recatalogued. 

The foreign collection has been substantially strengthened by the accession 
of nearly 700 new titles in French, German, and Italian. This required the 
writing of an extra set of cards for the language catalogues. At present these 
consist of merely class selections, but we hope in time to have them represent 
all our books in foreign languages. 

A gradual revision of the classification has been going on, including the chang- 
ing of the entire Class W, music, to the seventh Cutter expansive. This makes 
the material more available, and, as we anticipate a considerable increase In our 
collection. It will prove a timesaver for work in the future. 

With the rapid growth of the technological department the need becomes 
urgent for a systematic reclassification. About 200 of the books have already 
been changed, and, with an extra assistant for one month and the cooperation 
of the staff of the useful arts room for the same period, the books (approxi- 
mately 400) in RT-RX and TA-TD could be reclassified by the seventh system. 
These volumes are at present in such arrangement that it is practically Impossi- 
ble to locate any subject. The works on electricity, filling 11 shelves, are en- 
tered under 8 divisions only. This does not allow for proper expansion. As 
additions will be made rapidly In these classes. It will be a matter of necessity 
to make some change, and the time seems most opportune. In view of the com- 
pletion of the approaching expansive classification. There is far more detail 
work connected with reclassifying, however, than our meager force could under- 
take without assistance. 

The large figures which represent changes, recatalogulng, and reclassifying 
demonstrate the trend of the work during the year. With the end in view of 
drawing the public to a close acquaintance with the card catalogue we have 
introduced new methods and done away with obsolete ones. A very full and 
systematic insertion of guide cards has proved entirely satisfactory, and the 
catalogue has been strengthened by broader use of subject headings and cross 
references. We have strayed from the letter of the law and made title cards on 
the slightest provocation. Publisher, as well as place, has been added to main 
and subject cards, while the subject card is now identical with the main entry, 
carrying contents and notes. We have also adopted a new form of title card, 
giving all the call numbers, even of analytical references, where the given title 
may be found. The patrons of the library have evidenced their appreciation ot 
our efforts by a steady increase of the use of the catalo%^i^. 
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INVENTOBT STATISTICS, 1909. 

The inventory of 1909 was the fifth annual one taken by the library. Through 

'the four preceding inventories the method of procedure has been much simplified 

and systematized. The work this year, though heavier than ever before owing 

to the increased number of books, both on the shelves and in circulation, has 

been done with rapidity and dispatch. The resulting figures are shown below: 

Books missing (central library) in 1909 (including those also missing in 
1908) : A, 3; B, 25; C, 15; D, 5; E, 25; F, 60; G, 86; H, 33; I, 38; J, 25; 
K, 23; L. 01: M, 11; N, 2; O, 2; P, 12; Q, 31; R, 88; S, 37; T, 21; U, 6; V, 81; 
W, 43; X, 20; Y, 193; Z, 75; total adult nonfiction, 1,021; reference books 
(reference room, 24; useful arts department, 9), 33; adult fiction, 973; juvenile 
nonfiction, 410; fiction, 277; grand total, 2,714. 

Books missing (central library) 1908 and again in 1909: A, 0; B, 8; G, 2; 
D, 1; E, 1; F, 24; G, 29; H, 7; I, 7; J, 8; K, 9; L, 19; M, 2; N. 1; O, 1; 
P, 2; Q, 8; R, 23; S, 11; T, 1; U, 3; V, 30; W, 3; X, 3; Y, 34; Z, 16; total adult 
nonfiction, 253; reference books (reference room, 6; Useful arts department, 6), 
12; adult fiction, 311; Juvenile nonfiction, 182; juvenile fiction, 137; grand 
total, 895. 

Books missing (central library) in 1909 (excluding those missing in 190S) : 
A, 3; B, 17; C, 13; D, 4; E, 24; F, 36; G, 57; H, 26; L 31; J, 17; K, 14; L, 42; 
M, 9; N, 1: O, 1; P, 10; Q, 23; R, 65; S, 26; T, 20; U, 3; V, 51; W, 40; X, 17; 
Y, 159; Z, 59; total adult nonfiction, 768; reference books (reference room, 18; 
useful arts department, 3), 21; adult fiction, 662; Juvenile nonfiction, 228; 
Juvenile fiction, 140: grand total, 1,819. 

Books missing (central library) in 1908 but found in 1909: A, 0; B, 7; C, 0; 
D, 0; E, 14; F, 10; G, 10; H, 3; I, 9; J, 4; K, 5; L, 2; M, 1; N, 1; O, 0: 
P, 0; Q, 1; R, 8; S, 5; T, 2; U, 0; V, 8; W, 7: X, 1; Y, 27; Z, 14; total adult 
nonfiction, 139; reference books (reference room, 10; useful arts department 
0), 10: adult fiction, 208; Juvenile nonfiction, 47; Juvenile fiction, 46; grand 
total, 450. 

In addition the following statistics for 1909 are reported from the stations: 
Nonfiction, Noel House, 15; Young Men's Christian Association, 1; Georgetown 
station, 32; Rosedale, 5; Recreation Center, 8; Rochefort Hall, 2; Neighborhood 
House, 40; Social Settlement, 7; traveling libraries, 0; total nonfiction, 110. 
Fiction, Noel House, 39; Young Men's Christian Association, 2; Georgetown 
station, 72; Rosedale, 12; Recreation Center, 28; Rochefort Hall, 5; Neighbor- 
hood House, 128; Social Settlement, 23: traveling libraries, 18; total, 827. 
Grand total, stations, 437 — 7 more than was reported in 1908. 

BINDERY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. M. N. Smull had the supervision of the binding and repair 
work until his resignation in May. Miss Elizabeth P. Gray, who 
had assisted in this work, then became supervisor of binding. She 
reports as follows: 

The output of the library bindery has been as follows : 



Books bound 

Pay fiction bound 



Total bound 

Call numbers fnld^<l 

Maffazines prepared for circulation. 
Books repaired 



Total expenditure 



Volomes. 



6,530 
440 



5,970 
6,244 
1,S78 
2,461 



C(Mt 



|S.08l.« 
206.14 



8,297.07 

249.71 

92.-9 

106. SI 



8,686.64 



The $3,500 appropriated by Congress for binding was expended thu: 
$3,480.50 for binding, gilding, covering magazines with red rope imper, ftod 
repairing by the binding contractor; $6.75 for brass type and $12.76 for red 
rope paper. 
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The theory that the public appreciate neat and attractive binding has been 
satisfactorily substantiated. An effort has been made to watch the circulation 
of certain books that seldom left their shelves until rebound and then had a 
creditable showing. 

Half cowhide, with cloth sides to match, art vellum, art canvas, buckram, 
and half morocco, for a few expensive books, are the materials most in use. 

The past year a greater variety has been given by the colors used. ISngllsh 
buckram, with stained titles, has met with approval, and possesses all the 
advantages of distinct lettering on a light-colored binding, obviating the neces- 
sity of adding a thin leather label, which soon cleaves off. 

Newspapers are covered with red rope paper, after being sewed in the usual 
manner. This reduces the price one-half, and, if deemed best, they could be 
bound as well later. If economy should not be as imperative. 

Some inexpensive children's books are reenforced before going Into circula- 
tion. They are stripped of their covers, the backs covered with canton flannel, 
new end papers are added, and the books returned to the original covers. 

The quality of paper, too, generally used by publishers being either spongy or 
heavily coated with clay has made it necessary to have a much larger per cent 
of books overcast sewed than formerly. The gilding of call numbers has made 
a heavy demand on the binding fund, yet we have found it has paid in promot- 
ing better page service, beside the neater appearance of the volumes 

At the request of the District of Ck)lumbia Library Association, an exhibit of 
our binding was given and a practical and valuable paper read by Mr. M. N. 
Smull, giving the results and conclusions gained during his years of experience 
as superintendent of binding. Several requests were made by Interested 
strangers to visit our bindery and examine its work more carefully. 

Last year the unbound periodicals, bulletins, and reports were arranged In 
the book stack and a card index made, but not until this year were we able to 
verify all records and make complete typewritten lists of magazine wants. 
These were sent to dealers and a few libraries. 

Valuable material was obtained both by gift and purchase* and several Im- 
portant sets were completed. 

While our circulation has been growing constantly, causing greater wear on 
our books, and the years of use are bringing many sets in need of binding, to- 
gether with the fact that a large number of gifts reach us In the same condi- 
tion, our binding fund remains the same. 

Too large a number of books are out of commission awaiting binding, and 
should this condition continue a serious proposition confronts the department 

APPRENTICE CLASS. 

Miss B. Lionne Adsit, in addition to the bureau of information, 
has had charge of the apprentice class. She reports as follows : 

The fifth year of the apprentice course has closed with only one pupil from 
last year's class still seeking a position and with seven more young women now 
ready to fill Junior positions in this library. In October, 1908, 12 applicants 
took the entrance examination and 10 passed. During the course one of these 
went abroad and two withdrew, so that at the end of six months seven had 
satisfactorily completed the work. 

The plans for instruction and practice have been much the same as in former 
years. In addition to the lectures by the head of each department on her 
work, quite an extensive course was given In foreign literature, and shorter 
ones on bibliography and selection of books, for both of which preparatory 
work was required. In connection with the children's room lectures, a few 
outside speakers were introduced to broaden their ideas of the scope of the 
Work, and In the same line a new method was tried of giving four girls a chance 
to help at two of the deposit stations one afternoon a week, a plan which 
worked out very well. 

Each apprentice received at least two weeks* practical instruction In each of 
the nine departments, and four weeks in some of them. The final examination 
covered this work, the lectures, and the reading which was assigned at the 
beginning of the year on general and special subjects of library science. The 
course was finished the 1st of May, and one appointment was made from the 
class that month. On July 1 one other received a permanent position, and 
during the summer most of the others wlU be appointed temporarily. 
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By making use of suggestions from classes in other libraries and by compar- 
ing ours with their courses we are aiming to produce a high grade of efficiency 
in a very short space of time. 

The following table covers the five apprentice classes conducted by this 
library. The statistics are those of July, 1909 : 

Record of apprentice classes, 1905-1909. 





Exam- 
ined. 

• 


Passed. 


Failed. 


Dropped 
or with- 
drew. 


Completed 
course or 
appointed 
before 
comple- 
tion. 


Public 
Library. 


Later 

served 

in other 

libraries. 


Now in 

Public 

Library. 


1904-6 


10 
24 
9 
27 
12 


6 
17 

9 
21 
10 


4 

7 


« 
2 


8 
8 
B 
6 
8 


8 
14 

6 
15 

7 


8 
18 

14 
6 


8 
8 

7 



1 


1906-6 


8 


190&-7 


« 


1907-8 


9 


iflo»-e 


6 






Total 


82 


63 


19 


18 


46 


42 


18 


80 







PERIODICAL DIVISION. 

Miss Katharine K. Patten reports as follows on the current peri- 
odicals, of which she has charge: 

The library receives 468 different magazines; 188 extra copies are taken for 
staff use and for circulation, mailing a total of 656 magazines regularly checked 
and taken care of by this division every month. The list of gifts is notably 
large this year. Publishers in all parts of the country have shown a keen 
interest in the useful arts department. As a result the library receives regu- 
larly 164 gifts of periodicals, the most of these being technical and on file 
In the useful arts department. 

Back numbers of these magazines, and. In fact, of all magazines that are not 
bound, are now loaned from both reading rooms for a limited time. This has 
proved a success. 

At the beginning of the year a change was made in the agent through whom 
the library secures its domestic periodicals A change also was made in the 
list to be subscribed for. These lists were very carefully made out As tar 
as possible all requests were noted and considered. Magazines were dropped 
whose use did not seem to call for their renewal and others added which 
seemed to answer the requests. This is one of the most interesting sides of 
the work with periodicals, as so many of our readers use the magazines as a 
practical help in their work, especially in the useful arts department The list 
of magazines devoted to pedagogy remains the same this year. 

The library has this year secured membership in several dlfferoit scientiflc 
societies, by which all the publications of these associations are receiyed. These 
are on file in the large reading room. 

Requests for additional mngazines for circulation were so numerous that 
extra ciopes of Harper's, Century, Scribner's, and the Atlantic Monthly were 
added this year. 

The following Is a list of periodicals regularly received as gifts: 

Technical periodicals purchased from the Henry Pastor metnorial fund. 



American Architect and Building News. 

American Engineer. 

American Homes and Gardens. 

American Machinist. 

American Medicine. 

American Printer. 

American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Transactions. 

American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, Transactions 



Architectural Record. 

Brickbuilder. 

Cement Age. 

Cement and Engineering Nefws. 

Central Station. 

Chemical ESngineer. 

Electric Journal. 

Electro - chemical and Hetallnrgieil 

Industry. 
Engineering and Mining JoumaL 
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Technical periodicaU purchased from the Henry Paster memorial fund — Oojl 



EDgineeiiiig-Ck)ntracting. 

Engineering Magazine. 

Engineering New& 

Engineering Record. 

Foundry. 

Gas Engine. 

Heating and Ventilating Magazine. 

Horseless Age. 

Ice and Refrigeration. 

Industrial Magazine. 



Inland Printer. 

International Marine Engineering. 

Iron Age (weekly). 

Metal Industry. 

Motor Boat 

Municipal Engineering. 

Power and Engineer. 

Scientific American and Supplement 

Telephony. 

Woodcraft 



Periodicals purchased from the Woman*s Anthropological Bociety fund. 



American Anthropologist 
American Antiquarian. 
American Journal of Archeeology. 
American Journal of Psychology. 
Folk Lore (English). 



<3ypsy Lore. 

Jonmal of American Folk Lore. 

Mind. 

Records of the Past. 



Periodicals given by the United States Bureau of Education, 



American Industries. 

American Statistical Association pub- 
lications. 

Architects and Builders' Magazine. 

Association Men. 

Baptist Home Mission Monthly. 

Christian Advocate. 

Christian Advocate, Methodist Episco- 
pal (Dhurch South. 

Dial. 

Electrical Review and Western Elec- 
trician. 



Electrical World. 

Engineers* Society of Western Penn- 
sylvania, Proceedings. 
Good Health. 
Harvard Law Review. 
Missionary Herald. 
Mu^cal Courier. 
New Philosophy (Swedenborg). 
Phrenological Journal. 
Reform Advocate. 
Stenographer. 
Woodworker. 



Other periodicals regularly received as gifts. 
[Unless otherwise stated, they are given by pablishers.1 



America. 

American Annals of the Deaf. (Dr. 
E. A. Fay.) 

American Blacksmith. 

American Bottler. 

American (Hay Magazine. 

American Esperanto Journal. 

Amerika EsperantistQ. 

American Federationist. 

American Gaslight Journal. 

American Institute of Architects, 
Quarterly Bulletin. (Mr. Glenn 
Brown.) 

American Laundry Journal. 

American Marine ESnglneer. 

American Poultry Advocate. 

American Shoemaking. 

Appalachian ISn^eering Association, 
Bulletin. 

Appeal to Reason. 

Association of Collegiate Alunmse Pub- 
lications. (Mr. George F. Bower- 
man.) 

Association Review. 

Bicycling World and Motor Cycle Re- 
view. 



Billboard. 

Bookkeeper. (Association of Amer- 
ican Government Accountants.) 

Boston Ideas. 

Brewers' Journal. 

Brush and Pail. 

Builder. 

Bulletin American Institute of Bank- 
ing. (Association of American Gov- 
ernment Accountants.) 

Bureau of Railway News and Sta- 
tistics. 

Business Builder. 

Busines Life. 

Business Magazine. (Association of 
American Government Accountants.) 

Canal Record. (Isthmian Canal Com- 
mission. 

Castings. 

Caterer. 

Catholic Book News. 

Century Path. (Miss Corbin.) 

Chautauqua Quarterly. 

Christian Cynosure. 

Cliristian Register. 

Christian Science JotmmL 



60 



REPOBT OF BOABD OF TBU8TEES PUBUO UBRABT. 



Other periodicals regularly received as gifU — Oontinned. 



Christian Science SentineL 

City HalL (ARSociation of Am^can 
Government Accountants.) 

Clothier and Furnisher. 

Commercial Poultry. 

Compressed Air 

Concrete. 

Concrete Engineering. 

Concrete Review. 

Coolc's American Travellers Gazette. 

Congresional Record. (Hon. J. H. Gal- 
linger.) 

Courier. (Davos.) 

Current Events. 

Dodge Idea and Power and Transmis- 
sion. 

Editor. 

Electric Traction Weekly. 

Electric Trunk Line Age. 

Fly. (Mr. E. H. Young.) 

G^nie Technique. 

Girls. 

Gleanings in Bee Culture. 

Graphite. 

Gregg Writer. 

Guide to Nature. (Prof. Clevelan»i 
Abbe.) 

Hardware Dealers' Magazine. 

Hellas. 

Heli)er. 

Herald of the Cross. 

Herald of the Golden Age. 

Holy Cross Magazine. 

Horticulture. 

Ideal Power. 

Illuminating Engineering Society, 
Transactions. 

Illumination. 

International Bookbinder. 

Jamestown Bulletin. 

Journal of Accountancy. (Association 
of American Government Account- 
ants.) 

Journal of American Medical Asso- 
ciation. (Mr. J. A. Saul.) 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
(Mr. E. P. Cowell.) 

Journal of Western Society of Engi- 
neers. 

Liberia. 

Locomotive. 

Lumber Trade Journal. 

Machinists' Monthly Journal. 

Marine Journal. 

Men of Washington (Young Men's 
Christian Association.) 

Metal Worker. 

Mine and Quarry. 

Mining and Scientific Press. 

Mission Bulletin. 

Model Magazine. 

Modem Sanitation. 

Monthly Musical Record. 

Monthly Record of Scientific Litera- 
ture. 



Moving Picture World. 

Municipal Ekx>noiDi8t (AaBOdatlon of 
American Government Accoontanta.) 

Museum of Fine Arts BnlletliL 

National (Contractor and Builder. 

National Engineer. 

National Hibernian. 

National Printer-Joumalist. 

Navy. 

New CJhurch League Journal. 

New Church Review. 

New York State Department of Labor 
Bulletin. 

News of the College Women's Clnba. 
(Miss Emma H. Turner.) 

North German Lloyd Bulletin. 

Office Appliances. 

Office Outfitter. 

Patents. 

Pathfinder. 

Pitman's Journal. 

Popular Electricity. 

Postal Information. 

Postal Record. 

Practical Engineer. 

Printing Trade News. 

Prism. 

Protest. 

Public. 

Reactions 

Sabbath Recorder. 

Sample Case. 

Scranton Board of Trade Journal. 

Shorthand Writer. 

Signal Engineer. 

Silent Partner. 

Simplified Spelling Board Circiilar& 

Single Tax Review. 

Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collectloni. 

Southern Printer. 

Spectrum. 

Steam Shovel News. 

Stone. 

Stone and Webster Public Serrlce 
Journal. 

Sunday Companion. 

System. (Association of Americas 
Government Accountants.) 

Theosophical Quarterly. 

Training School (for feeble-minded 
children) publication. 

Typographical Journal. 

United States Army List and Direc- 
tory. ( War Department. ) 

United States Bureau of the Oensns. 
Bulletin. (Census Bureau.) 

United States Bureau of Labor Bulle- 
tin. (Labor Bureau. ) 

United States Bureau of Standaidi 
Bulletin. (Bureau of Standards.) 

United States Crop Reporter. (De- 
partment of Agriculture.) 

United States 0)nsular Reports, daily 
and monthly. (Department of Oom- 
merce and Labor.) 
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other periodioaU regularly received as gifts — Ck>ntinued. 



United States Diplomatic List (De- 
partment of State.) 

United States Monthly Bulletin of 
the International Bureau of Ameri- 
can Republics. (Bureau of Ameri- 
can Republics.) 

United States Monthly Summary of 
Commerce and Finance. (DeiMirt- 
ment of Conmierce and Labor.) 

United States Monthly Weather Re- 
view. (Weather Bureau.) 

United States Official Patent Office 
Gazette. ( Patent Office. ) 



United States Public Documents Cata- 
log. (Superintendent of Docu- 
ments.) 

University Courier. 

University of Illinois Bulletin. 

Valve World. 

Violin World. 

Washington News Letter. 

Water and Gas Review. 

Water-Prooflng. 

Weekly People. 

Woodworker and Art Metal Worker. 

Zionist. 



Libraries regularly sending bulletins. 



Atlanta, Ga., Carnegie Library. 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 

Boston, Mass., Public Library. 

Brockton, Mass., Public Library. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Pratt Institute Free 
Library. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 

California State Library. 

Cambridge, Mass., Public Library. 

Carlisle, Pa., J. Herman Bosler Memo- 
rial Library. 

Cleveland, Ohio, Public Library. 

Denver, Colo., Public Library. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Public Library. 

Haverhill, Mass,, Public Library. 

Helena, Mont., Public Library. 

Holyoke, Mass., Public Library. 

Indiana Public Library Commission. 

Iowa Library Commission. 

Jersey City, N. J., Free Public Library. 

Louisville, Ky., Free Public Library. 

Minnesota Public Library Commission. 

New Bedford, Mass., Free Public 
Library. 

New York Public Library. 

New York State Library. 

Norwich, Conn., Otis and Peck Library. 



Ohio State Library. 

Omaha, Nebr., Public Library. 

Paterson, N. J., Free Public Library. 

Peabody, Mass., Institute Library. 

Pennsylvania Free Library Commis- 
sion. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Carnegie Library. 

Portland, Oreg., Library Association. 

Providence, R. I., Public Library. 

Rockford, 111., Public Library. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Public Library. 

St. Louis, Mo., Public Library. 

Salem, Mass., Public Library. 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library. 

Scranton, Pa., Public Library. 

Springfield, Mass., City Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Public Library. 

Toronto, Canada, Public Library. 

V(Tmont Library Commission. 

Virginia State Library. 

Waltham, Mass., Public Library. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Osterhout Free 
Library. 

Wilmington, Del., Institute Free 
Library. 

Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 



SELECT LIST OF DONORS. 

The library receives by gift such a large number of miscellaneous publica- 
tions, all of which are acknowledged by mail, that it is impracticable to give 
an itemized record of them in this report. These gifts include the following 
classes of material : Four thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine bound and 308 
unbound volumes, 3,762 pamphlets, 4,588 numbers of periodicals, 390 leaflets, 36 
photographs, 60 maps, 13 post cards, 5 autograph letters, 6 broadsides, 15 pic- 
tures, 1 calendar, 26 badges, 1 medal — the last two items from the inaugural 
committee. 

The following is designed to be a complete list of residents of Washington 
from whom gifts have been received: 



Abbe, Prof. Cleveland. 
Adams, I. W. 
Aldrich, Hon. N. W. 
Allen, W. C. 
Allsworth, B. B. 
Anderson, C. L. G. 
Barton, Leland. 
Bayly, Miss Margaret. 



Beatty, Dr. C. H. 
Bell, C. J. 

Bowerman. George F. 
Brooke, Mrs. M. E. 
Carnegie, Andrew, New York. 
Clark, Dr. Victor S. 
Clarke, Miss A. E. 
Cougle, Miss M. F. 
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8KLB0T LiBT OF DON088 — Continued. 



Curriden, S. W. 
Curtis, Dr. Henry S. 
Davis, Madison. 
Davison, B. W. 
De Lacy, Hon. W. H. 
Depew, Hon. Ghauncey M. 
Donohue, Dr. Florence. 
Du Bois, James T. 
Duke, Miss Elmma. 
Dyson, Walter. 
Eberbach, Edward. 
Eberhard, Edwin. 
Evermann, Dr. B. W. 
Fisher, Dr. A. K. 
Fllclt, Taylor. 
Flynn, Mrs. Emily A. 
Forman, Dr. S. E. 
Foster, Mrs. C. B. 
Freeman, Nathaniel. 
French, Dr. CeciL 
Frost, Dr. B. F. 
Gallinger, Hon. J. H. 
Gaw, Albert C. 
Godoy, George. 
Grant, Thomas. 
Gregory, Carl L. 
Hager, Chris. 
Hale, Hon. Eugene. 
Hamilton, Frank. 
Hartwell, Miss Mary. 
Hasson, B. F. 
Hay, O. P. 
Hayward, John A. 
Heybum, Hon. W. B. 
Hibbs, Waldo C. 
Hicks, Miss L. 
Hodgkins, Mrs. H. L. 
Hodge, Dr. F. W. 
Hogan, Rev. W. J. H. 
Howard, Dr. Joseph T. 
Howard, Mrs. Mary P. 
Hoyt, J. C. 

Hoyt J. W. 
Huldekoper, F. L. 
Hunneman, J. C. 
lies, George. New York. 
Ingram, Dr. T. D. 
Johnson, James W. 
La Follette, Hon. R. M. 
Landis, Hon. C. B. 
Langdale, John W. 
Lawrence, Miss. 
Leavitt, Ezekiel. 
Lockwood, Mrs. B. A. 
Loomis, John T. 
Lyon, G. A., jr. 
McClure, Miss Mary M. 
Macrae, Mrs. NathanieL 
McCullough, N. N. 



McKinstry, Miss Mand. 
MacRay, Mrs. W. M. 
Martin, MnL G. 
Mindeleff, Mrs. Victor. 
Montgomery, Dr. W. 8. 
Moore, Mrs. C. N. 
Moore, Miss Helen M. 
Moore, W. T. 
Morgan, Dr. E. L. 
Munroe, Prof. C. E. 
Noa, Frederic M. 
Norwood, Edward B. 
Noyes, Mrs. Crosby S. 
Noyes, Theodore W. 
O'Donoghue, W. F. 
Ott, Mrs. J. W. 
Posey, Mrs. Mason. 
Prud*homme, Mile. 
Raymond, Prot George L. 
Read, Albert M. 
Richards, L. A. 
Rochester, H. M. 
Schell, H. L. 
Schmidt, Ewald. 
Severance, Miss Mary B. 
Sewall, Dr. Frank. 
Sewell, B. F. B. 
Shufeldt, R. W. 
Sipe, Miss S. B. 
Skinner, Miss H. A. 
Smith, F. S. Key. 
Smith, J. Henry. 
Smith, Hon. S. W. 
Solger, Miss L. M. 
Sorokoumowsky, Beata. 
Spilman, Miss Emily A. 
Stead, Mrs. Robert. 
Stellwagen, Edward J. 
Sterrett, Miss. 
Stock, Miss F. G. 
Stout, J. Kennedy. 
Swett, C. 
Taggart, Hugh T. 
Tawney, Hon. J. A. 
Taylor, J. P. 
Taylor, William J. 
Thomas, Joseph M. 
Tindall, Dr. WUliam. 
Totten, Miss. 
Vale, F. P. 
VanVleck, Arthur N. 
Vitz, C. P. P. 
Walker, P. F. 
Walsh, Miss H. L 
Walter, John H. 
Webster, N. E., jr. 
Woodward, Dr. B. S. 
Woodward, 8. W. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit herewith a report in detail 
d my receipts and disbursements as treasurer of the board of trustees 
if the Public Library, District of Columbia, during the fiscal year 
nded June 30, 1909 : 

Moneys collected at tJie delivery desk. 

lalance on hand July 1, 1908 $1, 944. 80 

Unas: 

Adult $8, 044. 60 

Juvenile 385. 46 

Stations 80.28 

Total 8. 610. 84 

hiplicate coUection 1, 249. 16 

teserves i 97. 68 

teissued cards 127. 40 

kx)ks lost and injured 122.79 

lale of catalogues 2.85 

loney found In buUding . 25 

Total 7, 054. 16 

?o interest on deposit American Security and Trust Company 28. 78 

tefund on magazine 4.97 

Grand total 7,087.86 

Expended as follows: 

Books (main collection) $3,942.04 

Books (duplicate collection) 777.41 

Periodicals 1, 056. 64 

Bebinding duplicate collection 181. 64 

Beimbursing emergency fund 76. 00 

Printing 92. 60 

Traveling expenses..^ 91.00 

Employment of assistants 86.00 

Post cards 2. 76 

Premium on bond of treasurer 12. 60 

Premium on bond of notary public 5.1)0 

Bent of motor cycle 29. 46 

Photographs 12.00 

Music rolls 100. 00 

Membership fees In associations 47.00 

Die 3. 85 

Total 6, 618. 28 

Balance In hands of treasurer June 80, 1909 674. 68 
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Donation fund, including Henry Pastor memorial fund and Woman's. Anthropo- 
logical fund. 

Oeobos F. Bowebman, Treasurer. 



Cr. 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Db. 



1906. 
July 1 



Dec. 
Oct 



10 
12 



1909. 
Apr. 90 

May 6 
ICay 26 



To balance in hands of trea- 
surer , 

To check, James T. Du Bois. . 

To check, Washington Sani- 
tary Improvement Co , 

To check, Washington Sani- 
tary Improvement Co , 

To check. Rev. C. S. Abbott 
To check. Carl P. P. Vita . . . 
To credit interest on deposit 



Total. 



8686.48 
60.00 


1906. 
July 16 

Nov. 28 


26.00 


Dec. 29 


26.00 

26.00 

26.00 

9.86 


...do .... 

1909. 
Jan. 6 




Jan. 16 




...do .... 




Feb. 18 




...do .... 

Mar. 10 
Apr. 8 




Apr. 27 




...do .... 




June 4 




June 26 




...do .... 




...do — 
June 80 


696.28 



By paid Folk Lore Society, 

periodicals 

By paid Woodward A Loth- 

rop. books 

By paid O. £. Stechert A Co., 

periodicals 

By paid Folk Lore Society, 

membenhipfee 

By paid American Anthropo- 
logical Association, mem- 
bership fee 

By paid American Folk Lore 
Society, membershio fee 

By paid Archeological Insti- 
tute of America, member- 
ship fee 

By paid Barnes ma^asine 
agency, periodicals , 

do , 

By paid Brentano's. books 

By paid Boston Book Co., 
books 

By paid Franc Hanfstaengl, 
pictures 

By paidTiceA Lynch,sgenta, 
books , 

By paid Baker A Taylor, 
books 

By paid Woodward A Loth- 
rop, books 

By paid Tice A Lynch, agents, 
books 

By paid Brentano's, books . . 

By balance in hands of treas- 
urer 

Total 



19.84 
8.60 
8.00 
6.19 



5.00 

* 

8.00 



10.00 

100.10 

1L15 

8.56 

10.00 

50. 8Z 

5.00 

88.tt 

17.96 

1L18 
ai.01 

S81QI 



Cb. 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE HENRY PASTOR MEMORLAL FUND. 



Db. 



1906. 
July 1 

Dec. 10 



To balance in hands of treas- 
urer 

To check, JameH T. Du Bois, 
one-half year's interest on 
Henry Pastor memorial 
fund, 1908 

Total 



$60.81 



50.00 



100.81 



1909. 
Feb. 18 

June 80 



By paid Barnes magmiine 
agency, periodicals 

By balance in hands of 
urer 

Total 



tlOO.10 
.21 



100.81 
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Donation fund^ eta. — Continued. 

IN ACCOUNT WITH THE WOMAN'S ANTHROPOLOGICAL 80CIBTT FUND. 
Cb. Db. 



1906. 
Uy 1 

Bt. 12 



190^. 
pr. SO 



To balance in bands of treas* 
urer 

To check, Wanblngrton Sani- 
tary Improvement Co., 
semiannual dividend 

To check, Washington Sani- 
tary Improvement Co., 
Rcmiannua) dividend 



Total. 



tSl.TO 
25.00 

25.00 



181.70 



190B. 
July 15 


Nov. 


28 


Dec. 


29 


...do 


• • « • 


190C 
Jan. 


6 


Jan. 


16 


...do 


K • • • 


Feb. 


18 


Mar. 

Apr. 


10 
3 


June 90 



By paid Folk Lore Bodety, 

periodicals 

By paid Woodward & Ijoih- 

rop, books 

By paid G. E. Stechert A Co., 

periodicals 

By paid Folk Lore Society, 

membcnhipfee 

By paid American Anthropo- 
logical Association, mem- 
bernhip fee 

By paid American Folk Lore 
Society, membemhip fve . . 

By paid Archeological Insti- 
tute of America, member- 
ship fee 

By paid Barnes magasine 
agency, periodicals 

By paid Brentano*!), books . . 

By paid Boston Book Co., 
books 

By balance in bands of treas- 
urer 

Total 



99.84 
8.€0 
8.00 
6.19 

5.00 
3.00 

10.00 

U.15 
8.55 

10.00 

62.87 



131.70 



SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

Congressional appropriations for salaries, contingent expenses, 
ooks, bindings, etc., are paid on bills audited by the District auditor, 
n order, however, to give in this report a full financial statement of 
lie library, it seems proper to include a summary of all receipts 
pom whatever sources and of all expenditures from whatever funds, 
t should be stated that all congressional appropriations must be ex- 
ended within the fiscal year for which they are appropriated; 
therwise they lapse. Consequently there is never a balance to carry 
arward from one year to another. A statement for the fiscal year 
nded June 30, 1900, follows : 

RECEIFT8. 

ongrepsional appropriations: 

Salaries, regular roU $38,430.00 

Salaries, Sunday and holiday service 1,700.00 

For books 7, 600. 00 

For binding 3, 600. 00 

For contingent expenses 7, 600. 00 

Total appropriations $68, 630. 00 

Balance, June 30, 1908 1,944.30 

Receipts, including Interest and refund on magazine. 5, 143. 66 
•Dilation fund: 

Balance, June 30, 1008 636. 43 

Receipts, including interest 169.86 

Total library funds 7,784.14 

Total receipts 66,414.14 

12264—09 6 
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Salaries $40,215.00 

Books 12,384.12 

Periodicals 1, 180. 73 

Binding 8, 081. 64 

Ck)ntlngent expenses 8,044.06 

Total expenditures ._ . $65,506.55 

Balance, June 30, 1000 - . 908.59 

Respectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowerman, 

Treasurer. 
The Board of Trustees of the Public Librart. 



APPENDIX. 



The Public Library of the District of Columbia was created by act 
of Congress approved June 3, 1896, as follows : 

AN ACT To establish and provide for the mnintonance of a free public library and reading 

room in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assetnbted, Thnt a free public llbrnry and rending room 
is hereby established and shnll be maintained in the District of Columbia, which 
Bhnll be the property of the said District and a supplement of the public 
educational system of said District. All actions relating to such library, or for 
the recovery of any penalties lawfully established in relation thereto, shall l>e 
brought In the name of the District of Columbia, and the commissioners of the 
said District are authorized on behalf of said District to accept and tnlce title 
to all gifts, bequests, and devises for the purpose of aiding In the maintenance 
or endowment of said library; and the commissioners of said District are 
further authorized to receive, as component parts of said library, collections of 
books and other publications that may be transferred to them. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall be entitled to the privileges of said library, including 
the use of the books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, sub- 
ject to such rules and regulations as may be lawfully established in relation 
thereto. 

Sec. 3. That the said library shnll be in charge of a board of library trustees, 
who shall purchase the books, magazines, and newspapers and procure the 
necessary apiiendages for such library. The said board of trustees shall be 
composed of nine members, each of whom shnll be a taxpayer In the Dis'^rlct of 
Columbia, and shall serve without c«)m|)ensntion. They shall be appointed by 
the Coumiissi oners of the District of Columbia and shall hold office for six 
years: Pmvided, That at the first meeting of the said board the members shall 
be divided by lot into three classea The first class, comiK)sed of three members, 
shall hold office for two years; the second class, composed of three members, 
Bhall hold office for four j-ears; the third class, composed of three members, 
shall hold office for six years. Any vacancy occurring in said board shall he 
filled by the District Connnissioners. Said board shall have power to provide 
such regulations for its organization and govenmient as it may deem necessary. 

Sec 4. That the said board shall have power to provide for the proper care 
and preservation of said library, to prescribe rules for taking and returning 
books, to fix, assess, and collect fines and penalties for the loss of or injury to 
books, and to establish all other needful rules and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the library as the said board shall deem proper. The said board of 
triTstees shall apiioint a librarian to have the care and superintendence of said 
library, who shall be responsible to the board of trustees for the impartial 
enforcement of all rules and regulations lawfully estnblished in relation to said 
library. The said librarian shall apimint such assistants as the board shall 
deem necessary to the proper conduct of the library. The said board of library 
trustees shall make an annual reiiort to the Connnissioners of the District of 
Columbia relative to the management of the said library. 

Sec. n. That the said library sliall be located in some convenient place in the 
city of Washington, to be designated by the Connnissioners of the District of 
Columbia upon the recommendation of the trustees of said library: Provided, 
That in any municifml building to be hereafter erected in said District, suitable 
provision shall be made for said library and reading room sufficient to accom- 
modate not less than one hundred thousand volumes. 

07 
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RULES AITB REOULATIOKa 

The following are the regulations for the organization and govern- 
ment of the board of library trustees of the Free Public Library and 
reading room in the District of Columbia, constituted by act or Con- 
gress approved June 3, 1896 : 

Article I. The board of trustees shall hold regular meetings on the second 
BYiday of each month, at an hour and place to be designated by the trustees. 

Art. II. The president of the boatd may, and on request of three members 
shall, call a special meeting, of which three days* notice in writing, and specify- 
ing the object of the call, shall be given. No other than business relating to 
such specified object shall be transacted at such special meeting. 

Art. III. At the regular meeting in January of each year, which shall be 
called the annual meeting, the officers of the board shall be elected, except the 
librarian. 

Art. IV. Notices of all meetings shall be mailed to every member of the 
board three days previous to the time of such meetings. 

Art. V. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. VI. The officers of the board shall consist of a president, a vice-president, 
a secretary, and a librarian, who shall also act as treasurer and assistant secre- 
tary of the board. At each annual meeting the board shall elect by ballot from 
Its own number a president, a vice-president, and a secretary, who shall hold 
their offices for one year and until their successors are chosen. A majority of 
the votes cast shall elect. 

Art. VII. Any vacancy occurring in these offices shall be filled at any regular 
meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, by election, as aforesaid. 

Art. VIII. At the regular meeting in June of each year the board of trustees 
shall elect by viva voce a librarian to serve for the fiscal year beginning with 
the 1st day of July subsequent to said election. It shall require a majority 
of the whole board to elect a librarian, and he shall at all times be subject to 
removal for cause by a two-thirds vote of the whole board of trustees. 

Art. IX. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of the 
board, to appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, and to sign all 
papers, communications, and instruments which may require his ofllcial signa- 
ture. He shall also, in conjunction with the librarian, prepare for the consid- 
eration and approval of the board, at Its October meeting of each year, the 
annual report of the board required by the organic act. He shall exercise a 
general supervision over the affairs of the library and shall be ex officio u mem- 
ber of all committees. 

Art. X. In the absence of the president, the vice-president shall preside at all 
meetings of the board, and shall generally discharge all duties of the president 
In case of the latter's absence from the city or Inability to act, or in case of a 
Tacancy occurring in the office of president. 

Art. XI. The duty of the secretary Is to keep a neat, exact, and permanent 
record of the meetings of the board, to have the custody of the records and 
general papers of the board, and to perform the other functions usual In his 
office. The duty of the librarian as assistant secretary of the board shall be to 
keep the formal minutes of the meetings of the board under the supervision ^ 
the secretary, and to prepare the same in form for submission to the secretary, 
and, in the absence of the secretary, to act as secretary of the board. The 
duties of the librarian as treasurer of the board shall be to keep the financial 
account of the library, and to lay before the board at each regular meeting a 
statement of the amount in the treasury to its credit. He shall have the cus- 
tody of all moneys and accompanying papers of the board, and shall deliver 
the same to his successor upon the terniluation of bis term of office. All pay- 
ments of any sums in the custody and control of the board shall be made by 
checks of the librarian* countersigned by the president of the board. He ahaU 
give bond to the board in the penal sum of $2,500 for the faithful perfonuaiioe 
of his duties In connection with the custody and disbursement of money. 

Abt. XII. The duties of the librarian shall be as follows: To take chaifeiif 
the library and reading room, and he shall be responsible for the care and 
safety of the books and other public property contained therein; to submit to 
the board of trustees, and to the proper committees, measures for secarlng tko 
proper management and fullest efficiency of the library and readlni^ rocnn; to 
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obtain for the library public documents of all kinds, as well as the publications 
of libraries, library associations, and other bodies whose proceedings and re- 
ports may afford information of value to the board or the users of the library; 
to keep carefully arranged for the use of the board lists of new books and pnb- 
lications, both American and foreign; to prepare for the use of the board lists 
of books and periodicals required to complete sets, to fill out such departments 
as are deficient, and to supply the place of books which have been lost ; to keep 
a list of all books and publications donated to the library, stating the name and 
residence of the donor and date when received; to classify and arrange all 
books and publications as soon as received, and to keep the same catalogued 
according to such plan or plans as may be approved by the board; to report 
promptly all flagrant cases of theft, mutilation, or Injury of books and period- 
icals; to be resi)onsible for the presenatlon of order in the rooms, and to be 
present, so far as may be practicable, in the library during library honre; to 
exercise control over the library and rending room, and all employees of the 
board, and to promptly report to the trustees any delinquency on the part of 
the employees; to keep exact and detailed accounts of all moneys received from 
fines and other sources, and report the same monthly to the board at the regular 
meeting; to submit monthly a report of all books added to and loaned by the 
library; to prepare and submit to the board an annual report, giving a full 
account of the working of the library during the fiscal year; to discharge such 
other duties as fall within the province of librarian and may from time to time 
be prescribed by the board. 

Art.XIII. The standing committees of the board shall be as follows, ench con- 
sisting of three members, to be appointed by the president: A committee on 
books, on finance, on employees, on buildings, on rules, and on bookbinding and 
printing. 

Art. XIV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on books and the libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the selection, purchase, and ex- 
change of books and periodicals, the sale and exchange of duplicates, and of 
all old magazines and papers not kept for filing and binding; and said commit- 
tee shall make written recommendations to the board as to nil matters refernni 
to it. It shall be the duty of this committee to examine from time to time the 
books In the library, and to temporarily, pending the order of the board, exclude 
from circulation any and all books which it may deem offensive to good morals, 
and promptly after such action report the same to the board for its action. No 
purchase of books or periodicals to an amount exceeding $100 shall be made 
except by authority of the board — entered upon its record — and all purchases 
made under this rule shall be reported to the board nt Its next meeting. 

Art. XV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on finance shall be re- 
ferred all mattera relating to tbe library funds and all claims, and it shall audit 
all accounts, including the report of the librarian, provided for in Article XI, 
and if such claims, accounts, and reports are correct certify them to the board, 
and in any event report thereon with their recommendation. 

Art. XVI. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on employees and libra- 
rian ^all be referred all matters relating to the appointment, control, and re- 
muneration of employees of the library, who shall report thereon to the board for 
its action; and all matters relating to the appointment, control, and remunera- 
tion of the librarian shall be referred to said committee for Its report to the 
board for its action thereon. 

Art. XVII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on buildings shall 
be referred all mattera relating to the rental, construction, alteration, repair, 
furnishing, heating, and lighting of the building and branch buildings to be 
used for the purpose of the library for its report and recommendation. 

Art. XVIII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on rules shall be 
referred all matters relating to tbe rules for tbe government of tbe board, and 
to tbe same committee and the librarian shall be referred all mattera relating 
to the government of the library and Its employees, who shall promptly report 
thereon, with recommendations for the action of the board. 

Art. XIX. Unless otherwise ordered, to tbe committee on bookbinding and 
printing shall be referred all mattera relating to the binding and repair of books, 
the arrangement, printing, sale, and disposition of catalogues and finding lists, 
and statistics of circulation, and all mattera relathig to stamps, plates, labels, 
printed forms used In tbe library, and publications or printed matter issoed by 
mnthority of the board, for its report and recommendation. 
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Abt. XX. In addition to the above, such special committees may from time to 
time be appointed as the board nt its regular meeting slioll direct. 

Art. XXI. Ail reijorts of the committees shall be in writing and signed by the 
profier committee. A majority of any committee shall constitute a quorum 
thereof for the transaction of business. 

Art. XXII. The order of business at regular meetings of the board shall be: 

(1) Call of roll. 

(2) Reading of the minutes. 

(3) HeiK)rts of officers. 

( 4 ) Keiiorts of standing committees. 

(5) Keitortsof special committees. 
(G) Iteading of communications. 

(7) Presentation of claims. 

(8) Election of officers, when proper. 
(0) Unfinished business. 

(10) New business. 

Art. XXI 1 1. No money In the hands of the treasurer of the board shall be 
drawn from the treasury unless by special authority of the board* exceiit in the 
case of the purchase of books, not exceeding $100 In value, as provided in 
Article XIV. 

Art. XXI v. None of these regulations shall be amended until the said amend- 
ments have been proiyosed in writing to a regular meeting of the board, where- 
upon the succeeding regular meeting shall act uiK)n such amendments, and a 
majority vote of the whole l>oard of trustees shall be required to adopt such 
amendments. 

beotjlatioks fob use of lectvbe hall. 

The trustees have adopted the following resolution to govern the 
use of the library lecture hall : 

Resolved, That it Is declared to be the policy of the board of library trustees 
to confine the public use of the library's lecture room to free public lectures or 
dlwriisslons on unobjectionable topics of popular interest and educational 
tendency. 

That, in accordance with this policy, no charge, direct or indirect, shall be 
permitted to be made to the audience at such lectures or discussions, and tliat 
the apitlicant for permission to make such use of the lecture room shall be re- 
quired to announce through the local press that such lecture or discussion is free 
to the public and to invite the public attendance upon it. 

That applications for iierniisslun to use the lecture room shall be In writing, 
addressed to the board of library trustees, and shall set forth the facts coo- 
cernhig the nature of the proiiosed lecture or dlscui^slon and the pledges above 
rcH]uired In resiiect to It; that each api)licatlon shall bear the Indorsement of the 
librarian to the effect that the lecture room Is available for the requested use 
at the time designated; that such applications shall be considered and acted 
uiK)n by the board, on favoi-able report from the committee on building; and 
that in emergency cases where use of the lecture room is desired In advance 
of the next meeting of the board the president is authorized to grant the re- 
quested permission, If the written appllcntlon for such use in due form as above 
required is iiresented, with the favorable indorsements of the librarian and 
three members of the committee on building. 

beoulatioks fob use of stxtdy booms. 

Resolved, That it is declared to be the policy of the library trustees to confine 
the public use of the library's study rooms to the use by individuals or groape 
of individuals as places of quiet study. That, in accordance with this policy, 
the librarian is authorized to assign such study rooms to individuals, comuilt- 
tees, or clubs for limited i)eriods, in order that such Individuals, comiultteea^ or 
clubs may better avail themselves of the resources of the libniry by bavinf 
books, iierlodloils, etc., sent to such study rooms on request. That such study 
rooms shall not be used by clubs having a regular order of business or any pio- 
. grammes that are not closely connected with the study of the books and 
periodicals of the library. 



BEPOBT OF BOARD OF TBU8TEES FUBUC UBBABY. 71 



UBBABY BITLES. 

The following are the rules adopted for the government of the use 
of the library, as amended to the date of the publication of this 
report : 

Article 1. Tbe library sball be open for the delivery and return of booics and 
for rending and reference every weels dny from a. m. to p. ui., July 4 aiid 
Deceniher 25 excepted. The library shall be open for reading and reference 
cver^' Sunday from 2 to p. m. 

Art. 2. All pei*8ous who are permanent or temporary residents of the District 
of Columbia, including as tem])orary residents those who have regular business 
or employment in the District, shall be entitled to tbe privileges of the lliirary, 
including the ufc of boolcs contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, 
by signing the proper application and agreement. Applications must be signed 
In jierson at the library and must be renewed every three years. 

Akt. 3. Minors under 18 yeai'S of age will be required to furnish the written 
consent and guaranty of parent, guardian, or some ijerson satisfactory to the 
librarian. 

Art. 4. Temporary residents not owning real estate or regularly employe<l or 
doing buslneps in the District of Columl)la shall furnish a guaranty of some 
ref^ident satisfactory to the librarian, or shall, at the discretion of the lll>rariau« 
make a de|)osit of $5. this sum to be increased. If In the opinion of the librarian, 
the value of the IkxiIvS borrowed exceeds that sum. On suri-ender of airds 
issued on such deiKislts, the sums so deposited shall, after deducting uuiuild 
diarges or cost of replacing l>ooks lost or damaged, be refunded. 

Art. 5. Each person entitled to draw l)ooks from the library will be supplied 
witli two cards Inscrliied with his or her name, residence, and register number. 
These cards must be presented whenever a book is taken, returned, or renewed. 
If lost cards will be replaced upon payment of 10 cents after seven days. Im- 
meillate notice of a change of residence must be given at the library. The reg- 
istered holder of a card is in all cases resiionsible for lK)oks drawn by means of 
the card, by whomsoever presented, and for all charges accrued on the same. 
Books and magazines may not l)e transferred from one reader's card to another. 
No card shall be lent outside the household of the holder. Both reader's card 
and book are stamped with the date they are due. 

Art. 6. One book may he taken out at a time on each card and retained two 
weeks (except those lalieled "Seven-day book"). Two or more volumes, if of 
the same book, will be considered as one book. They may be renewed once for 
the same i)eriod, unless reserved l)y other persons in the meantime. A magazine 
may be drawn on a white card in addition to a book. Books of recent purchase, 
very fiopular books, and current magazines are called "Seven-day books.** 
(These books have the notice on the inside and outside cover, and may not be 
renewed.) 

Art. 7. Books may be renewed by mail by sending the reader's card (on which 
tbe book was drawn), the author and title of the book, and tbe call nundier, 
which will be found on the pocket on the back cover of the book. If the return 
of the cards is desired, a self -addressed stamped envelo[)e should be inclosed. 
Books may not be renewed by telephone. After one renewal a book may not be 
taken out again by the same liorrower or by any other member of the same 
household, until it has remained on the library shelves for twenty-four hours. 

Art. 8. Any book in tbe library (except Action and seven-day books) may be 
reserved by the payment of 2 centa Pay duplicate copies of new fiction may 
also be reserved. 

Art. 9. Books of reference and those deemed by the library committee or libra- 
rian unsuitable for general circulation shall not be loaned for home use, except 
upon special permission of the committee or librarian. Such books will be 
designated In printed catalogues by the abbreviation " Ref." and In card cata- 
logues by the words " Reference book, does not circulate*' stamped on the face 
of tbe card. 

Art. 10. A charge of 2 cents a day for each book will be made for books kept 
orertime. No charge will be made for days on which the library is not open for 
the circulation of books for home use. Borrowers must take notice of the ex- 
piration of the time allowed. After five days* delinquency a notice will be sent. 
At the expiration of two weeks from the date the book is due (if It 1& las^ 
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returned) a messenger will be sent for It, who shall have authority to collect 
the amount accrued and an additional fee of 20 cents for such messenger service. 
No claim to exemption can be established because of failure of any notice to or 
from the library. No book will be delivered to persons allowing such changes 
to remain unpaid. Whenever a borrower will not pay such charges as may be 
against him, his guarantor will be held responsible. 

Art. 11. Books are not to be exchanged the same dny they are taken out, 
unless mistakes have been made by the library attendants. 

Abt. 12. If any borrower lose or materially injure a book, paper, or magazine 
belonging to the library he shall pay the cost of replacement If the book so 
lost or injured be part of a set he shall pay for the entire set, and may there- 
upon receive the remaining volumes ns his property. A book retained for more 
than four weeks shall be considered lost, and the person detaining It, shall, in 
addition to accrued fines, pay the full cost of replacing such book. 

Art. 13. A neglect to comply with any of these rules shall work a forfeiture of 
the privileges of the librnry. 

Art. 14. Tenchers* cards may be issued, on which 10 books other than seven- 
day books of fiction, relating to their work in school, moy be drawn at a time 
and retained 28 days without renewal. Normal school students* cards may be 
issued, on which 5 books, other than fiction, relating to their work In school, 
mny be drawn at a time and retained 28 days without renewal. Books issued 
on teachers* and normal school students* cards are subject to recall If required 
by other readers. 

Art. 15. The librarian may, at his discrotion, cause to be issued special-privi- 
lege cards, entitling readers, who satisfy him of their need for such special 
privileges, to 10 or more books other thnn fiction and recent purchases, for use 
in pursuing courses of reading. Such privileges may be withdrawn at any time 
at the discretion of the librarian. 

Art. 16. Works of special rarity and value shall be consulted only at the dis- 
cretion of the llbrarinn. 

Art. 17. The reader's card must be surrendered at the library when the holder 
ceases to be a resident of the District of Columbia. 

Art. 18. No library book or periodical shall be removed from the building 
without formal record. 

Art. 19. All books and periodicals belonging to the library may be used in the 
library building by any suitable person, in such places and under such conditions 
as may be prescribed by the officer in charge of the reading room or of the de- 
partment to which the book belongs. In all cases such books, periodicals, and 
other works must be returned to the desk before the borrower leaves the room 
where they are used. 

Art. 20. The use of Inks is not permitted in the reading rooms. Writing In 
books or marking the same is strictly prohibited under penalty of law. 

Art. 21. No dogs or other animals shall be permitted in the building. 

Art. 22. The use of tobacco, or the eating of viands of any kind, and all con- 
versation or other conduct Inconsistent with the quiet and orderly use of the 
library are prohibited In all parts of the library building. 

Art. 23. Men and boys shall remove their hats and remain uncovered within 
the building. 

Art. 24. These rules may be amended by a vote of a majority of the tmstees 
at any regular meeting of the board. 

SECTION 849, UNITED STATES REVISED STATTTTSS. 

Stealing or injuring books, and so forth, — Any person who shall steal, wrong- 
fully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy any book, pamphlet, or manascript, 
or any portion thereof belonging to the Library of Congress, or to any public 
library In the District of Columbia, whether the property of the United States or 
of the District of Columbia or of any Individual or corporation In said District, 
or who shall steal, wrongfully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy any book, 
pamphlet, document, manuscript, print, engraving, medal, newspaper, or work «l 
art, the property of the United States, shall be held guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall, when the ofTense Is not otherwise iinnlsbable 
by some statute of the United States, be punished by a fine of not less than tes 
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment fbr not Um 
than one month nor more than one year, or both, for every such offense. 
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REPORT 



OP THB 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Waahinoton, D. C, September SO^ 1910, 

Gentlemen: The figures of last year suggest that the inade- 
lacy in numbers of the library force (which has remained almost 
ichanged during three years of extraordinary growth in the 
3rary^ operations), the constant shifting in personnel of the force 
used by numerous resignations from underpaid positions, and the 
ihire to increase adequately the net additions to the book stock are 
last affecting the library's ability to meet the PJjblic demands and 
'6 retarding its growth in public usefulness. The activity of the 
^rary, as measured by home circulation, which has up to this time 
corded very large percentage gains over the preceding year in every 
lar of the library^s existence and which increased 23 per cent in 
08-9 over the previous year, gained in 1909-10 only 2 per cent over 
08-9. The conditions in respect to library force and book stock 
ive had a tendency to congest and hamper the operations of the 
ntral library and to check the normal enlarjgement of circulation 
rough the establishment of necessary deposit stations and minor 
anch libraries. 



THE year's PR0GBE6S. 



The notable progress of the year has been, therefore, not in extend- 
g the benefits of the library to many thousands of new readers, but 
increasing the measure and degree of its usefulness within the 
les of an almost stationary circulation. The improvement has 
en in the quality rather than in the quantity of its beneficial work, 
istead of presenting, as in the past, remarkable percentages of 
owth in miscellaneous book lending, this year's record shows great 
ins only in special branches of circulation, as in the industrial de- 
rtment (where the increase over the previous year was 31 per cent) 
id in that of mounted pictures, in which the circulation was 63,788, 
I increase of about 50 per cent over the preceding year. The con- 
lued extension and improvement of the mdustrial department, the 
rther enlargement of tne open-shelf space, and the issuing and cir- 
ting of select lists of books on special topics of current or general 
terest have been factors in swelling the percentage of nonfiction 
aiding at the library, and in increasing the library's practical use- 
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fulness. The percentage of fiction circulation has decreased in the 
last six years from 84 to 62 per cent, not at all as the result of any 
policy of discouittgin^ the reading of the best fiction, but as a con- 
sequence of the librarian's policy of making available as far as pos- 
siole to a constantly widening constituency the best nonfiction books 
on every subject of human interest. 

The library now numbers over 121,000 volumes; the number of 
registered borrowers is 51,204; the home circulation (of books alone) 
during the year was 603,061 ; and the adult attendance in the refer- 
ence and useful arts rooms was 154,728. 

TAKOMA PABK BRANCH LIBRARY. . 

The action of Congress in passing at the last session the Takoma 
Park Branch Library bill is noted with profound satisfaction. After 
seven years success has rewarded the eflforts of thoughtful legislators 
in both Houses of Congress who have ably advocated this meritorious 
legislation and to whom a debt of gratitude from the community 
is due. 

The branch library law reads as follows : 

(Public — No. 115.) 

(S. 4624.) 

AN ACT To authorise the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to accept donatioiis 
of money and land for the establishment of a branch library in the District of Colambia, 
to establish a commission to supervise the erection of a branch library bnUdlng in nid 
District, and provide for the suitable maintenance of said branch. 

Be it enacted Ity the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled. That the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia be, and they are hereby, authorized to accept from Andrew Carnegie 
a donation not less than thirty thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting a 
suitable branch library building in Takoma Parle, subject to the approval of 
the commissioners and the public library trustees, and to accept conveyance of 
unencumbered land considered suitable by the said commissioners and library 
trustees as a site for a branch library for Takoma Park. And authority is 
hereby conferred upon a commission, to consist of the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia, the chairman of the committee on branch libraries of 
the library trustees, and the librarian of the public library of the District of 
Columbia, to supervise the erection of said branch library building: Provided, 
That such branch library building shall not be opened for public use until 
Congress shall hereafter provide for the necessary expenses of maintaining said 
branch library when the same shall be completed and ready for such use: And 
provided further. That the appropriation for such expenses shall not exceed in 
any one year the sum of ten per centum of the total cost of such building. 

Approved, April 4, 1910. 

In accordance with the provisions of this law the commissioners 
and library trustees have declared that thejr consider suitable the site 
for a branch library donated by public-spirited citizens of Takoma 
Park and the commissioners have accepted the same. The commis- 
sioners have also, in accordance with the law, accepted from Andrew 
Carnegie a donation of $40,000, the amount necessary for erecting 
the branch librar)^ building considered suitable and approved by the 
commissioners and library trustees. The commission created by the 
law has organized and is now engaged in supervising the erection of 
the branch library building. Architects have been secured, plans 
have been prepared, and it is expected that the building will be ready 
for use by July 1, 1911. 
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^ The limitation of the maintenance appropriation of the branch 
library to 10 per cent of the cost of the building, considered in connec- 
tion with Mr. Carnegie's requirement that the maintenance provision 
shall be at least 10 per cent of that cost, apparently renders it essential 
that the maintenance appropriation shail be made in a lump sum, 
amounting to exactly 10 per cent of the cost of the building, leaving 
this amount to be apportioned among the branch library s mainte- 
nance needs in the discretion of the trustees, as the library's contin- 
fent fund is now expended. In no other way, apparently, can the 
ual requirement be met with absolute certainty. 

Congress should be urged in future branch library legislation to 
omit this limitation, whicn reduces the maintenance provision some- 
what below the percentage which experience has demonstrated to be 
wise in the case of other public libraries, and which ties the hands of 
the succeeding Congresses, upon whom the duty and responsibility 
of making suitable maintenance provision for the branch library 
will fall. 

The branch library legislation was most progressive and encour- 
aging in its promise of great future circulation growth to the library. 
But branch library establishment through congressional enactment 
in accordance with the terms of Mr. Carnegie's gift will, as experience 
suggests, be a slow process, and no effort should be neglected to secure 
in Uie meanwhile the larger book stock and the increased library 
force which will render possible the establishment, outside of Mr. 
Carnegie's beneficence, ox deposit stations and minor branches at 
points where they are most needed. 

This increase of centers of distribution is most essential in the full 
development of the library work among school children, a peculiar 
and exclusive function of the public library as a supplement of the 
educational system of the District. The children's room has been 
removed from the basement to spacious, well-lighted, and attractive 
quarters on the second floor of the library building, a trained super- 
visor of work with the schools has been provided, and the trustees 
have high hopes of a notable development of this important branch 
of the library's usefulness. 

UBRART ENDOWMENTS NEEDED. 

The special needs of the library are, in brief, a larger and better 
paid force and more books. The latter need can and should be met 
in part by private donation and endowment. The fact that Mr. 
Carnegie's beneficence has provided the attractive shell in which the 
library is housed should not deter other benefactors from strength- 
ening by gift and by legacy the library itself. The donation of 
money to create or maintain special collections of books or other 
publications, bearing the donor's name, is of frequent occurrence in 
other cities, and a tempting opportunity for such benefactions is 
offered in the case of the Washington Public Library. To what better 
use could a portion of the surplus money of the wealthy and benefi- 
cent be put nian to endow the children's room, or the school work, or 
the industrial department, or to maintain a newspaper room like the 
Todd benefaction in the Boston Public Library? It is not intended 
to imply that our library has been entirely neglected in this respect. 
It has received valuable donations of both money and books, and two 



8 



BEPOBT OF BOABD OF TBUSTEES PUBLIO UBBABY. 



small endowments. The librarian indicates in his report that the 
library has been remembered in several wills recently made. The 
strengthening of the library by donation or by legacy is conmiended 
by the trustees to public-spirited Washingtomans. 

WANTM) — ^LARGER FORCE, MORE BOOEJ9. 

The main reliance of the library in the matter of its book-needs as 
well as in respect to an adequate library force must be, of course, in 
larger ap//ropriations by Congress. Kesignations from the force 
(in most cases to accept better-paid positions in other libraries), 
though not in so great percentage as in the preceding year or in the 
year before that, have been sufficiently large (26 per cent'i in tiie year 
]ust ended to emphasize afresh the contention tnat inaaequate com- 
pensation causes the library to be drained annually of a large frac- 
tion of its experienced employees, to its own injury and to the detri- 
ment of the community. Special consideration is asked by the trus- 
tees for the estimate or increase in the salary of the accomplished and 
efficient librarian. 

A justification of the library estimates in their entirety as submit- 
ted, considered in their equitable relation to other municipal ex- 
penses, is contained in the letter of the trustees transmitting tne esti- 
mates to the commissioners, a copy of which is hereto appended. 

Explanation of the separate items of the estimates will be found 
in the notes embodied in the estimates. 

LIBRARY ESTIMATES FOR NEXT TEAR. 

The Public Library estimates for 1911-12, as submitted by the 
library trustees to the Commissioners of the District, are as follows: 

EstvmaUsfor IBll-lt. 



LIBRABT AND BUILOINO FOKCB. 



Librarian 

Note.— The trustees believe that the salary of the librarian should be fixed 
at 15,000 per annum. This sum Is required to make the salary commenaurate 
with the services rendered and to put It on a oar with the salaries paid to chief 
librarians of other municipal libraries of equal rank. 

Assistant librarian 

Note.— The estimated sum is required in order to retain an officer of suffi- 
cient ability to perform the administrative duties of this position. 

Chief, circulating department , 

Note.— The large and growing circulation and the numerous force of this 
department Involve heavy responsibilities. 

Children 's li brarlan 

Note.— The largely increased responsible work of this department justifies 
this increase of salary. 

Librarian's secretary 

Note.— The responsibilities of the position of business officer or chief clerk 
require that it be increased to the amount originally estimated. 

Reference librarian 

Note.— The growth of the work of this department and the quality of the 
service rendered require this Increase for Its cnlef. 

Chief of the order department 

Note.— The volume and complexity of the book-order work require an 
adequately paid chief having business ability and knowledge of books, their 
prices, etc. 

Chief, useful arts department 

Note.— The success of this new department and the importance of the servloe 
Jtistlfy and require a well-educated and trahied chief. 




Esttntatsi 
lOU-12. 



13,500 



1,500 
1,200 
1,000 
900 
1,000 



15,000 

1,800 

1,J 
1,000 
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Estimates for 1911-12 — Continued. 



UBKABT AND BuiLDDfO FOBCX— Continued. 



Municipal reference librarian 

Note.— The oommlasionerB desire that the important work of collecting and 
indexing material regardlnf municipal administration be systematically under- 
taken at the District bullolng. This should be carried on as a branch of the 
PubUc Library. 

Aasistant in charge of work for the blind 

Note.— Books for the blind have been tnmsferred from the Library of Con- 
gress to this library. The readings and entertainments for the blind formerly 
£ven at the Library of Congress are now conducted in the Public Library 
sture room. As the work for the local blind persons falls more appropriately 
In the field of the District library, the assistant in charge of such work should 
be transferred from the Library of Congress roll. This b, therefore, not a new 
salary, but a transfer from the legislative bill. 
Aasistant 



Approprlar 
tk>n 19^11. 



Two assistants, at S900 each 

Note.— One assistant at this salary Is needed to be first assistant in the 

, drculatlng department. As the hours during which the department is open 
are long, the first assistant must approximate the chief In administrative 
abilitv. Another assistant of this graae is needed to take charge of the peri- 
odical department. 

Four assistants, at S720 each 

Seven assistants, at 1720 each. 

Note.— One of these new assistants is needed to supervise the bindery work 
and one as first assistant in the book-order department and one in the children's 
department. 

Four assistants, at S600 each 

Five assistants, at SJBOO each 

M Note.— The extra assistant at this rate is needed in the work with schools. 

Three assistants, at $540 each. 

Coi 



yist. 



uop 

Chief, catalogue department 

^i NOTE.— The volume and grade of work that is being done require an officer 
of high technical skill and good administrative ability to cope with it. At 
least 15 cataloguers holding subordinate positions in local libraries receive as 
much as, er more than, the estimated salary. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Note.— In order to keep current cataloguing work up to date and to issue 
bulletins and class catalogues, this increase in the catalogue force is needed. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Three temporary cataloguers, at $540 each 

Three cataloguers, at $5HK) each 

Note.— To cut these cataloguers out because called "temporary" would 

demoralise the work of the library. There is no prospect that they can be 

spared, and they should appear in the appropriation as a part of the permanent 

force. 

Stenographer and typewriter 

Two stenographers and typewriters, at $720 each 

Note.— The increase of correspondence and other clerical work makes this 

additional assistant necessary. 

Two assistants, at $480 each 

Two attendants, at $600 each 

Note.— The increasing work of the issue department and the importance of 

raising the quality of the service make necessary these positions. 

Six attendants, at $540 each 

Five attendants, at $480 each 

Collator. 



Two messengers, at $480 each 

Three messengers, at $480 each 

Note.— The rapidly increasing work of delivering books to schools and 

stations and the collection of books not returned by borrowers, make another 

messenger necessary. 

Ten pages, at $360 each 

Two janitors, at $480 each 

Three Janitors, at $480 each 

Note.— It is impossible to keep the building and books clean with the present 

janitor force. 
Engineer. 



Note.— Tiie services of the intelliffent man now holding this position are 
so valuable to the library as to justuy the further increase recommended for 
the last three years. 
Fireman 



Workman 

Note.— The man holding this position is, because of his mechanical ability, 
so valuable to the library as to justify better payment for his services. 

LIbrarv guard 

Two Cloakroom attendants, at $360 each 

Six charwomen, at $180 each 



Total for salaries. 



Estimates 
1911-12. 



$1,000 



2,880 



2,400 



1,620 
480 



900 



720 

600 

1,620 



720 



960 



3,240 

2,400 

480 

960 



3,600 
960 



1,060 



720 
480 



720 

720 

1,080 



$1,200 



1,200 



1,000 
1,800 



5,040 



8,000 

1,620 

480 

1,500 



900 

840 



720 
600 



1,620 



1,440 



900 
1,200 



3,240 

2,400 

480 



1,440 

3,600 
'i,'446 

1,200 



720 
600 



720 

720 

1,060 
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E8timaU$for 1911-12 — Contmued. 



SPXaAL SEBYICX8. 

For the employment of substitutes and other special and temporary service, 
at the discTotlon of the librarian 

For keeping the library open 52 Sundays, 2 to 9 p. m.; 5 holidays, 9 a. m. to 
9 p. m.; and for extra services on Saturday afternoons in July, August, and 

September 

Note.— The present appropriation is not sufficient to provide for the home 
circulation of books on Sundays. This is regarded as dedrable. 

BOOKS, BINDINO, CONTINOENT, ETC. 

For purchase of books 

Note.— The increase is required to meet demands caused by the increase in 
circulation, the need of extensive duplication, the demand for many techno- 
Ic^cal books, the desirability of extendizig the system of circulation through 
the schools, tne increased cost of books, andthe need of extending the periodic 
list. 

For binding 

Note.— The increase in circulation and the increasingly poor quality of 
publishers' bindings render the additional amount nrcessary. 

Hereafter the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are authorised to 
enter into contract or contracts for binding books for the Public Library for 
periods not exceeding three years, subject to annual appropriations of Congress, 
under such conditions and specifications as they may prescribe. 

Note.— It Is believed that more favorable contracts can be secured by assur- 
ing continuous work to a contractor for a longer period than one year. 

For fliel, lighting, fitting up building, including lunch-room equipment, main- 
tenance of one motor-cycle, and other contingent expenses 

For fuel, lighting, fitting up building, including lunch-room equipment, pur- 
chase and maintenance of motor-cycles, and other contingent expenses 

f- Note.— The work of delivering books to the public schools, stations, etc., has 
grown to such proportions that at least two motor-cycles are needed. 



Total. 



Appro 
tionlon^-lL 



$1,000 
1,700 

7,fi00 



3,fi00 



8,000 



61,140 



1911-12. 



tl,000 
2,00 

15,000 



4,000 



8,000 



87,300 



Summary of estimated increases. 

New officers asked for: 

Chief, order department $1,200 

Chief, useful arts department 1,200 

Municipal reference librarian 1,200 

Assistant in charge of work for blind 1, 200 

Chief, catalogue department 1,500 

Cataloguer 840 

Stenographer and typewriter 720 

Two assistants, at $900 each 1,800 

Three assistants, at $720 each 2, 160 

Assistant 600 

Two attendants, at $600 each 1,200 

Messenger 480 

Janitor 480 

Increases of salaries asked for : ^^ "** 

Librarian 1, 500 

Assistant librarian 800 

Librarian's secretary 100 

Reference librarian 200 

Children's librarian 200 

Chief, circulating department 800 

Engineer 120 

Workman 120 

Other Increases asked for : ' *• °'^ 

Sunday opening 800 

Purchase of books 7, BOO 

Binding ^. BOO 

8,800 

Total increases asked for 26,220 

Theodore W. Notes, 
President of Library Trustees. 
The Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 
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Washington, June 10^ 1910. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to forward herewith the detailed 
estimates for maintaining the Free Public Library during the fiscal 
year 1912 as adopted by the library trustees. In addition to the 
arguments contained in notes under each item of increase, the trustees 
desire to bring the following considerations to your attention : 

In due course we shall fi)rward our annual report covering the 
fiscal year 1910. This will show the constant growth of the work 
of the library and the steady improvement in the quality and utility 
of its service. It will also show that the only reason why the work 
has not made more rapid progress is the fact that C!onffress has lat- 
terly all but ceased to increase our appropriations. This has com- 
pelled us to expand the service slowly or not at all instead of rapidly, 
m response to demands and observed needs. Inability to increase our 
force and pay better salaries results in numerous resignations, with 
consequent lowered eflSciency. 

Until last year the commissioners were accustomed to approve the 
library estimates as adopted by the library trustees. Last year, how- 
ever, after submitting our estimates, we were called upon by the 
commissioners to scale them down far below our needs, on the theory, 
doubtless, that the recently enacted law limiting the total estimates 
equitably required this radical reduction in the library estimates. 
We submit, as an argument for forwarding our estimates intact this 

J^ear, in addition to the demonstration that they represent only the 
ibrary's actual needs, a statement showing that, as compared with 
other most progressive American municipalities, Washington's public 
library expenditures form a dispropoitionately small part of the 
expenditures of the District. 

Washington devotes 0.57 per cent of its total appropriation to the 
Public Library, according to the district auditor's unpublished tables, 
and 0.7 per cent of its " general and special service expenses " to the 
library, according to Census Bureau special report, " Statistics of 
cities having a population of over 30,000 in 1907," page 360. 

Out of the 15 largest cities of the United States, census tables, 
1907, group I (population of 300,000 or over), of which Washington 
is given as fifteenth, only one has a smaller percentage of expenditures 
for libraries (San Francisco, 0.6 per cent) and two (Baltimore and 
New Orleans) the same percentage, 0.7 per cent. Other cities in this 
group run from 0.8 per cent, St. Louis, to Cincinnati and Cleveland, 
2.3 per cent each; and Pittsburg, 2.6 per cent; and include Buffalo, 
Detroit, and Milwaukee, 1.6 per cent each. The average of the group 
is 1.3 per cent. 

Of cities in Group II (population 100,000 to 300,000) , two, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., and Richmond, Va., have no public libraries. All others 
spend for libraries from 0.8 per cent (Providence) to 3 per cent 
(Grand Rapids). Newark, Syracuse, and Fall River each spend 1.6 
per cent and Minneapolis and Indianapolis, 1.8 per cent. The average 
of the ^oup is 1.4 per cent. 

Of cities in Group III (population 50,000 to 100,000) , only two 
(Evansville, Ind., 0.3 per cent and Norfolk, Va., 0.6 per cent) spend 
a less proportion than Washington. Others range from 0.8 per cent 
(Savannan, Yonkers, and Houston) to 3.2 per cent (Springfield, 
Mass.). Tne average of this group is also 1.4 per cent. 
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In the face of such figures the Washington Public Library has not 
been and is not now presenting unwarranted estimates. If for the 
fiscal year 1907 (the year on which the Census Bureau^s special re- 
port is based) we had secured the full amount of our estimates for 
that year of $66,280 (instead of the actual appropriation of $47,260) 
that estimated sum plus our expenditures from fines of $4,804 (a 
total of $71,084), would have been but 0.95 per cent of the District's 
outlays for " general and special service expenses " of 1907 as given 
in the CensuslBureau tables. 

Had the Washington Public Library received the full amount of 
its original estimates of $85,480 for 1911 and should it also expend 
an average sum from receipts from fines of $5,000, its total expendi- 
tures of $90,480 would be but 0.85 per cent of the total District ex- 
penses of $10,608,045 for 1911 and 1.2 per cent of $7.434,30a— the 
sum given in the Census Bureau tables as the District's outlay for 
"general and special service expenses" in 1907. But the District 
auditor states that it may be conservatively estimated that not less 
than $8,000,000 of the 1911 outlays will be devoted to " general and 
special service expenses." On that basis $90,480 would be but 1.13 
per cent of the total maintenance expenses. 

If the librarv's full estimates of $87,360 for 1912 should be appro- 
priated, and the library should also expend $5,000 of fine money, 
and should the district appropriations tor 1912 be the same as for 
1911 ($10,608,045) the library^s expenses would be but 0.87 per cent 
of the total District expenses. Moreover, our expenses would still 
be but 1.15 per cent of $8,000,000, the District auditor's conservative 
estimate for " general and special service expenses." 

As the District's estimates for 1912 will surely not fall below 
$11,000,000 the Public Library's estimates should not, we urge, be 
cut down in advance of being sent to Congress. If the librarps ex- 
penditures should be increased so as to average those of the cities of 
its class, that is, 1.3 per cent of the total " general and special service 
expenses," and if for 1912 the figures of 1907 ($7,434^03) should 
obtain, the library's expenditures would be $96^645. If, as seems 
more likely, according to the auditor, the District devotes not 
less than $8,000,000 (out of a total appropriation approximating 
$11,000,000) to " general and special service expenses *' the library 
should be enabled to expend as its share not less than $104,000, in 
order to put it on a par with the average of the cities of its class. 
Using the same basis of $8,000,000, if its percentage of expenditures 
should be made to equal those of Buffalo. Detroit, and Milwaukee 
(1.6 per cent), it would spend $128,000 on the library; if it patterned 
after Cleveland and Cincinnati (2.3 per cent), it woula devote 
$184,000 to library purposes. 

In the face of these comparative figures it seems to the library 
trustees that our estimates, even though they represent an increase 
of $26,220 over our appropriation for 1911, are moderate and should, 
as a matter of justice to the important municipal enterprise we 
represent, have the indorsement of the commissioners and^be sent 
to Confess with the full advantage of your approval. 
V ery respectfully, yours, 

Theodore W. Notes, 
President Library Trustees. 

The Commissioners of the District or Columbia, 

WasMngton, Z>. O. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 



Washington, August i, 1910. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to present my report of the work 
of the library for the fiscal year endea June 30, 1910, comprising the 
sixth year of my service in Washington. 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING TAKOMA PARK BRANCH. 

The event of the year that stands out with greatest prominence, 
and the one that oners most hope for the future progress of the 
library, is the enactment by Congress, seven years after the introduc- 
tion of the bill, of the law authorizing the erection of a Carnegie 
branch library building at Takoma Park. Similar bills had several 
times been passed by the Senate, but had failed of passage by the 
House. When the bill was finally passed by that body the temper of 
the debate seemed to indicate that legislation authorizing the accept- 
ance of the money offered by Mr. Carnegie for a system of branch 
libraries for the District would hereafter be readily enacted. At any 
rate the principle of accepting money from Mr. Carnegie for public 
library buildings for the District, first adopted by Congress m the 
case of the central library, has been reaffirmed by the passage of this 
new legislation. 

It is to be regretted that in enacting the Takoma Park branch- 
library law Congress saw fit to limit the maximum annual appropria- 
tions for maintenance expenses to 10 per cent of the cost of the build- 
ing. Judging by the experience of other municipal branch-library 
systems, where the maintenance expenses of branch libraries are often 
15 per cent or more of the cost of the buildings, the usefulness of the 
branch is likely to be limited by this restriction. It will probably 

f)rove necessary to keep it open less than the full hours of the central 
ibrary. It is desirable that this limitation be removed and that legis- 
lation for later branches shall not contain a similar limitation. 

The law established a building commission composed of the 
Commissioners of the District, the chairman of the committee on 
branch libraries, and the librarian. Messrs. Marsh & Peter, of this 
city, have been retained as architects. The plans are well under way 
and the contracts will soon be advertised for. The erection of the 
building will be supervised by the municipal architect. It is hoped 
to have the branch ready for use by July 1, 1911. Mr. Carnegie has 
allotted $40,000 for the erection of the building. 

SUMMARY OF THE TEAr's RECORD. 

That the appropriations for library maintenance have remained 
almost unchanged for the last three years has at last had its effect on 

IB 
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the statistics of library use. Instead of large gains in hcHne circu- 
lation and other figures indicative of library use, such as have been 
shown in former reports, the statistics for last year are only slightly 
in excess of the previous year. The book stock grew from 114,364 
volumes to 121,077 volumes; the home circulation was increased from 
591,704 volumes to 603,061 volumes; or, if music rolls (circulated in 
1908-9, but not last year) and mounted pictures are included, the 
totals of home circulation are 646,201 pieces for 1908-9 and 666,844 
for the past year. Including books only, the increase in circulation is 
less than 2 per cent; incluaing all circulation, the increase is 3 per 
cent. 

The reports of a number of the larger American municipal libraries 
are showing decreases in circulation for the past vear. Such decreases 
are attributed in some quarters to improved industrial conditions, re- 
sulting in less time for reading; also it is thought that the cheap 
moving-picture shows are proving powerful rivals of books. The 
former of these causes is only slightly applicable to nonindustrial 
Washington; the latter is undoubtedly an active force in this city. 
However, it is but slight consolation to know that many other munic- 
ipal public libraries report decreases in circulation and that this 
library a little more than holds its own, when it is confidently be- 
lieved that with larger appropriations for books and service even 
our central library, though its service is often somewhat congested, 
could probably have circmated more books; and it would undoubtedly 
have been possible to roll up large figures of circulation with a sjrs- 
tem of branches either in Carnegie buildings or in rented quarters. 
Moreover, even the deposit stations, which uiis year show a decrease 
in circulation, could have been multiplied, and all would probably 
have distributed an increased number of books had it been possible 
to furnish them with adequate supplies of books and to conduct them 
by paid assistants instead of by volunteers as has always been nec- 
essary. 

With practically stationary appropriations, it was not expected that 
there would be an increase in library use, and with present limita- 
tions efforts to that end would be ill advised. Instead, the main 
endeavor of the past year has been in the direction of intensive 
work — better coordination and improved service to the public. The 
following report of the librarian, together with the subjoined re- 
ports of chiefs of library departments, covers some of the most im- 
portant of these efforts for better service, with emphasis on new 
methods. 

HOME CIRCULATION. 

In the family of Washington libraries the typical and most essen- 
tial work of the Public Library is probably that of home circulation, 
though in spite of the presence of the Library of Congress and the 
departmental libraries, the reference work of this library, mentioned 
elsewhere, is constantly increasing and becoming both absolutely and 
relatively more important. The grand total figures of home circu- 
lation of 666,844 for the last year include 603,061 volumes and 63,783 
mounted pictures. The circulation of books included 548,491 volumes 
from the central library, 24,872 volumes from 13 deposit stations (in- 
cluding 3 Sunday schools) , and 29,698 volumes from public schools 
and playgrounds. A comparison of these totals with those of 1903-4 
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(the year preceding the administration of the present librarian) 
shows an increase from 278,188 to 603,061, or 117 per cent, if boom 
onlj are considered, or to 666^844, or 140 per cent, if pictures also 
are included. (See report of circulation department, pp. 28-32.) 

THE QUALTrr OF READINO. 

That the quality of the reading done is constantly improving is 
apparent to any observer, thoujgh most of the evidences that this is 
true can not be shown by statistics. No opinion is here registered 
that a falling percentage of fiction circulation is necessarily an indi- 
cation of improvement in the literary taste of library users. It is true 
that the library has always furnished an abundant supply of the best 
fiction, new as well as classic. At the same time as a result, it is be- 
lieved, of the effort to make available to a constantly widening con- 
stituency the best books on every subject of human interest, the per- 
c^itage of fiction circulated has gone steadily downward from 84 
(1903-4) to 62 for 1909-10. Notwithstanding the fact that there 
has not only been no discrimination against fiction, but rather a con- 
sistent effort to make it completely available to readers, for the first 
time the amount of fiction drawn shows not only a relative but an 
actual decrease. The figures are 365,598 volumes of fiction taken 
from the central library in 1908-9 and 356,361 volumes in 1909-10. 
It is also interesting to point out that whereas the total increase of 
book circulation since 1903-4 was 117 per cent, the increase of fiction 
has been but 53 per cent 

Among the factors that have also influenced the reading have been 
the further enlargement of the open-shelf space, the continued exten- 
sion and improvement of the inaustrial department, the issuing of a 
large number of brief select lists on special topics of current or gen- 
eral interest, the sending of such lists and even post-card notices cov- 
ering single books to persons thought to be interested in certain 
classes of literature, the encouragement of the habit on the part of 
readers of recommending books for purchase and the prompt acquisi- 
tion of such books wherever possible, and the intelligent help and 
guidance given by the assistants at the bureau of information to 
readers wanting books for home use. j[ See report of the circulation 
department, p. 32; bureau of information report, p. 37; also special 
report on publicity, pp. 52-54.) 

REGISTRATION. 

At the close of the year 51,204 readers were registered as borrow- 
ers. During the year there were 13,476 memberships canceled and 
14,274 registrations. Besides these regular memberships, 493 ten- 
book cards were issued to teachers (including Sunday school teach- 
ers), 92 privilege cards to persons carrying on special studies, and 80 
to strangers on $5 deposits. Separate figures of the sex of adults reg- 
istered were again kept ; 58 per cent are women and 42 per cent men. 
(For further details of registration, see pp. 31-32.) 

BEFERENCE DEPABTMENT. 

The report of the reference librarian shows that the collections of 
that department are constantly being improved and that its service 
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is being increased. A new enterprise of the past year has been the 
compilation by correspondence of a card directory of the literary, 
musical and other organizations of the District It is designed to 
keep this up-to-date and to extend its scope as rapidly as possible so 
that it will include aU kinds of local organizations. It is already 

E roving useful in the library's publicity work and is often consulted 
y readers. Organizations are also invited to send club programs, 
yearbooks and ouier printed matter. 

In view of the existence of the library's useful arts department, 
which is chiefly used by men, it was to be supposed that there would be 
an increasing proportion of women among the users of the general 
reference room, especially in the face of the figures of adult registra- 
tion, where 58 per cent are women. It is therefore interesting as well 
as surprising to note that an average of many actual counts oi readers 
in the room at various times during the latter half of the year showed 
83 per cent men. 

The recorded number of visitors to the room was 113,732 as against 
119,459 in 1908-9. The combined figures of recorded attendance on 
the general reference room and the useful arts rocrni are 154,728 
(40,966 in the useful arts room) as against 157,842 (38,383 in the use- 
ful arts room) the figures of 1908-9. Although these figures are 
smaller in the case of the reference room, they do not justify the belief 
that less work is done in that department. The attendants in both 
the reference and useful arts rooms have been busier than ever before 
in aiding readers, and consequently the attendance figures are less 
complete than formerly ; the severe vagrancy law of the District and 
the vigilance of the library guard have more completely eliminated 
the loafer class; several benches placed in the open-shelf room and 
lobby have accommodated browsers who were formerly obliged to go 
to the reference or useful arts rooms to find seats. The increased 
work of the reference department is attested by the facts that in spite 
of the steady improvement of the reference and special collections in 
the reference room, the number of books brought to the room at the 
request of readers was 21,892 as compared with 19,395 so brought in 
1908-9. These facts give force to the recommendations of those in 
charge of these rooms that the figures of reference and useful arts 
room attendance be discontinued. (Reference department report, 
pp. 38-39.) 

USEFUL ARTS AND SCIENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The record of the useful arts and science department during the 
three years of its operation in a separate room, always in charge of 
young men exclusively, justifies the opinion that this new enterprise 
is one of the most fruitful of those undertaken by the present ad- 
ministration. Circulation statistics of the classes included in this de- 
partment show gains of 31 per cent over the record of the previous 
year. The first year of the department had recorded an increase of 
83^ per cent, and the second 39 per cent over the records of previous 
years. These figures take no account of the vast amount of refer- 
ence work done aaily and especially nightly for mechanics, engineers, 
and business men in the room. Of special note is the fact that a 
number of members of labor unions nave been enrolled as library 
users, and that a class from the painters and decorators union m^ 
for instruction and study in one of the library's study rooms. 
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Through this department the library has been able to help furnish 
many home builoers with books containing house plans. The library 
also nas by supplying books on poultry raising^ home gardening, etc, 
probably afforded something oi value to families intent on a prac- 
tical solution of the problem of the increased cost of living. 

The continued success of the de par tment has been largely due to 
the energy and intelligence of Mr. Wheeler, assistant librarian. His 
efforts have been directed to giving the users of the department the 
best possible service and to attracting a wider clientele by a vigorous 
publicity campaign. 

The maintenance of this department caused the library to Join the 
new Special Libraries Association on its establishment. Mr. Wheeler 
was sent as a delegate to its first meeting in New York in November, 
1909. He has also served as chairman of the technology library com- 
mittee of that organization, and in that capacity has contributed sev- 
eral articles to its or^an, Special Libraries, amon^ them a description 
of the work of the department to the number JU)r May, 1910. Mr. 
C. C. Houffhton, first assistant in the department, contributed an 
article on the library's trade catalogue collection to Public Libraries 
for July, 1910. (Department report, pp. 39-41.) 

PERIODICALS. 

The library receives 607 different magazines and newspapers, or, 
including 202 for circulation and staff use, 711 periodicals are regu- 
larly checked and placed on file. In addition to those purchased from 
the Henry Pastor and Woman's Anthropological Society funds, 200 
periodicals are regularly received as gifts, mostly from their publish- 
ers. These gifts are largely technological periodicals, including house 
or^ns, but include the local newspapers, contributed for binding, 
and magazines regularly turned over by the United States Bureau or 
Education and the Association of American Gbvemment Account- 
ants. (Department report and lists of gifts, pp. 54-57.) The growth 
of the reference work has made it seem desirable to complete and 
bind an increasing number of the sets of periodicals indexed in Poole 
and other published indexes. Much help to this end has been received 
from the duplicates of the Library of Congress. Several sets or 
parts of sets have also been purchased. The library is now binding 
about 150 titles currently. 

SUNDAYS AND HOUDAYS ; LECTURE HALL AND STUDY ROOMS. 

The use of the library on Sundays and holidays remains almost 
stationary. Sunday attendance in adult reading rooms was 15,174 
as against 15,188 in 1908-9. The attendance of cnildren on Sundays 
decreased from 6,732 in 1908-9 to 6,402. The books circulated on the 
five holidays the library was open increased hj 280 volumes. 

Fourteen organizations hem 37 public meetings in the lecture hall 
or other larger rooms of the library, with an aggregate recorded 
attendance of 4,358. Twelve organizations held 112 smaller meet- 
ings, the attendance of which was not recorded. It has long been 
regarded by the trustees and librarian as desirable to have as many 
organizations whose work may be properly regarded as educational 
meet at the library. In this way the Horary becomes to a high 

63984—10 2 
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dem*ee an intellectual center for the people (Lists of organizations 
holding meetings, pp. 46-47; lecture hall and study room regula- 
tions, p. 66.) 

children's department and work wtth schools. 

The transfer of the children's room, near the end of the fiscal year, 
from the basement to more attractive and convenient quarters on the 
second floor, and the securing of a trained supervisor of work with 
schools for next season make the outlook for the future of this im- 

f)ortant work more promising. The past year, however, owing to a 
ess experienced stan, has perforce seen but little enlargement of this 
side of the work of the nbrary. The circulation of the children's 
room proper remained practically stationary (115,107 volumes in 
1908-9 and 115,911 volumes in 1909-10). The increase in the com- 
bined juvenile circulation from 135,641 in 1908-9 to 147,144 was due 
to the fact that the school duplicate collection numbered about 2,500 
volumes as against 1,000 volumes in 1908-9. From the school col- 
lection of 2,500 volumes 6,266 volumes were sent to 270 class rooms 
in public schools, from which in turn 28,170 volumes were borrowed 
by pupils. These books also had a recorded reference use of 2,586. 

Until the library can greatly increase its centers of book distribu- 
tion for children and its stock of children's books it will continue to 
fall far short of realizing its opportunities for usefulness. Adults 
can, though only a small fraction of them really do, come long dis- 
tances to use the resources of the central library. In the case of chil- 
dren, in all but the rarest instances, the books must be carried close to 
them or the library fails to reach them. Hence the need for building 
the Carnegie branches, each with its well-stocked children's room; 
hence the more immediate need for conducting many branches and 
stations in settlements or rented quarters and for the very consider- 
able enlargement of the stock of school duplicates. The children's 
librarian points out that several cities having about the same public 
school population as Washington have collections of school duplicates 
several times as large as the one available here. Contrast the 2,500 
volumes available m Washington in 1909-10 with the figures of 
1908-9 of these other cities: Newark, 26,110 volumes; Detroit, 15,806 
volumes; and BuflFalo, 31,787 volumes. The juvenile circulation at 
Washington is about 25 per cent of the entire library circulation. 
The reason for this is that only one-fifth of the school population of 
the District are registered library users. At Cleveland and other cities 
especially active in children's work the juvenile circulation is often 
nearly 50 per cent of the entire circulation of the library. This is 
of course only possible where the agencies of distribution are multi- 
plied and fully developed, so that a very large percentage of the 
population of school age are active library users. Under such condi- 
tions the chances are increased that they will remain users of the 
library when they leave school, whereas in Washington the chances 
are reduced that the four-fifths who have not known of the library 
or formed the library habit during school years will do so later ia 
life. 

The publication of the Educational Bulletin has been continued 
monthly throughout the school year. The collection of teachers' books 
in the reference room has been strengthened. Reference work with 
teachers and high-school pupils in the reference room and with 
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teachers and^rammar>grade pupils in the children's room has greatly 
increased. Just before school commencements letters inviting regu- 
lar use of the library were sent to those about to leave the high 
schools. On invitation, several grammar-school teachers brou^t 
their classes for tours of inspection of the library. Two conferences, 
one in the late autumn and one in the spring, were held at the library 
between high-school oflScers and teachers and library representatives, 
with resulting improvement in mutual relations. (For further notes 
on the children's department and school work see pp. 41-14.) 

The work of the library on behalf of the schools was reco^ized 
by the board of education by the passage in May of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the board of education be, and the same are 
hereby, extended to Mr. Bowerman and his associates of the Public Library 
for courtesies and facilities tendered to the teachers and pupils of the public 
schools during the past year. 

DEPOSIT STATIONS AND SIMILAR OUTSIDE AGENCIES. 

The deposit stations and other similar agencies, conducted all or a 
part of the year, numbered 13. In all cases the library simply fur- 
nished the books and supplies needed for keepiujg circulation records, 
and the service was furnished by the organization, mostly by means 
of volunteers. The circulation of books through such agencies was 
24,872 volumes, as a^inst 28,503 volumes in 1908-9. The reduction 
was chiefly due to the fact that the Washington Playground Asso- 
ciation was no longer able to conduct, as it had with success for two 
or three years, the Recreation Center No. 1 at the Western High School, 
from which there was a circulation of 6,565 volumes in 1908-9. The 
Young Men's Christian Association station, conducted by a librarian 
paid by the association, has a very creditable record of 10,133 vol- 
umes circulated, or 41 per cent of the entire circulation of such out- 
side agencies. This station, open every week day, is now practically 
a small branch. In addition to home circulation, good reference 
work is done, especially in connection with the educational classes 
of the association. The privileges of this station are not confined 
to the members of the association, but are open to the public. Just 
before the close of the year a station was established at the Young 
Women's Christian Association. A small traveling library was sent 
to the Strauss Sunday School, at Bennings. Books were also fur- 
nished to two Sunday school libraries, those of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd and the Grace Reformed Church. By a plan of 
cooperative purchase, the library and the Sunday school each con- 
tribute half of the cost of the books. The library has been able dur- 
ing the past year to inspect these stations oftener than formerly. 
Except for the instruction of the volunteer librarians and the help 
rendered to some of them by members of the apprentice classes, the 
aetive work is conducted entirely by volunteers — that is, in no case 
by persons in the employ of the library. The library joins with the 
various associations m returning thanks for services rendered by 
these volunteers. (Reference is made to the reports of these volun- 
teer librarians, in particular to that of the Young Men's Christian 
Association station and to that of the vicar of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, who reports on the experiment there, pp. 32-37.) 
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THE nCTUSB iXUMCaOS AKD mUilBlTlOKS. 

The libimrv hjis maintamed m coUectioii of momited pictures a littls 
more than tKree years^ It is likely that the vertical files oontam 
aboot 60,000 pictures arranged in dasafied order. The popularity 
of this material, the I^rsest users of which are the public-schod 
teachers, who use it for iUustrating class work, is best ^own by the 
figures of circulati<m. The first partial year about 1,600 mounts 
were sent out ; for the second year we figures were 17,101 ; in 1908-8, 
42,840 pictures were drawn; 'the past year the record was 63,788. 
The circulation of geography pictures numbered 26,639 ; next to this 
class were the fine arts pictures, numbering 11,041. The popularity 
and practical utility of the collection* as an aid in visual instruction, 
are such that it is much regretted that it is impossible to permit the 
assistant in charge of this work to devote her entire time to it. 

As in former years, the lectures given under the auspices of the 
Washington Society of the Fine Arts in the lecture haU were accom- 
panied by coordinate exhibitions in the adjoining exhibition room. 

At the* close of the year the exhibition cases contain 150 ori^intl 
cartoons by Mr. Clifford K. Berryman, of the Evening Star. This 
has proved one of the most popular exhibitions the library has ever 
had, so that it has been desirable to extend the period of its display. 
The popularity of the bird-arrival bulletins, made up from dati 
furnished by the United States Biolo^cal Survey, is such as to 
make them permanent features every spring. The exhibition of sum- 
mer-travel pamphlets has likewise come to be regarded as indispen- 
sable for the making of summer- vacation plans. (See report on 
picture collection and exhibitions, pp. 44-46.) 

A DEPARTMUXT FOR THE BLIND. 

Many of the larger municipal public libraries of the country have 
separate departments for the blind, or at least supply blind persons 
with books in tactile print. As the Library of Congress has for 
several years conducted such a department where the needs of local 
blind persons were met, it has not been necessary or desirable for 
the Public Library to undertake any duphcation. It has, however, 
long been recognized by the management of both libraries that the 
work of supplying reading matter to the blind of Washington is 
more appropriately the work of the local public library than of the 
national library. It has now been arranged to transfer in the autumn 
the collection of material for the blind from the Library of Congress 
to the Public Library and to conduct in the lecture hall the readings 
and musicales heretofore given at the national library. This wort 
can only be assumed permanently provided a special assistant is pro- 
vided in the District appropriation act. For the present year the 
services of the assistant who has been conducting the work at the 
Library of Congress and whose salary is provided in the Library 
of Congress appropriation for 1910-11, will be loaned as much as 
proves necessary for the proper conduct of the work here. 

ACQUISITION or BOOKS AND PERIODICAL.8. 

The book collection increased from 114,364 volumes to 121,077 The 
accessions numbered 12,597 volumes, the withdrawals 5,951 volumes, 
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and 67 volumes previously counted as withdrawn were restored to the 
records. The new accessions were acquired as follows: Purchases, 
10,388 volumes; gifts, 1,811 volumes; and serials bound, 398 volumes. 
The expenditures for books amounted to $10,686.84 ; for current peri- 
odicals, $1,199.12; total for books and periodicals, $11,734.96. 

It is unfortunate that the accessions aurinff the past year were only 
12,697 volumes, as against 16,127 volumes added in 1908-9, while the 
withdrawals during the past vear were 5,957, as against 4,957 in 
1908-9. These conditions resulted from several causes. There were 
smaller balances in the library's special funds at the beginning of 
the year under review than at the beginning of the previous year. 
It was also found necessary to draw on these funds to supplement 
the inadequate appropriation for binding. The library received no 
lar^ transfers from other libraries during the past year as it did 
during the previous year. The purchases included a larger propor- 
tion of comparatively expensive technical books than heretofore. 
The number of books worn-out and withdrawn is bound to increase 
progressively as the library gets older and its use grows. All of 
these conditions point to the necessity for the enlargement of the 
book fimd. 

For the collection of pay duplicates 734 volumes and 52 copies of 
4 magazines were purchased. The expenses of the collection were 
$763.89 for books, $179.76 for periodicals, and $266.86 for binding, a 
total of $1,200.60. Receipts from rental of books and periodicals at 
6 cents a week were $1,176.35. (For report of order department 
including classified tables of accessions, see pp. 47-48; for financial 
report, see pp. 59-61.) 

GIFTS AND TRANSFERS ; DUPLICATES AND DISCARDS. 

This report records elsewhere (p. 57) the gifts and government 
transfers to the library of books, periodicals, maps, etc Of the 
2.438 volumes so received, 1,811 volumes were added to the collection. 
Of special value, because definitely selected bv the library from ma- 
terial offered, are the 401 volumes, 30 pamphlets, and 1,394 numbers 
of periodicals received from the Labrary of Congress. Noteworthy 
also is the gift of 468 volumes received from the Evening Star News- 
paper Company. That company also added 22 bound volumes to its 
former deposit of 110 volumes or the file of the Star. These volumes 
remain the property of the Evening Star Newspaper Company and 
may be witndrawn if ever required. Meanwhile the deposited file 
ana the library's own file make almost a complete series from 1866 
to date. The Georgetown Orchestra turned over to the library its 
large and valuable collection, each number of which is represented 
by the full orchestral score. 

On application to the Commissioners of the District, in whom vests 
all library property, including books, explicit authority was granted 
to the library to transfer duplicates and other material not needed 
for the purposes of the library to the Library of Congress, to other 
institutions under the Government of the United States, through the 
Library of Congress, and to other District institutions applying for 
guch material. The practice of earlier years has been continued of 
sending worn-out books to the local fire stations and to the charitable 
institutions, juvenile court, etc., of the District. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COLUBCTION. 

The collection of District of Columbia material has been strengUi- 
ened by important additions. Most noteworthy is the collection of 
chronologically arranged clippings, including portraits and other 
illustrations, purchased from Mr. Lewis S. Haycien. The series ex- 
tends from the first settlement of the District almost to date and 
furnishes much valuable data on its history. The earliest portion of 
the file is richest in rare material. This is mounted and indexed 
ready for binding. Much work, requiring special skill that it is not 
now possible to devote to the matter, is needed to arrange the re- 
mainder of the collection. At various times the library has pur- 
chased from the same collector of Washingtoniana his unique com- 
pilation devoted to Early's Raid on Washington and the Battle of 
Fort Stevens, his Roosevelt Inaugural Scrap Book, in 5 volumes, and 
his extra-illustrated edition of Mr. William V. Oox's Centennial of 
the Establishment of the District of Columbia, in 4 volumes. 

Progress has been made in the task of filling out the library's files 
of reports and other publications of local institutions and societiesL 
First it was necessary to sort and list the great accumulation of such 
pamphlets and then to circularize the organizations issuing them 
This has been done in part and generally with good results. Later 
it will be necessary to issue lists of wants, with appeals to citizens to 
contribute the desiderata if found. In this connection mentioD | 
should be made of the frequent gifts of such local pamphlets by Mr. 
John T. Loomis. 

AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION. 

Without any very active efforts being put forth the library is accu- 
mulating a number of interesting autographs, chiefly autographed 
books. This little collection originated in the friendly interest of 
Mr. George lies, of Montreal and New York, well known and ad- 
mired not only as the author of Inventors at Work, Flame, Electricity, 
and the Camera, and other works indispensable in a library, but per- 
haps even more in library circles because of his interest in and finan- 
cial support of some of the most important of the earlier publishing 
ventures of the American Library Association. Mr. lies has con- 
tributed autographed copies of some of his own books and of books 
by William Gilmore Simms, William Dean Howells, Will Carleton, 
Richard Henrv Savage, Norman Duncan, Nelson Lloyd, Grace King, 
and Douglas Sladen ; autographed photographs of Mark Twain and 
George W. Cable; and autograph letters of John G. Whittier, 
Edmund C. Stedman, George W. Cable. George Cary Eggleston, and 
Simon Newcomb. At the suggestion or Mr. fles the library has also 
received autograph {presentation copies of books from George Catj 
Eggleston and William George Jordan. It is expected that an 
examination of the resources of the library would reveal man^ more 
autographed books. It is thought that a knowledge of the existend 
of this collection will bring other contributions. 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

The report of the head cataloguer shows 11,737 volumes classified 
and catalogued, and 12,902 vommes shelf -listed. For the "W" 
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series of Library of Congress printed cards 420 titles were catalogued. 
There were received from the national library and filed in the de- 

Eository catalogue 42^36 printed cards. In addition to the prompt 
andling of current accessions, the catalogue department reclassified 
more than 2,000 volumes of technological works, thereby greatly in- 
creasing their availability. It has also collated, classified, and in 
manv cases catalogued a great mass of accumulated pamphlets, prin- 
cipally publications of local societies and institutions, and compiled 
lists of wants in the case of annual reports and other serial publica- 
tions. The catalogue department is intelligently and eflSciently ad- 
ministered, but its staff is too small to do all the work needed to 
make the catalogues as useful as they mi^ht and should be made. 
(For report of catalogue department, including the inventory record, 
see pp. 49-50.) 

BINDING AND REPAIR WORK. 

The congressional appropriation for binding of $3,500 proved so 
far inadequate that it was found necessaiy to supplement it by more 
than $700 from the desk fund. Expenditures from that fund have 
heretofore long been practically confined to book purchases. How- 
ever, when it was observed that the limitations of the regular bind- 
ing fund were such that it was impossible to rebind books otherwise 
desirable for use and that new copies of the same titles were being 
bought because of the demand for them, it seemed wiser to transfer 
some of the desk fund from its ordinary use to that of rebinding. 
The increase of binding work is likely to grow and this will con- 
tinue to make larger drains on the desk fund, unless the binding 
appropriation is increased. As a result the ability of the library to 
meet tne demands for new books will be further abridged. The bind- 
ing fund would be shown to be even less sufficient to me needs of the 
library were it not that almost $1,800 was expended in the purchase 
of new books specially bound from the sheets by Mr. Chivers. About 
40 per cent of this sum ou^ht more properly to be charged to binding 
ratner than to book purchases. Except for the now chronic inade- 
quacv of the funds for binding, the Tbindery work continues to be 
highly satisfactory, both as to supervision and as to prompt furnish- 
ing or durable work at satisfactory rates. (For report of supervisor 
of binding, see pp. 51-52.) 

PRINTING, PUBLICATIONS, AND PUBMCITY. 

In an earlier report the hope was expressed that the library might 
sometime have its own printing plant, as it has long had with satis- 
faction its own bindery. The advantages would be in the economy 
and expedition with which an increased number of all kinds of bulle- 
tins, reference lists, etc., could be produced. The library has not 
yet acquired a fully equipped printing outfit^ but with the multi- 
graph it is able to do a good deal of its printing inexpensively and 
expeditiously. By the use of this device a bright boy is aole to 
print from electrotypes or from special composition a larse propor- 
tion of the necessary blanks and lorms, a very large number of ref- 
erence lists, running from single pages to 8 or more pages in size, 
the monthly Educational Bulletin, and a wide variety ot form let- 
ters, post cards, etc But the multigraph will not do all the priatliv^ 
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needed by the library, so that it is still remrded as desirable to 
secure an outfit of wider ranee, one that will do jobs of many pages, 
printed with a somewhat wider variety of condensed type. 

The publicity work of the library has assumed such proporti(Hi9 
that it seems desirable to describe it somewhat at lengUi in a special 
report given on pages 52-54. Acknowledgment is due to the Even- 
ing Star for continuing to print each Saturday the library's most 
important new accessions and for lending the type for use in printing 
the Monthly Bulletin. Outside of the numerous multigraph lists 
and the Monthly Bulletin, the advertising matter of the year in- 
cluded a large edition of a 6-pa^ folder describing the useful arts 
department, which had wide distribution in pay envelopes and other- 
wise, and a list of the school duplicate collection, sent to public school 
teachers. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MAIL MATTER. 

The record of outgoing mail matter makes a total of 54,884 pieces, 
as against 46,536 pieces m 1908-9. The total included 10,048 sealed 
letters, 20,681 post cards, 23,831 packages of library publications, 
and 324 other packages. The sealed letters included 4,353 dictated 
letters, 2^417 multi^aphed letters, 2,219 notices to parents regarding 
registrations by children, and 1,059 other commumcations. All but 
194 of the post cards were printed forms, but all such had special 
information filled in. 

LIBRARY STAFF AND APPRENTICE CLASS. 

The losses from the staff by resignation have been fewer than in 
earlier years, though they are still excessive. The total was 17 (7 
library assistants, 9 messengers and pa^es, and 1 workman) or 26 
per cent of the entire regular force ox 66 persons. These losses 
included three assistants, Misses Frances S. Osborne^ Helen M. Wil- 
liams, and Estelle Donn, who had been trained m the library's 
earlier apprentice classes and had come to be highly valued workers, 
and one assistant, Miss R. Lionne Adsit, who brought to her work 
here i^ecial training and enthusiasm from the ISew York State 
Library School, and who for two jrears conducted the information 
bureau and apprentice class work with special satisfaction. 

This year the librarian, Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circula- 
tion department, and Miss Alice L. Bamsburff, first assistant in 
the circulation department, attended the annual conference of the 
American Library Association at Mackinac Island, Mich., June 30- 
July 6. The summer vacation plans of the librarian and of three 
other members of the staff. Miss Grace E. Babbitt, reference librarian, 
Miss Elizabeth P. Gray, supervisor of binding, and Miss Margaret E. 
Skinner, cataloguer, include attendance on the International Con- 
gress of Librarians at Brussels, August 26-31. 

On invitation of the Educational Societv of Baltimore the librarian 
addressed that body on November 12 on "The work of the Washing- 
ton Public Library, actual and proposed." The address was repeated, 
by invitation, beiore the District of Columbia Library Association 
and before the local secretaries of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation. (Published in part in the Atlantic Educational Journal for 
January, 1910.) 
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To the library's sixth annual apprentice class 9 persons were ad- 
mitted. During the year 1 member was appointed to the staflf and 8 
completed the course and received certificates. This is the first year 
that it has not been found necessary to drop anyone from the class. 
The quality of the class and their enthusiasm for the work are further 
shown bv the facts that the members asked that the course be 'in- 
creased irom six to ei^ht months (a request which it was not practica- 
ble to grant this year) , and that 4 of the 9 members of the class are 
looking forward to taking courses at some of the regular library 
schools. Two members wifl take such courses the coming year. That 
the apprentice class secures for the library assistants with professional 
spirit IS further attested by the fact that several members of earlier 
classes are making plans for advanced training, including 2 persons 
who expect to enter library schools this fall. 

About three-fourths of the library staff proper are persons whose 
training has been secured in its own apprentice classes. Professional 
spirit pervades the entire staff, whose service has been characterized 
by devotion to duty, by zeal, by intelligence, and by good team work. 

BUnU>ING NOTES. 

The most important changes in the building have been the transfer 
of the children's department from the basement room, with its rather 
forbidding approacn, to the large room at the east end of the second 
floor, where the department also has a suite of offices connected with 
the book stack that will facilitate school and other special work, and 
the installation during the past summer of a system of thermostatic 
control of the heating and ventilating plant. The original plans of 
the building provided for such a system, but it was left out to reduce 
the expense. The most important rooms have now been equipped 
with this system of control. The others should be similarly equipped 
as soon as funds are at hand. An underground public-convenience 
station is now being built in one corner of Mount Vernon Square. As 
soon as it is completed it is designed to discontinue the public use of 
the library toilet rooms. 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS NEEDED. 

A number of American municipal public libraries possess endow- 
ment funds, in some cases large enough so that the income from them 
is sufficient to meet all expenses of book purchases ; in other cases the 
proceeds of such funds are devoted to the maintenance of important 
special collections. Thus far this library has received but one such 
permanent endowment, the Woman's Anthropological Society fund 
of $1,000, yielding $50 a vear for the purchase of books and period- 
icals on anthropology and kindred subjects. In addition to this per- 
manent fund, the library has for several years received from the Hon. 
James T. Du Bois, formerly a library trustee and now United States 
consul-general at Singapore, the interest on $2,000, or $100 a year, 
for the purchase of technological periodicals. It is expected that ulti» 
mately the principal of this fund will be increased to $5,000, and that 
it will be established as a permanent endowment. 

There is, however, some expectation that the library will receive 
other endowment funds in due course. Within a few months inquiries 
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have been received from an attorney and a trust company as to the 
method of making wills in the interest of the library. Acting on this 
suggestion information as to the library's needs and the method of 
drawing a will in favor of the Commissioners of the District of Co- 
lumbia for the use and benefit of the Public Library was furnished 
to the members of the Bar Association of the District of Columbia 
and the local trust companies in the hope that the information might 
be brought to the attention of clients who wish suggestions in draw- 
ing their wills. The trustees also decided hereafter to print explicit 
information concerning this matter on the covers of the library re- 
port, to which reference is made. 

ESTIMATES POR RUNNING EXPENSES. 

The trustees have already adopted the estimates for the fiscal year 
1911-12 and forwarded them to the commissioners. These estimates 
as printed in the trustees' report (pp. 8-10) are arranged, as usual, in 
the order of the current appropriation act. The same items are here 
rearranged to conform more closely with the administrative needs of 
the library service. 



Estimates for running expenses. 



I. Library and building force: 

1. Administrative department- 

Librarian 

Assistant librarian 

Librarian's secretary 

2 stenographers and typewriters,at 1720 each (in place of 1 at present) 

Copyist 

Messenger 

2. Order deputment— 

Chief (new) 

Assistant 

Assistant 

Assistant 

3. Catalogue department- 

Chief (new) 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer (new) 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer 

3 cataloguers (now called temporary cataloguers) 

Assistant 

4. Binding department- 

Assistant in charge (new) 

Collator 

6. Reference department- 
Reference librarian 

Assistant 

Assistant 

Page 

6. Useful arts department- 

Chief (new) 

Assistant 

Pa«e 

7. Periodicals department- 

Assistant In charge (new) 

Assistant 

Page 

8. Circulation department- 

Chief 

First assistant (new) 

2 assistants, at $720 each (1 new) 

3 assistants, at $600 each 

2 attendants (new), at $600 each 

4 attendants, at $540 each 

6 attendants, at $480 each 

2 messengers (1 new), at $480 each 

6 pages , at $380 each 



Recom- 
mended, 
1911-12. 



$5,000 

1,800 

1,000 

1,440 

480 

480 

1,200 
720 
540 
480 

1,500 
800 
840 
720 
600 

1,020 
480 

720 
480 

1,200 
720 
540 
360 

1,200 
720 
300 

900 
540 
360 

1,500 
900 

1,440 
1,800 
1,200 
2,160 
2,400 



AppropriSr 

lion, 

1910-11. 



1,800 



$3,500 

1,500 

900 

720 



730 
540 
480 



900 



720 

eoo 

1,620 
480 



480 

1,000 
730 

540 
360 



720 
360 



510 
960 

1,200 



1, 



720 



2,1«) 

2,400 

480 

1.800 
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Estimates for ninning expenses. 



Librarv and building force— Continued. 
0. Children's department— 

Children's librarian 

Assistant in charge of school work 

Assistant (nsfw) 

2 assistants, at seoo each (1 new) 

2 attendants, at S540 each 

2 pages, at laao eadi 

10. Assistant in charge of work for the blind (new) 

11. Municipal reference librarian (new— Distnot Building) . . 

12. Building force— 

En^eer 

Fireman 

Workman * 

3 Janitors (1 new), at $480 each 

Library guard 

2 cloak room attendants, at 1360 each 

6 charwomen, at $180 each 

13. Employment of substitutes and other temjMrary servloe. 

14. Services for Sundays and holidays 

Purchase of books 

Binding. 



n. 
ni. 

IV. Contingsnt expenses.. 



TotaL 



Recom- 
mended, 


Appropria- 


1011-12. 


1910-fl. 


11,200 


•1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


720 
1,200 




600 


1,080 


1,080 


720 


720 


1,200 




1,200 




1,200 


1|080 


720 


790 


000 


480 


1,440 


960 


720 


720 


720 


720 


1,080 


1,080 


1,000 


1,000 


2,500 


1,700 


15,000 


7,500 


4,000 


3,500 


8,000 


8,000 


87,300 


61,140 



With the library estimates there was sent to the commissioners a 
statement (pp. 11-12) showing that, as compared with other progress- 
ive cities of approximately the same rank as Washington, the appro- 
priations for the library form a disproportionately small part of the 
total appropriations for the District. 

I desire, in concluding this report, to express my appreciation of 
the cordial support I have always received from the press, from the 
Washington Board of Trade, and other mouthpieces of the people of 
the District, and especially to the trustees for their unfailing support. 

Respectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowerman, Librarian. 

The Trustees of the Free Pubmc LmRARY. 



REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 

In the preparation of the foregoiiu; report the librarian has had to 
rely in large pert on the reports of the chiefs of the various adminis- 
trative departments of the library service. These reports, in part or 
entire, are here printed as supplementing the report of the librarian. 

CIBCDI.ATIKa DEFARTHENT. 

Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circulating department, reports 
as follows on the work of home circulation, registration, open shelves, 
and on methods to improve the quality of the books drawn b^ readers 
for home use : 

Tbe total circulation from the adult departmeut for the Qacal jear was 432,SCT, 
aa agalnat 427,023 for tbe previous year, an Increase of K,S34. 

The largest day's circulation was on January 22, on which day 3,190 booki 
were issued. The smallest day's circulation was on December 22, when 813 
were issued. On slity-two days the circulation waa over 2,000, on atneteec 
days over 2,500, and on three days over 3,000. On flfty-one daya over 600 boofca 
of adult nonfletlon were Issued, on twenty-flre daya over 700, on ten days over 
800, and on two days over 000, A noticeable feature the past year has been Uie 
Btesdy Increase In the circulation of books other than fiction. There have been 
a number of days when the books of fiction laeued have not exceeded the non- 
action more than 60 to ICO. 

A record of eacb day's reserve postals has Invariably ahovm that more books 
of noQflctlOD are being reserved, while the demand for late Action appears to 
dlmiaish. The statistics of holidays show an increase of 280 volumea circulated 
over last year. 

Tbe main statistics of circulation are brought together In the following table: 

EtatUlict of circulation. 



Total clrculatloo, Including ■talloiu uid ubools (lioola ool;) 

Totnl drculatlon, inDludldg station*, Ktioalii.miudcrollt,'! uid pklurea . . . 
eirciilmloQ: 

Central library (books onlj) 

Deposit Btstlona 

Schools and playgnjuods -....-. 

Clcture rallwtlDO 

ATerB«edaU; drculatlon, contra] Ubrar; (books ant; ) — 

Averofv moDthlyclronlatioii.iJioludliigitatknuBnd Khools (boolaonly)^ 

liontWyluLTMse (books onlj) 

Yearly Increaae (twokn only) 

Yearly Increase (books, music tolUi," and picture*) 

Percentage of Increaoe (books, mosUi rolls ,n aad plctum) 

Days open for circulation.. ....--.....- ........ 



«2,8tt 
t>',325 



a Circulation ol music lO 



I disoontlaued April 1, IMS. 



Tlie tncrpase in tbe number of books retained beyond tbe allotted tliae ha* 
necessitated tbe sending of a messenger morulngs and afternoons during tlw 
busy months, weather permitting. During the past year 683 calls were madck 
821 books collected, and 47 persons who had moved were not located. Bills wen 
mailed for 81 books, 46 of which have been paid for through such notices; m 
books borrowed and not returned In 1908-9 have been marked lost In tbla yeat^ 
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Inyentory. An attempt is to be made the coming year to have the library goard 
collect books very much oyerdue. The past year he has been successful where 
all other efforts have failed. Large fines are no longer collected. Cards on 
which such fines have accumulated are surrendered to a borrower upon the 
pajrment of 60 cents, including messenger fee. 

The number of periodicals circulated the past year remains the same as the 
previous year. The duplicate pay copies circulate five times and are then made 
free copies. Harper leads in popularity, followed by Century, Scribner, and the 
Atlantic. The collection should be strengthened by the addition of several 
different magazines. 

During eight months of the year the department has sent withdrawn adult 
books and periodicals to the following institutions: Fire department head- 
quarters and 15 engine companies. United States jail. Marine Barracks, George 
Washington University Hospital, Washington Asylum Hospital, Florence Crit- 
tenden Mission, £3mergency Hospital, Municipal Lodging House, Home for In- 
curables, Columbia Hospital for Women, Tuberculosis Hospital House of De- 
tention, Home for Aged and Infirm, Board of Charities, and the ambulance 
stable. The number of books sent was 2,955, and periodicals 1,345. 

The following figures show a portion of the clerical work accomplished: 
Pockets of rebound books marked, 54>29; book cards rewritten, 6,010; labels 
removed from seven-day books, 944; total, 12,092. A table placed in the stack 
has made it possible to have much of this work done by the pages. 

The list of nonfiction reported out more than four times a month furnished 
the order department each month has resulted in strengthening the books used 
for high schools and club work. 

The following table shows the number of postals mailed by months : 

Po8tal8 mailed July 1, 1909, to June SO, 1910. 





1900. 




July. 


August 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


Reserves: 
Fiction 


M 
120 


151 
88 


156 
78 


152 
180 


264 
182 


131 


Nonfiction , . . 


218 






Total 


223 
18 

4 
047 


230 
8 
2 

803 


234 

4 

8 

852 


332 

50 

20 

1,024 


446 

32 

8 

1,283 


340 


Reoommended boola 


26 


** Always out" books 


20 


PelinnuAnt noti<*» .... 


1,371 




Total 


1,102 


1,052 


1,008 


1,426 


1,760 


1,710 









1010. 




Janu* 
ary. 


Feb- 
ruary. 


ICarch 


April. 


May, 


June. 


Total. 


Per 

cent. 


Fictkm 


152 
244 


121 
216 


170 
356 


127 
276 


77 
220 


123 
146 


1,727 
2,342 





NOflflCtlOfli a . .... . . 


12 






Total 


306 

32 

8 

1,230 


337 

25 

7 

1,100 


535 

26 

8 

1,504 


403 

45 

12 

1,338 


306 

8 

12 

1,418 


260 

20 

11 

1,070 


4,060 

303 

120 

13,058 


21 


Reoommended books 


2 


"Always out" books. 


1 


Delinquent notices 


76 






Total 


1,675 


1,478 


2,073 


1,848 


1,744 


1,370 


18,450 


100 







Books of history for the school year were requested by the Western, Central, 
and Technical high schools. Calls were received by telephone and mail during 
tiie school year from Technical, Eastern, Western, Central, and Business high 
schools for books for immediate use, the approximate number issued being 782. 
No record was kept of the home circulation of these books. 

The health department follows the method of previous years in sending daily 
reports of contagious diseases and names of books taken by the department. 
Notices numbering 460 were mailed to houses where contagious diseases ex.- 
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Isted. B«sponBea t 



} mefle notices were Dumerons ; a large Dumber of tbese re- 
a from persons wbo had n^lected to give their change of addren 
to the library. There were 210 booke fumigated and G books destroyed by the 
department Between 50 and 60 books were returned by the borrowers, and 
not by the health department, In whicb cases the books were fumigated by the 

"Ilie following tables of circulation, flues, etc., cover the central library, sta- 
tloDS, schools, etc. : 

CirtnUation bv monthi and clasiet, Jvly J, 190S, to June SO, 1910. 



September. October. November. 



OFuerml vorki 

PhllOBOpby 

ReUgloD 

ChrlBtlanlly 

Ecclnlutinl hlnory. 

as"-:::::::;:: 

Trtvef. 

Social uid pallHcal sd 
Natural scleDDa 

Useful ulfl 

fKuiZ^... .'!";!; 

Luiguagp 

Llteralure 

BookerW 

Fiction 

Total 

Avenge dally d 
Fer oent Octlon. 



Rellglaa 

Chrlilluilty 

EoclMlBnical blBtory . . 
Biography 



JaDuuy. Fttmaiy. Uanb. 



&"" 



Nwarnl«d«iCHi.. 



day ScRdoI 11 



d poUilolKleQce... 



28, 3M 



3St,» 

11.21) 
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Monthly statement of fines, etc., July i, 1909, to June SO, 1910, 





1909. 




July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


Fines 


$249.80 

86.95 

4.80 

8.95 

9.70 

.10 


$197.59 

69.20 

4.62 

6.40 

4.63 

.30 


r222.52 

69.75 

5.40 

8.30 

3.95 

.15 


$266.15 

75.15 

8.74 

11.90 

3.43 

.20 


$316.96 

106.85 

10.06 

11.20 

16.86 

.14 


$356.10 


Duplicate collection 


114.55 


Reserves 


6.34 


Reissued cards 


9.60 


Books lost and injured 


13.34 


Sale of catalogues 


.74 






Total 


360.30 


282.74 


310.07 


365.57 


462.11 


502.57 









1910. 




January. 


February. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Total. 


Fines 


$319. 13 

110.00 

8.18 

11.20 

10.72 

.50 


$278.36 

96.40 

8.84 

10.00 

9.11 

.39 


$339.87 

110.30 

9.46 

10.00 

5.60 

.47 


$332.31 

110.55 

8.04 

9.10 

10.45 

.28 


$329.21 

118.40 

5.82 

7.20 

7.401 

.17 


$316.45 

107.25 

5.18 

6.70 

16.03 

.23 


$3,526.47 
1,175.3ft 


Duplicate collection 


Reserves 


85.50 


Reissued cards 


110.45 


Books lost and injured 


111.31 


Sale of cataloeues 


3.76 






Total 


450.82 


403.10 


475.79 


470.73 


468.30 


451.84 


5.012.84 







BEOISTBATION. 



The registrations for the year were: Adult, 10,615; juTenile, 2,878; deposit 
fstations, 781 ; a total of 14,274 as against 15,784 during the previous year. The 
net gain was 798. The number of reissues in the adult department was 49 per 
cent of the whole. 

The number of men registered in the adult department was 4,501; women, 
6,114, or 1,613 more women than men. The privilege of drawing books on 
deposits of $5 was granted to 80 strangers. 58 of whom have withdrawn their 
deposits. Among the number who availed themselves of this privilege were for- 
eigners pursuing courses of study in the city and visitors from many European 
countries. Sunday school teachers have been granted teachers* cards upon 
written application. 

The amount realized from the sale of post-card views of the library was $8.24 ; 
$3.20 was reinvested in cards and $3.80 was spent for flowers at Christmas and 
Easter holidays, leaving a balance on hand of $1.24. 

Statistical report of registration, July 1, 1909, to June SO, 19t0, 

Gross registration June 30, 1909 100,947 

Total number of cards In force June 30, 1909 51,187 

Registration : 

Main library 13, 493 

r)ei)oslt stations 781 

Total additions 14, 274 

Nonflctlon cards Issued 11,105 

Teachers* cards issued 493 

Privilege cards Issued 92 

Total number of cards Issued 25, 964 

Deductions : 

Expired to date 13,353 

Jjeft town 93 

Deceased 25 

Canceled 5 

Total ^sa».«!CV^ 
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Vet increafle in reglitratiOD 7M 

Oro88 registration June 30, IWO 114,410 

T6tal number of cards in force Jane 90, 1910 51, 2N 

Average registration per day • 

Lost cards: 

Duplicates made 1,105 

Amount realised $110.4B 

OPEN SHELVES. 

Foreign literature (French. German, Spanish, Italian, Russian) has beet 
given a permanent place in the lobby, to the great satisfaction of readers of tbae 
languages. The following figures show the circulation of the classes for ttx 
months: French. 3,526; German, 3,155; Spanish, 1,023; Italian, 601. Rassian 
literature, received late in the q;)ring, was not circulated until May. Tbe 
demand for books on European travel warranted keeping the collection on open 
shelves two years. In the open-shelf room were displayed the entire class o( 
biography and 350 volumes of poetry. Biography shows an increase of 56 per 
cent over the previous year. From the small collection of poetry 2,426 volumei 
circulated. The selections from the new accessions of nonfiction, dated to be 
kept for three months, on a case in the lobby, attract a large number of readen^ 
who make a practice of selecting from this case as they first enter the library. 

From the Lenten collection of 76 books placed on open shelves for five weeki 
there was a circulation of 222 volumes. This collection was replaced by tbe 
same number of books of drama, which shows a circulation of 297 books for two 
months. The circulation of the classes on open shelves follows : 





1906-9. 


1909-10. 


Increase. Per ocnt 


BiocntDhy 


10,012 

12.665 

27,156 

2,580 


15,710 

11,590 

30,937 

1,930 


5,688 ', » 


Travel 


-1,095 
3,781 
-650 


-8 


Literature 


a 


Rfrthdav collwtton .,,,-... 


-n 







METHODS ElfPLOTID FOB IMPROVING QUALITT OF BEADING. 

The open-shelf room in which all adult fiction is shelved has had supervislQi \ 
practically all the time during the year. The character of the reading in thii 
room has many interesting features. Readers are depending more and more 
upon the lists and the recommendations of the assistants. Aside from tbft 
routine work of meeting the demands of the readers, attention has beoi directed 
chiefly to compiling lists. 

The demand for the mounted lists and requests for books of fiction on certain 
subjects on which we have no lists to consult suggested a subject card catalogue 
for this room. The work of the department at the we^ly meetings has been 
directed chiefly along this line. Each assistant has collected and reviewed all 
books of which there has been doubt on the subjects assigned. 

The daily record kept by each assistant while in the room has helped as an 
aid in the duplication of books. Members of the department were granted one 
hour each week in which to read reviews of recent books. The collection of 
books for boys and girls has met the need of an intermediate department in a 
small way. Books required for supplem^ital reading in the schools are kept in 
this collection. Individual work is much needed with this class of readers. 

The special features the past year were the books of poetry and the notice 
taken of authors' birthdays. The circulation during nhie months was: Birth- 
day collection, 1,930; poetry collection, 2,426. 

DEPOSIT STATIONS AND OTHER OUTSIDE AGENCIES. 

The work of the deposit stations and the traveling libraries was 
supervised by the chief of the circulation department, Miss Grace B. 
Finney, who reports as follows on them : 

The past year shows a decrease of 5,181 in circulation over the previous year, j 
This is due to the fact that one of the largest stations in point of dicolatioOf f 
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Recreation Center No. 1, with headquarters at Western High School, closed last 
summer. The Eh-ening Star book center, for the office boys of the Evening Star, 
was open eight months. The circulation from this station did not warrant its 
continuance. Two new enterprises have been started, a station at the Young 
Women's Christian Association, open two months, and a traveling library at 
Strauss Sunday school, open four months. Two other Sunday schools, those of 
the Grace Reformed and of the Church of the Good Shepherd met the require- 
ments for obtaining deposits of books, and report good use of the books. Visits 
have l>een made and instruction given new librarians. The inventory of each 
station was taken by two assistants. All books were carefully inspected; 523 
were returned to the main library to be rebound and a number to be mended. 
With few exceptions the condition of the books is excellent. Books no longer 
In a condition to be bound were often found with clean leaves throughout. 

A number of books have been added to the traveling library collection. Copies 
of all books in the school duplicate list will hereafter be included in this collec- 
tion. It Is planned the coming year to make visits to the stations to give needed 
help or advice, to make necessary repairs to books, to transfer volumes not rend, 
and arouse interest in the library. The plan of transferring books each week 
by motor cycle for the Y. M. C. A. met with such good results that it will be 
adopted by several other stations. 

Two stations availed themselves of the offer of assistance from the apprentice 
class, and two members of the class were sent each time to these stations. The 
following table gives the circulation and gains and losses : 

CIRCULATION OF DEPOSIT STATIONS. 



Neifchborhood House 

Georgetown station (9 

months) 

Social Settlement 

Noel House 

Rosedale station 

Y. M.C. A 

Recreation center 

Evening Star book center (8 

months) 

Friendship House 

Y. W. C. X. (2 months) 

Aimday-school libraries 



Adult. 



1906^. 



Total. 



729 

562 

586 

497 

1,244 

8,122 

2,933 

33 



1909-10. 



o Days. 



379 

367 

418 

830 

1,261 

9,631 



93 
451 

41 
106 



14,706 13,677 



Juvenile. 



190S-9. 



1,252 

1,013 
2,099 
1,047 
4,754 



3,632 



13,797 



1909-10. 



1,069 

754 
1,533 
1,485 
3,479 

50S 



928 
i,*525 



11,295 



Total. 



190S-0. 



1,981 

1,575 
2,685 
1,544 
5,998 
8,122 
6,665 

33 



28,503 



1909-10. 



1,468 

1,121 
1.951 
2,315 
4,740 
10,133 

93 
1,379 

41 
1,631 



24,872 



Gain. 



771 



2,011 



60 
1,379 

41 
1,631 



5,893 



Lots. 



538 

454 

734 



1,258 



2,984 



Open. 



Hourt. 
66 

51 
286 

278 
1661 
• 309 



• 208 

158} 



* Discontinued. 



NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE STATION. 



Miss Margaret Doonan, formerly of the Public Library staff and 
now in the employ of the public documents office, who served as vol- 
unteer librarian the latter part of the year, reports as follows on the 
work of the station : 

The circulation 1,443 and the registration 62 for the fiscal year Just ended* 
again niarlc a decrease, a loss of 538 in circulation, and of 23 in number of bor- 
rowers registered, from the figures of last year. 

The library has not been open on Saturday afternoons during the year, and was 
closed for the month of December and the first weelc in January, owing to re- 
moval to the new and permanent quarters at 470 N street SW. This was the 
second moving of the boolcs during the year, as they were transferred to 456 N 
street in October, and remained there while the alterations to the clubhouse were 
In progress. 

I would recommend the exchange of the traveling library, now at the station, 
for a new one. A few new boolcs would do more to stimulate interest than any 
other one thing. Thefe has beon much rail for collateral reading along tlie lines 

68084—10 3 
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of school work, so that anything that will help out the school work would be 
appreciated. Fairy tales are needed, the copies which belonged at the statioi 
having been worn to shreds, in many instances only the covers remaining. There 
was a demand for King Arthur and the Round Table stories, as one of the boy^ 
clubs was interested in that subject ; tliis demand could not be supplied. 

I have been in charge of the station since the resignation of the former libn- 
rian. Miss Spilman, and have been assisted part of the time by Miss Marhn 
Heilprin. 

NOEL HOUSE STATION. 

Mr. Edward S. Gilfillan, head worker of the Noel House settl^ 
ment, reports as follows on the station : 

In December, 1909, the Noel House branch found its i)ermanent home in the 
Noel House Club building. 602 Seventeenth street NE., where books have since 
been circulated. Three volunteer librarians have been in charge Monday, Wed- 
nesday, and Saturday afternoons, and Mrs. Gilfillan has given books every even- 
ing to from 8 to 10 young men, members of the Noel House gsrmnasium. More 
books have been given to adults this year than before and much appreciatioo 
shown. The residents find the library a great aid in club work and in the build- 
ing up of character in the neighborhood. 

OEORGETOWN STATION. 

Miss Mary D. Wightman, volunteer librarian, reports as follows on 
the work of the Georgetown station : 

Our circulation at Georgetown station still continues to fluctuate. This year 
we have had an increased number of boy readers. One, a boy of 15, who now 
takes books regularly, told us that until he began to come to the library he had 
never read but two books in his life. 

A number of readers, who have been coming to us since we opened, have been 
encouraged to visit the main library, and have enjoyed it so much that they hare 
withdrawn their cards from the station and now go constantly all the way to 
Mount Vernon square for the pleasure of going to the " big library." 

Up to this year we have struggled with old, high bookcases of a nondsecripi 
character. All of these, but one, have been replaced by sectional bookcases 
which add much to our convenience and also to the attractiveness of the room 

I am sorry to report a decrease in circulation for the year. The library wti 
closed from August until November, owing to my absence from the city. That 
fore the circulation of 1,122 books is for nine months instead of twelve. We 
feel encouraged, however, as our circulation for May was the largest of the year. 

Miss Alice I^rch. of the Library of (Congress, still continues to assist me. 

COIX)RED SOCIAL SETTLEMENT STATION. 

Mr. Thomas Hungerfonl, volunteer librarian of the colored social 
settlement station, reports as follows : 

Entering on its fourth year, tlie library is progressing wonderfully. Our 
])resent most urgent need is new l)ooks, which we hope will be supplied to ns later. 
Books missing are nonfiction. 12, and fiction, 30. 

ROSEDALE STATION. 

Miss Katheriiie M. Johnson, of the central library staff and volun- 
teer librarian of Rosedale station, reports as follows: 

Rosedale station circulated 4,740 books during the past year. The circulatit* 
has been fairly steady. A few weeks before the public school vacation the Toei- 
day afternoon opening was discontinued, as its purpose was to reach the childrei 
on their way home from school. 

It has not been possible this year to continue some of the features that wmt | 
giving most excellent results. Our catalogue was dropped, as the books wfi« 
changed and we were also unable to print new advertising matter. 
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We have tried to supply tbe demand for new books to some extent by carry- 
ing out copies from the main library, mostly of adult fiction. This lias been 
only partly satisfactory, as the books may be used at the station for only a 
limited time. Lately we have been sending out a few bulletins with the promise 
of supplying the books that might be selected from them, or at least bringing 
some on the same subject Variety of books is our greatest problem. Our 
whole stock might be changed with profit with the exception of some of the 
children*s classics. We are sure also that a collection of magazines would have 
a good circulation. 

We are indebted for the very efficient service of the library apprentice class, 
whose members practically conducted the Tuesday opening for several months. 
Miss Rose Vickers, of the main library staff, has continued her interest during 
the year, and is at present doing much of the work of our two weekly openings. 

YOUNG men's CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION STATION. 

Mr. Ralph McN. Dunbar, who is employed by the Young Men's 
Christian Association as librarian, reports as follows on the station 
at the central building of the association : 

On June 30 the Young Men's Christian Association station completed prac- 
tically its third year of service. Despite the fact that the policy outlined in the 
preceding annual report was not carried out as completely as had been hoped, 
the year was marked by substantial gains in several directions, as shown by the 
following statistics: 

Circulation : 

Fiction 6,874 

Nonaction 2, 757 

Juvenile 502 

Total 10,133 

Reading-room use 1, 906 

Total library use 12,039 

Rc^strations : 

Issues 286 

Cards transferred 110 

Total 396 

Moneys collected: 

Fines $86.09 

Duplicate collection 51. 90 

Ijost cards 1. 30 

Reserves .32 

Lost books 3.36 

Total 142. 97 

Analysis of th^ past year's statistics shows a large increase in the duplicate 
pay copies, at least from a financial point of view. The average number of 
these books in the coUection was from 25 to 30, and they were in circulation 
constantly. The dlfllculty lay in getting books of a proper standard and at the 
same time suited to the taste of readers, who were predominantly men. During 
the year numerous requests have come In for pay magazines. 

Another fact to be mentioned was the increased usefulness of the messenger 
service with the main library. In absence of a catalogue an indexed file of the 
monthly bulletins was kept, as well as of the numerous lists prepared by the 
<»irculation department. This aided the patrons in making their requests and 
reduced the work of looking up the call numbers at the central library to a 
ftmall fraction of the total number of l)ooks requested. 

Turning to a consideration of plans for future development, several dlfllcul- 
rlen appear. As conditions stand now little increase can or should be ex- 
pected. Indeed, the station will be fortunate if it holds its own. However, we 
have a tentative programme which, if carrlwl through, will asHure greater 
Rtrength to this station. 
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The collection of nonflction and reference books now kept permanently at thii I 
station is at present not as well adapted as should be to the deniauds for boob 
on political and social science, useful arts, natural science, and geuenil ^efe^ 
ence works. Experience has shown, too, that these nonflction books should, u 
far as possible, be of a general nature, leaving the speciflc or detailed bootJ 
to be obtained from the main library through the messenger service. What it 
needed, therefore, is a complete revision of this collection, adding books by out- 
right purchase, if necessary, to meet the station demand, and thereby malcin; 
it a library of value, in the truest sense of the word, to the residents of tlUi 
locality. 

In the matter of administration and equipment several facts should be noted. 
In, the report to the director of the department of education in the Young Men'i 
Christian Association, under whose auspices the station has been established 
and maintained, more shelves and a complete rearrangement of the librnry, in 
order to facilitate the service, was recommended. While nothing definite bai 
been decided upon, the recommendation has been cordially indorsed and likely 
to become effective September 1. It was urged, further, that provision be made 
for opening earlier in the afternoon; also, that the Juvenile demand be luet 
Were the latter proposition put in operation the circulation would soon be 
double the present one. These are all pressing needs and can not be urg^ too 
strongly. 

To increase the use of the improved library service a campaign of personal 
and general advertising is to be pursued during the coming year. The Yoosi 
Men*s Christian Association has had a large number of postal cards printed 
calling attention to the branch, explaining some of the features, and closlni 
with an invitation to register and make use of the service. These are to b« 
mailed to the new members of the association and to the residents of this 
vicinity. The plan of advertising in the various Young Men*s Christian Aseo- 
clation paniiihlets and bulletins. In the weekly journal. Men of Washington, and 
in dally papers will be continued more vigorously than ever. A larger and 
more effective use of public bulletin boards will also be made. The extent of 
all publicity will, however, depend on the increased facilities that the statloa 
will be enabled to offer the public. 

Finally, a closer connection between the main library and this station is ^e^ 
ommended; that Is, if a representative of the library would visit the statioo 
every month or so to inspect the service and to confer with the station librarlafi 
as regards needs and possible improvements, greater efficiency undoubtedly f 
would result. Those members of the library staff who come in contact with the 
station work have contributed in a large measure to the success of this year, 
and many thanks are due them for their valuable aid. It is hoped that it will 
be possible for this assistance to be more frequent and direct during the comloi: 
year. 

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE STATION. 

Miss Margaret Tjacke, volunteer librarian, reports as follows on ' 
the work of the Friendship House station : 

During the year since the former southeast Washington station has l>e€ii la- 
stalled at Friendship House the station has been open for the circulation of 
books ninety-eight days and has issued 1,390 volumes, al>out one-third of whldi 
were lent to adults. This circulation does not include books borrowed trm 
the main library on the " teacher's card " of the head worker and of the 
librarian. 

The room used for the library is attractive and homelike and is oiten as i 
reading room whenever the house is open. It Is growing increasingly popular 
with the boys and girls, and some books have been read to pieces in the read- 
ing room which have not figured in the circulation. 

The most popular book among the girls of grammar grades has been Mi* 
Jamison's Lady Jane, the boys showing a decided preference for •* war storlet" 
Efforts to direct the course of reading of the young people have been fairly ««■ 
cessful, and those who seemed to have exhausted the limited selection at ttr 
branch have been encouraged to visit the main library. 

The assistance during the winter and early spring of members of the apim- 
tlce class of the main library was much appreciated. Since April Miss JoM- I 
phlne Lynch has taken charge on Saturday afternoons, eTincing the tiff I 
Ubrary spirit and enthusiasm. 
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SUNDAT-80H0OL LIBRABIE8. 

As reported a year ago, arrangements were entered into with two 
inday schools by which the library duplicated up to $50 money con- 
ibuted by the Sunday schools, using the combined sums for the pur- 
ase of books and furnishing the Sunday schools, and exchanging 
often as desired, as many oooks as the united funds would buy. 
le Church of the Good Shepherd and the Grace Reformed Church 
ch contributed $25 and in return have had $50 worth of books for 
e use of the Sunday-school libraries. 

Grace Reformed Sunday School, open one hour on 40 Sundays, 
is circulated 325 books. The Rev. C. S. Abbot, jr., vicar of the 
lurch of the Good Shepherd, reports as follows on the success of 
e plan in his Sunday school : 

Id answer to your kind letter of Jane 25 with regard to tbe plan by which 
i Public Library has helped us with books for our Sunday-school library, 
should say that It has In every way been a success. There were about 00 
3ks bought on this plan, and as the library was very much run down these 
•re about the only books in circulation. During the Sunday school winter 
m. from October to June, the librarian tells me there were about 1.200 issues 
books. This does not count renewals of books for more than one week. In 
dition to this I used about 30 of the books at a boys' camp during last 
igust. As there are at>out 200 children in the department of the school which 
88 the library (out of a total of about 420 children), this would mean tliat 
of the books were read once by every child and more than that by some of 
mi. 

(n another respect the plan has worked well. In most Sunday-school 
raries one great difficulty is in keeping track of the books. Under this 
Item the children feel more responsibility, and we have found it possible to 
lect fines for books overdue, etc. Three books have been lost during the 
ir. having been in houses where there was scarlet fever and so were not 
amed. 

[ would be glad to enter into a similar arrangement in the fall with regard to 
3ks if the library authorities feel disposed to continue the plan. 

BUREAU or INFORMATION. 

Miss R. Lionne Adsit, who was in charge of the bureau of informa- 
m until just before the close of the year, reports as follows: 

rhe past year has been a most succcEsful one at the information desk, showing 
increase in work of every kind. Especially noticeable is the demand by 
iders for books to be selected for them. A great deal of this is naturally 
lited to certain subjects, like *'the best bird books," or "a standard one- 
lume United States history," or an " up-to-date civil government," but a 
rprising number are for no particular class and allow the attendant absolute 
iedom of Judgment 

It is a pleasure to have requests for " some interesting reminiscences," or a 
lOOk on charncter building," or "travel in Northwest," or " the best all- 
3und discussion of trusts," because there is a chance to make use of the 
owledge tit our finger tips and to learn more. Demands like those for a map 
London in 1685 or a list of the pallbearers of Qeorge Washington require 
►re detailed search. The fact that i)eople are contented with what has been 
3Sen for them and come again is gratifying, of course. 

%. number of b'bliogrnphies of from 10 to 30 titles have been compiled for 
lividuals on such subjects as the " Study of Ibsen," " Education of women in 
gland," " Table decorations for a clubhouse," etc. Material for debates is 
lected here, as well as in the reference room, but only that found in circu- 
ing books. For Instance, the questions have come up whether free school 
>kB should be provided for the children, whether the negro should have an 
Instrial or an academic education, whether heredity is more infiuential than 
'frnnnient, etc., which discussions are more fully treated in books than in 
iodlcals. 
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During tbi8 year the use of the desk telei^one has been constant and incmi- 
ing. Some teachers call regularly for books to be collected and sent by mei- 
senger or called for by them, and others send from time to time, bat lees oftn. 
The privilege of telephoning to find out if certain books are in the library « 
on the shelves or can be purchased, etc., has not yet been abused. Moch «C 
this work is done with the newspai)er8, which often wish a certain piotnre er 
pronuncifltion or poem on the spur of the moment. 

Several classes of eighth-grade pupils have been brought to the library, tod 
after an introduction to the head of the department, have returned repeatefflr 
for help in getting books, proving the experiment a success. These children tl» 
make use of the picture collection. 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Orace E. Babbitt, reference librarian, reports as follow^ od 
the work of the reference department : 

The year just closed has been the busiest in the history of the reference room. 
The high-school teacliers and pupils have realized that we can do a grejit detl 
for them, particularly in magazine literature for debates. We have had reqaertf 
from the various high schools to prepare lists for their use on income tax, diied 
election of President, ship subsidies, trade unions, pupil self-government, womaa 
suffrage, playgrounds, vivisection, small college versus the larger one. Ob 
some of these subjects there are Library of Congress bibliographies. Thesa of 
course, are used, supplemented by lists bringing them up to date. 

One of the concerns of the department during the year has been the makiiig 
of a directory of the clubs and societies in the District. The scientific and 
charitable organizations are fairly well represented in printed lists. The effort 
has been to fill these out and to make as full a list as possible of the literarj 
and musical organizations. Copies of a multigraphed letter were sent to the 
secretaries, or, if they were not known, to the presidents of the societies, indofi- 
ing blank post cards to be filled out and returned to the library. These car* 
gave space for title of organization, name and address of president and secre- 
tary, date of foundation and number of membership, object, note as to whether 
club is for men or women or both, and date of revision. These notes have beat 
transferred to catalogue cards and filed, and have proved very useful to the 
library as a mailing list and to answer various questions. It has also been 
highly appreciated by persons trying to secure the cooperation of the clubs to 
such efforts as the improvement of the so-called comic supplement. The club* 
are also asked to send programs, yearbooks, or anything they print, and tbey 
are all on file in the room for use by the club members or others. They are used 
largely for help in making new programs. 

The attendance during the year numberetl 113,732. as against 119,459 for the 
last year. The decrease Is due in part to the severe vagrancy law of the Dis- 
trict and in part to the strict sui)ervi8!on of the library guard in uniform, who 
does not allow any but readers to remain in the room. The benches which 
have been placed in the open-shelf room are filled more or less with persons 
looking over books who formerly took the book to the reference room to examine 
In spite of the growth of the special collections in the room, which have been 
selected with great care to meet the most frequent needs of readers, particu- 
larly the school children, the number of books brought to the room was 21,892. 
compjired to 19.395 last year. This goes to prove that serious study and readinf 
are increasing year by year in the room. 

The large proportion of men in the reference room was noticed in the early 
winter A count of the number of men and women actually in the room at one 
time was taken eighteen times in January at varying times of day and forty-two 
times during the rest of the fiscal year. The percentage of men was found to be 
82.8. This seems interesting in view of the talk during the past two or 
three years of the "feminization of libraries." Besides this, the useful 
arts room, at the other end of the building, is supposed to appeal particularly 
to the interests of the men. These figures do not represent the proportion of 
men and women coming to the room. The fact is the men make longer visits, 
both those who come for study — and a good many spend four or five hours at a 
time at work — and those who seem to be reading for pleasure. Women come and 
ask for assistance or information and go their ways. For instance, it is almost 
entlrelv women who take the French niagazliu^s from this deiwrtment. A count 
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of tbe attendance of men and women would show a more eqaal proportion, 
though still heavier for men. 

During the year 838 unbound and 245 bound magazines were circulated from 
this department. The unbound magazines consist chiefly of back numb^ii which 
have been withdrawn from regular circulation. These old numbers of the 
most important periodicals are kept on flle and are given out for work on debates 
chiefly. They are also of the greatest use when the regular sets are in the 
bindery. A reader seldom has to be told that a magazine can not be given him 
because " it is in the bindery," and the high-school boys and girls have drawn 
heavily on these files for their work. In addition, some of the foreign maga- 
zines, of which we have only one copy, are circulated from this department. 
Numbers of "Revue des deux mondes" are regularly circulated several times 
when they are no longer current, and the plays and novels Issued as supple- 
ments by ** L'illustration " are In considerable demand. Bound magazines are 
allowed to go out only when the need for them seems urgent. 

The *' Washlngtoniana " collection of clippings from newspapers and maga- 
zines is growing and has received a considerable accession during the year 
from a collection purchased by the library. This work consumes a good deal 
of time nnd thought, but It becomes more valuable with the years and is of most 
immediate and practical use to the school children asked to prepare themselves 
on " Local suffrage In the District," *' Should electric cars be run In Rock Creek 
Park," ** Should Washington become a manufacturing city," and other subjects 
on which there Is almost nothing in permanent form. 

The collection of bibliographies Is growing rapidly. The bound volumes are 
shelved with the other books, but three drawers of a vertical flle near the desk 
are filled with smaller lists, filed singly by subject. These have been collected 
from bulletins of brief lists separately published by other libraries, clipped from 
the pages of the Independent, our own lists published in the local papers, or that 
we have prepared by request or to meet a special need. Some of them are cata- 
logued and the catalogue cards marked '' Vertical file," but the most of them 
are represented in the catalogue by the subject at the top of the card, followed 
by a statement " For further information on this subject consult reference 
room attendant" This requires little time on the part of the cataloguer, and 
brings this list to the attenlon of the public, as well as to the library staff. 

The following table shows the number of readers In the room during the year 
and the number of l>ooks brought to the room for their use. 





Montb. 


— - - — — 


Week days and 
Sundays. 


Sundays only. 




Readers. 


Books. 


Readers. 


Books. 


July 


1909. 


5,417 
7,350 
8,86A 
10,634 
11,342 
9.949 

11,107 
10,213 
10,863 
10.382 
9,808 
7,792 


937 
915 
1,255 
1,806 
2,391 
2,037 

2,385 
2,077 
2,228 
2.304 
1,978 
1,489 


371 
826 
745 
1,183 
1,062 
872 

1,442 

1,070 

034 

1.061 

98G 

778 


57 


Aaeust 


136 


ScDtcmber 


126 


October 


262 


Novraiber 


170 


December 


117 


lanuaiy 


1910. 




264 


Pebniary ,,,-,...,,.,--, 


172 


If wrv^h , . 


172 


April. .4 


185 


Mfty 


198 


ifiiiie . . 


160 




THE U8BPUL 






Total 


ARlt* DEP.^ 


113,732 

.mraiEN 


21,802 
T. 


11,330 


2.087 



Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, assistant librarian, has charge of the useful 
arts department and reports as follows on its work : 

The original aim of this department has been kept In view at all times dur- 
ing the past year, and, following the suggestions In the last annual report, the 
effort has been made to do more extensively and more thoroughly the work be- 
inin In 1907. The most notloenble feature has been the large Increase In clrcu- 
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latlon and reference work. Continual advertising has been carried on in order 
to acquaint more and more people with our books, and individual attention 
to the requests of readers has been as thorough as possible on the part of the 
attendant. 

In the shelving and arrangement of the room itself few changes hare been 
made. A number of books have been withdrawn because of their age and small 
usefulness. Others have been labeled '* Stack " and sent to the closed stack& 
As the shelf space is definitely limited, this weeding-out process must go on. 
A locked glass front was placed on one of the shelves near the attendant's 
desk and in this are kept such small and valuable pocket books as Richpy, 
Kidder, Suplee, etc. A drawing board and material have been added for the 
use of men who desire to copy diagrams or study mechanical drawing from 
the books. All the books In classes R, S, and T were reclassified from the 
sixth to the seventh expansive system (with some variations) and are now 
iB much better order for use by the public. 

The selection and ordering of books is something which has been given spe- 
cial attention. About $800 has been expended for technical books during 
the year. New works of value and Importance on every subject have been 
bought where their price and usefulness warranted, requests by readers for spe- 
cial books have been carefully Investigated and generally met, and subjects on 
which the demand was particularly heavy have been built up proportionately. 
These special subjects Included agriculture and gardening, house plans, amateur 
work, and the building trades. To enable orders to be placed immediately upon 
the publication of a book, a fairly thorough search is made in the magazines 
for announcements and advertisements of new books. By this means books 
are often in circulation before they have been listed in such standard book 
lists as the Publishers* Weekly and the Catalogue of CJopyright Ehitries. The 
necessity of making a large book order in March warrants the recommendation 
that some sum of money be designated for technical books, subject to reduction 
in emergencies. This would allow a proper allotment of money during the 
months, and avoid holding up orders for several months by giving some defi- 
nite idea of the amount available at any time. 

The advertising of this department is described more fully in the special 
report on advertising (pp. 52-54) . It has resulted in heavy increase in circulation. 
As no statistics were kept until July, 1909, of the exact circulation of books 
from this department, it is impossible to make any complete comparison witb 
the circulation of a year ago. In classes R-U, W, and Z the total circulation 
this year was 34,715, as against 26,471 in 1908-9, an increase of 31 per cent 
In other words, the rate of increase in these special classes, which are shelved 
mostly, but not entirely, in the room, has been as great as that of 1008-9 over 
1907-8. 

The circulation of recent unbound magazines has been developed; 8,509 were 
borrowed, as compared with 2,778 in 1908-9, an increase of 208 per cent. At 
the present time 250 technical magazines are received by the department, the 
majority of these are kept in pamphlet boxes laid flat along the top of the book- 
cases. The current issue is put in a binder. All the other issues may be bor- 
rowed for home use, as many at a time as desired, at the discretion of the 
attendant. Such magazines as the Printing Art are not allowed to circulate. 
Of several magazines two copies are taken, one for binding. Owing to lack 
of funds only a small number of magazines are bound. These include Engi- 
neering News, Engineering Magazine, Scientific American and Supplement, 
Printing Art, Inland Printer, Keramic Studio, House Beautiful, Science, Popu- 
lar Science Monthly, and Cassier's. The unbound back volumes of the others 
are l^ept in the stacks. It is found that about as good serivce Is given the pulv 
lie by this system as would be if all the magazines were bound. The magazine 
Indexes make available a large amount of material, and as the numbers are un- 
bound they are allowed to circulate separately, thus giving a reader the priv- 
ilege to take them home, which he could not do if they were bound.- 

A large number of new readers are using the room. The advertising amoD| 
the labor unions, though slight, has brought many practical workmen, some 
of whom have been coming regularly during the year and are making a sys- 
tematic study on their trades. A small class from the painters* local met in 
the study room for several months. It is hoped that the study room and books 
may have similar use in the future. An article describing in full the work of 
the department was published in Special Libraries for May, 1910, and an arti- i 
cle on the trade catalogue collection appeared in Public Libraries for July, 
1910. ' 
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The following tables explain themselves: 

Attendance in useful arts roam, July, 1909, to June, 1910. 



Weekdays 

Smidays 

Month 

Week-day average 
Sunday average. . . 
Total average 







1000. 






July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


2,706 
156 


2,630 
357 


2,720 
318 


3,160 
436 


3,146 
366 


3,386 
207 


2,8r2 

104 

53 

06 


2,067 

101 

71 

06 


3,047 

104 

70 

101 


3,506 

121 

87 

116 


3,512 

121 

02 

117 


3,683 

130 

74 

138 



Weekdays 

Sundays 

Month 

Week-day average 
Sunday average.. 
Total average 









1010. 










January. 


Febru- 
ary. 


Man^. 


ApriL 


May. 


June. 

3.162 
256 


Total 




3,286 
424 


3,006 
372 


3,544 

204 


3,170 
235 


3,131 
333 


37,153 




3,844 








3,700 

12ft 

84 

110 


3,468 

120 

03 

124 


3,838 

168 

73 

123 


3,411 

122 

60 

114 


3,464 

120 

67 

112 


3,418 

122 

64 

114 


40.000 




133 




75 




113 







Comparison of circulation from useful arts department. 



R-U (Agriculture and technology) 

W (Applied art) !;.. 

2 (Printing and binding) 

Total 



1007-6. 



7,722 
6,700 
3,000 



18,331 



1006-0. 



12,665 
8.805 
5.001 



26,471 



1000-10. 



17,213 

12,004 

5,408 



34,715 



Increase, 
1900-10. 



4,548 

3,280 

407 



8,244 



Per cent. 



35 

35 

8 
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children's department and work with schools. 



Miss Clara W. Herbert, children's librarian, reports as follows on 
that department and on the work with schools: 

The lack of a supervisor of the work with schools, the loss in December of 
the first assistant, and the change of rooms has made this year one of marking 
time rather than one of real advance. 

The change of quarters for the children's department from the basement with 
Its dark hall to the second fioor made a great improvement. The department 
Is now, except during the period of excessive heat, ideally placed. It has the 
use of four rooms, a large attractive circulating and reading room, an office 
and workroom, and a school duplicate room in which to shelve the school col- 
lection and which affords the supervisor of work with schools with a place to 
confer with consulting teachers. The adjoining study room may also be used 
for club work with children, story hours, and visiting classes. 

Reference work has been developed by careful ordering of books in connec- 
tion with the topics studied in the schools and by book lists making readity 
available the required material. More help has been given the children in the 
selection of books through bulletins and lists and by personal supervision. Two 
folders were multigraphed for distribution, one on knighthood and one of his- 
torical stories. Both were annotated and proved popular. The books on King 
Arthur, though ordered in large numbers, were rarely to be found on the 
shelves. 

A small step toward helping the older boys was taken in setting apart a 
table for their use. This is adjacent to the shelves of technical books and on 
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a bulletin board are posted lists of books to be found in the larger collection 
of the useful-arts room. 

Further extension work through home libraries and on playgrounds is 
urgently needed. 

It is difficult in this beautiful capital city to conceive of the want that exist? 
in certain quarters. The following story, which is not exceptionally pitiful 
illustrates the demand frequently made upon the children's department to get 
the books to the children without waiting for the children to come to the 
library. A boy over the compulsory school age is plodding to get througli 
school. He is out of school part of the time to work and part of the time 
because he lacks suitable clothing. The father is a drunkard, the home life 
miserable, but the mother and the boy are determined that he shall have an 
education in spite of all odds. He was discovered reading trash and the teacher 
remonstrated with him. The boy's reply was that he simply had to read, and 
that he had read everything that he could get hold of. The miserable stuff 
was all his environment could produce. If better had been available^ he wouM 
have read it. Imagine the power for good that good books would be in the life 
of that boy *' who simply had to read." Yet such a case the library does not 
reach at all. Books must be got to him through some more informal, less 
expensive way. 

It is to meet such needs that home libraries are required. Also the summer 
affords an unusually good opportunity for extension work. The children liave 
leisure during the vacation and the heat keeps them from more active pursuits. 
The playgrounds are glad to have the books and are excellent points of dis- 
tribution. The collection now available for this work is sadly meager, and 
should h;ive large additions. Also a supervisor is needed who will locate li- 
braries, find volunteers to conduct them and look after the clerical details. 

This work is not a fad, or a sentimental outgrowth of the work with children, 
but is necessitated by local conditions, and should be organized without delay. 
Built up along sociological and educational lines, it would prove invaluable 
in advancing the work for the children of Washington. 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

As the appropriation for the year provided for no special assistant to carry 
on the work with schools, it fell again upon the children's librarian and her 
first assistant, who could ill be spared from the regular work of the department 

Such work as they were able to do was concentrated upon the distribution 
of 2,500 volumes in the collection, and in visiting class rooms to locate tiie 
books to advantage and to interest the children in the best books. A regular 
plan was pursued this year by which folk lore and myths were used as a basif 
for talks in the third grade, myths and knighthood stories in the fourth. 
knighthood in the fifth, historical stories in the sixth and seventh, books for 
older boys and girls, how to use the catalogue, etc., in the eighth. This was 
found profitable, but should be worked out with greater care another year. 

It is a pleasure to report that the books issued to the schools were in almost 
every case bandied carefully and mutilation and loss of books made good to 
the library. 

In comparing the work with that of the libraries of other cities, the following 
points may be noted: 

One-fifth only of the school population are registered readers of the library, 
as against an almost complete registration in some other cities. 

The school collection compares with the collection of other cities of similar 
school population, according to the figures of 1908-0, as follows : 



Citiea. 



Newark 

Detroit 

Buffalo 

Washington. 





PubUc- 
nchool 


Vrfmnw 

in sphoel 

ooUee- 

tton. 




53,880 
82,231 
61,617 
52,739 


36, IM 
15l8K 






31,787 
• 1,(BB 







Collection incTpa»ed to 2.500 for 1909-10. 
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Am we look about and see tbe work to be done we look back with regret upon 
the lost opportunities of the past year, but forward with pleasure to the coming 
winter, when a highly trained supervisor is to be in charge. Under her efficient 
administration, with school officials and teachers who heartily further every 
effort of the library, and with children waiting eagerly for books, the work will 
surely prosper and appreciable advance be made. 

Following are the tables of statistics: 

Children*8 department 8tatistics, July 1, 1909, to June SO, 1910. 

School duplicate circulation: 

Fiction. 14,910 

Nonflction 13,260 

Playground circulation : 

Fiction 1, 292 

Nonaction 236 

Sunday-school libraries 1, 535 

Children's room circulation 115,911 

Total Juvenile circulation 147,144 

Total Juvenile registration 2,781 

Estimated attendance 167, 438 

Sunday attendance 6, 402 

line postals sent 1,910 

Applications mailed 2, 228 

Cinrulathn by months and classes from July /, 1909^ to June SO, 1910. 

CHILDREN'S ROOM. 









1909. 








July. 


August. 

107 
234 
902 
43 
156 
191 
217 
587 
106 
5,071 


September. 


October. 

115 
444 

1,482 
98 
224 
190 
237 
781 
121 

4,789 


November. 

161 
480 

1,925 
120 
321 
239 
286 

1,065 
146 

5,962 


December. 


Philosophy and religion 

Biography 


139 
263 
991 
53 
244 
191 
242 
793 
114 
6,013 


113 
274 
965 
60 
181 
177 
220 
613 
121 
4,658 


183 
353 


History and travel 


1,506 


Social science 


103 


Natural science 


193 


Useful arts 


175 


Recreative and flne arts 

Literature 


210 
997 


P«rfodic»lfl 


107 


Fiction 


5,544 






Total 


9,043 
347 


7,616 
293 


7,391 
284 


8,481 
326 


10,725 
412 


9,371 


Average daily circulation 


360 



Philosophy and religion. . 

BJocraphy 

History and travel 

Social science 

Natural science 

Useful arts 

Recreative and flne arts. . 

Literature 

Periodicals 

Fiction 

Total 

Average daily circulation 







1910. 








ToUl. 


Per cent. 


January. 


February. 


March. 


AprU. 


May. 


June. 


221 


226 


244 


248 


183 


150 


2,090 


1.80 


450 


613 


588 


470 


360 


301 


4,839 


4.18 


1,807 


1,870 


1,896 


1,699 


1,394 


985 


17,424 


15.03 


72 


64 


90 


86 


61 


35 


894 


.77 


261 


276 


320 


409 


304 


196 


3,085 


2.66 


231 


236 


288 


286 


186 


153 


2,543 


2.19 


234 


266 


285 


290 


280 


280 


3,047 


2.63 


1,116 


1,154 


1,161 


1,010 


935 


756 


10,968 


9.46 


132 


124 


154 


122 


114 


101 


1,464 


1.27 


6,626 


6,438 


7,054 


6,222 


5,521 


5,640 


60,557 


60.01 


11,158 


11,267 


12,082 


10,842 


9,338 


8,507 


115,911 


100.00 


429 


400 


447 


417 


350 


330 


373 
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School duplicate circulation, October, 1909, to June, 1910, 



Number of books sent to schools 

Number of class rooms using books 

Reference use of books t 



October. 



1,641 
66 



January. 



1,880 

01 

666 



March. 



1,6S2 
71 



May. 



1,003 

42 

1,020 



TotaL 



6,361 

270 

2.58i 



Circulation according to cHatta and distribution. 





October. 




March. 


May. 


TotaL 


Philoeophy and religion 


03 

681 

1,113 

15 

100 

165 

105 

856 

4,470 


150 

8n 

1,633 

43 

105 

211 

84 

716 

4,017 


53 
456 
850 

18 
129 
158 

53 

428 

3,407 


206 

920 

1,639 

23 

194 

170 

60 

761 

3,016 


516 


Biography 7. 


2,034 


History and travel 


6,344 


Social science 


00 


Natural science 


717 


Useful arts 


704 


RMireAtivA ftnd fln^ artfl 


301 


Literature 


2.751 


Fiction 


14,910 






Total 


7,607 


7,035 


A5fi0 


6,970 


28,176 







School duplicate books lost: 

Through contagious disease 6 

Unaccounted for 

Total IS 

Books missing in 1000 found in 1010 3 



PICTURE COLLECTION AND EXHIBITIONS. 

Miss Frances Moore has, in addition to her work at the bureau of 
information, been in charge of the picture collection, and has ar- 
ranged the eidiibitions held in the library. She reports as follows: 

The best argument in favor of the existence of a picture collection Is a state- 
ment of circulation ligures. In round numbers, 1,000 pictures went out the 
first year, 17,000 the second, 42,000 the third, and 03.000 In this, the fourth year 
since the collection was begun. The greatest number of pictures ever sent 
out in one month Is 8,975, April, 1910. This is 1,909 more than the largest cir- 
culation last year, and averages 345 pictures sent out, or 690 pictures handled 
every day. 

Teachers in every white school in Washington have used the pictures. There 
has been scarcely a day this year that we have not been called upon to furnish 
material to the normal schools. Last. yearns clipping days, when the normal- 
school pupils came to the library to cut out pictures, have been largely inirtm- 
mental in bringing about this condition. These students also gave pmctical 
suggestions for classification and arrangement of pictures and of new subjects 
useful in their work. The use of reserve slips is steadily growing. By this 
system a teacher can leave at the library memoranda of the pictures she will 
need in her work for several weeks. The subjects are looked up, pictures 
mounted, new material collected, if necessary, and the work covered in a way 
that would be impossible on short notice. There are, of course, many instances 
when it is impossible to know what material will be needed, and in such cases 
the pictures already mounted must be used, but the reserve system is more 
satisfactory to the teacher and simpler for the library. 

An outline of picture work, giving sources, arrangement, rules for circulation 
and uses was prepared at the request of a visiting librarian. This outline has 
been multigraphed and may be obtained by application. The picture frames 
have been out since September and are always in demand. 

Hereafter all illustrations that may become interesting historically will be 
dated. This includes pictures of cities, houses, celebrations, portraits^ modan 
paintings and sculpture, inventions, etc. 

As this collection becomes known It finds many patrons besides the teachers. 
It Is used by costumers, professional and amateur. The newspapers send for 
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llliiBtntlonp for disaster stories. A call Irom a reporter for a portrait or 
Dltistralton elmoBt inrariably means thot some calamltr bae befallen sd lodl- 
Tiduat or a commnnlty. Plcturea of brtdgea, dama, dangerous railroad paseea, 
alrsblpa, volcnnoes are often clipped becaoae, in case of accident, the newB- 
papers will want tbem. 

Etirl; In tbe year Qve scbools were visited. Immedlatel; 208 pictnres went 
OQt to teachers who bad never used tbe collection before, and 6 of tbeae teach- 
ers became weekly patrons tbroughout the year. Press of work at the library 
prevented a continuation of these rlslts, wlilcb mean so mncb In getting per- 
Bonnlly in touch with tcacbers, watching them with their classes, and in trying 
to get their point of view. 

The Interest of high-school teachers was stimulated by the meeting held in 
November, and there have been frequent calls from them throughout tbe year. 
Tbese requests are principally for authors' |x>rtralts and homes and scenes from 
great books. DeBlgns for book covers and stenciling have been added to the 
collection at the request of tbe teachers of drawing and design. This addition 
will be useful to Jewelers, firts and crafts workers, and all designers. 

The number of photographs, prints, and reproductions In color of the works 
of grent painters that have lieen UFed by the patrons of the library In tbe past 
year is particularly luteresllug. The fine arts total, 11,041, Is twice ns large as 
Tast year's circulation in the sonie class. These pictures have t>een used largely 
by study clubs and lecturers, although a great many have gone to the schoola 

The picture collection has received many valnable gifts during tbe year, in- 
cluding photographs, post cards, books, and clippings. Several hundred pic- 
tures on the history of tbe royal families of Europe are an Interesting and 
useful addition. 

There are many wnys In which the picture collection can be improved. The 
besvy circulation takes nil tbe time that can be spared from other library work. 
Fresh material clipped from current magazines Is not available, because it Is 
impossible to keep tlie filing up to dnte. A large numtwr of tbe pictures clipped 
flince last September are stltl uuctasslfled. while hundreds of magazines are 
fltacked, walling to be cut up. Wc are sometimes forced to use old and worn 
out pictures, when there are fresh ones In the Qles, simply because It Is Impos- 
sible to spare fifteen minutes to get a new set rendy. Four hours a day is all 
tbnt can be allowed for this work. The assignment of an assistant to give 
entire time and attention to this branch of the library work would result In a 
grent improvement In the arrangement and selection of the pictures and there- 
tore In the usefulness of tbe collection. 

Picture circulation. 
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EtHiBrnoifa. 

It has been tbe custom for several years to All the exhibition cases on the 
SKcond floor with pictures relating to the free lectures that are given each year 
under tbe auspices of the Washington Society of tbe Fine Arts. The first lec- 
turer of this season was Doctor Powers, who spoke on the Art of the Pharaohs. 
Abont lEO photographs showing the scuti>ture. paintings, hieroglyphics, and 
(nroitnre of the early Egyptians were shown. Dr. T. Lindsay Blayney's lecture 
oo The Beanties of Gothic Art was Illustrated by pictures of the great Gothic 
catbedtala of Europe. For Arts and Crafts, Past and Present, by Miss Anna 
Seaton-Scbmldt, pttiotographs of the work of the Florentine crsftsm«i weT« 
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placed in the picture cases, and the Noyes cases were filled with artlcleB made 
in the Arts and Crafts studio and Neighborhood House. These examples of 
modem craftsmanship included rugs, baskets, vases, Jewelry, brass and copper 
work, stenciling, and embroidery. Photographs of monuments, statues, and 
fountains were used for Dr. J. Q. Adams's lecture on Public Art. About May 16 
a collection of original drawings and cartoons by Mr. Clifford K. Berryman, of 
the Evening Star, was placed on exhibition. 

About 15 bird arrival bulletins furnished to the library by the United States 
Biological Survey and illustrated by pictures from our collection were poi^ 
on the bulletin board in the hall. Specimens from Hough's American Woodfl 
formed an interesting exhibit. 



LECTURE HALL AND STUDY ROOM USE. 

The following is a record in detail of the various organizations 
using the lecture hall, the speakers, their subjects, and the attendance 
at the public meetings, so far as such records were kept: 



Date. 



Mar. 1 



Mar. 
Mar. 


3 
10 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


14 
17 
22 


Apr. 


4 


Apr. 
Apr. 


5 
20 


May 

May 

May 


12 
12 
14 
27 


June 


14 


June 21 



1909. 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 27 


Nov. 


5 


Nov. 
Nov. 


15 
17 


Nov. 


19 


Nov. 
Dec. 


29 
6 


Deo. 


8 


Dec. 
Dec. 


14 
15 


1910. 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 15 


Jan. 


17 


Jan. 


26 


Jan. 
Feb. 


27 
1 


Feb. 


7 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


10 
14 
15 



Organization. 



Legion of Loyal Women 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

Washington Esperanto Society 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

Washington Esperanto Society 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

U. 8. Civil Service Retirement Asso- 
ciation. 

Washington Society of Fine Arts 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 



Washington Society of Fine Arts 

U. S. Civil Service Retirement Asso- 
ciation. 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Societv of Applied Arts 

Washmgton Society of Fine Arts 



Govern- 



Association of American 
ment Accountants. 

Chemical Society 

National Catholic Women's Circle. . . 

Cooperative Council 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Washington Society of Fine Arts 



Arts and Crafts School. 
Chemical Society 



Lecturer. 



Mrs. E. S. Mussey . 
Dr. E. E. Brown. 



L. G. Powers... 
Arnold Christen. 



J. H. T. Hitts. 



Arnold Christen. 
L. G. Powers... 



Representatives Goul- 

den, Austin, etc. 
Dr. H. H. Powers 



Dr. T. L. Blayney. 



Dr. Walter Hough 

Miss Anna Seaton- 
Schmidt. 



Rev. A. P. Doyle. 



California State Association 

High School Teachers' Association.. 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

Washington Society of Fine Arts 

District of Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation. 

High School Teachers' Association.. 

Chemical Society 

Cooperative Council 

Association of American Govern- 
ment Accountants. 

Mrs. E. S. Mussey Tent, No. 1, 
Daughters of Veterans. 

High School Teachers Association. . . 



H. D. Hemenway. 



Frank G. Hale 

Dr. W. D. Bigelow. 



Frank Poston. 



J. Q. Adams. 



Hon. F. H. GiUett. 
L. G. Powers 



Subject. 



Women of other lands . . 
Bureau of Education 

Library. 
Municipal budgets and 

expenditures. 
Esperanto 



Accounts of the foreign 

service. 
Espwanto 



Civil pensions 

Art of the Pbaroahs. 



Beauties of Gothic art . 
CivU pmsions 



Design , 

Arts and crafts, past 
and present. 



Catacombs of Home . . 



Flower garden oomp»- 

Ution. 

Jewelry 

Construction and eqidp- 

ment of a chenuoal 

laboratory. 
California 



Civic art. 



Civil pmaioos 

Preeident's addvMi. 

Flag day 



Attend- 
ance. 



317 
70 

138 

219 



142 
51 

2» 

29 
45 



Ul 
19 



37 
344 

9 

II 
46 

m 

n 

lao 

7» 

SI 



370 

"45 

27 



IS 
IS 



s 

ISO 
17 

1» 
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STUDY ROOM USE. 

The following is a list of the or^nizations meeting in one of the 
study rooms, with number of meetings held : 

American Woman's League 1 

CJouncil of Civic Center 8 

Washington Esperanto Society 1 

High-School Teachers* Association 2 

Historic Sites Committee 2 

League of American Pen Women 9 

Neighborhood House Board i — 8 

Painters and Decorators Union 32 

Primary Teachers* Association 9 

Society of Applied Arts 11 

Twentieth Century Club sections 27 

Woman's National Press Association 2 

Total 112 

BOOK OBDEB DEPABTMENT. 

Miss Emma Hance, chief of the order department, reports as fol- 
lows on that work: 

The net strength of the collection of June 30, 1909, was 114,3^ volumes. 
During the last fiscal year 12,597 volumes were added, 5,951 were withdrawn, 
and 67 volumes previously witlirtrawu were found and restored to the records. 
This made the net strength of the collection on June 30, 1910, 121,077 volumes. 
Of the total accessions 10,388 were purchased, 1,811 were gifts, and 398 were 
serials bound. The duplicate collection was increased by 734 volumes, at a 
cost of $763.89. 

In addition to the regular congressional appropriation of $7,500 for books, 
$2,894.11 was expended from the desk fund, and $141.73 from the donation 
fund (including $55.50 from the Woman's Anthropological Society fund), 
making the total expenditure for books $10,535.84. 

It will be noticed that the number of books added this year is 3,530 less than 
the accessions last year. This can be accounted for by the following reasons: 
In 1909-10 there was not so much money available for the purchase of books, 
for although the congressional appropriation remained $7,500 as for the past 
four years, only $2,894.11 could be spent from the desk fund, as against 
$4,719.45 last year. This was because, at the opening of the last fiscal year 
there was a smaller balance in the desk fund than at the beginning of the 
previous year, and also because the money has had to be spent in other ways 
than for the purchase of books. Then, too, the book purchases for the adult 
collection this year have included a rather large proportion of technical books, 
which are expensive. The number of gifts added has also been smaller by 
1,715 because we were not receiving the large gifts from the United States 
departmental libraries which came to us the year before. 

The library continues its policy of reviewing carefully all new fiction and 
Juvenile books before purchasing. Out of the 453 books received on approval 
and reviewed last year, 229 were accepted and 224 rejected. 

This department gives careful attention to the recommendations and *' always 
out " slips left by library users. I^ast year 279 books especially recommended 
were purchased, and the patrons notified, and 117 books were secured for those 
leaving *' always out ** slips. 

During the past year the library si>ent $147 for Russian books, a very valu- 
able addition to our meager collection of books in this language. 

Over $1,800 was spent for books In Chlvers bindings. These were largely 
Htandard fiction and books for the children's rooui and school duplicate col- 
lections. We have just added about 100 volumes of the Everyman's library 
specially l>ound in pigskin. These are attractive in appearance and seem to be 
l>oiind so that they will give satisfactory wear. 
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The following tables show the number of accessions and money spent for 
the adult collection, children's room, school duplicates, and traveling libraries: 

CloM record of accessions. 
Adult Collection. 



A (cenen! works) 

B-BQZ (phll(Mophy) . . . . 

BR-BZ (relWon) 

C (Christianity) 

D feoclesiastiou history). 

E (biography) 

F(history) 



OCreoKTaphy) 

H-K (social sciences). 



Ir-Q (natural sciences) 

R-U (useful arts) 

V-VuY (games, sports, and theater) 

VV- W (music and fine arts, plastic and graphic) . 

X (language) 

Y (literature) 

Z (book arts) 

Fiction 



Total. 



Serials 
bound. 



178 

10 

2 

2 

7 



22 
3 
64 
23 
28 
1 
19 



35 



394 



Gifts. 



67 

40 

18 

4A 

17 

157 

108 

80 

275 

IW 

174 

13 

108 

8 

219 

101 

1G8 



1,740 




Cost 



$43.34 
118.56 

62.46 
142.73 

60. 90 
355.21 
327.86 
518.00 
657.04 
348.16 
663.88 

71.49 
481.06 

80.03 

44».39 

209.06 

2.033.09 



6,629.24 



Nonflctlon.. 
Fiction 



Total. 



CHILDREN'S ROOM. 



40 
17 



57 



1,108 
1,316 



2,424 



SCHOOL DUPLICATES. 



1.152 8828 42 
1,333* 1.222 46 



2,485 I 2,05a88 



Nonflctlon. 
Fiction 



Total. 



4 
1 



839 
730 



l,5t9 



TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 



843 
731 



1,574 



Sa53.77 
(>3&13 



1,291. 



Nonfl(*tlon_ . , .,,,,., 






198 
179 


108 
179 


S110.71 


Fiction 






158.99 










Total 






377 


3n 


2l9 79 











TOTAL ACCESSIONS. 





Adult. 



5,516 
2,674 


Juvenile. 


Total. 


Nonflctlon. 


2.179 
2,228 


S7.e9S 
4.901 


Fiction 




Total 


8,190 


4,407 


12.597 





COST OF BOOKS PURCHASED AND ACCESSIONED, 190IK10. 



Nonflctlon.. 
FicUon 



Total. 



84.606.87 
2,044 09 



6,65a 96 



81.581.58 
2,000 17 



S6.18&45 
4.0£3 26 



3,50a75 10,341.71 
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CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Julia H. Laskev, head cataloguer, reports as follows on the 
work of the catalogue department : 

The decrease In the number of accessions during the fiscal year accounts for 
the corresponding difference between the number of volumes catalogued this 
year and last. But a relatively larger number of the books were scientific or 
technical, requiring to be exhaustively analyzed. The great increase in this 
branch of the work is shown in the following table, which gives the record by 
months : 



Volumes shelf listed 

Volumee dassifled and catalogued 

New titles catalogued 

Parts of books catalogued 

Cards written and filed 

, — - — * 



1909. 



July. 



1,176 

1,289 

388 

232 

2,800 



August. 



182 
54 
35 



416 



Septem- 
ber. 



539 

388 

48 

696 

1,739 



October. 



1,088 
976 
409 
100 

2,483 



Novem- 
ber. 



1,321 

1,108 

465 

24 

2,840 



Decem- 
ber. 



1,564 

1,366 

280 

56 

1,846 









1910. 


• 




Total. 




January. 


February. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Volumes shelf listed 


821 

732 
255 
323 

2,686 


713 

769 

358 

54 

2,538 


1,355 

1,064 

401 

31 

2,466 


1,505 

1,932 

436 

27 

1,300 


908 

849 

235 

28 

1,473 


1,730 

1,211 
330 
427 

3,146 


12,902 


Volumes classified and cata- 
logued 


11,737 


New titles catalogued 


3,640 


Parts of books catalogued 

Cards written and filed 


1,998 
25,733 







Of the 11,737 volumes classified and catalogued, 3,640 were new titles, 6,504 
duplicates, 244 replacements, and the remainder, 1,349, added volumes of peri- 
odicals, annuals, and incomplete sets. 

The number of cards sent by the Library of Ck)ngress to be filed in the deposi- 
tory catalogue is steadily increasing, amounting this year to 42,236, besides 1,000 
cancels and reprints. 

Copy for 420 titles of the Washington series wns furnished the Library of 
Congress for the union catalogue, an increase of 52 per cent over the number 
sent last year. As a consequence, our own cards form no small proportion of 
the number of printed cards used in our catalogue. 

A feature of the yearns work has been the cataloguing of a large mass of 
pamphlets, governmental and other, which have been accumulating in the 
library for several years. Much of this material wns not of enough value to 
be catalogued separately, but was sorted and arranged according to subject 
matter, catalogued, and bound or fastened together in red-rope covers. The 
cataloguing of these made volumes entailed many new forms, notes, and refer- 
ences, but was well worth the doing, as the library now has in usable form 
many compilations on important subjects hitherto but sparsely represented by 
our regular accessions. A great deal of local material was treated in a similar 
manner, forming the basis of what is hoi)ed will be a valuable collection of 
Washingtoniana. This material was divided Into two main classes. Wherever 
Bufllcient material justified it. publications of institutions or societies which 
appear periodically were catalogued, red-roped, and shelved, awaiting binding. 
The more fragmentary sets, annuals, etc., and all other material, classed as 
miscellaneous, were arranged In pamphlet boxes according to subject, labeled 
and shelved in the catalogue room. From these publications In hand, a list of 
wants was made to facilitate the obtaining of lacking numbers. 

The plan for reclassifying the books in the technological department, referred 
to In last year's report, was carried out. The work proved to be much greater 
than was expected, more than 2,000 volumes in the classes R, S, and T being 

63984—10 4 
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changed within a p^od of two moDtlu. The work wu dcHie bo tspldly aid 
^rstematlcallr that no one book was out of circulation for more tban forty-eiglit 
hoam, tbaa demoostrstini; tbe tact that such needed changes may be made with- 
out closing; that department of tbe librai7 which they effect. It is proposed to 
continue the rerlslon of the claBsiQcatlon daring the coming year. 

As tbere was some demand for boobs In the Russian langoage, a select col- 
lection has been porcfaased and catalogued. Two sets of cards were made, one 
in Russian characters for tbe use of twrrowera and the other a short tranallter 
ated form for the oScJal catalogue. 

It Is becoming evident that the needs of the public will t>e beat sopplled by 
having separate catalogues, not only for tbe collections of the raiiouB foreign 
langaages and musk, but for the books In tbe tecbiiol(«lcal department and the 
projected branch library at Takoma. This means a great deal of dupllcatloo. 
It 1b estimated that at least one-balf of oar cards are typewritten, hence tbe 
question of eitoislve duplication with a minimum amount of time and labor 
becomes a serious and Important one. It seems likely that this problem may be 
BOlTed by tbe use of tbe multlgraph already In successful operation In tbe Johns 
Htvklna UnlTertdty Library and the Cleveland Public Library. 

STATISTICS, 1910. 
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In addition 344 books were reported as missing from the stations, of whldt 
240 were Action and 104 nonflctlon ; a total of 83 less than the nnmb^ r^Mrtcd 
last year. Elghty-slx of those missing last year were found. 
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BINDERY DEPARTMENT. 



Miss Elizabeth P. Gray, supervisor of binding, reports as follows on 
that work : 

The library binding record is as follows : 



Books bound, binding fund. 

Books bound, desk ftind 

Duplicate collection bound. 



Total bound 

CaX\ numbers gilded 

Magasines prepared for circulation. 

Books repairea 

Books reenforoed 



Total expenditure. 



Volumes. 



6,621 
939 
483 



7,053 
4,101 
1,819 
1,314 
167 



Cost. 



13, OSS. 7a 
494.00 
233.30 



3,783.00 

164.04 

127.33 

126.70 

16.70 



4,217.86 



The $3,500 congressional appropriation for binding was expended thus: 
$3,490.50 for binding, gilding, covering magazines, reenforcing books and repair- 
ing by the binding contractor ; $4.50 for glue brushes and $5 for repair work by 
direct employment. The desk-fund appropriation of $500 was spent thus: For 
binding $494, and for repair work by direct employment $6. 

No better proof of the excellence of the work accomplished in our bindery 
can be furnished than to note the small percentage of volumes bound during the 
year that need attention. The durability of the output thoroughly demon- 
strates the value of overcast sewing nearly all rebound books. 

Our main styles of binding have proved so satisfactory that few changes have 
been made, but the library buckram approved by the United States Bureau of 
Standards, which we have used for more than six months, promises to be a 
most valuable addition. 

A new method of reenforcing publishers* bindings has been adopted. This 
Is most useful for inexpensive juvenile books. The book is stripped of its cover 
as formerly, but the first and last few sections are whipstitched, a canton flan- 
nel strap added to back, new guarded end papers are used, and the book re- 
turned to the original case. This overcomes the weakening at joint, where the 
spongy quality of the publishers' paper allows the book to start, leaving the 
outer surface of the paper sticking fast to the flannel back. 

Flexible glue has proved most useful for repairing books loosening from the 
case, where the sewing remains intact. By its use we are often able to retain 
an attractive publisher's binding as long as it remains reasonably fresh, thus 
giving greater variety to our shelves, and the book is in nowise injured for 
binding later. The life of the book for which there is little demand is greatly 
prolonged, and we are also enabled to get the full measure of use from books 
too soiled and worn to warrant rebinding. 

The flexible glues on the market were so expensive that at the suggestion of 
onr binder we have prepared a perfectly satisfactory glue for about one-quarter 
the cost of the prices charged. 

A 19 page typewritten list of periodical wants, covering our most important 
sets, was issued and resulted in numerous gifts and purchases. Many valuable 
sets were completed, such as American Catholic Quarterly Review, American 
Economic Association publications, American Journal of Archseology, American 
Journal of Sociology, American Monthly Magazine, Ck)untry Life in America, 
International Studio, and Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

Three hundred and eighty-one magazines were bound during the year. Our 
constantly increasing collection of valuable bound magazines has impressed ns 
with the importance of eliminating from our list material worthless to us. 
Twenty-one titles were recently withdrawn because of their small use in a 
library of this character. 

A card index of magazines and publications, which we are binding to date^ 
has been made. This is typewritten and indicates style of binding, numbers 
included in each bound volume, exact flnishing to be used on the back, etc. 

In February we had about 4,000 volumes in our repair room awaiting bind- 
ing. Books come to us daily, not only from our main library, but school dupli- 
cates, traveling libraries, and stations in excess of the number which our c»Qe> 
gressional appropriation enables us to care for. 
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The poor quality of publishers' bindings, especially of fiction and juvenile 
books, brings us a large number that have seen but little service. Most of these 
are standard worlds, so it is necessary to purchase copies to keep the number in 
circulation good. The average cost of each book is about $1, and 'if replaced 
the new copy would soon be in a similar condition. As 50 cents is the average 
cost of binding a volume, the financial advantage gained is apparent. 

In consideration of these facts, the trustees placed $500 of the desk fund at 
the disposal of the bindery department, and our table of expenditure shows the 
result. 

When we consider the fact that $1,000 added to our appropriation would bind 
only 40 books per week additional, we realize the need of a substantial advance 
in order that all the resources of the library may be made available to the 
public. 

APPRENTICE CLASS. 

In addition to conducting the bureau of information, Miss R 
Lionne Adsit had supervision of the apprentice class. She reports 
as follows: 

On April 30 the sixth apprentice class finished its training with an excep- 
tionally satisfactory record. Of the 12 who were admitted to the entrance 
examination, 10 passed, 9 entered the class, and none of these withdrew, save 
for appointment on the staff. One member received such an appointment the 
second month and another a temporary position from February to May. 

The question has come up for discussion whether or not a longer course, 
perhaps of eight months, would be an advantage. The arguments seem to be 
chiefly in favor of such a plan since the course would then be of the same length 
as the ordinary school year, and it would work no hardship on the apprentices 
to stay two months longer, as more of the departments could be revisited for 
practice work, as there would be less necessity for crowding work and exami- 
nations in the last month, and as the added experience and efficiency of each 
apprentice would be considerable. The fact that more of the time of the chiefs 
of the departments would be consumed is offset by the help which the appren- 
tices are able to give after six months of training. 

The courses of lectures on foreign literature, selection of books, bibliography, 
public libraries, children's literature, and the work of each department have 
been much the same as the previous year. The practice work at two of the 
stations, three times a week, has also been continued with great satisfaction. 

The class as a whole Joined the District of Columbia Library Association and 
enjoyed the addresses given there as well as two others in connection with chil- 
dren's work and one by Miss Mary P. Farr on library organizing In Maryland. 

It is very gratifying to know that enough love and enthusiasm for library 
work has been instilled into the class so that at least four of the nine are look- 
ing toward higher training. During the summer probably all of the class will 
receive temporary appointments in the library and a few permanent positlona 

PUBLICITY AND MULTIGRAPH PRINTING. 

The methods of advertising the library and the use made of the 
multigraph in this work and in the printing of library forms, etc., are 
thought to be of sufficient interest to justify a special report. This 
has been prepared by Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, assistant librarian, and 
is as follows : 

The advertising done by the library during the last year has been systematic 
and extensive. Interesting new readers in the library has been the chief aim, 
but those who were already card holders have not been neglected. 

The Monthly Bulletin has been issued each month, generally in an edition 
of 1,500 copies. Every adult on registering receives a copy, and it is freely 
distributed at the library and mailed to selected addresses. This bulletin is 
simply a monthly reprint of the weekly book lists appearing in the Evening 
Star, with sometimes a few notes added. Special lists, books for practical boys, 
newly added books In French, woman suffrage, and lenten reading have been 
included in various issues of the bulletin. 

The Educational Bulletin has appeared monthly during the school year. 
This contains any message the library may wish to send to teachers in general 
and lists of current books and magazine articles on education. It is printed 
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on the multigraph in an edition of 500 copies and sent to teachers in the 
District 

Through the newspapers the library is able continually to reach many per- 
sons who would otherwise never become Icnown to us. All of the newspapers 
have shown much interest in the library and have cooperated on every occasion 
in working for publicity. New readers frequently come with lists or news items 
clipped from local papers. The record of news items concerning the library 
that have appeared in the press is as follows: Administration, IS articles; 
general description and annual report, 9; Takoma branch, 17; exhibitions, 18; 
school work, 2; useful arts, 3; children's room, 4; Washingtoniana, 1. Four 
special lists were also printed : District government. North Pole, cost of living, 
comet lore. 

The Trades Unionist of Washington printed five book lists and an editorial 
on the work of the library. 

The largest amount of time was spent on preparing and distributing multi- 
graph annotated lists on the following topics: Accountancy and bookkeeping; 
Aeronautics; Arts and crafts; Automobiles; Books for cat lovers; Books and 
the love of reading (4 pages) ; Books for Christmas gifts; Books for the third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth grades ; Carpentry ; Children of fortune (4 pages) ; 
Classic English essays (4 pages); Dairying; Detective stories; Ghost stories; 
House plans and decoration (8 pages), and short edition (4 pages) ; Interesting 
books for young men and women (4 pages) ; Lettering and sign painting; Lin- 
coln (4 pages); Machine shop work; Mechanical drawing; Modem American 
essays (4 pages) ; Novel and short story (4 pages) ; Plumbing. 

All of these lists were distributed from the central library. Some of them 
were also distributed through other organizations, e. g.. Aeronautics and auto- 
mobiles, at an annual exhibition; Arts and crafts and Books for cat lovers, 
at meetings of persons interested in these subjects. The list on machine work 
was given out in the machine shop of the Technical High School. Lists on 
accounting, carpentry, dairying, and plumbing were mailed to addresses selected 
from the directory. 

In this connection an account of the use of the multigraph in library work 
may be of value. This machine has been in use since November, 1907, and has 
saved the library hundreds of dollars in printing bills. Owing to the delay 
Incident to having printing done by the District contractors the multigraph has 
become indispensable. It is possible to issue a list on any special subject within 
an hour or two after its necessity has been suggested, perhaps by some news 
Item in the local papers. The only outlay is for time of operator, paper, and new 
Ink rolls and ribbons. All sorts of form letters, iwstal-card notices, notice slips, 
charging slips, record blanks, etc., are run from time to time without the neces- 
sity of going outside the building or waiting for printers. 

The multigraph work occupies part of the time of one attendant, who also has 
charge of the distribution of supplies in the library, and usually spends half of 
each day at the desk in the useful arts room. 

Outside of the Monthly Bulletin only two pieces of printed advertising matter 
have been used during the year. The first of these was a small six-page folder, 
describing the work of the useful arts department. Of this 5,000 copies were 
distributed, mostly through pay envelopes of local firms, who very kindly helped 
In thus bringing the library to the attention of their employees. Many were 
mailed, and about 1,000 given out at meetings of labor unions. 

The children's department issued a list of books in the school duplicate col- 
lection. About 300 copies of this have been sent to public school teachers in the 
District. 

Individual advertising by mail has been developed. As already mentioned 
special lists have been sent to appropriate addresses. Multigrnphed letters were 
sent to pupils graduating from the local high schools at the end of the school 
year. The following [X)gt-oard notice has been in use for two months, and 
readers who have received information in this way have expressed appreciation. 

The Public I^ibbaby of the Distbict of Columbia, 

Washington, , 191-. 

Deaa — : 

You may be interested to have called to your attention the new book by , 

^ititled . 

This book has been placed in circulation. If it should happen to be out when 
you call for it, the usual plan for sending a reserve notice may be employed. 
Very truly, yours, 

Gbobok F. Bowebman, 
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Reserve post cards have been s«it in Increasing numbers. This has resnlted 
from giving better attention to the requests of readers and investigating the 
cause of the apparent disappearances of boolss. Where good service to the public 
Is attempted, as it is here, the answer " the book is out " is too indefinite and 
often unreliable to go unchallenged. To aid in this follow-up worlc of investigat- 
ing, a slip is now used which provides for missing boolcs, incomplete information, 
and any cause of complaint 

Look further for (subject or book) Attendant 

Date. 
Inventory. 

Due. 

Date wanted . Letter sent . Reserved. 

Has seen Not in file. 

Bindery. 
Reader's name . Address . Lost 

Ordered. 

Where the foregoing slip is used the reader has a definite report on his case. 
Incidentally much is done in this way to keep live books available and prevent 
them from being lost in the unavoidable meclianism of caring for 120,000 
volumes. 

Publishers of books have helped themselves and the library by furnishing large 
editions of special book circulars, on which they have printed the words, " These 
books may be found at the Public Library, Washington. D. C." These pub- 
lishers' lists are attractive and are taken by readers. It is a fact that the 
public orders many books through local dealers or direct, after hiaving examined 
copies of the books at the library. 

PERIODICALS DIVISION. 

Miss Katharine K. Patten reports as follows on the current peri- 
odicals, of which she has charge : 

The past year shows an increase in the work of this division. The library 
now receives 509 magazines; 202 duplicate copies are taken for staff and gen- 
eral circulation, making a total of 711 magazines received. These magazines 
are checked, carefully collated, and interesting material noted, and a record 
kept of the magazine in which it can be found if wanted at once or before the 
indexes are received. This has jiroved valuable, especially in the case of ma- 
terial which is the subject of debates in the schools. Back numbers of maga- 
zines containing this material are loaned freely from the reference room, where 
the current and back numbers are kept on file. 

A record of articles on education which have appeared in magazines other 
than educational has been kept. These have been published in our E^ducational 
Bulletin, which is issued once a month during the school year. Articles on 
Washington are also carefully watched for and the record placed on file. Often 
an extra copy of the magazine containing the article is obtained for clipping and 
tlie material placed at once in the vertical file in the reference room. This file 
€f WaeAiingtoniana is invaluable — so much is being written about Washington, 
past, present, and future. The material is in constant use. 
,: One hundred and fifty-seven magazines are taken for general eircQlation, 
21 titles. These a.re prepared for circulation in this division and thei 
to the bindery for the red rope cover. Alphabetical and classified lists hav* 
■MUle since the first of the year. 
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The following lists of periodicals are regularly received as gifts : 

Technical periodicals purchased from the Henry Pastor memorial fund. 



American Engineer. 

American Homes and Gardens. 

American Machinist. 

American Medicine. 

American Society of Civil Engineers, 

Transactions. 
Architectural Record. 
Brickbuilder. 
Cassier's Magazine. 
Cement Age. 

Cement and Engineering News. 
Central Station. 
Collins Wireless Bulletin. 
Electric Journal. 

Engineering and Mining Journal. 
Eingineering-Contracting. 
Engineering Magazine. 
Engineering News. 
Engineering Record. 
Foundry. 
Gas Engine. 



Heating and Ventilating Magazine. 

Horseless Age. 

Ice and Refrigeration. 

Industrial Magazine. 

Inland Printer. 

International Marine Engineering. 

Iron Age (weekly). 

Keith's Magazine on Home Building. 

Keramic Studio. 

Metal Industry. 

Merchants' Record and Show Window. 

Motor. 

Motor Boat. 

Municipal Engineering. 

Municipal Journal and Engineer. 

Pjilette and Bench. 

Power Mud Engineer. 

Scientific American and Supplement. 

Telephony. 

Woodcraft. 



Periodicals purchased from the TVowan'« Anthropological Society fund. 



American Anthropologist 
American Antiquarian. 
American Journal of Archax)logy. 
American Journal of Psychology. 
Folk Lore (English). 



Gypsy Ix)re. 

Journal of American Folk Lore. 

Mind. 

Records of the Past 



Periodicals given by the United States Bureau of Education. 



American Industries. 

American Statistical Association Pub- 
lications. 

Architects and Builders' Magazine. 

Baptist Home Mission Monthly. 

Christian Advocate. 

Christian Advocate, Methodist Episco- 
pal Church South. 

Electrical Review and Western Electri- 
cian. 

Electrical World. 



Engineers' Society of Western 

sylvania, Proceedings. 
Good Health. 
Harvard Law Review. 
Missionary Herald. 
Musical Courier. 
New Philosophy (Swedenborg). 
Phrenological Journal. 
Reform Advocate. 
Stenographer. 
Woodworker. 



Penn- 



Other periodicals regularly received as gifts. 
[Unless otherwise stated, they are given by publishers.] 



American Annals of the Deaf. (Dr. 
B. A. Fay.) 

American Blacksmith. 

American Bottler. 

American Bulletin. 

American Carpenter and Builder. 

American Carpet and Upholstery Jour- 
nal. 

American Clay Magazine. 

American Druggist 

Amerika Esperantisto. (Washington 
Esperanto Association.) 

American Federationist. 

American Gas Light Journal. 

American Hebrew. 



American Institute of Architects, Quar- 
terly Bulletin. (Mr. Glenn Brown.) 

American I-aundry Journal. 

American Marine Engineer. 

American Medical Association Journal. 
(Mr. J. F. Saul.) 

American Poultry Advocate. 

American Sboemaking. 

Appeal to Reason. 

Association of Collegiate Alumnie. 
(Mr. G. F. Bowerman.) 

Bicycling World. 

Billboard. 

Bookkeeper. (Association of Ameri- 
can Government Accountants.) 
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Other periodicals regularly received as gifts — Cknitinued. 
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Bopton Ideas. 

Brewer's Journal. 

Brill Magazine. 

Builder. 

Bulletin of American Institute of 
Banking. (Association of American 
Government Accountants.) 

Bureau of Railway News and Statistics. 

Business Philosopher. 

Canal Record. 

Carpenter. 

Carriage Monthly. 

Cat Review. 

Caterer. 

Catholic Book News. 

Cera(?nt World. 

Century Path. ( Miss Corbin. ) 

Chautauquan Quarterly. 

Christian Cynosure. 

Christian Register. 

Christian Science Journal. 

Christian Science Sentinel. 

Civil Service Advocate. 

Clothier and Furnisher. 

Coming Country. 

Commercial Poultry. 

Compressed Air. 

Concrete. 

Concrete Engineering. 

Cook's American Traveler's Gazette. 

Cooperation. 

Courier, Davos. 

Current Events. 

Decorative Furnisher. 

Federation Review. 

Fleet Review. 

Fly. (Mr. E. H. Young.) 

Forerunner. 

Franklin Institute, Journal of. (Mr. 
E. P. Cowell.) 

Garage. 

General Electric Review. 

Girls. 

Gleanings from Bee Culture. 

Government Accountant. (Association 
of American Government Account- 
ants. ) 

Grand Rapids Furniture Record. 

Gregg Writer. 

Guernsey Club Bulletin. 

Hardware Dealers' Magazine. 

Hellas. 

Heli)er. 

Herald of the Cross. 

Herald of the Golden Age. 

Hoard's Dairyman. 

Holy Cross Magazine. 

Horticulture. 

Howard University Journal. 

Hub. 

Illumination. 

International Bureau of American Re- 
publics Monthly Bulletin. 

Jewisb Record. 



Journal of Accountancy. (Association 
of American Grovermnent Account- 
ant&) 

Liberia. 

Lumber Trade Journal. 

Machinists' Monthly Journal. 

Mail Order Journal. 

Marine Journal. 

McKeel's Weekly Stamp News. 

Merck's Report. 

Metal Worker. 

Mining World. 

Modem Methods. 

Modem Sanitation. 

Monthly List of State Publications. 

Monthly Record of Scientific Litera- 
ture. 

Motor CJycle. 

Motorcycle News. 

Motor Cycling. 

Moving Picture News. 

Moving Picture World. 

National Contractor and Builder. 

National Engineer. 

National Hibernian. 

National Printer "Journalist 

Navy. 

New Church league Journal. 

New-Church Review. 

North German Lloyd Bulletin. 

Novelty News. 

Numismatist. 

Office A ppl iances. 

Office Outfitter. 

Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter. 

Opportunity. 

Owners and Builders Magazine. 

Painter and Decorator. 

Pathfinder. 

Pharmaceutical Era. 

Phonographic Magazine. 

Pitman's Journal. 

Popular Electricity. 

Postal Information. 

Postal Record. 

Practical Engineer. 

Printing Trade News. 

Public. 

Reform Advocate. 

Reliable Poultry Journal. 

Sabbath Recorder. 

Sample Case. 

School Teacher. 

Scranton Board of Trade JoumaL 

Shorthand Writer. 

Single Tax Review. 

Soda Fountain. 

Southern Planter. 

Steam Shovel News. 

Stone. 

Stone & Webster Public Service Jour- 
nal. 

Students' Journal. 

Sunday Companion. 
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Other periodicals regularly received as gifts — €k)ntlnued. 



System. 

Theosophical Quarterly. 

Trade Unionist 

Training School. 

Typographical Journal. 

United States Army List and War 
Record. 

United States Labor Bulletin. 

United States Bureau of Standards 
Bulletin. 

United States Daily and Monthly Con- 
sular Reports. 

United States Monthly Summary of 
CJommerce and Finance. 

United States Ck>ngressional Record 
(Senator J. H. Gallinger). 

United States Crop Reporter. 

United States Monthly List of Publica- 
tions. 

United States Diplomatic List. 



United States Monthly Weather Re- 
view. 

United States Alphabetical List and 
Patent Gazette. 

United States Public Documents CJata- 
logue. 

University Courier. 

University Hatchet. 

University of Illinois Bulletin. 

Violin World. 

Volta Review. 

Washington American. 

Washington Evening Star. 

Washington Herald. 

Washington News Letter. 

Washington Post. 

Washington Times. 

Water and Gas Review. 

Weekly People. 

Woodworker. 



Libraries regularly sending bulletins. 



Boston, Mass., Museum of Fine Arts. 
Boston, Mass., Public Library. 
Brockton, Mass., Public Library. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Pratt Institute Free 

Library. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 
California State Library. 
Cambridge, Mass., Public Library. 
Cleveland, Ohio, Public Library. 
Denver, Colo., Public Library. 
Detroit, Mich., Public Library. 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Public Library. 
Haverhill, Mass., Public Library. 
Helena, Mont, Public Library. 
Holyoke, Mass., Public Library. 
Indiana Public Library Commission. 
Iowa State Library Commission. 
Jersey City, N. J., Free Public Library. 
Kansas City, Mo., Public Library. 
Minnesota Public Library Commission. 
New Bedford, Mass., Public Library. 
New York Public Library. 
New York State Library. 
North Carolina Library Commission. 
Norwich, Conn., Otis Library. 



Ohio State Library. 

Omaha, Nebr., Public Library. 

Pennsylvania Free Library Commis- 
sion. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Carnegie Library. 

Portland, Oreg., Library Association. 

Providence, R. I., Public Library. 

Rockford, 111., Public Library. 

St Louis, Mo., Public Library. 

Salem, Mass., Public Library. 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library. 

Springfield, Mass., City Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Public Library. 

Toronto, Canada, Public Library. 

Vermont Library Commission. 

Virginia State Library. 

Waltham, Mass., Public Library. 

WIlkes-Barre, Pa., Osterhout Free Li- 
brary. 

Wllllamsport, Pa., James V. Brown Li- 
brary. 

Wilmington, Del., Institute Free Li- 
brary. 

Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 



SELECT LIST OF DONOBS. 



It is not practicable to give an Itemized statement of the very large number 
of gifts of miscellaneous publications received by the library, all of which are 
acknowledged by mall. These gifts Included, during the past year, the follow- 
ing classes of material : 2,617 bound and 318 unbound volumes, 4,562 pamphlets, 
456 trade catalogues, 3,010 odd numbers of periodicals, 156 leaflets, 193 picture 
post cards, 180 maps, 62 engravings, 45 photographs, 13 pieces of music, a col- 
lection of orchestral music scores, 1 scrapbook of clippings about the library, 
and 40 miscellaneous articles or collections. 
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The following is designed to be a complete list of local indivldnal dofnors^ 
together with few persons living outside of Washington, who have made 
contributions : 



Abbe, Cleveland. 

Babbitt, Miss Grace B. 

Banks, S. M. 

Barnes, Miss Grertrude J. 

Bauer, Mrs. L. A. 

Bayley, Miss Margaret 

Beadle, John B. 

Bell, Charles J. 

Bischoff, C. C. 

Boutell, Hon. Henry S. 

Bowerman, George F. 

Brinton, Mrs. E. S. 

Broun, Miss Virginia. 

Buchanan, Roberdeau. 

Caldwell. S. D. (Bethesda, Md.). 

Caron, Miss B. H. 

Carpenter, Hon. F. W. 

Clark, Victor S. 

Cockerill, Mrs. H. R. 

Cole, T. L. 

Cox, W. V. 

Crane, Parris & Co. 

Cunningham, Miss Mary B. 

Curtis, Henry S. 

Daily, S. L. 

Darton. N. H. 

Davlp, Madison. 

Depew. Hon. C. M. 

Dillingham. Hon. Wm. P. 

Dodge, Mrs. Ida. 

Dodge, W. C. 

Edgertoii. Charles B. 

EJdson, John Joy. 

Esterly, Mrs. George W. 

Ewing, Maj. E. W. R. 

Farquhar, Mrs. G. B. 

Feeney, J. L. 

Fisher. Daniel W. 

Fisher, Mrs. S. T. 

Fitch, Henry. 

Fox, Miss B. A. 

Gallinger, Hon. J. H. 

Gerald, H. P. 

Gibson, Miss Irene. 

Giddings, Mrs. S. D. 

Green, Bernard R. 

Hance, Miss Emma. 

Hannan. J. H. 

Hayzel, Miss Olivia. 

Heard, J. Thomas. 

Henckels, Theodore. 

Henry, A. J. (Mount Weather Observ 

atory, Virginia). 
Hodge, F. W. 
Hodgkin, George W. 
Howard, J. T. 
Hoyt, J. C. 
Hoyt, John W. 
Hoyt, Kepler. 
Huddleson, Miss Margaret (Glenndale, 

Md.). 
Huddlestone, S. M. 
Hull, Hon. J. A. T. 



Hunneman, J. C. 

Hutcheson, David. 

lies, George (New York City) 

Ireland. Mrs. Mary B. 

Judd & Detweiler. 

Kahn, Hon. Julius. 

King, A. F. A. 

King, Harry. 

Laskey, Miss Julia H. 

Le Clerc, J. A. 

Leech, Rev. S. V. 

Lenman. Miss Isabell. 

Lockwood, Miss Margaret M. 

Ijoomis, John T. 

Lowey. Frank G. 

McCul lough, Mrs. L. V. 

Macfarland, Hon. H. B. F. 

Macrae, Mrs. N. 

Magruder, G. L. 

Mahony, Felix. 

Martin, Mrs. G. 

Meade, Thomas L., Jr. 

Moore, Frederick L. 

Moore, Hon. J. Hampton. 

Munroe, Charles B. 

Newell, F. H. 

Newell, Mrs. F. H. 

Noyes, Theodore W. 

O'Connell, J. C. 

Ott, Mrs. J. W. 

Parsons. A. V. 

Patten, Miss Katharine K. 

Peshine, J. W. H. 

Pratt, Miss Katharine S. 

Prud*homme, Mile. 

Quesada, Gonzalo de. 

Radclifife, Rev. Wallace. 

Raymond, George L. 

Read, Albert M. 

Richards, L. A. 

Rivot, Charles G. 

Robins, William L. 

Rudy, J. P. 

Russell, Charles W. 

Saflford, W. B. 

Seaman, William H. 

Seaman, Mrs. William H. 

Sewall, Frank. 

Shufeldt, R. W. 

Sister Veronica. 

Smith, Hon. S. W. 

Solomons, Miss Isabele. 

Starkweather, CJeorge B. 

Stead, Robert. 

Stead, Mrs. Robert. 

Steger, A. M. 

Stellwagen, Edward J. 

Stevens, W. W. 

Stoek, Miss Faith G. 

Thompson, Miss Berenice. 

Thompson, A. H. 

Totten, George O., jr. 

Velamater, Mrs. S. M. 



I 



BEPOBT OF BOABD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIG UBBABT. 59 



Walker, Mrs. A. M. 
Waring, Rev. L. H. 
Waring, R. L. 
Warren, Hon. F. B. 
Wead, Charles K. 
Weeks, B. P. 



. Williams, Thomas A. 
Woodward, Luther. 
Woodward, S. W. 
Yarrow, H. C. 
Young, E. H. 



BEPOBT OF THE TBEASXTBEB. 



Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit herewith a report of my 
receipts and disbursements as treasurer of the board of trustees of the 
Free Public Library of the District of Columbia during the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1910: 

Moneys collected at the delivery desk. 

Balance on hand July 1, 1909 $674. 68 

Fines: 

Adult $3, 042. 04 

Juvenile 394. 25 

Stations 90. 18 

Total 3, 526. 47 

Duplicate collection 1, 175. 35 

Reserves 85. 50 

Beissued cards 110. 45 

Books lost and injured 111.31 

Sale of catalogues 3.76 

Total 5, 587. 42 

Befund on magazine 5. 82 

Overpayment on book 1. 00 

To interest on deposit American Security and Trust CJompany 20. 68 

Grand total 5, 614. 92 

Ehcpended as follows: 

Books (main collection) $2,130.22 

Books (duplicate coUection) 763. 89 

Periodicals 1, 066. 89 

Rebinding books (main collection) 494.00 

Rebinding books (duplicate collection) 256.86 

Printing bulletin 104. 10 

Traveling expenses 120. 73 

Membership fees in associations 50. 04 

Reimbursing emergency fund 75. 00 

Post cards 200. (X) 

Premium on bond of treasurer 6. 25 

Premium on bond of notary public 10. 00 

Bent of motor cycle 8. 00 

Miscellaneous 2. 62 

Total 5, 288. 60 

Balance in hands of treasurer June 30, 1910 326. 82 
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Donation fund, including Henry PoBior memorial fund and Womah's Anthropo- 
logical Society fund, 

Qeobqe F. Bowbrman, Treasurer. 

IN ACX30UNT WITH THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Cb. 



Di. 



1009. 
July 1 
Aug. 7 
Oct. 12 

1910. 
Apr. 1 
Apr. 9 

May 19 



To balance in hands of treasurer 

To check. James T. Du Bois 

To check, Washington Sanitary 
Improvement Ck> 



To check, James T. Du Bols , 

To check, Washington Sanitary 

Improvement Ck> 

To check, James T. Du Bois 

To credit, interest on deposit 



Total. 




Expended for books 

Expended for periodicals 

Expended for membership fee in 
association 



Total 

June 30, by balance in hands of 
treasurer 



Total. 



1141. 71 
12B.a 

100 



273.86 
26S.27 



530.31 



Cb. 



1909. 
July 1 
Aug. 7 

1910. 
Apr. 1 
luy 17 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE HENRY PASTOR MEMORIAL FUND. 



To balance in hands of treasurer. 
To check, James T. Du Bois 



To check, James T. Du Bois. 
To check, James T. Du Bois. 



Total. 



to. 21 
fi0.00 



fi0.00 
fi0.00 



150.21 



Expended Ibr periodicals 

June 30, to balance in hands 
treasurer 



of 



Total. 



Ds. 



180.90 
5a SI 



15a 21 



Cb. 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE WOMAN'S ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY FUND. 



Di. 



1909. 
July 1 
Oct. 12 

1910. 
Apr. 9 



To balance in hands of treasurer 

To check, Washington Sanitary 
Improvement Co 



To check, Washington Sanitary 
Improvement Co 



Total. 



962.37 
25.00 

25.00 



112.37 



Expended for books 

Expended for periodicals 

Expended for membership fee in 
association 



Total 

June 30, balance in hands of tzeas- 
urer 



965.50 
2130 

3.00 



Total. 



82.80 
20.a 



112.17 



SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 



The library derives its principal maintenance funds from congres- 
sional appropriations. These appropriations for salaries, books, 
bookbinding, contingent expenses, etc., are paid on vouchers auditea 
by the District auditor. In order, however, to give in this report a 
full financial statement of the library, this statement should include 
a summary of all receipts from whatever sources and of all expendi- 
tures from whatever funds. All congressional appropriations revert 
unless expended within the fiscal year for which they are made. 
There is, therefore, never a balance to carry forward. In the follow- 
ing statement are combined the receipts and expenditures from ap- 
propriations and from desk and donation funds : 



BEPOBT OF BOABD OF TRUSTEES PUBUC UBBABY. 61 



Ck)iigre88ionaI appropriations: 

Salaries, regiilar roll |39, 320. 00 

Salaries, Sunday and holiday roll 1, 700. 00 

Employment of substitutes 1,000.00 

For books 7, 600. 00 

For binding 8, 600. 00 

For contingent expenses 8, 000. 00 

161,020.00 

Desk fund : 

Balance June 30, 1909 574.68 

Receipts, including interest and refund on magazines. 6, OiO. 84 

Donation fund: 

Balance June 30, 1900 834. 01 

Receipts, including interest 206. 82 

Total library funds 6,164.26 

Total receipts 67, 174. 26 



Salaries $42, 020. 00 

Books 10, 636. 84 

Periodicals 1, 199. 12 

Binding 4. 250. 88 

Contingent expenses 8, 676. 74 

Total expenditures $66, 682. 66 

Balance June 30, 1910 601. 69 

Eespectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowermak, 

TtecuureT. 
The Board of Trustees of the Public Librart. 
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APPENDIX. 



The Public Library of the District of Columbia was created by act 
of Congress approved June 3, 1896, as follows : 

AN ACT To establlBh and provide for the maintenance of a free public library and reading 

room In the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That a free public library and reading room 
is hereby eHtablished and flhall be maintained in the District of Ck)lumbia, which 
shall be the property of the said District and a supplement of the public edu- 
cational system of said District. All actions relating to such library, or for 
the recovery of any penalties lawfully established in relation thereto, shall be 
brought In the name of the District of Columbia, and the commissioners of the 
said District are authorized on behalf of said District to accept and take title 
to all gifts, bequests, and devises for the purpose of aiding in the maintenance 
or endowment of said library ; and the commissioners of said District are fur- 
ther authorized to receive, as component parts of said library, collections of 
books and other publications that may be transferred to them. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the 
District of CJolumbia shall be entitled to the privileges of said library, including 
the use of the books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, sub- 
ject to such rules and regulations as may be lawfully established in relation 

thereto. 

Seo. 3. That the said library shall be in charge of a board of library trustees* 
who shall purchase the books, magazines, and newspapers, and procure the 
necessary ap];)endages for such library. The said board of trustees shall be 
comimsed of nine members, each of whom shall be a taxpayer in the District of 
Columbia, and shall serve without compensation. They shall be appointed by 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and shall hold office for six 
years : Provided, That at the first meeting of the said board the members shaU 
be divided by lot into three classes. The first class, composed of three members, 
shaU hold office for two years; the second class, composed of three members, 
shall bold office for four years; the third class, composed of three members, 
shall hold office for six years. Any vacancy occurring in said board shall be 
fiUed by the District Commissioners. Said board shaU have power to provide 
such regulations for its organization and government as It may deem necessary. 

Seo. 4. That the said board shall have power to provide for the proper care 
and preservation of said library, to prescribe rules for taking and returning 
books, to fix, assess, and collect fines and penalties for the loss of or injury to 
books, and to establish all other needful rules and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the Ubrary as the said board shall deem proper. The said board of 
trustees shall apimint a librarian to have the care and superintendence of said 
library, who shall be responsible to the board of trustees for the impartial 
enforcement of all rules and regulations lawfully established in relation to said 
library. The said librarian shall appoint such assistants as the board shall 
deem p essary to the proper conduct of the library. The said board of library 
tni8t»^ shall make an annual report to the Commissioners of the District of 
Oolnii^^a relative to the management of the said library. 

Ssr 6. That the said library shall be located in some convenient place in the 
dtj i . Washington, to be designated by the Commissioners of the District of 
Colombia npon the recommendation of the trustees of said library: Provided^ 
That In any municipal building to be hereafter erected In said District, suitable 
proTision shall be made for said library and reading room sufficient to accom- 
modate not less than one hundred thousand volumes. 
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BULBS AND BBGULATIONS. 

The following are the regulations for the organization and govon- 
ment of the board of library trustees of the Free Public Library and 
reading room in the District of Columbia, constituted by act of Con- 
gress approved June 3, 1896 : 

Article I. The board of trustees shall hold regular meetings on the second 
Friday of each month, at an hour and place to be designated by the trusteea 

Abt. II. The president of the board may, and on request of three members 
shall, call a special meeting, of which three days* notice In writing, and specify- 
ing the object of the call, shall be given. No other than business relating to 
such specified object shall be transacted at such special meeting. 

Abt. III. At the regular meeting in January of each year, which shaU be 
called the annual meeting, the officers of the board shall be elected, except the 
Ubrarian. 

Art. IY. Notices of all meetings shall be mailed to every member of the 
board three days previous to the time of such meetings. 

Abt. y. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

Abt. YI. The officers of the board shall consist of a president, a vice-president, 
a secretary, and a librarian, who shall also act as treasurer and assistant secre- 
tary of the board. At each annual meeting the board shall elect by ballot from 
its own number a president a vice-president, and a secretary, who shaU hold 
their offices for one year and until their successors are chosen. A majority of 
the votes cast shall elect 

Abt. YII. Any vacancy occurring in these offices shall be filled at any regular 
meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, by election, as afor^nid. 

Abt. VIII. At the regular meeting in June of each year the board of trustees 
shall elect by viva voce a librarian to serve for the fiscal year beginning with 
the 1st day of July subsequent to said election. It shall require a majority 
of the whole board to elect a librarian, and he shall at all times be subject to 
removal for cause by a two-thirds vote of the whole board of trustee. 

Abt. IX. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of the 
board, to appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, and to sign all 
papers, communications, and instruments which may require his official signa- 
ture. He shall also, in conjunction with the librarian, prepare for the consid- 
eration and approval of the board, at its October meeting of each year, the 
annual report of the board required by the organic act. He shall exercise a 
general supervision over the affairs of the library and shall be ex officio a mem- 
ber of all committees. 

Abt. X. In the absence of the president, the vice-president shall preside at all 
meetings of the board, and shall generally discharge all duties of the president 
in case of the latter's absence from the city or inability to act, or in case of a 
vacancy occuring in the office of president 

Abt. XI. The duty of the secretary Is to keep a neat, exact and permanent 
record of the meetings of the board, to have the custody of the records and 
general papers of the board, and to perform the other functions usual in his 
office. The duty of the librarian as assistant secretary of the board shall be to 
keep the formal minutes of the meetings of the board under the supervision of 
the secretary, and to prepare the same in form for submission to the secretary, 
and, in the absence of the secretary, to act as secretary of the board. The 
duties of the librarian as treasurer of the board shall be to keep the financial 
account of the library, and to lay before the board at each regular meeting a 
statement of the amount in the treasury to its credit. He shall have the cus- 
tody of all moneys and accompanying papers of the board, and shall deliver 
the same to his successor upon the termination of his term of office. All. pay- 
ments of any sums in the custody and control of the board shall be made by 
checks of the librarian, countersigned by the president of the board. He shall 
give bond to the board in the penal sum of $2,500 for the faithful performance 
of his duties in connection with the custody and disbursement of money. 

Art. XII. The duties of the librarian shall be as follows: To take charge of 
the library and reading room, and he shall be responsible for the care and 
safety of the books and other public property contained therein; to submit to 
the board of trustees, and to the proper committees, measures for securing the 
proper management and fullest efficiency of the library and reading room; to 
obtain for the library public documents of all kinds, as well as the pubUcations 
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of libraries, library associations, and other bodies whose proceedings and re- 
ports may afford Information of value to the board or the users of the library ; 
to keep carefully arranged for the use of the board lists of new books and pub- 
lications, both American and foreign; to prepare for the use of the board lists 
of books and periodicals required to complete sets, to fill out such departments 
as are deficient, and to supply the place of books which have been lost; to keep 
a list of all books and publications donated to the library, stating the name and 
residence of the donor and date when received; to classify and arrange all 
books and publications as soon as received, and to keep the same catalogued 
according to such plan or plans as may be approved by the board; to report 
promptly all fiagrant cases of theft, mutilation, or injury of books and period- 
icals; to be responsible for the preservation of order in the rooms, and to be 
present, so far as may be practicable, in the library during library hours; to 
exercise control over the library and reading room, and all employees of the 
board, and to promptly r^)ort to the trustees any deliquency on the part of 
the employees ; to keep exact and detailed accounts of all moneys received from 
fines and other sources, and rei)ort the same monthly to the board at the regular 
meeting; to submit monthly a report of all books added to and loaned by the 
library; to prepare and submit to the board an annual report, giving a full 
account of the working of the library during the fiscal year ; to discharge soch 
other duties as fall within the province of librarian and may from time to time 
be prescribed by the board. 

Abt. XIII. The standing committees of the board shall be as follows, each con- 
-sisting of three meml)ers, to be appointed by the president: A committee on 
books, on finance, on emplosf^es, on buildings, on rules, and on bookbinding and 
printing. 

Art. XIV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on books and the libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the selection, purchase, and ex- 
change of books and periodicals, the sale and exchange of duplicates, and of 
all old magazines and papers not kept for filing and binding ; and said commit- 
tee shall make written recommendations to the board as to all matters referred 
to it. It shall be the duty of this committee to examine from time to time the 
books in the library, and to temporarily, pending the order of the board, exclude 
from circulation any and all books which it may deem offensive to good morals, 
and promptly after such action report the same to the board for its action. No 
purchase of books or periodicals to an amount exceeding $100 shall be made 
except by authority of the board — entered upon its record — and all purchases 
made under this rule shall be reported to the board at its next meeting. 

Abt. XV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on finance shall be re- 
ferred all matters relating to the library funds and all claims, and it shall audit 
all accounts, including the report of the librarian, provided for in Article XI, 
and if such claims, accounts, and reports are correct certify them to the board, 
and in any event report thereon with their recommendation. 

Abt. XV'I. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on employees and llbra- 
rtan shall be referred all matters relating to the appointment, control, and re- 
muneration of employees of the library, who shall report thereon to the board 
for its action; and all matters relating to the appointment, control, and le- 
mnneration of the librarian shall be referred to said committee for its report 
to tbe board for its action thereon. 

Abt. XYII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on buildings shall 
be referred all matters relating to the rental, construction, alteration, repair, 
furnishing, heating, and lighting of the building and branch buildings to be 
used for the purpose of the library for its report and recommendation. 

Abt. XVIII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on rules shall be 
referred all matters relating to the rules for the government of the board, and 
to the same committee and the librarian shall be referred all matters relating 
to the government of the library and its employees, who shall promptly report 
thereon, with recommendations for the action of the board. 

Abt. XIX. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on bookbinding and 
printing shall be referred all matters relating to the binding and repair of 
books, the arrangement, printing, sale, and disposition of catalogues and find- 
ing lists, and statistics of circulation, and all matters relating to stamps, plates^ 
labels, printed forms used in the library, and publications or printed matter 
Issued by authority of the board, for its report and recommendation. 

Abt. XX. In addition to the above, such special committees may from time to 
time be appointed as the board at its regular meeting shall direct 

63984—10 6 
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Abt. XXI. All reports of the committees shall be in writing and signed by the 
proper committee. A majority of any committee shall constitute a quomm 
thereof for the transaction of business. 

Abt. XXII. The order of business at regular meetings of the board shall be: 

(1) Call of roll. 

(2) Reading of the minutes. 

(3) Reports of officera 

(4) Reports of standing committees. 

(5) Reports of special committees. 

(6) Reading of communications. 

(7) Presentation of claims. 

(8) Election of officers, when proper. 

(9) Unfinished business. 

(10) New business. 

Abt. XXII. The order of business at regular meetings of the board shall be: 
drawn from the treasury unless by special authority of the board, except in the 
case of the purchase of books, not exceeding $100 in value, as provided in 
Article XIV. 

Ajit. XXIY. None of these regulations shall be amended until the said amend- 
ments have been proposed in writing to a regular meeting of the board, where- 
upon the succeeding regular meeting shall act upon such amendments, and a 
majority vote of the whole board of trustees shall be required to adopt such 
amendment& 

BEGXTLATIONS FOB USE OF LECTXTBE HALL. 

The trustees have adopted the following resolution to govern the 
use of the library lecture hall : 

Resolved, That it is declared to be the policy of the board of library trustees 
to continue the public use of the library's lecture room to free public lectures or 
discussions on unobjectionable topics of popular interest and educationtl 
tendency. 

That, in accordance with this policy, no charge, direct or indirect, shall be 
permitted to be made to the audience at such lectures or discussions, and that 
the applicant for permission to make such use of the lecture room shall be re- 
quired to announce through the local press that such lecture or discussion ii 
free to the public and to invite the public attendance upon it 

That applications for permission to use the lecture room shall be in writing* 
addressed to the board of library trustees, and shall set forth the facts con- 
cerning the nature of the proposed lecture or discussion and the pledges above 
required in respect to it ; that each application shall bear the indorsement of the 
librarian to the effect that the lecture room is available for the requested use 
at the time designated; that such applications shall be considered and acted 
upon by the board, on favorable report from the committee on building; and 
that in emergency cases where use of the lecture room is desired in advance 
of the next meeting of the board the president is authorized to grant the re- 
quested permission, if the written application for such use in due form as above 
required is presented, with the favorable indorsements of the librarian and 
three members of the committee on buUding. 

BEGULATI0N8 FOB USE OF STTTDY BOOKS. 

Resolved, That it is declared to be the policy of the library trustees to confine 
the public use of the library's study rooms to the use by individuals or groapi 
of individuals as places of quiet study. That, in accordance with this policy. 
the librarian is authorized to assign such study rooms to individnalB» commit- 
tees, or clubs for limited periods, in order that such individuals, committees^ or 
clubs may better avail themselves of the resources of the Ubrary by havtiig 
books, periodicals, etc., sent to such study rooms on request. That such study 
rooms shall not be nsed by clubs having a regular order of business or any pio- 
granunes that are not closely connected with the study of the books and 
periodicals of the library. 
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UBBABY BULE8. 

The following are the rules adopted for the government of the use 
of the library, as amended to the date of the publication of this 
report: 

Abticle 1. The library shall be open for the delivery and return of books and 
for reading and reference every week day from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m., July 4 and 
December 25 excepted. The library shall be open for reading and reference 
every Sunday from 2 to 9 p. m. 

Art. 2. All persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the District 
of Ck)lumbia, including as temporary residents those who have regular business 
or employment in the District, shall be entitled to the privileges of the library, 
Including the use of books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, 
by signing the proper application and agreement. Applications must be signed 
In person at the library and must be renewed every three years. 

Abt. 3. Minors under 18 years of age will be required to furnish the written 
consent and guaranty of parent, guardian, or some person satisfactory to the 
librarian. 

Abt. 4. Temporary residents not owning real estate or regularly employed or 
doing business in the District of Columbia shall furnish a guaranty of some 
resident satisfactory to the librarian, or shall, at the discretion of the librarian, 
make a deposit of $5, this sum to be increased, if in the opinion of the librarian, 
the value of the books borrowed exceeds that sum. On surrender of cards 
issued on such deposits, the sums so deposited shall, after deducting unpaid 
charges or cost of replacing books lost or damaged, be refunded. 

AsT. 6. Each person entitled to draw books from the library will be supplied 
with two cards inscribed with his or her name, residence, and register number. 
These cards must be presented whenever a book is taken, returned, or renewed. 
If lost, cards will be replaced upon payment of 10 cents after seven days. Im- 
mediate notice of a change of residence must be given at the library. The reg- 
istered holder of a card is in all cases responsible for books drawn by means of 
the card, by whomsoever presented, and for all charges accrued on the same. 
Books and magazines may not be transferred from one reader's card to another. 
No card shall be lent outside the household of the holder. Both reader's card 
and book are stamped with the date they are due. 

Abt. 6. One book may be taken out at a time on each card and retained two 
weeks (except those labeled "Seven-day book"). Two or more volumes, If of 
the same book, will be considered as one book. They may be renewed once for 
the same period, unless reserved by other persons in the meantime. A magazine 
may be drawn on a white card in addition to a book. Books of recent purchase, 
very popular books, and current magazines are called " Seven-day books." 
(These books have the notice on the inside and outside cover, and may not bs 
renewed.) 

Abt. 7. Books may be renewed by mail by sending the reader's card (on which 
the book was drawn), the author and title of the book, and the call number, 
which will be found on the pocket on the back cover of the book. If the return 
of the cards is desired, a self-addressed stamped envelope should be inclosed. 
Books may not be renewed by telephone. After one renewal a book may not be 
taken out again by the same borrower or by any other member of the same 
household until it has remained on the library shelves for twenty-four hours. 

Abt. 8. Any book in the library (except fiction and seven-day books) may be 
reserved by the payment of 2 cents. Pay duplicate copies of new fiction may 
also be reserved. 

Abt. 9. Books of reference and those deemed by the library committee or 
librarian unsuitable for general circulation shall not be loaned for home use 
except upon special permission of the committee or librarian. Such books will 
be designated in printed catalogues by the abbreviation "Ref." and in card 
catalogues by the words " Reference book, does not circulate " stamped on the 
face of the card. 

Abt. 10. A charge of 2 cents a day for each book will be made for books kept 
overtime. No charge will be made for days on which the library is not open 
for the circulation of books for home use. Borrowers must take notice of the 
expiration of the time allowed. After five days' delinquency a notice will be 
sent. At the expiration of two weeks from the date the book is due (If It Is 
not returned) a messenger will be sent for it, who shall have authority to col- 
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lect the amount incurred and an addlti<Hial fee of 20 cents for such messenger 
service. No claim to exemption can be established because of failure of any 
notice to or from the library. No book will be delivered to persons allowing 
such charges to remain unpaid. Whenever a borrower will not pay such 
charges as may be against him, his guarantor will be held responsible. 

Abt. 11. Books are not to be exchanged the same day they are taken out, 
unless mistakes have been made by the library attendants. 

Abt. 12. If any borrower lose or materially injure a book, paper, or magazine 
belonging to the library, he shall pay the cost of replacement If the book so 
lost or injured be part of a set he shall pay for the entire set and may thoe- 
upon receive the remaining volumes as his property. A book retained for more 
than four weeks shall be considered lost, and the person detaining it shall, in 
addition to accrued fines, pay the full cost of replacing such book. 

Abt. 13. A neglect to comply with any of these rules shall work a forfeiture 
of the privileges of the library. 

Abt. 14. Teachers' cards may be issued, on which 10 books other than fiction, 
relating to their work in school, may be drawn at a time and retained 28 days 
without renewal. Normal-school students' cards may be issued, on which 6 
books, other than fiction, relating to their work in school, may be drawn at a 
time and retained 28 days without renewal. Books issued on teachers' and 
normal-school students' cards are subject to recall if required by other readers. 

Abt. 15. The librarian may, at his discretion, cause to be issued special-privi- 
lege cards, entitling readers who satisfy him of their need for such ^;MClal 
privileges to 10 or more books, other than fiction and recent purchases, for use in 
pursuing courses of reading. Such privileges may be withdrawn at any time 
at the discretion of the librarian. 

Abt. 16. Works of special rarity and value shall be consulted only at the 
discretion of the librarian. 

Abt. 17. The reader's card must be surrendered at the library when the holder 
ceases to be a resident of the District of Ck>lumbia. 

Abt. 18. No library book or periodical shall be removed from the bailding 
without formal record. 

Abt. 19. All books and periodicals belonging to the library may be used tn the 
library building by any suitable person, in such places and under such condttloiis 
as may be prescribed by the officer in charge of the reading room or of the de> 
partment to which the book belongs. In all cases such books, periodicalfl» and 
other works must be returned to the desk before the borrower leaves the room 
where they are used. 

Abt. 20. The use of inks is not permitted in the reading rooms. Writing in 
books or marking the same is strictly prohibited under penalty of law. 

Abt. 21. No dogs or other animals shall be permitted in the building. 

Abt. 22. The use of tobacco, or the eating of viands of any kind, and all con- 
versation or other conduct inconsistent with the quiet and orderly use of ttae 
library are prohibited in all parts of the library building. 

Abt. 23. Men and boys shall remove their hats and remain uncovo^ within 
the building. 

Abt. 24. These rules may be amended by a vote of a majority of the trusteei 
at any regular meeting of the board. 

SECTION 849, UNITED STATES REVISED STATTTTES. 

Stealing or injuring hooks, and so forth. — ^Any person who shall steal, wrong- 
fully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy any book, pamphlet, or manuscript, 
or any portion thereof belonging to the Library of Congress, or to any pobUe 
library in the District of Columbia, whether the property of the United States or 
of the District of Columbia or of any individual or corporation in said District; 
or who shall steal, wrongfully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy any book» 
pamphlet, document, manuscript, print, engraving, medal, newspaper, or work of 
art, the property of the United States, shall be held guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall, when the offense is not otherwise ponishabte 
by some statute of the United States, be punished by a fine of not less than ten 
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment f6r not le« 
than one month nor more than one year, or both, for every such offense. 
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Washington Plavground Association 

Washington Society of Fine Arts lectures ^H^* 

Woman's Anthropological Society fund 17, 25, 

Y. M.C. A. station : 19, 

Y. W. C. A. station 1%; 
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REPORT 

or THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 



Washington, November i, 1911. 

Gentlemen : The progress of the year in library development has 
been in the increase of the library's practical usefulness in a few very 
important lines, as in the school work and in the technology depart- 
ment, and in the further improvement of the quality of the reading 
use made of the library, as indicated by the continued reduction of the 
percentage of fiction circulation, which has decreased in the last 
seven years from 84 to 60 per cent. This " supplement of the public 
educational system " of the District is thus developing in accordance 
with the main purpose of its creation in its vital function of helper 
and supplemental teacher of the school children of Washington. It 
is bestowing an increasing measure of practical benefits on those 
eager for knowledge who utilize its extended and improved indus- 
trial department. It has elevated the literary taste and standards 
of the reading public so that better books are read each year, better 
this year than last, far better this year than five or six or seven 
years ago. 

LIMITATIONS IMPAIR USEFULNESS OF LIBRARY. 

The library's growth, activity, and usefulness to the community are, 
however, hampered by inadequacy in the number and in the pav of the 
library lorce, and in the net additions to the book stock. With the 
extraordinary extensions of the library work of the last four years 
there has been no corresponding increase in the force to do this work. 
There has been noted a constant shifting in the personnel of this 
limited force, through numerous resignations from underpaid po- 
sitions, amounting this year to 38J per cent of the entire force, an 
increased loss over last year with its 26 per cent of resignations. The 
conditions in respect to library force and book stock congest and 
hamper the operations of the central library and check the normal 
enlargement of circulation through the establishment of necessary 
deposit stations and minor branch libraries. 

The lack of adequate salaries has thus caused a loss to the service 
during the past year of a third of its entire staflf. In service merely 
clerical new appointees may step into the work of their predecessors 
without much diminution of the general efficiency. But m a library 
the experience gained by an employee — of the material and of the 
public — is an asset not to be duplicated from without His with- 
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drawal represents a loss that can not be made good out of hand, 
and a salary so low as to require him, while in the service, to be on 
the lookout for a position elsewhere not merely impairs his present 
eflSiciency but represents an investment without adequate returns — 
the most extravagant of administrative policies. 

In the light of these conditions the trustees urge with all the 
vigor of which they are capable the thoughtful and sympathetic 
consideration by the commissioners and by Congress of the library 
estimates already submitted. In their opinion the existence in Wash- 
ington of a public library thoroughly creditable to the Capital and in 
the highest degree beneficial to the public depends upon their suc- 
cess in attracting the attention of Congress to these conditions and 
in sociiring their corivction. 

While the service of the library is in an intensive sense improving, 
extension of it to a dimension suitable and normal for a city of the 
size of Washington is impossible under the present limitations. That 
Washington is less well provided than other American cities of its 
size is easily shown and has been shown to you and to the Committees 
on Appropriations on various occasions. Upon whatever basis the 
comparison be made, whether by the size of the population, by the 
percentage (assigned to the Public Librarv) of the total annual ex- 
penditure, or the ])er capita expenditure, Washington stands inferior 
to over a score of cities in the United States, which in no respect 
would seem entitled to outrank her; even disregarding the consid- 
eration that she is the capital city of the Nation. A resume of the 
figures entering into such a comparison is embodied in our letter to 
the commissioners dated June 28, in connection with the estimates 
of the present year, a copy of which is attached to this report. 

BASIC APPROPRLVTIONS REQUIRE READJUSTMENT. 

It is a usual disposition of appropriating bodies to consider esti- 
mates from a given department in their relation simply to the actual 
gi'ants of the preceding year, and to regard as exorbitant proposed 
increases for any one department beyond a given percentage over 
those i)revious grants. In cases where the city budget in a preceding 
year represents a normal relation among the several items, and a 
normal also for (;ach item as compared with the practice of other 
cities, such a ju-aetiee is certainly not unreasonable; and each de- 
partment must be content with its quota of the general growth. But 
where a department of recent creation has been started with a pro- 
vision alto*z:ether under the normal, and which, tliough gradually 
advanced, is still considerabh' below the normal, an 'increase repre- 
senting merely a percentage advance upon the pi^evious grants can 
not be adequate. Now, this latter is precisely the situation of the 
Public Library, whose beginnings were recent and meager, and whose 
share to-day of the general expenditure is considerably below the 
normal, if one is to regard as normal the practice of other cities* 
What we stronglv desire the opportunity to urge upon the appropri- 
ation committees is that in some one year (and we had hoped &at 
it might be next year), our estimates might be dealt with on a larger 
theoretic basis; that the financial status of the library might be ad- 
justed accordingly; and that thereafter our task each year would 
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only be to show the necessity of the percentage advance which, out 
of an estimated tax levy, would seem a fair average for all the several 
department. 

In submitting their estimates to the commissioners, the trustees 
indicated that they were proposing not a slight normal increase over 
past appropriations on the tneory that the basic appropriations are 
and have b^en adequate, but a readjustment of the basic appropria- 
tions themselves on the ground that the latter never have oeen es- 
tablished on the proper basis. The letter of the trustees to the com- 
missioners heretofore referred to and appended to this report justifies 
these estimates in their entirety, and shows that, if granted without 
change, they would represent a smaller librarj^ expenditureper capita 
in the District than in a majority of the 26 cities beside Washington 
having over 200,000 population. 

The trustees have also indicated to the commissioners that while 
all the estimates were of importance, the need of enlargement and in- 
creased pay in the library lorce was urgent and vital. The trustees 
repeat with emphasis that if this institution so useful to the com- 
munity is to be protected against crippling and fostered as it deserves, 
a radical readjustment of Sie library force with exceptional increases 
in both number and compensation must be secured. The amount of 
money involved is very small, the need is /?reat, the circumstances 
exceptional. The trustees have no hesitation in urging earnestly 
upon the commissioners and Congress special consideration this year 
of their plea in the library's behalf. 

BRANCH LIBRARIES NEEDED. 

Tn the contral library Washington has a collection of books of no 
mean dimension (reaching now 132,000 volumes), attractive reading 
spaces, and helpful service ; but these benefits are not ecjually free to 
ail the inhabitants of Washington, for they may be enjoyed without 
expense only by those residing in the immediate vicinitv of Mount 
Vernon Square. By the rest of Washington they may be had only 
by the expenditure of the double car fare (nearly equal to the i)rico 
of a current monthly magazine), and, in addition, the time required 
for the journey. 

In a city such as this a central library without branches is but a 
torso. It has all the vital organs necessary to a varied and far-reach- 
ing service, but it lacks the members through which alone this service 
may be effected. It may even become congested so that its service 
within its own limits is hampered. Or, to change the simile, it is a 
reservoir without mains; it rcpi-esents a large expense for the accumu- 
lation of useful material and a denial of the relatively small expense 
which may diffuse this material to the consumer. The slight ex- 
pense is indispensable to make the larce expense profitable. 

The verj^ activity of our central library withm its limits (and it 
is an activity unexcelled, we believe, by any library of similar size 
and resources) is but an argument for its extension, for it proves 
the intelligent energy which should be given further outlet. And 
the appreciation of the public (for in number of volumes used our 
library already equals the central library of Boston 15 years ago, and 
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in number of cardholders almost equals it — although Boston was 
even then a city of a half million inhabitants) — the appreciation of 
the public is but another argument, for it shows that Washin^n 
needs a public library and will make the most of it. And Washmc- 
ton in this case means not merely the dilettante reader desiring only 
recreation, nor women reading chiefly for rest and diversion, for 
nearly one-half of the adult readers are men. 

There is an impression (which we have encountered) adverse to 
our efforts to secure greater resources for the Public Library, that 
the presence here of the Library of Congress and the score of libra- 
ries in the departments and bureaus should render unnecessary a 
public library system as completely developed as those of other 
cities. But the department and bureau libraries are laboratory col- 
lections limited to special fields, and for the use of the Grovemment 
officials working within those fields. Hospitable as they are to an 
inquirer visiting them with a specific object of investigation, they 
can not serve or even welcome the general reader. The Library of 
Congress is of course freely available to all, but it is, for the general 
pubfic, a library merely of reference, and it is primarily a library for 
research. It leaves deliberately to the Public Library the task of 
reaching the general reader and that great body of younger students 
pursuing systematic instruction in the elementary, grammar, and 
secondary schools. With reference to the service to these it regards, 
indeed, the Public Library as an outpost, transferring to it freely 
such material as it may be able to spare suited to their needs. Its 
direct service as a research library of great dimension will un- 
doubtedly be to advance the general intelligence of Washington and 
the zeal for learning here. But this serves also to c]|^uicken the 
eagerness of the public in directions which only a lending library 
can meet; it creates an appetite which only a well-equippea lending 
library can satisfy. 

While therefore the existence of these reference libraries main- 
tained by the Federal Government relieves the Public Library of the 
duty of maintaining a collection of highly specialized material for 
the research investigator, it imposes upon it even more urgently the 
duty of multiplying and of diffusing as actively as possible the more 
ordinary books which are to inform and to cultivate the general 
reader and to illustrate, confirm, and render permanent the lessons 
of the school. Experience shows that this duty requires absolutely 
the maintenance of outlying agencies (including the schools them- 
selves), with an active interchange of books and an increasing 
affirmative effort (which means an extended and expert organiza- 
tion) in the exploitation and interpretation of them. 

We report, therefore, with hearty satisfaction the approaching 
completion of the Takoma branch, not only because of the benefite 
to be conferred upon Takoma but because we believe that the recog- 
nition of the neect there will involve necessarily a recognition in due 
course of the similar needs and claims of other sections. 

The operations of the library during the past year are set forth 
in interesting detail in the I'eport of the librarian to the trustees, 
which is attached to and made a part of this report. 
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The Public Library estimates for 1912-13 as submitted by the 
library trustees to the Commissioners of the District, with notes 
ezphinatory of the separate items, are as follows: 

Estimatea for 1912-13. 



LIBBART AND BX7ILDINO VORCV. 



Lfbnrian 

Note.— The titutees have for several vears been recommeodiDK that the aal- 
•rr of the librariaii be increased to S5,000. This sum is reaoired to make the 
aafaury tx>mmenaiirate with the services rendered and to put ft on a par with the 
MlaneB paid to chief librarians of other municipal libraries of equal rank. 

AMistant librarian 

Note.— By reason of the inadeouacy of the ra^sent sabuy, twice within two 
yeara recenUv. the library has lost its assistant librarians. Such frequent 
changes should be avoided. 

Oilef. circulating department 

Note.— The duties and responsibilities of this poeition. involving the super- 
▼ision of the new branch and of stations, as well as the large circulation from 
the main library, call for better compensation for this officer. 

Children 's librarian 

NoTE.>-The volume and quality of the work of this division, involving super* 
Tlsion of school circulation and home libraries, Justify this increase in salary. 

Librarian's secretary 

Note.— The responsibilities of the position of business ofRcer or chief clerk 
require that it be mcreased to the amount originally estimated. 

Refwanoe librarian 

Note.— The growth of the work of this department and the quality of the 
service rendered require this increase for its chief. 

Chief, order and accessions division 

Note.— The volume and complexity of the book-order work require an 
adquately paid chief having busmees ability and Icnowledge of books, their 
prices, etc. 

Chief, industrial division 

Note.— The success of this division during four years and the importance of 
the service Justify and require a well-educated and trained chief. 

Afliistant in charge of work for the blind 

Assistant 

Two assistants, at $900 each 

Note.— One assistant at this salary is needed to be first assuitant in the cir- 
culating department. As the hours during whk^h the department is open are 
long, the first assistant must approximate the chief in administrative ability. 
Another assistant of this grade is needed to take charge of the periodicus 
division. 

Five assistants, at $720 each 

Seven assistants, at $720 each 

Note. — One of those new assLttants is needed to sunervi.<«e the bindery work 
and one as first assistant in the children's department. 

Four assistants, at $fi00 each 

Five assistants, at $C00 each , 

Note.— The extra assistant at this rate is needed in the work with schools. 

Three assistants, at $540 each 

Four assistants, at $540 each 

Note. — An assistant of this grade is needed in the order and accessions divi- 
sion. 
Copyist 



Ap 



propriflp 
tion, 
1011-13. 



Estimates. 
101^1$. 



Chief, catalogue division 

Note.— The vohime and grarle of work that is being done req^uire an officer of 
high technical skill and good administrative ability to cope with it. At least 
15 cataloguers holding subordinate posit tons in locallibraries receive as much as, 
or more than, the estimated salary. 

Cataloguer 

Classifier.. 



Note.— With better division of labor in the catatogue division the work of 
classification of accessions will devolve on this officer, and the suggested title 
would be more descriptive of duties. 

Shelf lister 

Note.— An expert, accurate to a high degree, is needed to maintain the shelf 
list— an essential record. 

Cataloguer 

Do 



Two cataloguers, at $540 each 

Stenographer and typewriter 

Two steiK^p^hers and typewriters, at $720 each 

^ Note.— The increase of correspondence and other clerical work makes this 

additional assistant necessary. 
Twoassbtants, at$480each 



$3,600 



goo 



720 

600 

1,080 

720 



$6,000 




900 



840 



720 

GOO 

1,060 



1,440 



'WfcX 



^ 



BEPOBT OF BOABD OF TBU8TEES PUBLIC UBBABY. 



Estimates for id/£~/3— Continued. 



LIBRABT AND BX7ILDING rORCE^OOOtllltied. 



Two attendants, at $600 each 

Note.— The increasii^ work of the issue department and the importance 
of raising the quality of uie service make necessary these x)Ositions. 

B ix at tenoan ts, at $640 each 

Five attendants, at $480 each 

Collator 



Two messengers, at $480 each 

Three messengers, at $480 each 

Note.— The rapidly increasing work of delivering hooka to schools and sta- 
tions and the collection of books not returned by borrowers make another 
messenger necessary. 

Ten pages, at $360 each 

Two Janitors, at $480 each 

Three janitors, at $480 each 

Note.— It is impossible to keep the building and books clean with the present 
Janitor force. 

Engineer. 



Note.— The services of the (ntelligent man now holding this position are so 
valuable to the library as to Justify the further increase recommended for the 
last four years. 
Fireman 



Workman 

Llbrarv guard 

Two cloakroom attendants, at $360 each. 
8ix charwomen, at $180 each 



Total for salaries. 



SPECIAL 9ERVICE.<I. 

For the employment of substitutes and other special and temporary service, at 
the discretion of the librarian 

For the employment of substitutes and other special and temponuy service, 
Including the conducting of stations in public-school buildings, playgrounds, 

and social settlements, at the discretion of the librarian 

Note.— With a relatively small increase in this appropriation it would be 
possible to open a number of library stations in suburban schools and in the new 

filayground Duildings and to conduct stations in several social settlements, 
n this way library facilities could be extended to families not now reached. 
For keeping the library open 52 Sundays, 2 to 9 p. m.; 5 holidays, 9 a. m. to 9 
p. m.; and for extra services on Saturday afternoons in July, August, and 

September 

Note.— The present appropriation is not sufncient to provide for the home 
circulation of books on Sundays. This is regarded as desirable. 

BOOKS, BINniNQ. CONTINGENT EXPENSES, ETC. 

For purchase of books 

NOTE.— The Increase is required to meet demands caused by the increase in 
circulation, the need for pxtenslve duplication, the demand for manv tpchno- 
logical books, the desirability of further extension of thesystom of circulation 
through the schools, tho increased cost of books, and the nwd of extending the 
periodical list. An averapp' of fi,000 volumes are worn out by use each year, 
costing ttt least $6,000 simply to replace them. 

For binding 

Note.— Tho present appropriation was fully JIj/jOO too small to meet last 
year's roquironionls; in addition to using the entire appropriation for rebinding 
it was nocfissary to swnd $4,500 of tho, book appropriation for books bound new, 
of which sum one-third ought more properly to be charged against binding 
account. 

Hereafter the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are authorired to enter 
into contract or contracts for binding books for the Public Library for periods 
not exceeding three years, subject to annual appropriations of Congress, under 
such conditions and specifications as they may prescribe. 

Note.— It is lx>lipve<l that more favorable contracts can be secured by assur- 
ing continuous work to a contractor for a longr»r pc»rio<I than one year. 

For fuel, lighting, fitting up building, including lunch-room equipment, mainte- 
nance of motorcycle, and other contingent expenses 

For fuel, lighting, fitting up building, including lunch-room equipment, purchase 

and maintenance of motor cycles, and other contingent expenses 

Note.— As the library's one motor cycle has beon in iwe more than two years, 
it is frequently out of commission for repairs. The work of delivering books to 
the public schools, stations, etc., has grown to such proportions that at least 
two motorcycles are needed. 

For purchase and installation of 80-horsepower auxiliary boiler 

Note.— The original plans of the building called for two 80-horsepower boilers, 
only one of which was installed. Emergencies arise ;vhen the one boiler is put 
out of use. 

Total for central library 



ApproprUi^ 



$3,240 

2,400 

480 

960 



3,000 



1,QB0 



710 
dOO 
720 
7aD 
1,080 



40,940 



1,000 



1,700 



7,800 



Z.BOO 



8,000 



OS, MO 






$1,200 



3,240 

2,400 

480 



1,44) 
8,600 

"i.iio 

1,200 



720 
000 
720 
720 
1,080 



2,«00 



2,500 



1S,$00 



5. 



8,IK 



2,810 



0l,ll$ 
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Estimates for 1912-13— Continwed. 



TAXO.VA PABK BRANCH LIBBAHT. 

For malntenanoe, employraont of branch iibrarhm aad assistants, substitutes, 
and other special and temxwrary servioes, oxtra services for Sundays and holi- 
days, purchase of boolcs, periodicals, binding, fuel, and other contingent ex- 
penses, the rates of compensation of aU employees to be determined by the board 

of library tnistees 

NoTR.— This appropriation was carried in the deficiency bill. It is sufficient 
only to ran the braocn for 7 A months. The terms of thoCamefrin fdft require a 
minimum annual maintenance of 10 per cent of the cost of the building;— 140.000. 
Even the estimated sum will probably not be sufhcient to keep the branch 
open toU hours. Better results can bo secured by not subdividing the appro- 
priation for maintenance. The following items are mentioned by way of iiius- 
iration: Branch librarian, 11.000; assistant, tflOO; assistant, $480: janitor, ISM; 
books, periodk;aIs, and binding, 11,000; fUel, lighting, and other contincont 
expense. 9500. 

For purchases of books ^deficiency bill) 



Apwopriap 
1911-12. 



$2,500 



Grand total . 



2.000 



67,140 



Estimates, 
101^13. 



$4,000 



95,100 



SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED INCREASES. 
New ofRoers asked for: 

Chlef, order divlsfon $1,200 

Chief, industrial division 1.200 

Chief, catalogue division 1,600 

Shelf lister R40 

Stenographer and typewriter 720 

Two assistants, at $900eaflh 1,800 

Two assistants, at $720 each 1.440 

Assistant 600 

Assistant 640 

Two attendants, at ICOO each 1,200 

Messenger 480 

Janitor 480 



Increases of salaries asked for: 

Librarian 1,600 

Assistant librarian 300 

Chief, circulating department 300 

Children's librarian 200 

Librarian's secretary 100 

Reference librarian 300 

Engineer 120 



$12,000 



Other increases asked for: 

Substitutes, etc 1 . 500 

Sunday openlnir 800 

Purchase of books 7.500 

Binding 1. 600 

Auxiliarv boiler 2. 600 



2.720 



13.800 



Total increases 28.620 

Takoma Park branch, net dccreasi" 600 

Net increases asked for 28, 020 

Theodore W. Notes, 
President, Library Trustees, 

The Commissioners of the District of 0)lumbia. 



Washington, J^cne 2S, 1911. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to forward herewith the detailed 
estimates for maintaining the Free Public Library during the fiscal 
year 1913, unanimously adopted by the library trustees as represent- 
ing the minimum needs of tne library. 

On May 24 the trustees appeared before the commissioners and 
presented arguments for the adoption by them as part of tha ^^Iv- 
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mates of the District government for transmission to Congress the 
library budget herewith submitted. 

As representatives of an educational agency, the extent and im- 
portance of whose work have never been recognized in any real, 
thorough-going, and substantial way by adequate financial support, 
we pointed out that the local pul)lic library was established but 
recently, as compared with the public libraries of most other munici- 
palities; that it was started on a very narrow basis of support and 
that this basis had been kept too narrow for it ever to have a retl 
chance so to develop that it would fully accomplish the work proper to 
a public librar}' in a highly intelligent city like Washington. Started 
in a small way, its increases in appropriations have consisted for the 
most part of slight additions that would no doubt have been sufficient 
had the basic appropriation been adequate. Under the conditioos 
that have actually existed, these increases have entirely failed so to 
strengthen the library force that it could handle effectively the 
rapidly enlarging library work, and as a result of inadequate pay 
and excess of work the library force has been annually depletea l^ 
resignations to the extent of 53 per cent of the entire force in the 
fiscal year 1907. 35 per cent in 1908, 28 per cent in 1909, 26 per cent 
in 1910, and 30 per cent thus far this year. Latterly the library 
appropriations have nearly ceased to increase, with the result that 
the library has been unable to enlarge its service to the public in 
response to demands and observed needs. 

That the Public Library's appropriations have, relatively to the 
total appropriations for the District, been actually going backward is 
shown by the facts that our appropriation for 1910 of $61,020 was but 
0.50 per cent of the total appropriation of that year; that the appro- 
priation for 1911 of $61,140 was only 0.54 per cent of this year's total; 
and that the appropriation of $67,i40 for 1912 reduced the library's 
percentage of the total appropriation for the next fiscal year to 0.53 
per cent. The sum of $95,160 which we asked for in 1913 is but 0.75 
per cent of the whole, should the appropriations for that year not ex- 
ceed those for 1912 ($12,544,291). 

At the hearing granted to the library trustees we compared the 
expenditures of the local public librarj' and those of other municipal 
libraries as given in the Census Bureau's statistics of cities, which 
show that in 1908 but 0.8 per cent of Washington's "general and 
special service cxpon-es" were devoted to the Puolic Library as com- 
pared with an average of 1.4 per cent in other cities having 300,000 
population or over. One of the commissioners expressed the opinion 
that local conditions render the Census Bureau's figures and the 
percentage calculations based thereon of doubtful applicability here 
and suggested that a table showing the per capita maintenance ex- 
penditures for municipal free public labraries would afford a fair 
comparison to which he would give serious consideration. I have the 
honor to submit such a table compiled from the published reports of 
niunici])al libraries or from figures secured by direct applicaticxi. 
The tal)le includes all municipal free public libraries of cities above 
200,000 population. The expenditures in Washington and elsewhere 
include not only city appropriations, but funds from all other sources. 
Expenditures for land and buildinirs have been excluded. The figures 
are for 1910. 
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Fer capita expenditures of American munipical libraries. 



Cities. 



New York. 



Lphia.. 

St Louis 

Boston. 



Cleveland.. 
Beltimore.. 
Pittsbtugh. 
Detroit. 



Buffalo 

San Francisco. 

Mflwaukee 

Cincinnati 

Newark. 



New Orleans. 
Washington.. 
IxM Angeles.. 
Minneapolis., 
JeneyCi^. 



SoatUe. 

Indian^Mriis.. 

Providence... 

Louisville 

St. Paul 

Denver 

Portland 



Popula- 


Expendi- 


Per 


tion, 1910. 


tures. 


capita. 


1 

4,766,883 


itl,464,119 


s to. 304 


2,185.283 


843.870 


».157 


1,649,008 


251,144 


««.16a 


687,029 


106,261 


.284 


070,685 


375,338 


*.6fi0 


560.663 


820,836 


«.672 


558,486 


76,671 


«.137 


633,005 


» 257,024 


.481 


465,766 


96,837 


.207 


423,716 


• 189,237 


.sag 


1 416,912 


82,036 


.196 


373,867 


100.280 


.292 


364,463 


156,971 


.430 


347,469 


111,601 


.321 


339,076 


37,750 


«.1U 


331.069 


66,582 


•.201 


319,198 


110,366 


.345 


301,408 


113,866 


.377 


267,779 


46.031 


.17 


248,381 


67,360 


.23 


237,194 


109,892 


«.463 


' 233,660 


< 68,793 


1 S.251 


224,326 


, 63,686 


S.234 


223.928 


66.191 


.295 


214,744 


».434 


«.276 


1 213,381 


47.337 


.221 


1 207,214 


60,012 


.338 



Totals and average 17,266,370 i 14,806,898 



I New York Public Library, 1872336; Brooklyn Public Library, 1457,383; Queens Borou«^ PubUe 
Library, 1123,900. 
s City also contains other free refiBrence libraries. 

* Has two large endowed free reference libraries. 

* Consists practical iy of a system of branch libraries. 

* Came^ Library of Pittsburgh, 1232,076; Carnegie Library of Allegheny, $24,948. 

* Buffalo Publte Library, 8112,862; Grosvenor Library (city appropriation), 126,376. 

The forgoing table shows that out of 26 cities above 200,000 in 
population (other than Washington) 20 have higher per capita ex- 
penditures for public libraries than Washington. At a low estimate 
of 2 per cent annual increase in population, Washington will have a 
population of 351,230 in 1913. The desired appropriation of $95,120 
lor that year would be but $0,271 per capita. There are 15 of the 
cities in the foregoing table that in 1910 spent above that amount 
per capita for public libraries. Cleveland and Boston each had 
more than double that per capita expenditure. Among the cities 
having less than 200,000 and more than 100.000 population that spent 
more than 27 cents per capita for public libraries in 1910 were the 
following: Oakland, $0,416; Worcester, $0.38; Svraciise, $0,303; 
Grand Bapids, $0,368; Cambridge, $0,285; and Spokane, $0,306. Of 
cities having less than 100,000 population and spending more than 27 
cents per capita for libraries, the following have been noted: Ta- 
2oma, $0.31; St. Joseph, $0.29; Haverhill, $0,437; Somerville, $0.28; 
Sprin^eld, Mass., $0.519 ; and Brookline, $0.84. 

The library trustees recognize the power and the responsibilitv 
of the commissioners to take note of the total of the library esti- 
mates in connection with the entire estimates for the District gov- 
ernment. We admit, also, that in seeking to have our appropria- 
tions increased from $67,140 to $95,160, if our estimates are consid- 
ered simply on the basis of proportionate increase, they are somewhat 
large. We maintain, however, that they are proportionately large 
solely because our basic figures have always been and are wa^ 4n&- 
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proportionately small. Could we onoe get our basic appropriation 
properly established, which would be accomplished by the full appro- 
priation of the estimates forwarded herewith, thereafter our esti- 
mates would only need to call for gradual increases. 

From every other viewpoint our total estimates and the increases we 
ask are small. When it is considered that our estimates are designed 
to furnish the sole maintenance of one arm of the educational system 
of the District, our entire estimates of $95,160 will be seen to form 
a very insignificant part of the District budget. The foregoing 
table also shows that ooth the proposed total and the proposed per 
capita library expenditures are reasonable as compared with those 
of other progressive cities. 

We take it for granted that the commissioners believe that Wash- 
ington should have as good free public library facilities as other pro- 
fressive cities. If the commissioners find that in the foregoing we 
ave made out our case we have no doubt that they will forward 
the library estimates to Congress intact If they are convinced in tU 
other particulars except as respects the proportionate increase of 
the library estimates m comparison with those of other District 
ofiices, we then respectfully urge that an exception may this year be 
made in the case or the Free Public Library, in order to afford us an 
opportimity at least once to present our case before Congress in its 
entirety. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board. 

Theodore W. Notes, 
President^ Library Trustees. 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

Washington, Augtist i, 1911. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit my report on the oper- 
ation of the Free Public Library during the fiscal year ended «June 
80, 1911, covering the seventh year of my service as public librarian 
here. 

Inasmuch as there has been no appreciable enlargement of the 
library appropriations for the past four years, it is not surprising 
that the former rapidly growing statistics of home circulation ana 
other figures indicative of the constantly enlarging use of the library 
should have given place for the last two years to practically sta- 
tionary figures. This undoubtedly means that the library has not 
been able to any marked degree to enlarge and extend its service to 
the public, or at least to a larger portion of the public, in response 
to demands and observed needs. It does not mean, however, that the 
library has stagnated, that it has not been increasing in educational 
efliciency, or that it does not each year render the public more val- 
uable ii not much more extensive service. Since the library has 
during the present period of practically stationary appropriations 
been forced to limit the extensiveness of its work, increasing emphasis 
has been placed on the greatest possible aid to the individual reader 
and on heightening the efficiency of the existing work. A virtue 
has therefore been made of necessity. If the library could not from 
lack of branches and other agencies, such as are maintained by most 
other municipal libraries, give all the citizens of the District full 
public library facilities, it has at least striven to give to those persons 
who have been able to come to the single central building the most 
sympathetic and skillful assistance and the largest and most useful 
facilities for reading and study at its disposal. That these efforts 
have been reasonably successful this report will aim to show. 

SUMMARY OF THE YEAR's WORK. 

The book collection grew from 121,077 volumes to 132,837 vol- 
umes. The home circulation was 601,717 volumes, a decrease of 1,344 
volumes. In addition 42,080 mounted pictures were circulated. The 
registered borrowers number 50,424. Among the salient features in 
the past year's work the following may be mentioned : 

1. The beginning of transferrmg from the National Library to 
the Public Library of surplus books received as copyright deposits. 
(Sec. 59, new copyright law.) 

2. A further reduction in the percentage of fiction circulated from 
62 to 60, making the total reduction in fiction circulated during 7 
years 24 per cent. 
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3. A further improvement in the general reference work through 
cooperation with high-school librarians. 

4. A marked increase in all branches of the work of the technology 
department. 

5. The placing of the school work of the library under a trained 
supervisor, with resulting improvement in quality and increase in 
quantity of this work. 

6. The maintenance of monthly story hours in the library lecture 
hall and the telling of stories in certain schools. 

7. The establishment of a system of home libraries through co- 
operation with the Associated Charities. 

8. The conducting of library stations in the playgrounds and in 
one or two schools by library employees. 

9. Experimental house to house delivery of books in one section of 
the District. 

10. The transfer of books in tactile print from the Library of 
Congress to this library and the conducting of readings and musi- 
cales for the blind here. 

REGISTRATION — HOME CIRCULATION — STATIONS. 

Of the 50,424 persons holding borrowers' cards at the end of the 
year, 14,389 were registered dunng the year. This number included 
10,248 adults, 3,395 children, and 746 persons at the stations (chiefly 
children). Ten-book cards were issued to 503 teachers; 1,166 such 
cards are now in force. Privilege or student cards were issued to 98 
persons, and 91 strangers gained library privileges by depositing $5 
each. An analysis of the adult registration shows that 43 per cent 
are men and 57 per cent women. 

The home circulation of 601,717 volumes was distributed by the 
following agencies: Five hundred and forty-two thousand eight 
hundred ana fifty-nine volumes from the central . library (423,590 
adult department and 119,269 children's room) ; 21,929 volumes 
from deposit stations; 34,342 volumes from high and grammar 
schools: 2,240 volumes from playgrounds, home libraries, and by 
house to house delivery, and 365 volumes from the department for the 
blind. (For details of registration, circulation, information bureau, 
etc., see pp. 30-35.) 

The deposit stations and similar agencies conducted by volunteers 
were reduced to eight. The books circulated by them decreased by 
2,943 volumes. The Young Men's Christian ^sociation circulated 
52 per cent of all .station circulation. F'requent deliveries by motor 
cycle of books to the stations and the high schools proved advan- 
tageous in keeping the stations supplied with fresh Dooks and by 
withdrawing books no longer in demand and books in need of bind- 
ing. It has not been possu)le to establish a station or branch at the 
District Building, but daily deliveries and collections are made, 
through the office of the secretary of the commissioners, of books 
wanted by District employees, a service that is appreciated by Dis- 
trict officers who need books for official use and oy employees who 
thereby secure books for recreational reading. (For reports of the 
volunteer librarians of the Young Men's Christian Association and 
other stations, see pp. 35-38.) 
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REDUCED FICTION CIRCULATION — DUPLICATE PAT COLLECTION. 

In common with many other libraries this library has for several 
years maintained a duplicate pay collection in order to meet the 
demands for new fiction without undue drain upon the book fund. 
This plan has met with general satisfaction. However, the last two 
years the expenditures ^r this collection have been falling off and 
the receipts have not quite equaled the expenditures. The past year 
the investment was: For books, $736.22; for current periodicals, 
$181.45 ; and for binding, $244.47 ; total, $1,162.41. The receipts were 
$1,101.25. The total circulation of fiction in 190&-10 was more than 
9,000 volumes smaller than in 1908-9, and in the year under review 
26,728 fewer novels were circulated than during the previous year. 
Moreover, the purchases of fiction during the last two or three years 
have been more largely of old and standard titles than of modem 
novels. The smaller demands upon the duplicate collection are in 
part due to the increasingly higher standard exacted of fiction in- 
cluded in this collection and in part to the maintenance in the city 
of a number of commercial circulating libraries, but also in part, it 
is believed, to the shifting taste of many readers from a diet com- 
posed almost exclusively of new fiction to one including other forms 
of literature. 

These experiences and observed tendencies raise the question as 
to whether the library should not abolish the duplicate pay collec- 
tion. The library welcomes the relief afforded by the maintenance 
of commercial circulating libraries. Should the demands on the 
duplicate pay collection continue to fall off, good business would dic- 
tate the closing up of this venture. It would be easily possible to 
make it an entire commercial success by including lower-grade titles; 
but the policy of the library has never been to lower its standards 
for the sake of the commercial success of the collection. It is be- 
lieved that persons who never read anything but new fiction and 
who insist on having a gi*ade of fiction not stocked by the Public 
Library have already transferred their patronage to the commercial 
libraries. There are, however, many other readers who still rely 
upon the Public Library to supply them with the best literature of 
all classes, including the best new fiction. The library's book fund 
is not yet sufficiently ample, however, to meet these demands for new 
fiction without the cooperation afforded by the rental feature. It 
would be a mistake not to supply the best new fiction, for it has been 
observed that many readers who formerly confined their reading 
almost exclusively to new fiction have gradually been led to widen 
it so as to include many other forms of literature. To fail to supply 
new fiction would mean the alienation of such readers and the loss of 
the opportunity of influencing their reading and perhaps also that 
of their children. The best new novels should also be supplied, be- 
cause there is just as ^ood workmanship in them as in other forms of 
current literature ana because they are sought by readers of culture 
as well as by the more undiscriminating readers, for whom they 
serve, in part, as stepping stones to more diversified reading. 

THE REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

In accordance with the suggestion contained in the report of last 
year, the figures of attendance in the general readme xwswi ^^^ t>s^ 



16 REPOKT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC UBRABY. 

longer kept. The attendance is so large and the reference librarian 
80 lully occupied in meeting the wants of readers that the figures 
have always been incomplete, and even so required a disproportion- 
atelv large amount of time to record. Judging by the number of 
boots brought to the room for readers, the work oi the department 
has increased 12 per cent over the preceding year. The Sunday use 
of the room is large, and much serious reading and study is done, in 
large part by persons who are not seen at the library on week days. 
It is believed that this library is the only one in the District open 
on Saturday afternoons and evenings in July, August, and Septem- 
ber; and these are very busy times in the reading room. The refer- 
ence collection has been strengthened by procuring, as published, 
all the important reference books and by securing copies of the manu- 
script bibliographies prepared for current use by the Library of 
Congress and the Bureau of Education. The set of Geological Sur- 
vey maps, arranged in shallow drawers, is much used. It is be- 
lieved to be the only set in the District available to the public even- 
ings. By transfers from the Library of Congress this Horary main- 
tains in its reference room copies of the next to the last directories 
of 70 of the most important American cities. The collection of 
clipping of Washington affairs is kept up to date and is much used, 
especially by newspaper men. The same is true of the collection of 
clippings, leaflets, and pamphlets on miscellaneous affairs. In view 
of the great utility of this class of material, when well organized, it 
is designed to broaden the scope of this collection. The reference 
department prepared a oomprenensive bibliography of printed ma- 
terial relating to the principal artists representea in the biennial 
exhibition of contemporary American art at the Corcoran Gallery 
last winter. This list was much used by artists and other students. 
Many other brief bibliographies were compiled in response to re- 
quests. These incidents all indicate a steady increase in the Quality 
of the work done by readers in this department. The reference 
collection of pedagogical works is kept up to date by duplicating for 
it the most important current publications on educational anairs. 
Through the cooperation of the librarians of the high schools, the 
reference work for high school ])upils was gi'eatly improved in the 
directions both of enabling the library to provide in advance better 
material for pupils who come to the library and by supplying better 
material for use at tlie schools. During the summer months, as 
heretofore, an exhibition of travel pamphlets published by railway 
and steamship companies has been maintained. This collection is 
largely used by readers in making plans for vacations. (For refer- 
ence (iepartment report, see pp. 38-40.) 

THE INDUSTKIAL DEPARTMENT. 

The fourth full year of the maintenance separately of the indus- 
trial department has shown its steadily increasing utility. The col- 
lection has been enlarged by 1,450 volumes, in addition to trade 
catalogues and periodicals. The limitation of the size of the room, 
which holds only about 7.500 volumes, serves to restrict the collec- 
tion to live material. As new books come in older works are removed 
to the stacks or withdrawn altogether. The reclassification of the 

oks and the making of the separate card catalogue of the coUec- 
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tion for the room have been completed. The reference work of the de- 
partment is not represented by any statistics but is perhaps more im- 
portant and extensive than the work that is shown by home circulation 
records. The circulation of books contained in this department in- 
creased 24 per cent over the previous year's record. The gains of the 
three previous years were successively 33J per cent, 39 per cent, and 
31 per cent over the records of the next preceding years. Much of 
the publicity work of the library, directed toward attracting a con- 
stantly enlarging constituency, was in the interest of advertising 
the resources and service of this department. Libraries have long 
been devoted so predominantly to general literature and the so- 
called humanistic subjects that it takes time, effort, ingenuity, and 
printer's ink to make it fully known that this library (in common with 
several of the more important public libraries) is well supplied with 
the best and most recent literature on the practical affairs of life, 
including business, advertising, accountancy, engineering, house 
building, plumbing, illumination, paving, gardening, printing, and 
trades and (uvupations generally. (For report of the industrial 
department see i)p. 40-42.) 

children's department'' and school work. 

The new quarters of the children's department on the second floor 
have proved very satisfactory. In addition to the large and pleasant 
children's room the department has an adjoining suite of offices for 
the children's librarian and the supervisor of school work, and for 
the separate display of books for primary teachers, model collec- 
tions, etc. The overflow of the school duplicate collection is con- 
veniently kept in the adjoining book stacks. 

The circulation of books from the children's room has shown some 
slight growth (115,911 volumes in 1909-10 and 119,269 volumes in 
the past year). The book stock has been enlarged and the selections 
have been made with great care. There has been an improvement m 
the quantitv and quality of the reference work, in the advice to 
parents and teachers concerning the reading of their children, the 
preparation- of book lists and in organized story tellinff. In order 
to make up in some slight degree, even before branch libraries are 
built, for the fact that a very small portion of the children of the 
District are able to come to the single central library, further efforts 
liave been put forth in the direction of extension work. The collec- 
tion of school duplicates has been increased to 3,000 volumes, from 
which there was a home circulation of 31,927 volumes. This w^ork 
has been not only enlarged, but rendered much more effective through 
the direction of a trained and experienced supervisor. A beginning 
has been made at sending out home libraries by cooperation with the 
Associated Charities. The playground libraries nave been more 
effectively administered by library assistants. Books have been sent 
to vacation homes for working girls, and an experiment was begun 
in making house to house deliveries of books to a remote suburb. 

The collection of school duplicates is still far too small to meet 
demands and should be increased as rapidly as possible. The trans- 
portation of books has been simplified by their delivery and collection 
in the case of suburban schools by a local transfer company. Books 
for the near-by schools continue to be handled by tVv^TftsAwt ^-^^^^ Tt^Rk 

17047—11 2 
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educational bulletin published monthly throughout the school year 
continues to answer the useful purpose of bringing the resources of 
the library and its service to the attention of teachers. Other printed 
matter that has helped in this direction has included reprints of the 
graded lists, lists of vacation reading compiled in cooperation with 
school officers and individual nuiltigraphed letters sent to high school 
pupils on graduation, urging them to use the library after leaving 
school. Most useful of all have been the visits of the supervisor or 
school work to the schools for the purpose of personal conferences 
with teachei's and talks to the children. 

The publication a year ago of a pamphlet describing the work of 
the library for the children of ^Aashington made mention of the 
home libraries i)ieviously conducted, and pointed out the need for 
further work in this direction. This brought a prompt otFer frcwn 
the Associated Charities to cooperate in this enterprise by inducing 
volunteer visitors interested in social work to take charge of these 
libraries. The plan involves the sending of a collection of about 20 
volumes to a home where it is used by one or several families. Bv 
this plan, to the influence of the books is added the friendly counsel 
of the visitor. There were 18 such libraries sent out. 

The brief experiment of making a house to house delivery of 
books to families in Tenleytowu was especially interesting. Mrs. 
Louis W. Austin contributed money for the hiring of an automobile, 
by means of which the children's librarian was able to make three 
or four trips. The results were such as to make it desirable to 
extend the plan to other remote suburbs. In view of the funds 
needed, the experiment must, it is feared, be considered interesting 
rather than practicable, at least for the present. (For reports of 
the children's librarian, see pp. 4*2-4(0 : for that of the suix-rvisor of 
work with schools, see pp. 44-40.) 

TAKOMA PARK BKAXCII — CrrHEK BRANCHES NEEDED. 

The building for the Takoma Park branch approaches completion 
and it is expected to open the branch about the middle of November. 
The deficiency appropriation bill contained an item of $2,000 for 
the purchase of books for the fii-st stocking of the branch and 
$2,500 for its maintenance the fii^st year. As the latter sum is but 
seven-tw^elfths of $4,000 (the annual maintenance sum needed to 
fulfill the requirement of ^Ir. Carnegie to spend each year one-tenth 
of the cost of the building), even if the building should be completed 
earlier, it would be unjustifial)le to attempt to conduct the branch 
more than seven-twelfths of the present fiscal year. The cufrent 
needs of the branch, no less than the pledge to Mr. Carnegie, 
require that the appropriation for the next full year be $4,000. 
In addition to the books secured from the item of $2,000 and a 
proportionate part of the appropriation for maintenance, it will 
be possible to turn over a considerable number of books, chiefly 
transfers from the Library of Congress, that have been accumulated 
in prospect of the establishment of branches, as well as certain sur- 
phis copies from the permanent collection of the main library. 
From these combined sources it is hoped to open the branch witti 
a good working collection. 
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The establishment of this branch has increased the work of the 
book order and catalogue departments of the main library. In view 
of the inadequacy of the central library staff at these and other 
points, appropriations should be secured for strengthening it before 
more branch libraries are built. Meantime, however, other cities 
smaller than Washington are establishing branch libraries. Witness 
Minneapolis with 12, Indianapolis with 7, Louisville w^ith 5, Seattle 
with 6, and Springfield, Mass., and St. Joseph, Mo., with 2 each. It 
is believed that the home circulation of this library is dispropor- 
tionately small for a registration of over 50,000 persons. This is not 
due to any lack of interest on the part of the readers, who are 
exceptionally intelligent, nor to any failure on the part of the li- 
brary to give good service to those who come, but is due to the 
fact that the central building is remote from the homes of a large 
portion of its readere. Out of (>5,000 childi-en in Washington be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 17 but 10,000 are registered as library 
users. These 10,000 children draw out about 155,000 volumes 
(119,000 from the central library and the rest fnmi the schools) — 
that is, about 25 per cent of the whole circulation. With a system 
of branches distributed throughout the city within easy reach of all 
homes it would l^e possible to enroll as library users a very large 
proportion of the population and especially of the children of school 
age, and both those who are now enrolled and those who would then 
be enrolled would use a very much larger number of books per 
capita than is now practicable, in view of the remoteness of the 
central library from the homes of most readers. 

Even with the present lack of legal authority to proceed with the 
building of* the other Carnegie branches, with a moderate increase 
in appropriation for employment of assistants it Avould be possible 
to increase the number of library stations and to conduct them effi- 
ciently by paid employees. Authority for the maintenance of such 
stations m schoolhouses could no doubt be secured from the board 
of education. In this connection it is desirable that steps be taken 
to have new school buildings now being erected, or at least certain 
of them in various parts of the city, provided with special library 
rooms with outside entrances. Until the Carnegie buildings are 
erected, branches could be conducted in such schoolhouses and after 
that they would serve as sub-branches. 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE BLIND. 

As announced in the report of a year ago, the department for the 
blind, maintained for many years at the Library of Congress, was 
transferred in October, 1910, to the Public Library. The change 
involved the transfer of 1.409 volumes of embossed books, represent- 
ing 912 titles, together with a collection of einbo*^s(Ml music and cur- 
rent periodicals and letterpress periodicals devoted to the interests 
of the blind. From the Census Bureau was secured a list of names 
and addresses of blind persons in the District of Columbia, found 
at the taking of the Thirteenth Census. This list, when combined 
with the list of names already in hand, some of which were not 
found by the census enumerators, showed 360 blind persons in the 
District. Curiously, the entire circulation of book& i»x >3w^ ''^Cxssl^ 
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during the last fiscal year numbers 365 volumes. The semiweekly 
readings and entertainments given during the year consisted of the 
f oUowmg : Ten literary and 7 dramatic readings. 12 lectures, and 32 
musical recitals, with a total attendance of 809 blind and 6,416 per- 
sons not blind. Another season it is hoped to provide for the blind 
users of the library a larger proportion of informational lectures, 
perhaps by inducing them to attend the regular lectures provided in 
the library hall. With the fuller organization of the Boy Scouts of 
America in the District, it has been suggested that it may be possible 
to secure the service* of scouts as guides to blind persons attending 
lectures or coming to the library for books. Books for the blind are 
sent by motor cycles to two institutions. In other cases, where the 
readers are imable to call for them, they are sent by mail under frank. 
A large and pleasant room on the basement floor, formerly occupied 
as a children's room, has been assigned to the department for the 
blind. Miss Esther J. Giffin, who has always had charge of this 
work at the Library of Congress, has been on the pay roll of that 
institution during the year under review. Beginning July 1, pro- 
vision for carrying on this work was transferred to the Public 
Library appropriation, and Miss Giffin continues in charge. Her 
detailed report, printed elsewhere (pp. 48-49), contains the list of 
persons Avho have supplied the lectures, readings, and music. Cordial 
acknowledgment is extended to them, as well as to Messrs. E. F. 
Droop & Sons Co. for the loan of a piano for use in the entertain- 
ments. 

LECTI'RK HALL AND STITDY ROOM ITSE. 

In addition to the lectures, readings, and entertainments specifically 
provided for the blind and held partly in the lecture room and partly 
in the reading room for the blind, the lecture room had moderate use 
by organizations conducting free public lectures and the study rooms 
have been in constant use by small societies meeting for studv and 
discussion. Fifteen organizations held 50 public meetings (chiefly 
in the lecture hall) with a total recorded attendance of 3,985. These 
figures are incomplete as the attendance was in some cases not kept. 
Fourteen organizations held 209 meetings in the study rooms. On 
some days two or more meetings were in progress at the same time. 
As many as seven meetings have been held on the same day. No at- 
tendance figures were kept. P^lsewhere in this report (pp. 67-68) 
will be found the newly adopted rules governing the use oi the lecture 
hall and study rooms. (For lists of organizations holding meetings, 
see pp. 50-51.) 

Except in the case of the provision for the blind and the story 
hours for children, the library has no part in conductmg meeting 
held in its lecture hall and study rooms. All such meetings are held 
under the auspices of organizations. The library has no fund for 
employing lecturers. In view of the large and interested audiences 
who attend such excellent courses as those provided by the Washing- 
ton Society of the Fine Arts it is believed that it would be easily pos- 
sible to secure large audiences several evenings a week if good courses 
could be i)rovided on other subjects. P]ven without a iiind for the 
employment of lecturers it might be possible through the cooperation 
of the local universities to provide courses of university extension 
lectures. 
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The lecture hall and the study club are susceptible of fuller use in 
the development of the work of the library than have ever been made 
of them, so far as is known. WHiat are needed are series of lecture 
courses on all sorts of subjects, giving enough of subject matter to 
inform hearers and hold their interest. The main purpose of such 
library lectures, however, should be to lead the auditors to discrimi- 
nating reading of the books contained in the library. To make such 
a plan successful there should be a study club organizer who would 
aid groups of readers who had listened to the lectures to follow up 
lines of reading suggested by them. Much of the present best con- 
sidered reading is done by members of voluntary study clubs. It is 
believed that there are large numbers of persons in every community 
at present not belonging to any study organization who could be easily 
organized into clubs conducted by a public library. By means of 
such organization and direction by a tactful club organizer much of 
the present miscellaneous and purposeless reading could be replaced 
by systematic reading. Such gratifying results in improved reading 
are secured by the use of open shelves, by the printing of special lists 
and by the personal suggestions of the information desk assistants, 
that a further organization and development of methods for giving 
guidance in reading and study would most surely be welcomed by 
readers and would produce excellent reading. These suggestions are 
thrown out not as something that the library is now able to adopt but 
as hints of a plan worthy of adoption when means are afforded. 

THE PICTURE COLLECTION AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The collection of mounted pictures has grown so Ij^rge that it nearly 
fills seven four-drawer vertical filing cabinets. Material added dur- 
ing the year has included, Ln addition to the usual clippings from 
magazines* and pamphlets, a quantity of inexpensive reproductions 
of old masters and post-card pictures of artists and thoir work, of 
musicians and historical personages, purchased by the librarian last 
summer in ilunich. An interesting collection of early prints of 
views of Washington was also purchased. This material is each 
year used by an increasing number of persons, schools, clubs, and 
newspapers. The resources of the picture collection and its utility 
in teaching were well illustrated by the exhibition of historical ma- 
terial shown in connection with the sessions of the History Teachers 
Association of the Middle States and Maryland, held on March 10 
and 11, in the lecture hall. Of the six valuable lecture^ given in the 
library hall under the auspices of the Washington Society of the 
Fine Arts five were accompanied by coordinate exhibitions arranged 
in the room adjoining the lecture hall. The bird arrival bulletins, 
based on data furnished every spring for several years by the United 
States Biological Survey, were displayed as usual. (For reports 
on picture collection and exhibitions, see pp. 47-48.) 

ACQUISITION OF BOOKS — COPYRIGHT TRANSFERS. 

The book stock was increased from 1*21.077 volumes to 1:^2,887 
volumes. The accessions numbered 17,r)r)8 volumes, the withdrawals 
5.794 volumes, and 32 volumes previously counted as withdrawn were 
restored to the records. The new accessions were acquired as follows: 
Purchases, 10,625 volumes; copyrighted books transferred (sec. 59, 
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copyright law) from the Library of Confess, 5,394 volumes; mis- 
cellaneous gifts, 1,224 volumes: and serials bound, 315 volumes. 

The books purchased cost $9,778.56, a smaller sum than tlie library 
has expended for books for several years. The total accessions were 
the largest in the history of the library. Comment on these two 
closely related facts is appropriate here. The increase in the ac- 
cession figures was due to the receipt of a relatively large number 
of copyright transfers from the Library of Congress. These transfers 
have included books selected from the residue after the Library of 
Congress had made its own selections from the books received as 
copyright deposits. For the purpose of these transfers the Public 
Librarv is considered a Government library and has been invited to 
share with the department and bureau libraries in the books not 
needed by the Library of Congress. The Library of Congress nat- 
urally retains both copyright deposit copies of most books of history, 
economics, politics, law, biography, and allied subjects. The surplus 
copies of books in certain other classes are taken by Government 
bureau libraries: e. g., much of technology by the Bureau of Stand- 
jirds, and much of pedagogy by the Bureau of Education, etc. To the 
Public Library is offered its choice of the surplus books in general 
literature (including foreign languages), philosophy, religion, some 
biography and travel, and other miscellaneous subjects. From this 
source the Public Librarv has secured a considerable number of 
book< that it would otherwise have felt obliged to buy; in some cases 
the books so secured have been taken as desirable duplicates; many 
of the books thus taken have, on the other hand, not been considered 
of sufficient value so that they would have been purchased, though 
possessing enough interest to make them acceptable when secured 
without cost. 

The books available for transfer consist at present of current publi- 
cations and an accumulation of older works. Another year will prob- 
ably si»e the completion of the examination and transfer of the older 
publications, after which the number of books received by copyright 
transfer will be much smaller than the figures here reported. 

It is appropriate that this report should include a statement of 
the b(»nefit derived by this librarv from the operation of the law 
authorizing these transfers. It is also imix>rtant that undue weight 
should not be attached to this means of securing books for the library, 
especially not to the point of concluding that the library does not 
need more numey for the purchase of books than it has ever had. 
The facts are that only to a comparatively small degree does the 
receipt of these copyright transfers save the book fund, as most of 
the -books so received are supplemental in character; that is, many of 
them would eitlier not be bought at all or are used as duplicates that 
otherwise might not be bought. Many of the books most impera- 
tivelv needed bv the Public Librarv are also so much needed at the 
I-iibrarv of Congress that both of the copyright deposit copies are 
retained there. Of books most in demand at the Public Library it is 
necessary to have a large niunber of duplicates, sometimes as high as 
50 copies or more. 

All funds available for book purchases last year were spent with- 
out fully meeting the needs of the school -duplicate collection and 
other extension agencies. In view of the present inadequacy of the 
cataloguing force, the new accessions were larger than could be ex- 
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peditiously handled and promptly placed in circulation. As a 
result it was necessary to store about 3,000 volumes until the force 
could be enlarged. Naturally the books selected for storage were 
the less valuable of the copyright transfers. A record is Kept of 
each volume stored, so that it may be drawn into use whenever 
needed. (For report of book-order department, see pp. 51-52.) 

GIFTS, TRANSFERS. AND AUTOGRAPHS — DISCARDS. 

Elsewhere in this report (p. 59) will be found a numerical record 
of the books and other publications received by gift and by transfer. 
In addition to the copyright deposit transfers, elsewhere mentioned, 
the library also received from the Library of Congress 967 bouna 
and 4 unbound volumes and 568 magazines, all selected material. 
The receipt of 585 volumes from the Evening Star Newspaper Co. 
is also worthy of special mention. Mr. John T. Loomis continues to 
contribute many interesting local publications, particularly pam- 
phlets. Mr. George lies, of New York, has added during the jeat 
27 bound volumes and 2 pamphlets to his earlier gifts of auto- 
graphed books. Among the autographs in the volumes thus received 
are those of Elihu Vedder, John Burrbughs, George J. Holyoake, 
Greorge Henry Lewis, Rossiter Johnson, Titus Munson Coan, J. N. 
Lamed, Henry Abbey, Tudor Jenks, and Elbert Hubbard. 

In addition to the District institutions to which worn-out books 
have been sent in earlier years, similar material has the past year 
been forwarded to the workhouse at Occoquan. Certain unnecessary 
duplicates have been transferred to the Carnegie Library of Howard 
University. 

PERIODICALS. 

The library receives regularly 746 magazines and newspapers; of 
these, 229 are duplicates for circulation, so that 517 separate titles 
are checked and filed. For these subscriptions there was expended 
$1,162.48. The expenditure of $69.97 for society memberships was 
chiefly to secure their official organs at the most favorable rates. As 
in former years, periodical subscriptions have been secured in part 
from the Henry Pastor and Woman^ Anthropological Society funds. 
Of the periodicals received, 203 came as gifts (for the most part 
technolo^cal) from publishers. The local newspapers furnish copies 
of their journals for binding. The library now receives (chiefly as 
gifts) 33 different magazines and newspapers published in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, other than Government publications. The Bureau 
of Education continues to turn over to the library a number of peri- 
odicals received by that office. The Library of Congress has also 
made arrangements to turn over the second copies oi certain peri- 
odicals received as copyright deposits. As usual many volumes of 
periodicals have been completed by duplicates received from the 
Library of Congress. (For report of periodicals division and lists of 
gifts, see pp. 55-59.) 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

The report of the head cataloguer shows that 13,044 volumes were 
catalogued and 14,852 volumes were shelf listed. Although the 
force of the department has remained unchanged, tliese figures are 
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about 12 per cent larger than those of the previous year. The new 
titles catalogued numbered 5,098, an increase of 40 per cent over the 
previous year. But the increased output of the department was not 
sufficient to classify, shelf list, catalogue, and otherwise prepare for 
circulation the large accessions of the year, so that it was necessary 
to store about 3,000 volumes, chiefly copyright transfers received 
from the Library of Congress. The catalogue force has filed in the 
depository catalogue 45,500 cards from the National Library (the 
largest number ever received) and has completed the exceedingly use- 
ful separate catalogue of the technological department. This task has 
involved not only the copying of a large number of cards, but con- 
siderable reclassification. The unfinished condition of the expansive 
classification in use in this library continues to be a great hindrance 
to rapid and effective classification and cataloguing. The work of 
classification could probably be done in half the time now expended 
if the library were using a classification fully and harmoniously 
worked out and supplied with a complete index. The catalogue has 
been improved in usefulness by the insertion of many guide cards 
and by the introduction of the chronological arrangement of subjects 
that lend themselves to such subdivision. The muTtigraph is now in 
regular use for duplicating catalogue cards for books not covered by 
Liorary of Congress cards. It has been found economical to dupli- 
cate cards where six or more copies are wanted and where the entry 
is somewhat extended. The economy has come through the use of 
a low-paid assistant to run the multigraph and in the decrease in the 
work of revision. A very great savmg of time has been effected by 
the use of the multigraph for printing book cards for duplicate fic- 
tion, juveniles, school duplicates, etc. (For report of catalogue 
department, including inventory record, see pp. 52-53.) 

BIKDING AND REPAIR WORK. 

It was again found necessary to supplement the congressional 
appropriation of $3,500 for binding to the extent of $753, taken 
from the desk fund, ordinarily devoted solely to book purchases. 
But even this is not the whole story as to the insufficiency of the 
binding appropriation. During the year not less than $4,500 was 
expended for books rebound when purchased. At least one-third of 
this investment was more properly chargeable to binding appropri- 
ation, for had these books been bought m publishers' bindings tney 
would all shortly have required rebinding at a cost of not less than 
$1,500. Even with the draft on the desk fund for binding it was not 
possible to keep the work as closely up to date as is required to seciure 
the maximum efficiency of ever^^ volume possessed by the library, by 
binding every book as soon as it needs rebinding. It is believed that 
the library has a very favorable binding contract and that the books 
are so well bound as to secure the maximum use. In fact, a recent 
comparison of the figures of circulation of books bound by the 
library's contractor with those of another library binder of high 
reputation (and higher prices) showed an average in excess of 20 
per cent greater wear for books bound in the library's bindery. The 
plan of having the library binding done by contract in the building, 
under the eye of the supervisor of binding, continues to be a satis- 
factory arrangement. (For report of the supervisor of binding, see 
pp, 54-55.) 
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PRINTING, PUBLICATIONS, AND PUBLICITT. 

The publication of the monthly bulletin and of the educational 
bulletin has been continued regularly. The most unportant other 
letter press publications have been a pamphlet describmg the work 
of the Public Library with the children of Washington, the graded 
lists for children (reprinted), anH an attractive list of books to be 
read by graduates of the grammar schools as a preparation for the 
work of the high school. New book lists have appeared each week 
in the Saturday Evening Star. A successful experiment has been 
tried of printing lists ox books and magazine articles on sports in 
the pink sporting sheet of the Sunday Star. With a recent revival 
of the publication of the Washington Journal, lists of German books 
have been furnished to it for publication. Subject lists are also 
frequently published in the Trades Unionist. An mcreasing number 
of brief lists on all sorts of subjects have been printed by the multi- 
CTaph. Thousands of such lists have been distributed. Multigraph 
letters of invitation to use library facilities and inclosing multi- 
graph lists or copies of the bulletin have been mailed to man^ per- 
sons whose names were found in the directory of the Washmgton 
Academy of Science and Affiliated Societies, the Washington Society 
of Engineers, and lists covering persons engaged in various indus- 
tries. The library also prepared the copy for the lists of " Practical 
books for practical boys" and "Books for home builders" and 
arranged with two large manufacturers for their printing in attrac- 
tive pamphlet form as advertisements. About 25 other public 
libraries joined with this library in distributing about 40,000 copies 
of each of these lisfc^. The library not uncommonly when it receives 
from book publishers attractive lists of books on special subjects 
arranges for editions with the library imprint for distribution. 

LIBRARY STAFF AND APPRENTICE CLASS. 

The report of a year ago indicated that the high percentage of 
resignations from the staff that had prevailed ror a numbc»r of 
years was gradually being reduced — that is, from 53 per cent in 
1907 to 26 per cent in 1910. During the past year, however, the 
losses were 22 persons (11 assistants, 8 messengers and pages, and 3 
charwomen), out of the total regular staff of CC, or 3JH per cent. 
Among those to leave the library service were its energetic and ca- 
pable assistant librarian, Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, who left to become 
librarian of the Free Public Library of Jacksonville, Fla., Miss 
M. K. (Tiiilford, the librariairs secrotarv. Mis^^es Mary E. Schick, 
Frances Moore, Louise P. Latimer,- and Mabel Archibald. It is a 
satisfaction to know that most of the professional workers who have 
left the library staff have gone to better-paid positions or to secure 
further professional training in library schools. Four of those who 
left, all graduates of the library's own apprentice class, went to 
take courses in library schools. 

The vacancy in the position of assistant librarian was filled by 
the appointment of Mr. C. Seymour Thompson, who came with 
seven years' experience in the Brooklyn Public Library, where he 
was chief of the traveling libraries department. 
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Representation of the library at library meetings, other than those 
of the District of Columbia Library Association, which regularly 
meets nt the library, has been confined to the attendance of the 
librarian at the midwinter meeting of the council of the American 
Library Association in Chicago during January. 

The librarian lectured on the work of the library in the winter 
coui-se of the Catholic University* of America. In May, on invita- 
tion of the Richmond (Va.) Educational Association, he addressed 
a public meeting in that citv in the interest of a campaign for the 
establishment or a municipal public library there. 

To the library's seventh annual apprentice class 11 persons were 
admitted on examination. Four of these have already been ap- 
pointed to permanent positions and several others to temporary 
positions on the library staff. The opening of the Takoma Park 
branch in November will create vacancies that will be filled by still 
other members of this class. The apprentice course has beoi en- 
riched by lectures given by several outside speakers. The last year's 
class, like the sixth class, urged the extension of the course and it is 

flanned to lengthen it the coming year from six to seven months, 
t will be broadened in scope and higher qualifications will be 
required for entrance. Such an apprentice class as ours bears much 
the same relation to the public-library system that the city normal 
schools hear to the public-school system. Locally, however, there 
is this important difference, that w^liereas the normal schools of the 
District are conducted by separate corps of teachers, specifically 
provided by appropriations, the instniction of the library's training 
class is maintained as an additional burden by the heads of the 
departments of the library service. Most of the large American 
municipal public libraries have found it necessary to maintain such 
apj)rentice classes and in several of them this instructional work is 
carried on by at least one person who devotes full time thereto. 
Certain other cities are fortunatelv situated in that thev have been 
able to contract with neighborhood library schools to carry on such 
apprentice classes. 

In spite of the disproportionately large number of losses from 
the staff each year it is believed that the general eflSciency is not 
only maintained but gradually increased. This is done by msisting 
upon first-rate standards of gt^neral education and personal quali- 
fications of all appointees, by constantly improving the apprentice 
course, the taking of which is required of all candidates for junior 
positions, and the requiring of professional trainiuj^ in library 
schools or long and successful experience as prerequisites for ap- 
pointment or promotion to the more responsiole positions on the 
staff. (For report on apprentice class, see p. 55.) 

1JUIIJ)ING NOTES. 

Iniprovenu'iits in the building during the past year have included 
the re])ainting in light tints of the walls and ceiling in the main 
lobby or circulation department, with resulting improvements in ap- 
pearance and illumination. Two large storerooms nave been built m 
the basement space marked in the original plans as a bicycle room. 
The system of thermostatic control of the heating and ventilating 
system installed last year has proved a success, or at least has made it 
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easier to keep the building warm in winter. Fuel cost is smaller with 
the entire building well heated than it was a few years ago when 
several rooms were still practically unused. This result has of 
course in part come from the skill and careful attention of the engi- 
neer. It IS customary toward the close of each fiscal year to make 
as many improvements in the building as may be secured from the 
balance of the contingent fund remaining after providing for essen- 
tial running expenses. As the building grows older each year's ex- 
penses for repairs and improvements are heavier. There is need for 
much repainting, both outside and inside the building, and the marble 
needs scouring. The original plans of the building called for two 
80-horsepower boilers, but for the sake of economy only one was 
installed. In order to provide against breakdowns the second one 
diould be put in, but that will require a special appropriation. 

ESTIMATES FOR RUNNING EXPENSES. 

The estimates for library maintenance for the fiscal year 1913 have 
already been adopted by the trustees and forwarded to the com- 
missioners. In accordance with law they are regularly arranged in 
the order of current appropriation acts and are so printed in the 
trustees' report, pages 7-8. The section of the District appropriation 
bill covering the library is a result of gradual accretions. It does 
not, therefore, represent the most organic arrangement nor is it 
always worded in the best descriptive terminology. As a matter of 
record as well as in the hope of ultimate substitution for the present 
legislation, the estimates rearranged in logical order by subdivisions 
of service are set forth as follows : 



Estimates (arranged in logical order). 



Appropri- 
ation, 
1911-12. 



Estimates, 
1912-13. 



SALARIES OP EMPLOYEES. 

Administration: 

Librarian 

Assistant librarian 

Librarian's secretary 

Stenographer and typewriter 

Two stenographers and typewriters 

Copyist 

Messenger 



S3.50i 

1,500 

900 

720 



15.000 
1,800 
1,000 



480 
480 



1,440 
480 
480 



Total. 



7.580 



10.200 



Order and accessions: 
Chief of di\ision.. 

Assistant 

Assistant 

Assistant 

Page 



720 



480 
860 



1,200 
720 
540 
480 
960 



Total. 



1,560 



s.aoo 



Catalogue, classification, and shelf: 

Chief of division 

Classifier (now called cataloguer). 

Shelf lister 

Cataloguer 

Cataloguer 

Two cataloguers, at $540 each . . . . 

Assistant 

Page 



Total 

Binding: 

Asnstant in charge. 
Collator 

Total 



900 



720 
600 
1,080 
480 
360 

4,140 



480 
480 



1,500 
900 
840 
720 
000 

1.080 
480 
360 

6,480 



720 
480 

1,200 
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EatlnutM (uwDged In lofhsl ontar). 


1811-12. 


W13-1I. 


armilaLtarL bnmche*. Kid KBtlooK j^^y j , 
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•■SHI 

























11,380 










R«r«r.»«: 


'730 
























s.fflo 










tnduitrial: 
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MO 
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Periodfcal.: 
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1.000 

1,000 














600 










i.wo 






















4.400 












1.200 
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i.oeo 
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730 




Two fbaVraom nttpnrinnti. a[ mi each 
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3.700 
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The trustees supported their estimates with a letter (pp. 9-12) 
showing that out of 26 cities having above 200,000 population in 
1910. 20 expended for public libraries more per capita than did 
Washington, and that 15 of these as well as a number of smaller 
cities spent more than the 27 cents per capita required to give this 
library the sum contained in these estimates. Scattered throughout 
this report are numerous reasons for giving this library more ample 
support in order to enable it^ to do the work that it ^ould in this 
community. 

It is believed that the Public Library, which is still but 13 years 
old, has won its place in the affections and esteem of the citizens of 
Washington. If it depended upon the popular will rather than on 
that of Congress it is believed that the present insufficient appro- 
priations would be replaced by financial fmpport more adequate and 
more in keeping with the intelligence of this city, and that the sys- 
tem of branch libraries offered oy Mr. Carne^e nearly nine years 
ago would be promptly accepted, built, occupied, maintained, and 
largely used by eager readers. In this way the public could be as- 
sured of full library facilities and the long-continued discourage- 
ments to the library management resulting from present limitations 
would be replaced by pleasure from the greater service that could be 
rendered and the completer satisfaction of the public. In saying 
this I but record my belief that the local public appreciates and 
cordially supports (as well as it can without votes) its public library. 
For this public support and for the sympathetic support of the 
library trustees I wish, in concluding this report, to express my 
appreciation. 

Kespectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowebman, Librarian. 

The Trustees of the Free Public Library. 



REPORTS OF LIBRARY DEPARTMENTS. 

In advance of the writing of the librarian's annual report, the 
heads of the departments of the library service regularly suomit sta- 
tistical, descriptive statements, covering the work under their imme- 
diate direction. These reports, or certain sections of them follow: 

CIRCULATING DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circulating department, reports 
as follows on the registration, home circulation, open shelves, methods 
employed for improving the quality of the reading, the bureau of 
information, etc. : 

The total oirciilMtlon from the adnlt department for the fiscal year was 423.590 
as apninPt 4,'52.r>r)7 for the previous year, a decrease of 8,967. 

The lar;iest dny's circulation was on February 25. when 3,318 books were 
Issued. The smallest day's circulation was on September 5, when 650 books 
were issued. On \'\ dMys rlu» cirfulation w.ms over 2.0(M>, on 15 days over 2.o<)0. 
and on days over .3.000. Durinp March the adult uonflction circulation did 
not fall below (MiO. On (> days ovit JHHj books of adult uonflction were issued, 
on 11 days over .S(H). jnul on '2l\ days over 7(hx The statistics of holidays show 
a decrease of 748 volumes circulated over the last year. 

BeRinninp with March adult borrowers w^ere permitted to draw out two books 
other than fiction on the green card. A gain of 6,323 adult uonflction (9,678 
adult and Juvenile C4imbine4l) t>ver last year shows the improved character of 
reading. A de(Te:is<» of lo.oOo aduH liction (20.728 adult and Juvenile com- 
bined) has resulttnl in part at least from the existence of numerous commer- 
cial circulating agencies. The duplication of fiction has been to meet the de- 
mand for tlie older titles. With the exception of three titles tlie demand for 
new fiction as shown by tlie reserves did not warrant the purchase of any large 
number of copies. 

The main statistics of circulation are brought together in the following table: 

Statistics of circttlation. 



Total rin'ulatioii. incliidinL' ^^tatio^s. schools. ])lay- i 

proumls. :in«l Ihmiic Iil>r:tri<s 

Cirf'ulatioii: 

( eiitr.il liNrary 

l>i*I»osit stations 

S<rhools. plavtrrouiuls. ami hoint* lH)rarios 

Avrriire 'laily rirctilatioii. oj'iilnil lihriry 

Av^^a^'e monthly <'imilation, inrlu<lintr stations an«l 

s<Miools 

Days opon for <;ir('ulation 



1 

1909-10 

1 


1910-11 

II01.71T 

.042. So9 

21.929 

30.929 

1.745 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


(i03.0tU ' 


1,344 

r>.632 
2.943 




:Afi. 491 
24..S72 


j.ai 


i.7r».3 


is 





50. '205 
311 



fiO. 143 
311 



112 



I 



The record of colle<*ting books retained beyond the allotted time shows the 
most successful and satisfactory work yet accomplished. Credit is dne to the 
efforts of the library guard in collecting books or their equivalents In money 
which were reporte<l liopeless by the messenger. Over 1.000 calls were made. 
The messengers secured (>4<> books, money for 44 lost books, and reported SK) 
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books as hopeless. The library guard collected 149 books and money for 69 
books reported lost. Many of these represented books due in 1909. There 
were 140 bills mailed for hooks rer>orted lost, 105 of which were paid for and 
22 returned. In several instances more than one bill was sent. There are at 
present 08 books In tho mosscnpu' fll<*s. 20 of which were drawn in 1910. 

The number of periodicals circulated the past year remains the same. Har- 
per's continues to lead in popularity. The Atlantic shows an increase in cir- 
culation, while Scribner's shows a decrease 

During the year the deimrtment has sent 1.943 withdrawn books and 000 
magazines to the following institutions: District Workhouse at Occoquan, Freed- 
man's Hospital, fire dop.irtnieut headquarters and 9 engine companies, 2 truck 
companies. Tuberculosis Hospital, and House of Detention. 

The following figures show a portion of the clerical work accomplished: 
Pockets of rebound books marked, r».357; book cards rewritten. 0.963: seven-day 
books transferred to two-week books, lOCJl. The greater part of this work has 
been done as relief work by the pages. Addresses changed, 2.449. 

The list of nonfiction reported out more than four times a month furnished 
the order department each niontli shows results in the smaller numl»er of al- 
ways-out slips. 

The following table shows the number of postals mailed by months : 

Number of postals mailed, July i, 1910, to Jutie SO, 101 1. 



Reserves: 

Fiction 1 

Nonfiction 

Total 

Recom mended books 

Always-out books 

Delinquent notices 

Tot4il 







1910 




Nc 






July. 


• 
Augast. , 

112 
133 


September. 


October. 

121 
448 


>vember. 

145 
250 

395 


December. 


S4 
132 


102 
158 


125 
2S2 


210 


245 


200 




5*.9 


377 


2*2 




10 

4 

943 

1.217 




12 



1,227 




18 

7 

i.7ro 


21 


l.OIO 


iu 

915 


• 8 
1.448 


1.2.'W> 


1.170 


1.814 


i 1,854 



1911 



January. Februart'.' March. April. May. i June. 



Reserves: 

Fiction... 
Nonfiction. 

Total.... 



Recommended books. 

Always-out lH>oks 

Delinquent notices. . . 



Total. 



Total. 



l;Vi 
24h 


1 

151 ' 
305 , 


1 

151 
353 


182 

286 


1 

134 
217 


1 

113 
lt>8 


1.576 
2.9.50 


404 


450 , 


504 ; 


im 


351 


281 


4.526 


24 

8 

1.286 


1 . ltV5 

i.r.40 


■>•) 

mmmm 

1.411 • 


11 

11 

1.477 


25 

11 

1,551 


5 

8 

1.1«7 


182 

94 

14.940 


l.?22 

1 


1,944 


1.W17 


1.938 


1.4t)l 


19.742 



Books of history for the school year were recpiested by (he Western, Central, 
Eastern, and Te<^hnical High Schools. The home circulation of these books 
was 2,39S. In addition to this number, fXX) books were sent semi weekly to the 
four schools for periods of four weeks. These rtMiuests were received by mall 
and telephone. 

The health department continues to send daily reiK)rts of contagious diseases 
and names of books taken from homes by the department. Notices n!iml)ering 
105 were mailed to houses where contagious diseases existtnl. There were 117 
books fumigated and 1 d«'Stroyed by the department. 

The following table of cironlation, flues, etc., cover the central library, 
stations, schools, etc. 
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Circulation hy months and classes, July 1, 1910, to June SO, 1911, central library, 

stations, schools, etc. 



General works 

Philosophy • 

Religion 

Christianity 

Etflesiastical history 

Biography 

History 

Travel 

Social and political science 

Natural sciences 

Useful arts 

Recreative arts 

Fine arts 

Language 

Literature 

Book arts 

Fiction 

Order department 

Total 

Average daily circulation. , 
Per cent fiction 



1910 



July. 



1,848 
284 
186 
222 
43 
624 

1.350 

1,025 
699 
890 

1,198 
345 
848 
3.38 

2.527 

259 

25.890 

15 



1.740 

298 

227 

210 

72 

658 

1,484 

1.138 

888 

1.050 

1,462 

348 

767 

296 

2.627 

412 , 
27,295 i 



38,501 

1.543 

67 



40.962 

1,617 

66 



September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


1,777 


1,919 


2,047 


1,855 


298 


419 


465 


44S 


223 


337 


383 


283 


240 


282 


331 


308 


63 


86 


131 


108 


609 


948 


1,068 


964 


1,627 


2,415 


2.652 


2,ie» 


1.061 


1,483 


1,933 


1.657 


1,135 


1.277 


1,296 


1.14S 


1.184 


1,407 


1,411 


1.193 


1,680 


1.873 


2.158 


1,864 


291 


379 


423 


413 


910 


1.306 


1.379 


1.066 


336 


377 


403 


424 


2,599 


3,054 


3,679 


3.407 


405 


521 


539 


430 


25.368 


26,786 


28,445 


26.617 




12 




23 








39.806 


44,883 


48.855 


44.382 


1.531 


1,726 


1.8T9 


1.775 


63 


59 


«l 


9 



1911 



Januarj'. 



General works 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Christ ianity 

Ecclesiastical history 

Biography 

History 

Travel 

Social and political science. 

Natural sciences 

Useful arts 

Recreative arts 

Fine arts 

Language 

Literaltire 

Book arts 

Fiction 

Order department 



February. 



2,008 


1,928 


524 


534 


323 


381 


354 


358 


117 


153 


1,435 


1,585 


2,047 


2,886 


2,045 


2,050 


1,417 


1,368 


1,516 


1.623 


2,675 


2,499 


496 


611 


1,750 


1,214 


416 


479 


4,113 


4,226 


559 


580 


30,423 


30.861 


10 


4 



March. 



April. 



I 



2,103 

570 

465 

581 

227 

1,624 

3,167 

2,794 

1,511 

1.898 

2,785 

572 

1.480 

625 

4.841 

564 

33.310 

12 



1,882 

497 

376 

402 

133 

1.228 

2,409 

2,389 

1,405 

1,564 

2,353 

488 

1,281 

501 

4,135 

530 

30,219 

9 



Total 

Average daily circulation . 
Per cent fiction 



52.828 

2,031 

57 



53,343 

2,223 

57 



59,129 

2,189 

67 



51.891 

1,996 

58 



ToUL 



May. 



1,813 

404 

324 

378 

93 

1.000 

1,967 

1.839 

1,185 

1,460 

1,887 

489 

1,069 

446 

3,868 

427 

26,445 

3 



June. 



1,818 

449 

270 

450 

72 

913 

1,665 

1,679 

1.025 

1,253 

1.801 

521 

990 

391 

3,142 

4S5 

27,974 

4 



45.216 

1.674 

58 



44.902 

1,727 

62 



23,738 
5.280 
3,788 
4.206 

1,286 
12,676 
26.4S8 
21.0Q3 
14.3S1 
16,456 
24.3U 

5.376 
14,072 

5.122 
42.218 

5.711 

339,^ 

65 



561:88 

60 



Schools 

Playgrounds and home librariw. 
Books for the blind 



34,324 

2.246 
36S 



Total 601, n: 

Monthly statements of fines, etc., July 1, 1910, to June SO, 1911. 

1910 



Julv 



Fines 6237.98 

Duplicate collection 96. 10 

RcsjTvcs 4. 52 

Reissued cards 7. 40 

Books lost and injured 6. 94 

Catalogties .11 

Total 353.06 



6218.04 

87.05 

5.40 

0.70 

6.59 

.17 



323.55 



September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


6228.22 

76.20 

6.20 

8.50 

7.91 

.20 


6284.38 

74.10 

6.80 

12.45 

20.89 

.14 


1820.27 

8a. 50 

7.92 

13.70 

12.90 

.06 


6354.62 

89. U 

&64 

11.15 






327.23 


396.76 


44. M 


470.H 
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Monthly statemenia of fines, etc., July 1, 1910, to June SO, 1911 — Continued- 









1911 












January. 


February! 

$300.22 1 
73.90 1 

9.62 ! 

9.66 1 
32.25 


March. ' 

i 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Total 


Fines 

Daplicate collection 


1306.95 
89.80 
10.62 
12.90 
17.26 


1343.62 ' 

100.50 1 

10.86 ; 

9.60 ! 

19.86 ' 

1 


1374.06 

104.85 

8.34 

6.80 

20.48 


$373.34 

110.40 

5.60 

6.70 

20.66 


$301.74 

110.70 

5.86 

7.90 

25.36 


$3,646.04 
1,101.2S 


Rmnrves 

Reissued cards ^ 

Books lost and injured 

Catalofnies 


88.68 

112.45 

198.38 

.67 






1 ' 








Total 


439.53' 


425.64 


484.44 i 

1 


514.53 


515.70 


451.66 


5,147.47 



REGISTBATION. 

The registrations for the year were: Adult 10,248; Juvenile, 3,3d5; deposit 
stations. 740: a total of 14,380 as against 14,274 during the previous year, or 
115 more registrations. The number of reissues in the adult department viras 
85 i)er cent of the whole. 

The number of men registered in the adult department was 4,763; women, 
6.231 ; or 1,408 more women than men. This shows a gain in registration of 
262 men and 117 women over the previous year. 

The privilege of drawing books on deT)oslts of $5 was granted to 01 strangers, 
80 of whom have withdrawn their deposits. The advantage of the privilege 
card is greatly appreciated by members of clubs, professional men, and by those 
engaged in research work and study. As the privilege has become better known 
its increased use has followed. 

The amount realized from the sale of post-card views of the library building 
was $6.71; $3.88 was spent for flowers at Christmas and Easter holidays and 
$2 was invested in cards, leaving a balance on hand of 83 cents. 

FitfiiisticfU report of rcyistration, July 1, 1910, to Juno SO, 1911. 

Gross registration June 30, 1910 114,440 

Total number of cards in force June 30, 1910 51, 204 

Registration : 

Main Library 13, 643 

Deposit stations 746 

Total 14, 38» 

Teachers* cards issued 603 

Privilege cards issued 08 

Deductions : 

Expired to date 15,057 

Left town 76 

DiH-ensed 27 

Canceled 

Total m, 109 

Net decrease In registration 7S0 

Gross registration June 30, 1911 128,829 

Total number of cards in force June 30, 1011 50,424 

Average registration iwr day 46 

Lost cards: 

Duplicates made 1, 144 

Amount realized $114. 40 

OPEN SHKLVES. 



The removal of the Library of Congress catalogue to the stacks gave more 
space in the lobby for shelving. Books of description and travel on North 

17047—11 3 



84 



BEPOBT OF BOARD OP TRUSTEES PUBLIC LJBRABY. 



and South America, Japan, China, India, and England have occupied space 
during the year. The circulation of books of foreign literature shows a large 
increase. The following figures give the circulation: Ftench, 5,996; (Jerman, 
5.225 ; Spanish. 1,734 ; Italian, 1,166 ; Russian, 438. Frequent calls have l>eeQ 
received for books in Yiddish and a few requests for Bohemian, Japanese, 
modern Greek, and Scandinavian. The elementary books in French, Spanish, 
and German were removed from the children's room and placed with the 
adult books. 

The special collections showed the following circulations: Drama, 2,492; 
missions, 313; Lenten books, 125; Mexico, 49: sports, 180. In the open-shelf 
room were displayed the books on history; 400 volumes of poetry with a cir- 
culation of 1,188: Portugal, 30; Tolstoi, 267: George Washington, 109. The 
time during which the special collections (exclusive of drama and poetry) 
were displayed varied from one to two months. 

The demand for selected books of recent additions, covering all subjects 
and placed on a case in the lobby, has grown to such an extent that it has beea 
found necessary to fill the case each day, placing on it books published during 
the last two years. 

The circulation of the classes on open shelves follows : 



Travel 

History 

Foreign literature. 
Special collections 



190»-10 


1910-11 


11,590 
8,917 
8,306 
4,875 


11,245 

16,219 

15,514 

5,630 



Increase. 



>346 

7,302 

7,200 

664 



Percent 



13 
» 



1 Decrease. 
METHODS FOB IMPBOVINO QUALITY OF BEADINO. 

The open-shelf room has had supervision, with a few exceptions, all hours 
the library was open for nine months. Fewer lists were compiled the past 
year. More attention was given to the record kept of books not found on the 
shelves when requested. A list of these books most in demand was furnished 
the order department each month for inimedlnte purchase. In order still further 
to reduce this list, the shelf list is being checked with a standard number of 
copies of each book Judged necessary to meet the demand. This has been done 
to serve notice automatically when the stock drops below the required number, 
and thus to secure the more frequent prompt replacement of books worn ont 
or lost. 

One hour each week is given the assistants to read the reviews of current 
books. In addition to this, each assistant was asked to read books of fiction 
in order to furnish subject headings for the subject catalogues. By this means 
titles of the newer books are constantly being added. 

Much Is to be desired in the concentration of work with the older boys and 
girls. This difficulty will not be met until It Is possible to place the work in the 
hands of one or two assistants whose familiarity with the contents of the books 
will enable them to choose skillfully with reference to age, and to show int««t 
in each boy and girl through personal acquaintance. 

INFORMATION DESK. 



At the beginning of the year this branch of the work was placed 
under the circulation department with regularly assigned assistants. 
A daily record has been kept of the most important questions and 
work accomplished, a synopsis of which follows : 

The questions asked have represented a large variety of topics presented to 
the assistant in many ways. Where the ludividuaTs own knowledge Is vagne 
considerable searching has been required. Material has been collected for de- 
bates and papers on English and American history, woman suffrage, natural 
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resources of Cfllifornia. ancient buried cities and causes of their burial, organs 
of great cathedrals, changes in religion, representative masters of Italian and 
Spanish art, histories of various countries and periods, etc. 

Lists have been compiled on request of interesting biographies, best books 
on Georjro Wnshinjclon, cookbooks. Halloween. At the request of the Daugh- 
ters of the Confederacy a comprehensive list on the South in literature was 
compiled by one of the assistants. 

It is difficult to determine at what time during the day the most effective 
work is accomplished. The aid given during the morning hours may appear 
more satisfactory as more time may then be given to collect the best materiaL 
Only a hurried search, often only a suggestion, is possible during certain of the 
afternoon and evening hours. 

The method suggested by the library and approved by the high schools, of 
writing or telephoning twice a week for lists of books to be used as textbooks 
or supplemental reading, has nided to decrease the rush for certain textbooks 
the supply of which h«8 never been equal to the demand. These books are 
delivered twice a week by motor cycle. To simplify the work with pupils dur- 
ing the afternoon hours an effort will be made to have on file at the desk short 
lists of the best authorities on subjects in demand by pupil and teacher. 

As club work among women in the District is on the increase, the demands 
made upon the assistant are also multiplying. This affords an opportunity for 
the person at the desk to be of assistance in recommending and compiling lists 
on the various subjects for preparatory home study and reading and to help 
in many ways except the actual preparation of the paper, much desired by 
Borne, 

The list of civil-service examinations posted on the bulletin board has been 
in constant use. The variety of the examinations has created a demand for 
books bearing upon the work of the numerous positions to be filled. An un- 
usually large number of persons have become borrowers this year for this par- 
ticular object, the applications showing that the Census Bureau has furnished 
the majority. The remainder, with few exceptions, are already Government 
employees seeking to better their positions. 

Another result of this work has been that many parents feel they are be- 
coming personally acquainted and send their children with verbal or written 
requests, more often relying upon the Judgment of the assistant 

DEPOSIT STATIONS. 

The work of the deposit stations, conducted by volunteers, is 
supervised by Miss Grace B. Finney, chief of the circulation depart- 
ment, who reports on them as follows : 

The deposit stations show a decrease of 1^19 over the previous year. The 
three Sunday-school libraries were discontinued. The circulation of 1,724 from 
these outside agencies in 1909-10 added to the stations makes a total decrease 
of 2,943. Six stations show an Increase of 2,298, while two show a decrease 

of 3,517. 

The plan of transferring books each week by means of the motor cycle has 
aided in more frequent clianges and in keeping the books In better repair. The 
number of books sent to the stations was 1,176; returned from the stations 
for reblndlng or because not popular, 592. These figures do not Include 192 
books worn out. A loss of 85 books Is reported. These represent books in cir- 
culation for several years, where persons have moved and have not been 
traced. The most appreciated collection sent consisted of 179 picture books for 
rery young children for use In the reading rooms. 

Strauss Sunday school raised funds for a library of its own. An Inventory 
of the books at the Sunday school of the Church of the Good Shepherd re- 
vealed the fact that no l)ooks had been Issued during the year. A number of 
books sent to the colored social settlement aided the circulation. This branch 
shows the borrowers to be mostly Juvenile, with a small circulation of adult 

books. 

The record of one home library of 21 books for working men shows the 
books most read to have been of a high standard. 
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The apprentice class supplied volunteer workers to several stations. One 
apprentice was sent regularly to Neighborhood House during the winter months. 
The following table gives the circulation, including gains and losses : 

Circulation of deposit stations. 



Neighborhood House 
Geor^otown station. . 

Social Settlcmont 

Noel House 

Roscdale station 

Y M.C. A 

Y. W.C. A 

Friendship Hoiwe. . . 

Total 



Adult. 



1909-10 



1910-11 



379 

3«7 

418 

8:30 

1,201 

9.631 

41 

451 



13. 378 



600 
4S0 
3Cf 
418 
697 
10.942 
91 
670 



14,263 



Juvenile. 



1909-10 1910-11 



1.089 
754 
1.633 
1,485 
3,479 
602 



928 



1.218 

822 

1,654 

1,693 
67? 



977 



9 770 



7,666 



Total. 






. 


Gain. 


Loss. 


1909-10 1910-11 






1.468 


1.818 


360 




1.121 


1.302 


181 




l.a51 


2.019 


68 




2.315 


I 148 




i.io? 


4.740 


2,390 




2.350 


10.133 


11.614 


i,3^i 




41 


91 


60 




1.379 


1.647 


268 




23, 148 


21.929 




1.C19 



Open. 



37i 
1S8 
16S 
156 
13G.S 
<305 
130 



I nays. 



» Days, 2 hours each. 



Most of the volunteer librarians submitted reports, extracts from 
which follow: 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE STATION. 

Miss Chara M. Schott, a member of the past year's apprentice class 
and for several months in the employ of the library, has also been 
the volunteer librarian of the Neignborhood House station. She has 
been assisted much of the time by Miss Philena A. Dickey, also a 
member of the past year's apprentice class and now in the employ of 
the library. Miss Schott reports as follows: 

Neighborhood House station circulated 1,818 books and registered 75 bor- 
rowers in the year Just ended; 600 adult books were circulated and 1.218 jure- 
nile. This marks an increase of 350 In the number of books issued and 13 in 
the number of borrowers over the figures of last year. The station was open 
for circulation once a week, on Monday evening, from 7.30 to 9. 

The traveling library books were changed twice during the year with very 
good results. I recommend a change of practically all tlie books now in the 
station, except a few of the more attractive juvenile classics. The shelviug 
space is limited and the same books have been read again and again. The 
classic fiction has not circulated as it should. The reason for this is in part 
due to the print, which in many cases is poor, and to unattractive bindings. 

There has been much demand for books on American history and historical 
novels. The boys have been asking for books on technical subjects, and the 
girls want fairy stories. We have been able to supply a few historical books, 
but no technical books at all, and all our fairy books have to be returned for 
rebinding. The clubs of the house made good use of the books in preparing 
for their spring festival. 



GEORGETOWN STATION. 



Miss JIary I). Wi^jhtman, vohinteer librarian, reports as follows: 

The Georgetown station was opened on Tuesday evenings from November until 
June, when it was closed owing to rei)airs on the buildings. During the winter 
we noticed an increase in attendance and circulation over the previous year, 
the circulation being l,;i02 books in seven months, as compared with 1,121 books 
in nine months of last year. Our increased attendance was principaliy among 
the boys, many of the Boy Scouts of the neighborhood coming to get books 
helpful in their games. 
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We were unfortunate in losing the assistance of Miss Alice Lerch in January, 
when she left Washington. Her place has been supplied by regular workers 
at Peck Chnpel. We have no new features to report, but have a good prospect 
for further usefulness when we open In the fall. 

COLORED SOCIAL SETTLEMENT STATION. 

Mr. Thomas Hiingerford, volunteer librarian of the Colored Social 
Settlement station, reports as follows : 

The year Just ended has been one of the most successful in the history of 
the settlement library. We feel very grateful to the central library for the 
generous Kupi)ly of new books that we received. Books missing are, fiction, 12, 
and nonflction, 5. 

ROSEDALE STATION. 

Miss Katherine M. Johnson, of the central library cataloguing 
force, reports as follows as volunteer librarian of the Rosedale station: 

At the close of its fifth year Rosedale station continues to be a factor of 
value in the life of the community. The past year has seemed uneventful, yet 
It has brought its usual opportunities of work. The school children have found 
help for their studies; whole families have been supplied with good books, and 
a reading room has been open for anyone who wishes to come. This station is 
too far from the library for many of our readers to go there. A number of them 
have been with us from the beginning. 

An interesting feature of the year's work has been the circulation of adult 
fiction. We have a few small ** traveling libraries " who dispense literature to 
the neighborhood. Thus, a few weeks ago. two sisters carried 14 books to sev- 
eral families. They exhausted our stock of adult books long ago. Miss Vickers 
has made the supplying of their demands a feature of her work and has brought 
out quantities of adult fiction and some good nonflction from the main library. 

It has been a pleasure, also, to distribute magazines at the library openinga 
These are sent to the settlement by good friends. They disappear with haste. 
**Are there any magazines to-night?" is a familiar query. 

The crying need of a smaU station like this is for some means of constant 
change of books. What has been done with adult fiction this winter should be 
done with the whole stock. Each week should find a few new books on the 
shelves. There is. for instance, a demand for supplementary reading on school 
subjects that could be well met in this way. 

The work of the library openings has been done by Miss Vickers of the main 
library staff. Miss Worthlngton of Rosedale Settlement, and the librarian. 
The station has been open twice a week. 

YOUXG men's CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION STATION. 

Mr. Ralph McN. Dunbar, who has from the beginnin/2: of this ven- 
ture been the paid librarian of the Youn^ Men's Christian Associa- 
tion. Import? as follows on the excellent and constantly enlarging work 
of that station: 

This, the fourth year of service rendered by the station, was a successful one 
In several ways. Although still below the state of equipment and efficiency 
which it is hoped this station will ultimately have, an encouraging increase was 
made, nevertheless, as may be observed from the following statistics: 

Circulation: 

Fiction 7,422 

Nonliction. 3,520 

Juvenile . 572 

Total 11,. 514 

Ileading-rnom use 2, 022 

Total library use 13,5.30 

Registration 343 
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Moneys collected : 

Fines |(93.66 

Duplicates (50.65 

Reserves .30 

I^st cards . 75 

Lost books .iiO 

Total 155.86 

It should be noted, however, th;it In addition to the merely numerical in- 
crease of about 14 i)er cent in circulation figures, a decided increase was 
attained in the growth of the station as an educational aid both for association 
members and for persons residing or employed in this vicinity. 

One factor in bringing this condition about was the greatly improved service 
that the station was enabled to render patrons through the transfer of requested 
books by messenger from the main library, especially since the number of 
deliveries per week has been increased. This feature has proved very useful 
to persons who live in the suburbs and who are employed in the Govemm«it 
departments near the association building. Of still greater value has it been 
to students who are working during the day and attending some of the local 
colleges at night. A trip to the main library would mean a further shortening 
of their already busy day. The requests coming in through this channel were 
about 99 per cent nonfiction. 

Another factor to increase the actual usefulness of the station was the allow- 
ance made for the direct purchase of books permanently needed, the selection 
being made from a list of calls kept by the station librarian. The Eclectic 
Library Catalogue, also purchased from this fund, has made available for 
patrons the vast amount of material in the magazines given to the station by 
the department of education in the Young Men's Christian Association. In 
this way the branch has met the long-felt need for information on current 
problems and topics, a demand which could not be filled heretofore with the 
limited equipment. 

For the coming yetir it is planned to continue the policy of the year just 
closed, particularly that of improving the library facilities and of advertising 
more widely the advantages of the station. It is intended also to encourage 
the donations of books to the station. A number of important contributions 
were obtained in this manner during the past year. Particular mention Is made 
of the Bible and missions reference alcove contributed by the religious depart- 
ment of the association. With these plans carried out it is hoped that the 
station will hold its own, keep up the gains made in tlie preceding years, and 
be more active than ever in making the branch system of the Public Library 
a reality. 

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE STATION. 

Mrs. Margaret Tyacke Hobbs, volunteer librarian, reports as fol- 
lows on the work of the Friendship House station : 

Although the report of the year is to some degree encouraging, it is not at 
all satisfactory, since we feol that, with more time or more workers at our 
disi>osal, so much more might be done by our branch in this section of the city. 

The station has been oi)en for the distribution of books on Wednesday even- 
ing and Saturday aftornoon of each week, and has increased its circulation to 
l,f>47 volumes, 26S more than last year, an Increase due almost entirely to the 
greater number of adults using the library. The books are accessible to the 
public whenever the house is open, but no record has been kept of the books 
so used. 

We are much Indebted to Miss Edith Cash, a student at George Washington 
University, for very faithful and efficient help on Saturday afternoons. 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

■ 

Miss Grace E. Babbitt, reference librarian, reports as follows on 
the work of the reference department : 

The work with the schools has made a distinct advance through cooperatloii 
with the librarians of the difiterent high schools, who are using the reaources of 
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the library to supplement their own collections. The reference department is of 
greatest assistance to the pupils taking part In debates during the school year. 
Frequently the best material for these debates is to be found In periodicals, and 
the library possesses all the important magazines, both current and in bound 
form for practical work. The large collection of bibliographies on a great 
variety of subjects is also freely at the disiwsal of pupils. It is often drawn 
uiHjn, and the reference staff is always glad to make up lists on any subjects 
wh'm HMiiiej' ed. The reference books proper are also used by the high school 
pupils, 8onie of whom become familiar with the most useful ones and continue 
to come to the room after their school days are over. 

The school children are required to prepare essays and debates on local sub- 
jects, material for which can not be found in books. The demand is met by the 
" Washlngtoniana " collection of clippings from newspai>ers and magazines. 
These clippings have also proved invaluable to searchers for early local history. 

The '* travel literature *' placed in racks in the room was larger and more 
interesting than ever before. The steamship companies sent beautiful folders. 
These included coast-wise lines, lake and river routes, the great trans-Atlantic, 
Chinese, and Japanese lines. Duplicates are given away on request. 

For several years the Library of Congress has lent the library copies of di- 
rectories of the diflFerent cities. This year, through the system of transfers 
from the national library, the list has been greatly augmented and there are now 
on the shelves directories for 1910 of 70 of the principal cities of the United 
States. Calls are frequently received over the telephone for out-of-town ad- 
dresses and the use of the directories in the room is also considerable. 

The Sunday use of the room continues to be large. Readers come for long 
hours of reading and study who are not seen on week days. Saturday after- 
noons in midsummer are also very busy, and an amount of real work is done 
then which is surprising in view of the extreme heat. That this is the only 
library in town open on Saturday afternoons in July, August, and September is 
plainly evidenced. The proportion of men using the department, as mentioned in 
last year's report, continues to be large. 

An increasing number of calls come from the diflFerent Government depart- 
ments, notably the Bureau of Education, Department of Justice, and the Census 
Office. Requests for pictures and maps of places devastated by fire and other 
calamities come from the newspapers and sometimes can be met only in the 
reference room. 

Books from the catalogue and order departments are frequently brought into 
the reference room on request or to answer questions, as the Publisher's 
Weekly, lYade List Annual, or the Peabody and London Library Catalogues. 

The Geological Survey maps that are In a case in the room have been much 
used. One reader said it was the only set in the city that could be consulted 
after 4.30 p. m. 

For two or three years past books on the early history of Maryland have been 
reserved in the room during March and April. These are for parochial school 
pupils of various grades who are competing for prizes for essays offered by 
Cardinal Gibbons. 

The department has continued its practice of reserving librettos of operas 
and books of plays before and during noteworthy performances. The books giv- 
ing stories and criticisms of operas and the musical dictionaries were also much 
useil. During Mine. Hernhardt's season here the plays in her rei>ertoire, both in 
French and in translations, were in great demand. 

The bibliography collection has been strengthened by receiving multigraphed 
copies of the latest work in this field of the Library of Congress. These are 
especially valuable because they are the most recent information obtainable. 
On the educational side it has received important manuscript bibliographies 
from the Bureau of Education. The reference librarian was allowed to look 
through the files of bibliography and select such as would be useful in the de- 
partment The privilege is also granted of going over the current work, month 
by month, and making such further selections as may be desirable. 

The following are among the lists furnished by request to school teachers or 
club workers: I*ractical esthetics, American art, Hallowe'en, Oi>en-air schools, 
Missions from the missionary's i)oint of view. Whipping i)ost, Alaska, Coeduca- 
tion, Reciprocity with Canada, Fortification of the Panama Canal. 

During the early winter a reading list was prepared on the leading artists 
represented in the biennial exhibit of contemiwrary American art at the Cor- 
coran Gallery of Art This proved to be one of the most popular lists ever 
issued by the reference room. 
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There were 1,566 magazines circulated from the room. Since January the 
count of different classes has k>een kept and for six months it reads : Frencli, 161 ; 
educational, 21 ; fine arts, 26. 

The following table shows the number of boolcs brought to the room for use 
there, including a separate count for Sundays, giving also the attendance of 
readers on Sundays : 



July 

August 

September. 
October . . . 
November. 
December. 



January . . 
February. 

March 

April 

May 

June 



Months. 



1910. 



Books, all 
days. 



1911. 



1,146 
1.219 
l,(i70 I 
2, .156 
2.454 
2.210 



Total. 



2,743 


2.497 


3,057 


2,410 


2.0^8 


htm 


25.521 



Sundays uuly. 



Books. 



110 
143 
186 
2G5 
242 
130 



193 
272 
254 
251 
152 
147 



2,345 



Readers. 



580 
591 
715 
1.073 
793 
534 



7K 
7fi7 
745 
967 
523 
527 



8.610 



INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Until he left the service of this library, Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, 
assistant librarian, was also in charge of the industrial department 
Since then Mr. Carlos C. Houghton has been promoted to be chief 
of this department. His report follows: 

The past year has been the most successful one in the experlefnce of the 
industrial department. The aims and methods of the previous years have been 
followed with an increase of work and of satisfactory service to the public. 

Special effort has been made to be of practical use to working and business 
men. By substantially strengthening the collection along these Hnes (1,450 
books were added to the department during the year) and by legitimate adver- 
tising, the library is fast becoming a place of resort for these classes when per- 
plexed by their various problems. The success with which these demands were 
met, together with the Increasing confidence these men are showing in the li- 
bra ly, promises well for the work which may be done with them in the future. 

The work with the older boys has not been allowed to suffer on account of 
the new work undertaken. These boys are now showing so much interest In the 
department that to ignore them would be unwise. Their live interest has kept 
the books on such subjects as electricity, wireless telegraphy, woodwork, aero- 
nautics, and amateur works in general in great demand. Lists of books of 
interest to them have appeared in local papers from time to time. The anno- 
tated bibliograpliy of ** Practical books for practical boys," compiled by this 
library and issued by Hamnmcher & SchJemmer Co., of New York, is used and 
appreciated by them. 

The reference work of the room has also been increasing very rapidly and 
has become more specialized tliau ever. The card catalogue of the room has 
been a v<»ry jrreat factor in increasing the speed and efficiency of the reference 
work. Hy a newly begun system niiich miscellaneous and other uncatalogued 
material, hitherto useless, has been brought before the public. Special multi- 
graphed forms are put in use when a reader is not entirely satisfied that his 
query has been satisfactorily answered. Si>ecial attention is given these ques- 
tions and when other material or the needed information is found the person 
is notified by mail. A number of other nietliods have been put into use, with the 
result that the reference work is becoming more and more satisfactory to the 
library and profitable to the public. 

At all times the demands of readers have been noted, so that subjects on which 
there was insuflicieut literature might be filled out properly. The book selec- 
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tlon has been made as carefully as was possible with the time available. The 
transfer of duplicate books from the Library of Congress has given the depart- 
ment an opportunity to meet practically every request for books, for with our 
reserve system and the large number of recent books it is but rarely that the 
desired book can not be supplied. 

The time spent in compiling lists and in other publicity work proved to be so 
profitably occupied that it is hoped that enough time will be available to con- 
duct a more thorough advertising campaign the coming year. A list of ** Books 
for home builders — ^planning, decorating, furnishing," was issued by the Sher- 
win-Williams Co., of Cleveland. This list and the list ** Practical books for 
practical boys " were compiled by this library and the printing of 40,000 copies 
of eaich list was undertaken by the two conijianies mentioned, for the sake of 
advertising on the last two pages. The cover imprint was changed for each 
of about 25 large libraries, which have distributed the lists in their respective 
cities. The house-plan list was distributed by several local furniture stores, 
while a local sporting-goods store is helping to distribute and bring the " prac- 
tical boys' " list to the attention of the boys. 

The September bulletin of the library, containing a long list of farm and 
garden books, was mailed with nuiltigraphed letters to addresses of 1,500 per- 
sons interested in the subjects. During the early part of April a list on garden- 
ing appeared in the Evening Star. It brought good results, as did the list of 
books on garden making and seed planting which was multlgraphed about the 
same time and distributed by local merchants selling garden seeds. Multi- 
graphed lists on business, aeronautics, plumbing, and pure milk were issued. 
The Mc(»raw-nill Co. furnished copies of a list of 1910 engineering books for 
distribution, and the Macmillan Co. furnished copies of a list of books in the 
rural-science series. Lists on the following subjects have appeared in either the 
Evening Star, Washington Times, or the Trades Unionist: Painting and var- 
nishing, ix)ultry, plumbing, gardening, carpentering, and various other trades: 

The statistics are as follows : 

Circulation of bookSj by months. 



Months. 



190»-10 I 1910-11 



July 1,429 

August 1,511 

September i 1,635 

Octol)er 1,949 

November 2, 099 

December 1 , 91 8 

January 2,658 

February 2.711 

March i 2,816 

AprU 2,538 

May 2,108 

June 1,913 

Total ; 25,285 



1,602 
1,949 
2,162 
2.655 
2,777 
2.448 
3.043 
3.219 
3,572 
3.061 
2.473 
2.436 



Increase. 



173 
438 
627 
706 
678 
530 
385 
508 
756 
523 
365 
523 



Rate. 



31,397 6,112 



Percent. 
11 
29 
32 
36 
32 
28 
14 
19 
27 
21 
17 
27 

24 



Circulation of hooka and magazines, by class. 



Classes. 



Commerce 

Pure Science 

Apnlied Science. 
Meuicine 



► Useful Arts. 



Shipbuilding 1.. . 
Arcnitecture.etc. 
Short hand, etc... 



BooIes. 



Magazines. 



1,774 

5.957 

943 



Total 25, 285 



Total. 



190^10 1910-11 > 1009-10 1910-11 190^10 1910-11 



2.520 
6.152 
1.091 



3,707 


6.283 


3.218 


4.314 


3.691 


3,630 


281 , 


77 


4.509 


5.531 


l,2(y5 


1.799 



31,397 



I. 



892 
252 



113 
1,299 
1,579 
1.000 

198 
2,655 

581 



891 
328 



I 



274 
2.283 
1,786 

937 

118 
3.018 

653 



2.666 

6,209 

943 

113 

5,006 

4.797 

4,691 

479 

7,164 

1.786 



8.569 10,288 : 33,854 



3,411 
6,480 
1,091 

274 
8,566 
6,100 
4,567 

195 
8,549 
2,462 



41,685 



1 Books in this class changed to S, January, 1911. 
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The sum of $24.15 was collected in fines. The trade catalogues received and 
classified numbered 308. 

The department now contains over 7,400 books; 1.450 of these were added 
during the jear and 1,890 since January, 1910. The current magazines now 
on file in the room number 241. 

The attendance on Sundays increased from 3,844 to 4,105, or 7 per cent. 

children's department and work WITH SCHOOLS. 

The following report of the children's department, including home 
libraries and similar agencies, was made by Miss Clara W. Herbert, 
children's librarian. The report on school work was made by Miss 
Georgette Ross, supervisor of work with schools. 

The most marlced characteristic of the year has been the constantly growing 
demand for extension work and the expansion of the activities of the depart- 
ment to meet the need. 

The children's room at the main library has about reached its maximum use 
with a registration of 10,000 children and a circulation of 119,269 volumes, an 
increase over last year of 3,358. The gain here has been and will be in the 
line of better service. During the past year a marked improvement was made 
in reference work, in a more adequate and carefully selected book supply, in 
story hours and book lists, as aids in directing the tastes of the clilldreQ« and 
in the advice given to parents, teachers, and Sunday-school workers in the 
choice of children's books. 

That there has been no larger numerical gain does not indicate that there If 
any lack of children (the Thirteenth Census gives the number of children from 
5 to 17 years of age as 65,800), or that these children are not eager for books. 
The quick and intelligent resi>onse among those who are provided with books 
is entirely satisfactory, but the matter of distance from the homes to the 
library makes it Impossible for 65,000 children to avail themselves of the 
privileges of the library. In cities having branch libraries, the radius covered 
by each branch is but one half mile, whereas here we expect children to come 5. 
It is not strange that more are not registered library users; the surprising 
thing Is that 10.000 are. 

The children's department Is forced by this matter of distance to develop 
beyond the room In the central building and to provide distributing points in 
the various sections of the city whore children can come with safety and ease. 
We believe our best chance of making this extension work effective and the 
library's contribution to the general welfare of Washington children intelligent 
and helpful Is to cooperate as closely as iwssible with other organizations 
working for children. 

It will be observed, therefore, that the work with scht)ol8 has increased 
both quantitatively through the Increase of books in the school duplicate 
collection, and qualitatively through the Interest and efficiency of a highly 
trained supervisor, whose detailed report follows. Also, a new division ha« 
been formed In collaboration with the Associated Charities — that of home 

libraries. 

A playground librarian has been recruited from the staff of the children 8 
room and small libraries are being administered on two of the municipal 
grounds with one more to be addeni, as well as live on school grounds, during 
the coming season. 

Added to these divisions orpmlzed with regard to book collections, super- 
vision, and administration, there have been other exi)eriment8 in extension 
work, such as supplying books to a vacation home for working girls and to 
parents' and teachers' organizations on the subjects of their discussionB, bat 
most notably that at Tenleytowu, the outcome of which is to be a station 
opened in the school building once a week during the vacation. 

Through the generosity of Mrs. Louis W. Austin, $10 was given to engage a 
conveyance for a house-to-house delivery of books. Three trips were made, 
offering an unexceptional opi)ortunlty for becoming acquainted with parents, 
home conditions, tastes and needs of grown people and children. The appre- 
ciation of the people visited was expressed in a constantly enlarghig drcnlation. 
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in flowers which were offered the children's librarian at almost every door, and 
In the words of one mother who said : " I think It Is perfect to be able to get 
books from a library, but to have books brought to your door seems too won- 
derful for words." The exi>erlence was rich in 'examples of courage, cheerful- 
ness, i)ower of appreciation, and courtesy, where the conditions of living did not 
seem favorable to the development of such characteristics. The value of this 
method of reaching a community lies in the opportunity to provide for the 
grown i)eople whom It is hard to reach and in the chance of cooperating with 
the i)arent in the interest of the child. 

With even a large number of branch libraries, the District Includes many 
sections of scattered [population where this method will offer the most success- 
ful means of reaching the community. It is to be hoi)ed, therefore, that at no 
very remote date the library may have a motor wagon by which such work 
would be undertaken. 

In the administration of the department, two measures were found most 
helpful : 

1. The report called for in October by the librarian covering the weak points, 
methods, and opportunities of each department, offered tests for determining 
the efficiency of the administration. 

2. A close scrutiny was made of the work of each member of the staff as to 
the methods employed and the time consumed. 

By this test we were convinced that no larger work could be carried advan- 
tageously by the present number of assistants and that there must be a sub- 
stantial increase in the staff if we are to meet the growing opportunities of the 
work. 

Children's librarian for central children's room. — The central children's room 
should be put In charge of a trained children's librarian. The room requires 
a person who can give it undivided attention which the head of the department 
is no longer able to do, owing to the growing amount of supervisory work. 
Such a person will be able to develop the room to Its fullest extent through 
close supervision of the children, club work, and story hours and will be able to 
make the room and its book collection the model for the locality. The child- 
ren's room staff is further weakened by the transfer of one of its strongest 
members to the playground work in the summer and possibly to the school 
work In the winter. The circulation of the school duplicates Involves so mu(^ 
detail that It is desirable to provide an assistant that the supervisor may be 
more free for personal work with teachers and pupils. 

Pages. — The page In the children's room Is messenger, delivering and collect- 
ing by motor cycle school duplicate books to the Interior schools, books to high 
schools, home libraries, stations, etc. This work requires about his entire 
time and renders another page in the children's room desirable. 

We need a wagon to transiwrt the books from the main library to the differ- 
ent distributing iwlnts. The motor cycle Is not adequate to the amount of deliv- 
ering now done and Is unsatisfactory In stormy weather and over i)oor roada 

The children's department takes pleasure at the end of the year In expressing 
its gratitude to the National Plant, Flower, and Fruit Guild for frequent gifts 
of flowers; to Mrs. Austin and Miss Helen Walsh for their interest in the 
Tenleytown undertaking, to the secretary and directors of the playgrounds, and 
to the officers and volunteers of the Associated Charities. 

HOME LIBRARIES. 

In a small handbook published last fall descriptive of the work of the Public 
Library with the children of Washington, a desire was expressed to cooperate 
with other organizations working for children. This resulted In the operation 
of home libraries jointly with the Associated Charities. This organization 
locates the family In which It Is desirable to place a box of books and the 
friendly visitor of the family becomes the librarian. 

The library supplies the books, which are selected by the visitor and the 
children's librarian, who base the collection as closely In line with the needs 
and tastes of the family as possible. The books are exchanged from time to 
time. 

The friendly visitors are thoughtful social workers with more or less train- 
ing and are sui)ervlsed by the district agents of the association. 

The books used this winter were soiled ones previously withdrawn from the 
children's room. Their use and the care taken of them justify us in ordering 
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for another year a collection of new books. Thl8 collection will include chiefly 
picture books, stories for children and for grown people, books on household 
management, carpentry, cooking, sewing, and some delightful and inspiring 
biographies. 

There were 18 groups, of which 7 were colored, 3 of which were conducted by 
colored visitors. It is interesting to note that the best circulation figures were 
received from one of these groups. Very good work also was done by the 
visitors in story telling and reading aloud. In one group Morrison^s "Songs 
and rhymes for the little ones" was read at each meeting to the children's 
great delight, and in another Lindsay's " Mother stories " proved very popular. 
It is hoi)ed that another j^ear will see a larger development of this work among 
the children who need the help of an understanding friend to get the greatest 
good from the books. 

Four of the groups were neighborhood affairs, the rest being limited to the 
family. We believe it wiser ordinarily to start in the family and to have It 
grow at their suggestion rather than to force ours. 

Delivery and collection were made by motor cycle. The distances and the 
hilly and poor roads occasioned continual difficulties (one group for this reason 
was never supplied), further demonstrating the need of a motor wagon. 

The circulation of the books indicates but slightly the value of the work. 
The refreshment brought to the tired mother after a hard day's work from the 
reading of Swiss Family Robinson (she always had wanted to read that bo4)k), 
the placing of an Interesting story Into the hands of a father who stayed home 
to read It Instead of going to the saloon for the evening, the learning to read 
of an invalid child are results which can not be estimated In figures. Moreover, 
the taste of the readers showed considerable Improvement during the winter, 
and will doubtless be further stimulated and aided by the more suitable collec- 
tion of books another year. 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

The work with the schools during the l>ast year shows encouraging progress 
A file of appreciative letters testifies to the usefulness of the school duplicate 
collection (the circulntion of which shows an increase of 2,751 over last year's 
figures), niul the 700 registrations resulting from classroom visits, together with 
the teachers' cordial welcome accorded the library visitor, evidence the Justlfl- 
cation of school visiting. 

A monthly story honr held in the library lecture hall, to which children from 
certain schools were invited, has proved a successful innovation. It Is hoi)ed 
that the work may bo further developed. A talk was given In March at the 
Washington Club on the " Public Library and the children of Washington," and 
the story hours wore held in Georgetown and at Neighborhood House for the 
children Of those seclicms r>f the city. The children's librarian and the sui>er- 
visor of school work addressed several mothers* and parents' associations on 
the •* Value of story telling." 

The cdiicatioiijil bulletin continues to be a conncH^ting link l)etween the 
library and the schools, and is issued monthly during the school year. This 
year the bulletin was shortened to one page, and special numbers, such as high- 
school and ^raded-school numbers, were compileil. 

'Hw lists for distribution in the scIkjoIs from ^'rades .'{ to S were revised, and 
so attractive did the printed forma prove that a rei)rint was necessary In 
January. A vacation rea<iing list, prepared esi>ecially for pupils graduating 
from the (Mghth grades, was compiled by members of the staff, with the much- 
aj)preciated assistance of Miss Synions. head of the English department of the 
Washington high schools. Miss Hendley, snijervising principal, sixth division, 
and Miss Davis, prin<-iiial of the Emery School. 

The technical end of the distribution of books, charging, etc., is being gradu- 
ally siniplilied and systematized, and a step forward has been taken this year 
In the employment <^f a local transfer C(mii)any for the delivery and collection 
of books to and frcun the suburban schools. The nniltlgraphing of duplicate 
book cards has resulted In the saving of an inniiense amount of time. 

An etitort (which has resulted, however, in only a mere beginning) to quicken 
the work of the lil)rary with i)ni)ils of the various high schools has been made 
during the past year in the following ways: 

1. Visits made to the principals and high-school librarians, telling them of a 
delivery (by motor cycle) twice a week to all high-school libraries, and asking 
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that all demands for books from teachers should be made through high-school 
librarians. 

2. Biweekly delivery of books to high schools. 

3. High-school table reserved in the reference room. 

4. Keservution of material for debates. 

5. ** Introduction slips " to be filled out by high-school librarians and pre- 
sen ted by pupils to the reference librarian. 

With the existing cordial cooperation of school officials and teachers with all 
efforts made by the library, and with about 55,000 children in Washington not 
using the Public Library, there seems to be no limit to the possible growth of 
the work with the schools. Until the longed for branch libraries in each school 
district become realities, with the work having reached its present develop- 
ment, the following plan is submitted as a modus oi)erandi for next year: 

1. Signs advertising the library to be posted in all the schools. 

2. Neighborhood libraries (the books to be deposited and circulated by the 
Public Library) in the Ross (Harvard between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets 
NW.), Cooke, H. D. (Seventeenth Street and Columbia Road NW.), Cranch 
(Twelfth and G Streets SE.), Potomac (Tenth and E Streets SW.), and Hyde 
(O between Thirty-second and Thirty-third Streets NW.) schools, the northeast 
section of the city being already offered library facilities by Rosedale Mission 
and Noel House. 

ii. Story hours to be held in schools in different sections of the city in 
addition to those at the Public Library. 

4. School visiting to include especially the high schools and suburban schools^ 
in the latter book talks and story telling to be an especial feature. 

5. Hook talks, witli direct reference to the respective grades, to be given as 
follows: 

Grades 3 nnd 4, by Miss Bubb, first assistant, chi1dren*s room ; grades 5 and 6, 
by Miss Herbert, childreu*s librarian; grades 7 and 8, by Miss Ross, supervisor^ 
school work. 

(). Carefully complied lists of books which would prove of genuine help to the 
teacher in giving the children a background of the subject studied to be 
distributed. 

Following arc the tables of statistics : 

Children'8'department statistics, July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911. 



• 



Children's- room circulation 119, 26& 

School duplicate circulation : 

Fiction 35.124 

Nonfictioii 35.797 

Approximated record on 335 books 1, (X)6 

Total school circulation 31.926 

Playground circulntlon 1, 127 

Home library 'circulation: 

Fill ion 046 

Nonflction 137 

Totnl home-library circulation 783 

Tenlcy liouse-to-bouse delivery: 
Fiction — 

.Juvenile 241 

Adult 35 

Nonfifiioii, juvenile 54 

Total 330 

Total juvenile circulation 153,435 

Total juvenile registration 3.395 

Fine postals sent 2,243 

ApplJ^'^tlons mailed 2. 949 
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Circulation, by months and classes, July 1, 1910, to June SO, 1911. 

Children*8 Room. 



1910 



July 



Philosophy and religion. . 

BioRTftphy 

History and travel 

Social science 

Natural science 

Useful arts 

Recreations and fine arts. 

Literature 

Periodicals 

Fiction 

Total 

Average daily circulation 



136 
227 
812 
30 
147 
144 
231 
716 
140 
5,671 



8,254 
330 



August. September. 



I 



129 
278 
896 
23 
127 
152 
253 
659 
127 
5,555 



119 
221 
873 
55 
192 
125 
191 
622 
104 
4,547 



8,199 
303 



7.049 
271 



October. 



169 
391 

1.390 
98 
277 
181 
268 
742 
122 

4,862 



8,500 
315 



November. 



219 
AHl 

1.M7 

79 

251 

199 

295 

1,106 
133 

6,096 



10, W6 
416 



December. 



1 



185 
394 
501 

m 

19S 
261 
975 
104 
5.651 



9,527 



Philosophy and religion. . 

Biography 

History and travel 

Social science 

Natural science 

Useful arts 

Recreations and fine arts. 

Literature.! 

Periodicals 

Fiction 

Total 

Average daily circulation 



1911 



January. 



233 

591 

1.881 

70 

273 

280 

323 

1,065 

129 

6, .390 



11,235 
432 



February. March. 



233 
754 

2.061 

72 

304 

263 

299 

1,153 
116 

6.546 



319 
782 

2,714 
101 
457 
345 
340 

1,370 
128 

7,267 



11, .SOI 
492 



13,823 
512 



April. 


May. 


261 


208 


562 


419 


2,098 


1,486 


88 


79 


392 


325 


266 


194 


303 


235 


1,207 


1,039 


108 


126 


6,596 


5,242 


11,881 


9,353 


476 


346 



Jtme. 



TotaL 



159 
367 

1 191 
40 
226 
141 
229 
904 
113 

5.471 



8,841 
340 



2,370 
5,467 

18,853 

811 

3.155 

2.483 

3,228 

11.558 
1,450 

60.894 



119,269 



Peront. 



L99 
4.58 

15.81 

2. 65 

2.08 
2.71 
9.69 
L21 
58.80 



loaoo 



School duplicate collection, September, 1910, to June, 1911, 





1910 


1911 






Sep- 
tember. 


Octo- 
ber. 

954 
40 
24 


Decem- 
ber. 


Janu- 
ary. 


Febru- 
ary. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


ToCaL 


Books lent to schools 

(lass rooms using books 

Buildings 


698 
25 
16 


1,747 1 430 
66 , 19 

28 , 12 

1 

1 


336 
13 
10 


855 
65 
28 


l.lA 
40 
20 


757 
27 
21 


8.917 
298 

151 







Circulation of school duplicates, fiction and nonflction. 





Novem- 
ber, 
1910. 






1911 










Febru- 
ary. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June 


Total. 


Fiction 

Nonaction 


3,385 
3,380 


3.146 
3.132 


378 
361 


3.226 
2.817 


816 
1,325 


4.173 
4.782 


15 124 
15.797 


Total 


i 1 






aO 921 


Estimated » 


1 






1.008 










1 

1 












31,998 



1 In cases where no records were kept. 
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PICTURE COLLECTION AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The supervision of the picture collection and exhibitions have 
been combined with the circulation department. Miss Grace B. 
Finney reports as follows : 

The resources of the library iu pictorial material have been strengthened 
by the purchase abroad of a number of moderate-priced reproductions in 
sepia and white of the old masters of painting in the several schools, post 
cards of artists and their works, musicians, historical personages and leading 
events in their lives, and by gifts of unmounted photographs of foreign cities. 
Several teachers have contributed interesting miscellaneous collections. The 
most valuable addition has been the purchase of material relating to the early 
history of the District of Columbia, including early prints dating from 1807 
of the Capitol, White House, streets, residences, churches, etc. The colored 
pictures of the Canterbury Tales have been found especially valuable for 
class use. 

Publicity has been given to the collection in the monthly educational bulletin, 
the Star, and by the supervisor of school work on her visits to the graded 
and high schools. The schools represented each month in the use of the 
collection were the high and normal and an average of 61 graded and 5 private 
schools. The number of teachers averaged 101 each month. Among private 
Individuals were several artists who made frequent requests for suggestive 
material for illustrating, cartoon work, and sculpture. The art pictures were 
used by clubs and high-school teachers. 

Appreciation of the work by the public-school teachers is frequently ex- 
pressed by notes of thanks returned with envelopes. The requests from 
teachers in the private schools have been fewer in comparison with the 
graded schools. Visiting among these schools will be undertaken the coming 
winter. The demand among Sunday schools and clubs is Increasing. 

It has been the aim the past year to reduce to the minimum the waiting 
list. To do this, constant clipping and mounting have been necessary. With 
the exception of three or four subjects this list has been noticeably reduced. 
As the same subjects are taught twice during the year, the requests kept on 
file during the first part of the year have aided in collecting more material 
to meet the demand for the midwinter season. 

Clipping and mounting have been done this year entirely by the library 
assistants. The object was to give a working knowledge to several assistants, 
any one of whom could be called upon in case of illness or rush of work. The 
filing of requests received after 4 p. m. has been encouraged rather than to 
attempt to fill an order hurriedly when the supervision of the information 
desk was necessary after that hour. By this method time is secured to obtain 
material under obscure headings where the demand has exhausted the material 
under the known heading. Material to meet such requests is always ready for 
the borrower the following -morning. In the case of the high schools and the 
Y. M. C. A., pictures are delivered by motorcycle semiweekly. 

Napoleon, Shakespeare, District of Columbia, Indians, Revolutionary War, 
and Civil War are among the subjects the resources on which have been greatly 
enlarged. Two new filing cases and a cutting machine have added to the 
working equipment 

Upon invitation several newspaper representatives have visited the collec- 
tion and made suggestions for increasing certain lines most useful to them. 

The bird bulletins furnished yearly by the United States Biological Survey 
were received during the migration from February to the middle of May. 
During this period the colored bird pictures illustrated the announcements on 
the bulletin board in the lobby. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

The usual custom of supplementing the lectures given by the Washington 
Society of the Fine Arts by photographs has been followed this year. Dr. 
James P. Haney. the first lecturer, whose subject was " With sketch book in 
Spain," illustrated his lecture by sketching in charcoal and crayon. These 
sketches were placed on exhibition with the photographs, and added to the 
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Interest of the display. The photographs exhibited represented the archi- 
tectural monuments, cathedrals, palaces, and castles of Simin. 

A lecture on " City planning in ancient times " was given by Dr. Mitchell 
Carroll. Numerous views of ancient cities supplemented this address. Interest- 
ing pictures of colonial houses and artistically furnished rooms and halls were 
used in connection with Miss Florence Levy's lecture on American fumilure. 

A creditable display of material was held in the lecture hall during the 
sessions of the History Teachers' Association of the Middle States and Mary- 
land. The old prints of early Washington added to Mrs. EUlen Spencei 
Mussey's talk on ** Historic Washington," while the historical pictures of 
Nai)oleon, his wars and times, showed the extent of the Library's illustrative 
material for use in history teaching. 

The pictures to remain in the cases during the summer months are prints 
in color, sepia, black and white of the Italian and Spanish schools of 
painting. 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE BLIND. 

Miss Esther J. Giflfin, assistant in charge of the work for the blind, 
was during the last fiscal year on the staff of the Library of Congress, 
but ministered to blind readers at the Public Library. She reports 
as follows: 

Since October 20, when the books for the blind were transferred to the Public 
Library, there have been 365 books lent and 279 returned, as follows : 



Months. 



October . . . 
NovcinlxT, 
Doc»>m bt^r. 
January.. . 
Fobnmry . , 
March.... . 

April 

May 

June 



Total. 



Araericau 
Bmillc. 



English 
BnilUe. 



^'^t- tu^djl^^t- 



3 



1 

9 



20 



5 



:\ 



15 



5 
1? 

3 
10 

« 
15 



01 




New York 
point. 



tuS^d. ^°*-' turned. ^'^^ 



12 
1 

4 

9 
1 
1 
4 



45 



3 :. 



2 

3 I 
5 



K> ; 



1 
1 

8 



10 



2 

7 



3 

4 
2 

4 
2 



24 



Re- 
turned. 



Lent. 



1 
2 

2, 
4 

5 



18 



24 

48 
31 
26 
14 
25 
21 
«.» 
46 



244 



Re- 

tumo^l. 



37 
21 
20 
12 
Ifi 
19 
10 
30 



Total 



Lent. 


Re- 
turned. 


.n 


a 


73 


51 


34 


23 


43 


» 


28 


20 


49 


40 


3n 


30 


11 


11 


54 


41 


305 


27» 



The collection of embossed books in 912 titles, 1,409 volumes, is distributed 
as follows: 



Briiillo 

Bn\illo, American. 
Brailk, Ks])'-rantt) 

FoHMTii books 

I.inn tvpt» 



Titles. 



Moon'> ty]M' 

New Vork noint 

Total 



Volumes. 



M 


90 


78 


loa 


15 


2S 


10 


21 


226 


352 


♦ -4 


/ 1« 


446 


m 


912 


!,¥» 







Tlie followiug embossed periodicals are on file: American Braille: Braille 
Transcript (musical), C'liristian Kecord, and Matilda Ziegler Magazine for 
the l^lind. Eiiplisb Bniillo: Channels of Blessings, Daily Mail (weekly edition), 
and riora Jncnnda. Esperanto Braille: Ligilio. French Braille: Tribune d^ 
Aveugles. Moon's type : Moon Magazine. New York point : Catholic Transcript 
for the Blind. Christian Kecord, Free Press, Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the 
Blind, and Weekly Review for the Blind. 
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The collection of embossed music for circulation consists of 35 piano selee* 
ttons, 4 organ selections, and 2 violin pieces, I)e8ide8 odd numbers of musical 
magazines. 

The following letter-press periodicals relating to the blind are on file: The 
Blind, Blinder Freund, Brnllle Reyiew, California News, Florida School Herald,. 
Outlook for the Blind, Rocky Mountain Leader, Utah Eagle, Valentin Hauy, Yon 
Unsem Blinden, Washingtonian. 

The attendance at the entertainments and department for the blind was as. 
follows: 809 blind and 6,416 sighted persons, making a total of 7,225, haye 
attended the volunteer entertainments for the season; also 118 blind and 275 
sighted persons, making a total of 388 persons, have visited the department 
for the blind at the Library of Congress and the Public Library. Totals, 922 
blind, 6,691 sighted persons; grand total, 7,613. 

There have been 10 readings, 7 dramatic readings. 12 lectures, and 32 music 
recitals given by the following volunteers : 

Readers: Thomas Nelson Page, Mrs. Isaac R. Sherwood, Stanley Olmsted^ 
Miss Frances Hagner, Mrs. Henry Farquhar, Mrs. Alexander McNeil, Eidward 
Fowler Dickinson, Mrs. John Milton Gitterman, and E2dward Lowe Temple. 

Dramatic readers: Hon. Geo. A. I^ud, Mrs. Howell Smith, Miss Emavieve 
Rose, Mrs. Frank N. Willis, Miss Victoria Siddons. and Prof. Willoughby Reade. 

Lecturers : Mrs. Wilbur F. Crafts, Dr. Tom Williams, Dr. L. F. Kebler, Mrs. 
James L. Slayden, Miss M. Eleanore Ford, Mrs. Josephine Tlghe, Miss Nettie 
Ix)visa White, Dr. J. B. Clayton, Miss Isabel Goodhue, Edward P. Fitch, George 
F. Bowerman, and James B. Kent. 

Musicians : Sopranos : Mrs. H. Clay Browning, Mrs. Isaac Gans, Miss Marion 
MacFall, Miss A. C. D. Murray, Miss Angela F. Small, Mrs. Hazel Wegner 
Reeder, Miss Mary L. Meyer, Mrs. Ethel Holtzclaw Gtawler, Miss Zoe Miller, 
Mrs. Fannie Atlee Gage, Miss C. L. Corg, Miss Helen Tddd, Miss Roberts, Mrs. 
Walter A. Gibbs, Miss Bertha Hanson, Miss Anita Dietrich, Mrs. Arthur G. 
Dunn, and Mr& William P. Spurgeon. Mezzo sopranos : Mrs. Mab^ Owen 
Beard, Miss Netta Craig, and Miss Hilda Koehler. Contraltos: Miss Catherine 
Bates. Miss Lillian Chenowith, Miss Katherine Lee Jones, Miss E. Louise Pat- 
terson, Mrs. Blanch Muir Dalgleish, Mrs. Ralph P. Barnard, Miss Harrlette 
Whiting, and Miss Elizabeth Leckle. Tenors: McFarland Brockett, W. S. 
Atherholt, Richard P. Backing, and Dr. Hoofnagle. Baritones: Rev. John 
Glushak and Earl Carbaugb. 

Violinists : t'rench S. Hufty, Miss Ruby Stanford, Hobart H. Ramsdell, Miss 
Louise M. Farrow, Wade Beal, £2arle Wagner, Mrs. Rose Maxwell Dickey, 
Frank Mosky, Miss Friede Hanf, and Miss Koechling. 

Pianists: Mme. Marine von Unschuld, Miss Clarine McCarty, Mrs. Isaac 
Gans, Mrs. Kerr, Harry Patterson Hopkins, Mrs. Dorothy H. Baxter, Louis 
Potter, Miss C. L. Grady, Miss Susie Duffy, J. JYancls Germuiller, Miss 
Katherine McNeal, Miss Florence T. Lyon, Miss Harrison, Miss Mary Yonger, 
Franz Boushee. Miss Mildred Reeder, Miss Helen Pyles, Mrs. M. H. Burdette, 
Miss Marie Hanson, William A. Engle. Jr.; Mrs. May Ramsdell, Miss Bessie 
Jeffords, Miss Etta Scbmid, Miss Ethel Tozier, Miss Mabel Roberts, Miss 
Parker, Mrs. Mary S. Parker, Miss May Matthews, Miss Sloru Kamppe, Fulton 
B. Karr, Arthur D. Mayo, Mrs. Susan Yerby, and Miss Adeline Emmert. 

Cellists: Miss Ethel Lee, Paul C. Ramsdell; William S. de Luca, piccolo and 
flute: Miss Pnnsy Cozlin, mandolin; Miss Glennie I^ Tomlinson, mandolin; and 
Dr. W. E. Dlffenderfer, cornet soloist. 

Accompanists: Mrs. Grace Dufour Brown, Mra Earl Carbaugb, Mrs. Hughes, 
Mrs. Georpo Clement, Miss Marguerite O'Toole, Miss Oyster, Mrs. S. Opi)en- 
helmer. Mrs. Elsie Bond Bischoff, Mrs. Swift, Miss Mildred de Luca, and Miss 
Ellen F. Meyer. 

W^histling and singing: Miss Genevieve Small. Miss Jess A. Bloonier, and Miss 
Speer. 

Twenty-nine iK»rsons are copying books in American Braille, English Braille, 
and New York point. The blind copyists have been paid by Mrs. Rebecca 
McMaiius Calfelt. who presents the copied books to the library. The others are 
volunteer copyists. 

LECTURE HALL AND STUDY ROOM USE. 

The following is a record in detail of the various organizations 
using the lecture hall, the speakers, their subjects, and the attendance 
of the public meetings, so far as such records were kept. 
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STUDY-ROOM USE. 

The following is a list of the organizations meeting in one of the 
study rooms, with the nmnber of meetings held : 

Aera Club 6 

Anthropological Society 2 

Capitol Hill Literary Society 1 

Dickens Fellowship 1 

Kmerson Five-foot Study Club '. 11 

Forum 85 

Health and Happiness Club 88 

League of American Pen Women 8 

Boycroft Study Club 16 

Society for Philosophical Inquiry 14 

Society of Applied Arts 20 

Twentieth Century Club sections fi8 

Volunteers* Meeting for Home Libraries 2 

Women's National Press Association 8 

Total 200 

BOOK ORDSR DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Emma Hance, chief of the order department, reports as fol- 
lows on the accessions to the library : 

During the last fiscal year 17,558 volumes were added to the library — ^more 
than ever before in one year. Of this number 10,625 were purchases, 14224 
were gifts, 5,394 were received by copyright transfer from the Library of 
Congress, and 315 were serials bound. The number of books withdrawn was 
6,794; 32 previously counted withdrawn were found, making the net with- 
drawals 5,762. On June 30, 1911, the net strength of the library was 132,878; 
the net increase over last year was 11,796. 

A total of $9,778.56 was spent for books from the following funds: Ck)ngres- 
Bional appropriation, $7,500; desk fund, $2,271.91; Woman's Anthropological 
Society fund, $6.65. The amount spent from the desk fund includes $7fiM3.22 
used to purchase 692 volumes for the duplicate collection. 

Six hundred volumes, including 485 books of new fiction and 115 JuvenUes* 
were reviewed during the year. Of this number 347 were accepted and 253 
rejected. 

Last year 194 books were purchased for library users leaving recommendations, 
and 83 books were hunted up for patrons who had been unable to find the books 
on the shelves and who had left " always out " slips. 

llie receipt of copyright transfers from th& Library of Congress during the 
past year has greatly affected the work of this department Section 59 of the 
copyright law which took effect July, 1909, provided: 

"That of the articles deposited in the copyright ofllce under the provisions 
of the copyright laws of the United States or of this act, the Librarian of Ck)n- 
gress shall determine what books and other articles shall be transferred to the 
permanent collections of the Library of Ck)ngress, including the law library, and 
what other books or articles shall be placed in the reserve coUectlons of the 
Library of Congress for sale or exchange, or be transferred to other govern- 
mental libraries in the District of Columbia for use therein." 

As this library was in this instance considered as one of the " governmental 
libraries in the District of Columbia,** it was thus made possible for the Library 
of Congress to transfer to us many books not needed for Its own use, including 
books in foreign languages. Since December, 1910, when the plan was put into 
actual operation, this library has received 5.714 copyright transfers, of which 
820 were not accessioned. We have been able to estimate the cost of 5,000 of 
these volumes at $5,888.19. It is evident that by this arrangement a great 
deal of very valuable material is being acquired by this library. In f^ct, there 
Is far more at our disposal than can be made available with the present force. 
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Besides purchasing boolcs for the main library, both adult and Juyenile, sob- 
Btantial additions have been made to the school duplicate collection. A begg- 
ing lias been made toward purchasing the iKioks for the Takoma Park branch, 
which is to be opened in the tsdh 

The experiment was tried of buying fk;tion and Jnyenile books from Mr. 
Bmerson, of Philadelphia, in his library binding. This has proved very satla- 
flictory. 

CATALOOUE DEPABTMENT. 

Miss Julia H. Laskey, head cataloguer, reports as follows on the 
work of the cataloguing department : 

The figures for 1910-11 show a marked increase over those of 1909-10. Of 
the 13,044 volumes catalogued, 5,098, or 39 per cent, were new titles, an increase 
of 40 per cent over last year. Of the remaining number, 6^280 were duplicates, 
574 replacements, and 1,092 added volumes of annuals, periodicals, and incom- 
plete sets. The following table gives the record by monthB: 



1010 



July: 



August. I September. 



Volumes shelf listed 

Volumes classified and cata- 
logued 

New titles catalogued 

Parts of books catal(M^ed i 

Oards written and filed i 



1,1A8 


eo9 


l.ORft 


350 


302 


54 


71 





2,256 


705 



751 

38S 

01 



582 



October. 



1,287 

1,111 

880 



4,856 



November. 



816 

878 

341 

50 

4,668 



December. 



861 

TV 

270 

35 

8,603 



Volumes shelf listed 

Volumes classified and cata- 
logued 

New titles catalogued 

Parts of books catalogued 

Cards written and filed 



1 




1011 


, 




Totri. 




1 


1 








January. 

■ 


February.! 


March, i 

1 


AprU. 


May. 
1,152 


Jooa. 




1,576 


1,481 ': 


1,807 : 

1 


1,812 


2,042 


14,881 


1,341 

735 

16 

5,8«2 

1 


1,546 
757 
66 ' 
5.710 


1,801 i 
503 1 
119 

5,351 : 


1,330 

447 

02 

4,542 


1,180 

22 
4,944 


1,200 

643 

47 

7,036 


13.044 

5.0M 

Off 

64,787 



During: the past j-ear 45,5cX) cards were received from the Library of Con- 
gross for the depository catalogue, a number exceeding that of any previous 
year. It was therefore necessary to shift the entire catalogue and to add a 
new section. 

The necessity of providing a separate catalogue for the technological de- 
partment accounts for the large Increase In the number of cards written. 
This catalogue, begun last October, consists of about 30,000 cards. 21,000 of 
which were 4?opled from old entries, while the rest were made for books added 
during tlie progress of the worlc. 

The method of dui)licating by the use of the multlgraph, as mentioned In 
last year's report, was begun in February, and thus far has proved a great 
tiniosavor. We use it not only for catalogue cards, but for making duplicate 
book cards to be lield in reserve until the first cards have been filled up hi 
charging. The advantages are twofold: (1) The multlgraph can be operated 
by a page, thus releasing a trained assistant for more Important work; (2) 
much less time is needed for revision and greater accuracy is assured. 

One of the activities of the year has been the effort to make the catalogue 
more usable and attractive. To obviate useless poring over inches of cazda. 
such live subjects as education, psychology, electricity, and history have been 
change<l from a strict dictionary to a chronological arrangement. The new 
methcxl lias given such general sjitisfaction that we hope to develop it further 
during the coming year. The Insertion Into the catalogue of a plentlfal supply 
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of guide cards now makes it almost impossible for a reader to miss finding 
wbat he seeks. 

Owing to the still unfinished condition of the classification in use in this 
library, the work of revision has been continued under difficulties. The clas- 
sifier has often to expand the system herself, and this consumes much of the 
time which the multiplicity of her duties as head cataloguer makes valuable. 

Prominent among the features of the work outlined for the coming year 
will be the shelf listing and cataloguing of the books for the Takoma Park 
branch, revision of the shelf list and catalogue of the collection of embossed 
books for the blind, the classification and cataloguing of the musical scores 
donated to the library by the Georgetown Orchestra, and the music received 
by transfer from the Library of Congress under the new copyright law. 

IKVENTOBT STATISTICS, 1911. 

The losses for 1911 of adult circulating nonfictlon are less by 1X8 volumes 
than those of the preceding year. It will be noted that of the 693 adult non- 
fiction volumes missing in 1910, 433 were found, leaving 260 actually missing. 
The method of keeping the record of missing books on cards . Instead of on 
ftheots was found to work well, as It was more convenient for searching and 
saved time in copying lists. 



Clsa A. 
CImbB. 

ClMSC. 

ClaasD. 
ClsaE. 
ClMiF. 
ClaasG. 
CImbH. 
Claaal.. 
ClassJ.. 
CImbK. 
Class L. 
ClusM. 
ClMsN. 
ClassO. 
Class P. 
Class Q. 
ClMsR. 
Class S.. 
Class T. 
ClassU. 
Class V. 
Class W. 
ClassX. 
ClassY. 

CiMSZ.. 



Total adult nonflcUon. 



Reference room 

Useful arts department (reference) . 



Total referenoo. 
FioUoD 



Juvenile fiction 

Juvenile nonflction. 



Total Juvenile. 
Urand total... 



1911, in- 
cluding 
those miss- 
ing 1910. 



MiaUng 
2 yean. 



1 

16 
14 

4 
44 
40 i 
48 : 
31 
17 
21 

66 
14 

6 

2 

4 
17 
84 
66 
49 

8 
41 
30 
12 
140 
60 



72 

8 



80 
1.162 



286 
402 



688 



2,760 



1 
6 
3 



20 
7 

14 
7 
7 
4 
3 

23 
6 
3 



1 

6 

32 

26 

16 

4 

6 

8 

2 

37 

22 



280 



MiHillg 

1011. ex- Watag 
cludtaff moTtocmd 
those mbs-j lOU. 
inglOlO. 



28 
6 



83 
6G8 



120 
136 



256 



1,117 



11 

11 

4 

24 

88 

34 

24 

10 

17 

8 

43 

9 

3 

2 

8 

12 

62 

30 

33 

4 

35 
22 
10 
103 
47 



679 



44 

3 



47 
694 



166 
266 



432 



1,652 



1 

15 
6 
1 



16 
16 
11 

4 
10 

s 
1 



3 

S 
38 
16 
33 

3 
36 
30 
11 
108 
30 



433 

9 



9 
290 



19 
48 



67 



799 



In addition 43G volumes were reported missing from the station libraries, 
a total of 92 more than the preceding year. Of these 252 were Action and 18i 
nonflction. 
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BINDEBY DEPABTMENT. 

Miss Elizabeth P. Gray, supervisor of binding, reports as follows: 

The output of the library bindery has been as follows : 



Volumes. 



Books bound: ! 

Binding fund ; 6,713 

Desk fund ; 019 

Duplicate collection bound, desk fund • 555 



Gbst. 



S2, 997.80 
47Bl(X> 
96180 



Totalbound ! 7,187 j 3,730109 

Call numbers gilded i 4,065 1«140 

Magazines prenared for circulation 1,728 iaa96 

Books repairea: • 

Bindlngfund I 1,3T9 1&86 

Desk fund | 15l0(> 

Books reenforoed ' 730 9i.90 



Total expenditure. 



4,35180 



The above table shows the several Items for which the $3,500 congressioiml 
appropriation for binding was spent; viz, binding, gilding, reenforclng current 
magazines, reenforcing publisher's bindings and repairing by the binding con- 
tractor. The desk fund appropriation was expended thus: Four hundred and 
seventy-six dollars for binding the main collection, $262.80 for binding the dupli- 
cate collection, and $15 for repair worlc by direct employment 

Substantial progress has been made in reducing the large accmnulatlon of 
books in the repair room that are awaiting binding. The recent inventory 
shows considerably less than one-half the number of volumes on the shelves 
than were held a little more than one year ago. The timely appropriation from 
the desk fund has thus demonstrated its usefulness by enabling us to return 
to active use books in demand and to avoid the purchase of new volumes to 
take the places of those out of commission. 
' The character of the work has also improved. One process that has con- 
tributed quite as largely as any other to the finished appearance of the 
volume is the introduction of lithograph paper in place of plain manlla for 
end sheets. These are not only more attractive, but the method of constructing 
the three-piece end papers with cambric joints overcomes difficulties experi- 
enced with former reenforcing strips. 

Library buckram has superseded the use of full cloth for many books that are 
little used and for the sides of heavy volumes. The use of imperial morocco 
cloth for sides promises to be most satisfactory. 

Our method of treating pamphlets and current magazines for circnlatiOD 
as described In the June, 1910, number of the Library Journal, brought many 
requests for samples from libraries all over the United States and a few from 
Canada and abroad. 

A small exhibit of our different styles <^ binding was arranged for the 
visiting library schools. This and the demonstration of the several processes 
of the work in the bindery was shown to members of the staff and a few 
outside visitors. 

The number of mutilated or otherwise imperfect books received in the 
repair room during a year has led us to adopt the following plan : When such 
a book reaches us, if we have a second copy and its condition is good and worth 
warrants it, it Is systematically shelved and a record made with the im- 
perfection noted. Before each truck of discarded books leaves the department 
their cards are filed. These are then compared with our records and any desired 
book held up by the page as the books are stamped withdrawn. As It requires 
but a few minutes to compare the cards and records the plan is proving of 
real value and material to perfect books worth from $12 to $15 has sometimes 
been saved from a single lot 

The fiction in the repair room has been arranged in sections and the number 
of copies in the library of the several titles looked up by the apprentice elasa 
so that a closer watch is kept for last copies of out-of-print books and otben 
difficult to replace. 
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Three bnndred magazines have been bound, not quite as large a number 
as last year; but not as much money has been expended in completing seta. 
Among those brought up to date are the Society of Physical Research, Pro- 
ceedings; United States Bureau of Standards Bulletin; Proceedings of the 
Washington Academy of Sciences ; and the Wisconsin University bulletins of the 
Tarious series. 

A file of our library reports has been bound for each member of the board 
of trustees. 

Our overcast sewing has proved so effective that a book once bound rarely 
needs further attention, so true economy consists in rebinding a book as well 
as possible early in its library life. This is especially important if the volume 
contains valuable plates and maps, for if these are not secured by prompt 
binding their loss practically destroys the value of the book. 

Whatever can be saved through binding is a saving in book purchase and 
comes back to the public in a larger number of titles and in increased average 
neatness of the collection as a whole. An increase in the binding fund is 
therefore eminently necessary, not only to bring our binding up to date but to 
enable us to rescue volumes from possible loss as soon as our Judgment warrants 
their rebinding. 

APPRENTICE CLASS. 

In addition to her duties as supervisor of school work, Miss 
Georgette Ross had charge of the apprentice class, on which she re- 
ports as follows: 

The seventh apprentice class was anticipated by a meeting of heads of de- 
partments at which some changes were made in the course previously given. It 
was decided to devote the first month (November) to lectures and study, the 
practice work to begin on December 1. Several lectures, " Professional period- 
icals," " The personal side of library work," etc., were added to the course, and 
the instruction in reference, periodicals, cataloguing, and book selection was 
developed. It was a privilege to count among the lecturers Mr. H. H. B. Meyer» 
chief bibliographer of the Library of Congress, and Mra Neligh, associated hi 
the work of Nelghlwrhood House. 

Of the 22 applicants, 11 were admitted to the class, 4 of whom were appointed 
before April to permanent positions in the library, 1 other having had three 
temporary appointments during the course. On the successful completion of 
the work on April 30. 7 received certificates. It is expected that 3 of this 
number will receive temporary appointments during the summer. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the class this year that in the future the 
course should be lengthened to either 7 or 8 months. After discussion at meet- 
ings of beads of departments held to consider the apprentice class of 1911-12, it 
was decided that the course should be given from November 1 to June 1. It was 
also decided that candidates should be permitted to serve a preliminary appren- 
ticeship of one month (either July or August) during the summer. With this 
end in view the young women graduating from the several high schools were 
addressed on library work as a profession. Of the 5 applicants for the summer 
apprenticeship, 3 were received. 

As a result of each year's experience the apprentice course is improving, and 
it is expected tbat another year will find it more systematized, broader in scope» 
and demanding higher qualifications from applicants admitted. 

PERIODICALS DIVISION. 

Miss Katharine K. Patten reports as follows on the current peri- 
odicals, of which she is in charge : 

The library now receives 517 different magazines and newspapers; 229 dupli- 
cates are taken for circulation and staff use, making a total of 74G magazines 
on file. Of these, 203 are gifts sent for the most part by the publishers. The 
larger number of these gifts are technical and are shelved in the useful arts 
room. The list of magazines on pedagogical subjects and the duplicate copies 
taken for circulation remain the same as last year. 
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In order to secure uiore space in the reading room and also better to protect 
the current numbers, the maga^tnes were moved to the opposite side of the 
room, and those on education were placed in the file with the others. This 
arrangement has proved veiy saUafactory, and apparently the magasineB <ni 
education have more use by the general reader than formerly. 

At the beginning of the year it was decided for the purpose of eooiMMqy to 
discontinue our subscriptions to the various religious denominational weeklies, 
and to have on the shelves only those which could be secured as ^ifta, as a 
number were already being received In this way. A circular letter was eent 
to the publishers explaining th(8. All, with one exception, reeponded jgen- 
erously, so that our list of magazines published by the different religions de- 
nominations remains practically the same. 

The library has made a point for some time of securing copies of dillereDt 
magazines and newspapers published in Washington to be kept on file. We are 
now receiving currently 33 different titles of magazines publiahed in tlie Dis- 
trict of Columbia, outside of the regular Gk>vernment publlcatione. 

The following periodicals are regularly received as gifts: 

Technical periodicals purchased from the Henry Pastor memorial fund. 



American Engineer. 

American Homes and Gardens. 

American Machinist. 

American Medicine. 

American Society of Civil Engineers, 

Transactions. 
Architectural Record. 
Automobile. 
Breeders* Gazette. 
Brickbullder. 
Cassler's Magazine. 
Cement Aga 
Electric Journal. 
Electrician and Mechanic. 
Engineering and Mining Journal. 
Engineering-Contracting. 
EUigineering Magazine. 
Engineering News. 



Engineering Record. 

Gas Engine. 

Horseless Age. 

Ice and Refrigeration. 

Inland Printer. 

International Marine Engineering. 

Iron Age (weekly). 

Keith's Magazine on Home Bnilding. 

Keramic Studio. 

Merchants' Record and Show Window. 

Motor. 

Motor Boat. 

Municipal Engineering. 

Municipal Journal and Engineer. 

Power and Engineer. 

Scientific An^erican and Supplement 

Telephony. 

Woodcraft. 



Periodicals purchaacd from the Woman*s AtUhropoloffical Society fund. 



American Antiquarian and Oriental 

JoiiFDal. 
American Journal of Psychology. 



Psychological Review and BnUetin. 
Records of the Past. 



Periodirah fjiron by the United States Bureau of Education. 



America u Industries. 

American Statistical Association Pub- 
lications. 

Architects and Builders* Magazine. 

Christian Advocate. 

Christian Advocate, Methodist Episco- 
pal Clnirch South. 

Electrical Keview and Western Elec- 
trician. 

Electrical World. 

Enjrineers' Society of Wtjstern Penn- 
sylvania, Proceedings. 



Good Health. 

Harvard Law Review. 

Missionary Herald. 

Musical Courier. 

New Philosophy (Swed«U>org) 

Phrenological Journal. 

Reform Advocate. 

Stenographer. 

Woodworker. 



Othrr pt'Tiodioals regularly received as gifts. 
|T'nle-»s oJh»»rwlH<» stated, they are Kiven by publishers.] 

Advocate of Peace. American Annals of the 

Agricultural Advertising E. A. Fay.) 

Alumni Record. American Blacksmith. 



Deaf. (Dr. 
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American Bottler. 

American Bulletin. 

American Carpenter and Builder. 

American Carpet and Vplxolatery Jour- 
nal. 

American Clay Magazine. 

American Conservation. 

American Drugs^st. 

American Federation Ist. 

American Gas Light Journal. 

American Institute of Architects, Quar- 
terly Bulletin. (Mr. Glenn Brown.) 

American-Japanese Trade Journal. 

American Laundry Journal. 

American Marine Engineer. 

American Medical Association Journal. 
(Mr. J. F. Saul.) 

American Penman. 

American Poultry Advocate. 

American Poultry World. 

American Shoemaklng. 

American Suburbs. 

American Sugar Industry. 

Amerika Esperantisto. (Washington 
Bsperanto Association.) 

Appeal to Baafon. 

Arts »nd Decora tUm. 

Association of Collegiate Alumnn. 
(Mr. G. F. Bowerman.) 

Beach's Magazine. 

Bicycling WoiOd. 

Billboard. 

Boston Ideas. 

Brewer's Journal. 

Brill Magazine. 

British Esperantist 

Brotherhood of liocomotive Firemen 
and Engineers' Maflpeudne. 

Buddhist Review. (Miss Haines.) 

Builder. 

Bureau of Railway Economics, Bulle- 
tin. 

Bureau of Railway News and Statis- 
tics. 

Business. 

Business Education. 

Business Journal. 

Business Philosopher. 

Canal Record. 

Carpenter. 

Carriage Monthly. 

Cat Review. 

Caterer. 

Catholic Book News. 

Cement World. 

Century Path. (Miss Corbln.) 

Chautauquan Quarterly. 

Christian Cynosure. 

Christian Register. 

Christian Science Journal. 

Christian Science Sentinel. 

Clothier and Furnisher. 

Club Woman's Magazine. 

Coming Country. 

Compressed Air. 

Concrete. 



O)ok's American Travder's Oazetta 

Courier, Davos. 

Current Topics. 

Decorative Furnisher. 

Electric Traction Weekly. 

Engraver and Electrotyper. 

Examiner. 

Factory. 

Fleet Review. 

Fly. (Mr. E. H. Young.) 

Forerunner. 

Franklin Institute, Journal of. (Mr. 
E. P. Cowell.) 

Fruit-grower. 

Furniture Magazine. 

Garage. 

General Electric Review. 

Girls. 

Gleanings in Bee Culture. 

Government Accountant (Association 
of American Government Acooont- 
ants. ) 

Grand Rapids Furniture Record. 

Gregg Writer. 

Hardware Dealers' Magazine. 

Helper. 

Herald of the Cross. 

Herald of the Golden Age. 

Hoard's Dairyman. 

Holy Cross Magazine. 

Horseshoer's Journal. 

Horticulture. 

Howard University Journal 

Hub. 

International Bureau of American Re- 
publics Monthly Bulletin. 

International Language. (Mr. W. H. 
Allen.) 

Liberia. 

Living Church. 

Lumber Trade Journal. 

Lutheran Observer. 

Machinists' Monthly Journal. 

Mall Order Journal. 

Marine Journal. 

Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News. 

Merck's Report. 

Metal Worker. 

Mid-Pacific Magazine. 

Mining World. 

Modem Methods. 

Modem Sanitation. 

Modern Sugar Planters' Journal. 

Monthly List of State Publications. 

Monthly Musical Record. 

Monthly Record of Scientific Liter- 
ature. 

Motor Cycle. 

Motorcycle News. 

Motor CJy cling. 

Moving Picture News. 

Moving Picture World. 

National Elngineer. 

National Hibernian. 

National Laundry Journal. 

National Printer Journalist. 
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Nayy. 

New Church league JonmaL 

New-Church Review. 

New York Observer. 

North German Lloyd Bulletin. 

Novelty News. 

Numismatist. 

Office Appliances. 

Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter. 

Opportunity. 

Painter and Decorator. 

Pathfinder. 

Pharmaceutical Era. 

Phonographic Magazine. 

Pitman's Journal. 

Popular Electricity. 

Postal Information. 

Postal Record. 

Practical Electricity. 

Practical ESngineer. 

Print Collectors' Quarterly. 

Progressive Stenographer. 

Public. 

Public Service. 

Publicity Magazine. 

Reliable Poultry Journal. 

Review. 

Sabbath Recorder. 

Sample Case. 

School. 

Scranton Board of Trade Journal. 

Sheet Metal Shop. 

Shorthand Writer. 

Sibley Journal. 

Single Tax Review. 

Soda Fountain. 

South Carolina State Magazine. 

Southern Planter. 

Southern Poultryman. 

Southern Printer. 

Stenm Shovel News. 

Stone. 

Student's Art Magazine. 

Students' Journal. 

Sunday Companion. 



Theosophlcal Quarterly. 

Trades Unionist 

Training School. 

Trinity College Record. 

Typographical Journal. 

United Sytates Army List and War 
Record. 

United States Bureau of Standaids 
Bulletin. 

United States Bureau of Statisdcir 
Bulletin — Steam Roads. 

United States Oongresslonal Record. 
(Senator J. H. Gallinger.) 

United States Crop Reporter. 

United States Dally and Monthly Con- 
sular Reports. 

United States Diplomatic List 

United States Labor Bnlletin. 

United States Monthly I^st of Pobll- 
cations. 

United States Monthly Summary of 
Commerce and Finance. 

United States Monthly Weather Be- 
view. 

United States Patent Office, Alphabeti- 
cal List and Official Qaaette. 

United States Public Docnments Cata- 
logue. 

University Courier. 

University Hatchet 

University of Illinois Bulletin. 

Violin World. 

Volta Review. 

Washington American. 

Washington Evening Star. 

Washington Herald. 

Washington Journal (Wochen-blatt). 

Washington News Letter. 

Washington Post 

Washington Times. 

Water and Gas Review. 

Weekly People. 

Western Monthly. 

Woodworker. 



Libraries regularly sending huUetins. 



Atlanta. Ga., Carnegie Library. 
Boston, Mass., Museum of Fine Arts. 
Boston, Mass., Public Library. 
Brockton, Mass., Public Library. 
Brooklfne, Mass., Public Library. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Pratt Institute Free 

Library. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 
California State Library. 
Cambridge. Mass., Public Library. 
Chicago, 111.. Public Library. 
Cleveland, Ohio., Public Library. 
Detroit, Mich., Public Library. 
Galveston, Tex., Rosenberg Library. 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Public Library. 
Haverhill, Mass., Public Library. 
Helena, Mont., Public Library. 
Holyoke, Mass., Public Library. 



Indiana Public Library ConuniaaiOD. 

Iowa State Library Commission. 

Jacksonville, Fla., Free Public li- 
brary. 

Jersey City, N. J., Free Public Librazy. 

Manchester, England, Public Free li- 
braries. 

Michigan State Library. 

Minnesota Public Library Comminioik 

New Bedford, Mass., Public Llbraiy. 

New Orleans, La., Public Library. 

New York Public Library. 

New York State Library. 

North Carolina Library Commlaaion. 

Norwich, Conn., Otis Library. 

Ohio State Library. 

Omaha, Nebr., Public Library. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Carnegie Library. 
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Portland, Oreg., Library AssociatioxL 
Providence, R. I., Public Library. 
Rockford, 111., Public Library. 
St Louis, Mo., Public Library. 
Salem, Mass., Public Library. 
San Francisco, Cal., Public Library. 
Scranton, Pa., Public Library. 
Springfield, Mass., City Library 

elation. 
Syracuse, N. Y., Public Library. 
Toronto, Canada, Public Library. 



Vermont Library Commlsalon. 

Virginia State Library. 

Waltham, Mass., Public Library. 

Waterbury, Conn., Silat Bronaon LI- 
brary. 

Wllkes-Barre, Pa., Oateriiont Free 
Library. 

Wilmington, Del., Institute Free Li- 
brary. 

Wisconsin Free Library OommissioD. 



BEUBOT LIST OF DONOBB. 

All gifts of books, periodicals, prints, etc., received by the library are formaOj 
acknowledged by post. Such gifts (not including the copyright transfers re- 
ceived from the Library of Congress) comprised last year the following classes 
of material: 3,392 bound and 446 unbound volumes, 8,669 pamphlets, 1,971 
numbers of magazines, 301 pictures, 64 post cards, 34 portfolios, S20 leaflets^ 
19 pieces of music, 106 maps and charts, in addition to one collection of moitfe 
and collection of pictures not separately counted. 

Tho following is designed to be a complete list of individual donors residing 
in Washington, together with a few living outside the city. To give a list of 
all persons, firms, and institutions contributing publications would require many 
pages of this report : 



Abbe, Prof. Cleveland. 

Adams, Mrs. Emma H. 

Adams, Mra Jennie C. 

Adler, H. S. 

Allen, Walter C. 

Andrews, Miss C. El 

Bates, W. H. 

Bayley, Miss Margaret 

Beckert, Frank O. 

Bennet, Hon. William S. 

Borah, Hon. William E. 

Bourne, Hon. Jonathan, Jr. 

Bowerman. Mrs. George F. 

Bradford, E. S. 

Braendle, Fred A. 

Brlnton, Mrs. E. S. 

Carl, H. F. 

Carpenter, C. F. 

Gary, Hon. William J. 

Casey, Col. Thomas L. 

Clapp, E. Dwlght 

Clarke, James H. 

Clephane, Mrs. Lewis. 

Closson, Mr. and Mrs. William B. 

Colbum, A. R. 

Coldren. F. G. 

Craig, Admiral J. E. 

Dacey, J. W. A. 

Davison, Mrs. 

Day, Mrs. Florence W. 

Depew, Hon. Chauncey M. 

Desha, Miss Mary. 

Dobyns, Thomas A. 

Dodge, C. R. 

Domer, H. T. 

Doollttle, Myrlck H. 

Eliot, Dr. Llewellsm. 

Evermann, Dr. Barton W. 

Ewln, James L. 

Fisher, Mrs. S. T. 



Foster, Miss Cora B. 

Gallinger, Hon. J. H. 

George, M. R. 

Goldenwelser, E. A. 

Gonzas, R. H. 

Goulden, Hon. Joseph A. 

Greene, D. D., Rev. S. H. 

Hance, Miss Emma. 

Hartwell, Miss Mary A. 

Hassan, Mrs. A. F. 

Heitmlller, Miss Pauline. 

Henshaw, P. E. 

Hicks, Mrs. M. F. 

Holllngsworth, S. P. 

Hollister, Mrs. Lillian M. 

Hughes, Miss Emma. 

Huidekoper, Mrs. F. W. 

Hunneman, J. C 

lies, George (New York City). 

Ireland, Mrs. Mary El 

Keeler, Mrs. C. O. 

Kendall, Mrs. John B. 

Kleim, Miss L. 

Kurowsky, Mrs. A« T. von. 

liamer, John B. 

Laskey, Miss Julia H. 

Lawrence, Miss Ella F. 

liaws. Dr. S. S. 

liOdge, Hon. H. C. 

I^ng, Miss A. E. 

Ix>omis, John T. 

Lord, Daniel W. 

McCreary, Hon. George D. 

Macrae, Mrs. N. M. 

Magruder. Dr. G. Lloyd. 

Martin, Charles A. 

Martin, Mrs. George D. 

Matteson, William F. 

Merrick. Miss Mary ( ElllcottCity, Md. ) 

Mindeleff, Mrs. Victor. 
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Moore, Hon. J. Hampton. 

Mjers, Miss 0. F. 

Nellgh, Mrs. J. P. 8. 

Newcomb. H. T. 

Newell, Dr. P. H. 

NicbolB, Mi88 Helen G. 

Noyes, Theodore W. 

ODonoghne, Rev. Martin. 

Patten, Miss Katharine K. 

Payne, Hon. Sereno E. 

Plummer, F. G. 

Pratt, Hon. Charlee C. 

Pratt, Miss S. R. 

Raymond, Dr. G4orge L. 

Read, Albert M. 

Relnmiller, G. W. 

Rldg)eway, Dr. Thomas E. 

Russell, b. D,, Rt JEtev. William T. 

Sahm, Lonis. 

fichayer, Mrs. Jnlia. 

Schnring, H. 

Smith, Hon. Samnel W. 



Smoot, Hon. Reed. 
Solberg, Thorvald. 
Stiles, Mrs. A. W. 
Ston^road, Miss Rebeoca. 
Sulser, Hon. William. 
Swindells, Mrs. 8. A. 
Thayer, Hon. Rnfos H. 
Thompson, Miss Amy G. 
Thompson, Engene B. 
Waring, Luther H. 
Warren, Hon. F. E. 
Watrous, Richard B. 
Weeks, Hon. John W. 
Weitzel, Fred W. 
Wilcox, Geo. T. B. 
WilMns, J. E. 
Will, Prof. T. E. 
Willis, Mrs. Flrank. 
Woodward, 8. W. 
Wright, Miss Eleanor B. 
Toung, H. M. 
Young, Hon. Lafayette. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 



Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit herewith a report of my 
receipts and disbursements as treasurer of the Free Pubuc Library 
of the District of Columbia during the fiscal year ended June 80. 
1911 : 



Balance on hand Jnly 1, 1910 $826. 82 

Fines: 

Adult |8, 181. 12 

Juvenile 4ia 28 

Stations 06. 64 

Total , 8, 646. 04 

Duplicate collection 1, 101. 25 

Reserres 88. 68 

Reissued cards 112. 46 

Books lost and injured 108.88 

Sale of catalogues . 67 

Refunds on magazines 8. 78 

Interest on deposit American Security & Trust CJo 20. 07 

Total 6, 497. 60 

Shortage in deposit Sept 2, 1910 .10 

Grand total .^ 6^ 497. 40 

EZFENDITURES. 

Books (main collection) |1,686. 69 

Books (duplicate collection) 7Sa22 

Periodicals 1, 046. 68 

Reblndlng books (main collection) 476.00 

Rebinding books (duplicate collection) 244.47 

Reblndlng books, wages 29. 00 

Traveling expenses 72. 15 

Membership fees in learned societies 60. 00 

Reimbursing emergency fund 76. 00 

Post cards 200.00 

Premium on bond of treasurer 6. 26 

Pictures J 62.70 

Auditing books (covers several years) 20.00 

Miscellaneous 6. 80 

Total 4, 649. 86 

Balance on hand June 30, 1911 947.63 

6, 497. 49 

Donation fund, including Henry Pastor memorial fund and Woman^s Anthropo^ 

logical Society fund, 

George F. Bowerman, Treasurer, 

IN ACCOUNT WITH THE PUBLIC LIBRART. 
Cb. Dm. 



1910. 
Julv I 
Nov. 4 

1911. 
Jan. 7 
Apr. 11 

May 8 



To balance in hands of treasurer 

To check, Washington Sanitary Ira 
provomont Co 

To check, James T. Du Bols 

To chock, Washington Sanitary Im 

provement Co 

Tocheck, Mrs. L. O. Austin 

To credit, interest on deposit 

Total 




Expended for membership fiees In 
associations 

Expended for periodloals 

Expended for books 

Expended for transportation of 
books 

Total 

June 30, by balance in hands of 
treasurer 

Total 



tuor 

115.90 
ft.ft6 

&fiO 



144.02 
236l23 



38a 26 



61 



62 
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IN ACCOUNT WITH THE HENRY PASTOR MEMORIAL FUND. 



Cb. 



Dl. 



1910. 
JolT 1 

1911. 
Jan. 7 



To balance in luuids of traaforar 

To check, James T. Dn Bols 

Total 



fsasi 
fiaoo 



loaai 



Expended for periodicals 

June 30, by balance in hands of 
isuier 

Total 



SBAQO 
M 



loan 



IN ACCOUNT WITH THE WOMAN'S ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY FUND. 
Cb. Db. 



1910. 
July 1 
Nov. 4 

1911. 
Apr. 11 



To balance in hands of treasurer 

To check, Washington Sanitary Im- 
provement Co 

do 

Total 



l2gL61 
26^00 
2&00 



79.51 



E3q>ended for membership fses. .. 

Expended for periodicals 

Expended for books 

Total , 

June 30, by balance in hands of 
treasorer 

Total , 



9iXV! 
l&fO 



8&0 

an 



7ft 51 



SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

Congressional appropriations furnish the principal maintenance 
funds for the library. They are disbursed on pay rolls and Youchers 
audited by the District auditor. A complete financial statement of 
the library should combine these appropriations and the funds con- 
trolled by the library trustees. Except as otherwise provided by law 
all congressional appropriations revert unless expended within the 
fiscal year for which they are made. That is true of all the libraiy 
appropriations for the past year and there are therefore no balances 
ox these funds to carry forward. In the following summary are com- 
bined the receipts and expenditures from the appropriations and 
from the desk and donation funds : 



Congressional appropriations : 
Salaries — 

Regular roll |S9, 440. 00 

Sunday and holiday roll 1, 700. 00 

Employment of substitutes 1, 000. 00 

For books 7,500.00 

For binding 8, 500. 00 

For contingent exi>en8es 8,000.00 

161, 140. 00 

Desk fund : 

Balance June 30, 1910 828. 82 

Receipts, including interest and refunds on maga- 
zines 6, 171. 17 

Donation fund : 

Balance June 30, 1910 266. 87 

Receipts, including interest 114.88 

Total library funds 6, 877. 74 

Total receipts 67,017.74 
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EXPEZn>ITUBEB. 

Salaries $42,140.00 

Books 0, 778. 56 

Babscrlptions to periodicals 1, 162. 48 

Membership fees, learned societies 62. 97 

Binding 4, 249. 47 

Contingent expenses 8, 440. 40 

Total expenditures $65,888 88 

Balance June 80, 1911 1^83.86 



67,017.74 

Respectfully submitted. 

George F. Bowermak, Treasurer. 

The Board of Trustees of the Free Pubug Librart. 



APPENDIX. 



The Public Library of the District of Columbia was created by act 
of Congress approved June 3, 1896, as follows : 

AN ACT To cstablisb and provide for the maintenance of a free public Ubrary and re«Slnf 

room m the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. That a free public library and reading 
room is hereby established and shall be maintained In the District of Golumbiat 
which shall be the property of the said District and a supplement of the public 
educational system of said District All actions relating to such library, or for 
the recovery of any penalties lawfully established in relation thereto, shall be 
brought in the name of the District of Columbia, and the commissioners of the 
said District are authorized on behalf of said District to accept and take title 
to all gifts, bequests, and devises for the purpose of aiding in the maintenance 
or endowment of said library ; and the commissioners of said District are far- 
ther authorized to receive, as component parts of said library, collections of 
books and other publications that may be transferred to them. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the 
District of Columbia shall be entitled to the privileges of said library, inclnding 
the use of the books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, sub- 
ject to such rules and regulations as may be lawfully established in relation 
thereto. 

Sec 3. That the said library shall be in charge of a board of library trustees, 
who shall purchase the books, magazines, and newspapers, and procure the 
necessary appendages for such library. The said board of trustees shall be 
composed of nine members, each of whom shall be a taxpayer in the District of 
Columbia, and shall serve without compensation. They shall be appointed by 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and shall hold office for six 
years: Provided, That at the first meeting of the said board the members sliall 
be divided by lot into three classes. The first class, composed of three members, 
shall hold office for two years; the second class, composed of three members, 
shall hold office for four years; the third class, composed of three members^ 
shall hold office for six years. Any vacancy occurring in said board shall be 
filled by the District Commissioners. Said board shall have power to provide 
such regulations for its organization and government as It may deem neceeaary. 

Sec 4. That the said board shall have power to provide for the proper care 
and preservation of said library, to prescribe rules for taking and returning 
books, to fix, assess, and collect fines and penalties for the loss of or Injury to 
books, and to establish all other needful rules and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the library as the said board shall deem proper. The said board of 
trustees shall appoint a librarian to have the care and superintendence of said 
library, who shall be responsible to the board of trustees for the impartial 
enforcement of all rules and regulations lawfully established in relation to said 
libniiy. The said librarian shall api>oint such assistants as the board shall 
deem necessary to the proper conduct of the library. The said board of library 
trustees shall make an annual report to the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia relative to the management of the said library. 

Sec 5. That the said library shall be located in some convenient place in the 
city of Washington, to be designated by the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia upon the recommeudatlon of the trustees of said library: Provided^ 
That In any ninnicii)al bnlUlinK to be hereafter erecteii in said District, suitable 
provision shall be made for said library and reading room sufficient to accom- 
modate not less than one hundred thousand volumes. 

G4 
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* RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

The following are the regulations for the organization and govern- 
ment of the board of library trustees of the Free Public Library and 
reading room in the District of Columbia, constituted by act of Con- 
gress approved June 3, 1896 : 

^Vrticli-: I. The board of trustees slinll hold regular meetings on the second 
Friday of each mouth, at an hour and place to be designated by the trustees. 

Abt. II. The president of the board may, and on request of three members 
shall, call a special meeting, of which three days' notice in writing, and specify- 
ing the object of the call, shall be given. No other than business relating to 
such specified object shall be transacted at such special meeting. 

Art. III. At the regular meeting in January of each year, which shall be 
called the annual meeting, the ollicers of the board shall be elected, except the 
librarian. 

Abt. IV. Notices of all meetings shall be mailed to every member of the 
board three days previous to the time of such meetings. 

Art. V. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. VI. The officers of the board shall consist of a president, a vice president, 
a secretary, and a librarian, who shall also act as treasurer and assistant secre- 
tary of the board. At each annual meeting the board shall elect by ballot from 
its own number a president, a vice president, and a secretary, who shall hold 
their offices for one year and until their successors are chosen. A majority of 
the votes cast shall elect. 

Art. VII. Any vacancy occurring in these offices shall be filled at any regular 
meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, by election, as aforesaid. 

Abtf. VIII. At the regular meeting in June of each year the board of trustees 
shall elect by viva voce a librarian to serve for the fiscal year beginning with 
the 1st day of July subsequent to said election. It shall require a majority 
of the whole board to elect a librarian, and he shall at all times be subject to 
removal for cause by a two-thirds vote of the whole board of trustees. 

Art. IX. It shali be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of the 
board, to appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, and to sign all 
I)tiper8, commnnicatious, and instruments which may require his official signa- 
ture. He shall also, in conjunction with the librarian, prepare for the consid- 
eration and approval of the board, at its October meeting of each year, the 
annual reiwrt of the board required by the organic act. He shall exercise a 
general supervision over the alTairs of the library and shall be ex officio a mem- 
ber of all committees. 

Art. X. In the absence of the president, the vice president shall preside at aU 
meetings o^ the board, and shall generally discharge all duties of the president 
in case of the hitter's absence from the city or inability to act, or in case of a 
vacancy occurring in the office of president. 

Art. XI. The duty of the secretary is to keep a neat, exact, and permanent 
record of the meetings of the board, to have the custody of the records and 
general papers of the board, and to perform the other functions usual in his 
office. The duty of the librarian as assistant secretary of the board shall be to 
keep the formal minutes of the meetings of the board under the supervision of 
the secretary, and to prepare the same in form for submission to the secretary, 
and, in the absence of the secretary, to act as secretary of the board. The 
duties of the librarian as treasurer of the board shaU be to keep the financial 
account of the library, and to lay before the board at each regular meeting a 
statement of the amount in the treasury to Its credit. He shaU have the cus- 
tody of all moneys and accompanying papers of the board, and shall deliver 
the same to his successor ui)on the termination of his term of office. All pay- 
ments of any sums in the custody and control of the board shall be made by 
checks of the librarian, countersigned by the president of the board. He shall 
give bond to the board in the i)enal sum of ^2,500 for the faithful performance 
of his duties in connection with the custody and disbursement of money. 

Art. XII. The duties of the librarian shall be as follows: To take cliarge of 
the library and reading room, and he shall be responsible for the care and safety 
of the books and other public proi)erty contained therein ; to submit to the board 
of trustees, and to the proper committees, measures for securing the proi)er 
management and fullest efficiency of the library and reading room; to obtain 

17047—11 5 
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for the library public documents of all kinds, ns well as the publications <»f 
libraries, library associations, and other bodies whose proceedings and reports 
may afford information of value to the board or the users of the library: to 
keep carefully arranged for the use of the board lists of new books and publi- 
cations, both American and foreign ; to prepare for the use of the board lists of 
books and periodicals required to complete sets, to fill out such deixartments 
as are deficient, and to supply the place of books which have been lost; to keep 
a list of all books and publications donated to the library, stating the name and 
residence of the donor and date when received; to classify and arrange all 
books and publications as soon as received, and to keep the same catalogued 
according to such plan or plans as may be approved by the board; to report 
promptly all fiagrant cases of theft, mutilation, or injury of books and period- 
icals; to be responsible for the preservation of order in the rooms, and to be 
present, so far as may be practicable, in the library during library hours; to 
exercise control over the library and reading room, and all employees of the 
board, and to promptly report to the trustees any delinquency on the part of 
the employees; to keep exact and detailed accounts of all moneys received from 
fines and other sources, and report the Bume monthly to the board at the reguhir 
meeting; to submit monthly a report of all books added to and loaned by the 
library; to prepare and submit to the board an annual report, giving a full 
account of the working of the library during the fiscal year : to discharge such 
other duties as fall within the province of librarian and mny from time to time 
be prescribed by the board. 

Abt. XIII. The standing committees of the board shall be as follows, each con- 
sisting of three members, to be appointed by the president: A committee on 
bo<»ks. on finance, on employees, on buildings, on rules, and on bookbinding and 
printing. 

Art. XIV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on books and the libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the selection, purchase, and ex- 
ehange of books and periodicals, the sale and exchange of duplicates, and of 
all old magazines and papers not kept for filing and binding: and said commit- 
tee shall make written recommendations to the board as to all matters referred 
to it. It shall be the duty of this committee to examine from time to time the 
books in the library, and to temjwrarily, pending the order of the board, exclude 
from circulation any and all books which it may deem offensive to good morals, 
and promptly after such action rci)ort the same to the board for its action. No 
purchase of books or periodicals to an amount exceeding ^100 shall be made 
except by authority of the board — entered ui)on its record — and all purchaFes 
made under this rule shall be reported to the board at its next meeting. 

Abt. XV. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on finance shall be re- 
ferred all matters relating to the library funds and all claims, and It shall audit 
all accounts. Including the reiwrt of the librarian, provided for in Article XI. 
and if such claims, accounts, and reports are correct certify them to the board, 
and In any event report thereon with their recommendation. 

Art. XVI. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on employees and libra- 
rian shall be referred all matters relating to the appointment, control, and re- 
muneration of employees of the librarj'. who shall report thereon to the board 
for Its action ; and all matters relating to the appointment, control, and re- 
muneration of the librarian shall be referred to said committee for Its report 
to the board for its action there<m. 

Art. XVII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on buildings shall 
be referred all matters relating to the rental, construction, alteration, repair, 
furnishing, heathig, and lighting of the building and branch buildings to be 
used for the purpose of the library for its report and recommendation. 

Art. XVIII. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on rules shall be 
referred all matters relating to the rules for the government of the board, and 
to the same conmiittee and the librarian shall be referred all matters relating 
to the government of the library and its employees, who shall promptly report 
thereon, with recommendations for the action of the board. 

Art. XIX. Unless otherwise ordered, to the committee on bookbinding and 
printing shall be referreil all matters relating to the binding and repair of 
bor)ks, the arrangement, |)rinting. sale, and disposition of catalogues and find- 
ing lists, and statistics of circulation, and all matters relating to stamps, plates, 
labels, printed forms nsetl in the lil)rary, and publications or printed matter 
issued by authority of the board, for its rei)ort and recommendation. 

Art. XX. In addition to the above, such special committees may from tUne 
to time be appointed as the board at its regular meeting shall direct. 



BEPOBT OF BOABD OP TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBBABT. 67 

Abt. XXI. All reports of the committees shall be in writing and signed bj 
the proper committee. A majority of any committee shall constitute a quomm 
thereof for the transaction of business. 

Abt. XXII. The order of business at regular meetings of the board shall be: 

(1) Call of roll. 

(2)' Reading of the minutes. 

(3) Reports of officers. 

(4) Reports of standing committeea 

(5) Reports of special committees. 

(6) Reading of communications. 

(7) Presentation of claims. 

(8) Election of officers, when proper. 

(9) Unfinished business. 

(10) New business. 

Abt. XXIII. No money in the hands of the treasurer of the board shall be 
drawn from the treasury unless by special authority of the board, except in the 
case of the purchase of books, not exceeding $100 in Talue, as provided !■ 
Article XIV. 

Abt. XXIV. None of these regulations shall be amended until the said amend- 
ments have been proposed in writing to a regular meeting of the board, where- 
upon the succeeding regular meeting shall act upon such amendments, and a 
majority vote of the whole board of trustees shall be required to adopt suck 
amendments. 

BEOULATIONS POB USE 07 LECTTTBE HALLS. 

The public use* of the library's lecture halls shall be confined to such free 
public lectures and discussions as are clearly designed to foster interest in 
education, literature, history, art, science, and general civic improvement and 
the like, and the books in the library relating thereto. All such public lectures 
and discussions shall be nonpartisan, nonsectarlan, and popular In scope, and 
general public attendance shall t>e invited by advance announcements and 
invitations through the local press. It is not designed to use the lecture 
halls for meetings of private organizations, or for lectures or discussions that 
are likely to attract few auditors or to provoke controversy. 

Applications for permission to use the lecture halls shall be addressed to 
the board of library trustees in writing and shall set forth the facts concern- 
ing the nature of the proposed lecture or discussion and pledges that these 
rules will be fully compiled with. Each application must, before consideration 
by the trustees, bear the Indorsement of the librarian that the hall Is free for 
the date specified and that the proposed use seems to conform wlh the pur- 
pose of these rules. Such applications shall be acted upon by the board at 
regular meetings, on favorable report from the committee on building. In 
emergency cases, however, where a lecture hall Is needed In advance of the 
next meeting of the board, the president Is authorized to grant the requested 
I permission If the written application for snch use Is presented in due form, 
with the unqualified indorsement of the librarian and three members of the 
committee on building. 

In addition to the strictly public use of the lecture halls by outside organ- 
izations, the librarian is authorized, at his discretion, to grant the nonpublic 
use of the lecture halls or other suitable library rooms. to the District of Co- 
lumbia Librarj' Association and to organizations and groups of public school 
teachers, and to use any of the library rooms for invited audiences, in cases 
where the meetings are directly conducted by the library as part of Its educa- 
tional work. Such meetings would Include the readings and entertainments 
for the blind, children's story hours, etc. 

BEOTILATIONS POB USE OF STUDY BOOMS. 

Resolved, That It Is declared to be the policy of the library trustees to confine 
the public use of the library's study rooms to the use by individuals or groups 
of Individuals as places of quiet study. That, In accordance with this iwllcy, 
the librarian is authorized to afeslgn such study rooms to Individuals, commit- 
tees, or clubs for limited periods, in order that such Individuals, committees, or 
clubs may better avail themselves of the resources of the library by having 
books, periodicals, etc., sent to such study rooms on request. That such study 
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rooms shall not be used by clubs having a re&:ular order of business or any pro- 
grammes that are not closely connected with the study of the books and 
I>erlodicals of the library. 

LIBRARY RULES. 

The following are the rules adopted for the government of the use 
of the library, as amended to the date of tHe publication of this 
report : 

Article 1. The central library sliall be oi)en for the delivery and return of 
books and for reading and reference every week day from 9 a. m. to 9 p. ui.. 
July 4 and l^ecomber 25 excepted. The central library shaU be open for read- 
ing and reference every Sunday from 2 to 9 p. m. 

Art. 2. All ]>orson8 who are [)enuanent or temiwrary residents of the District 
of Columbia, including as temi)orary residents those who have regular bui<Inef)S 
or employment in the District, shall be entitled to the privileges of the lil>rary, 
including the use of books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, 
by signing the proi)er application and agreement. Applications must be signed 
in i)erson at the library and must Ive renewed every three years. 

AuT. 3. Minors under 18 years of age will be required to furnish the written 
consent and guaranty of parent, guardian, or some person satisfactory to the 
lH)rarian. 

Art. 4. Temporary residents not owning real estate or regularly employed or 
doing business in the District of Columbia shall furnish a guaranty of some 
resident satisfactory to the librarian, or shall, at the discretion of the librarian, 
make a deposit of $5, this sum to be increase<l, if in the opinion of the librarian, 
the value of the books borrowed exceeds that sum. On surrender of cards 
Issued on such deiK)sits, the sums so de()osited shall, after deducting uni)aid 
charges or cost of replacing books lost or damaged, be refunded. 

Art. 5. Each i)erson entitled to draw books from the library will be supplied 
with two cards inscribed with his or her name, residence, and register number. 
These cards must be presented whenever a book is taken, returned, or renewed. 
If lost, cards will be replaced uiK)n payment of 10 cents after seven days. Im- 
UMMliato notice of a change of residence must be given at the library. The reg- 
istcrtnl liolder of a card is In all cases rosp<»nsll>Ie for books drawn by means of 
the card, by whomsoever presented, and for all charges accrued on the same. 
I{<M>ks and magazines may not be transferred from one reader's canl to another. 
No card shall be lent outside the household of the holder. Both reader's cara 
and book are stanjpt*d with tiie date they are due. 

Art. 0. One book may be talvcn out at a time on each card and retained two 
wocks (except tlios<» labeled " SeVon-day book"). Two or more volumes, if of 
th(» sjinie book, will bo considered as one lMM)k. They may be renewed once for 
the same period, unless reserved by other persons In the meantime. A magazine 
may be drawn on a white card in addition to a book. Books of recent purchase, 
very jwpular books, and current magazines are called *' Seven-day books.'' 
(Tlieso hooks have the notice on the in.slde and outside cover, and may not be 

renewed. ) 

Art 7. P»ooks nuiy bo renewed by mail l»y sending the reader's card (on which 
the book was drawn), tbe author and title of the book, and the call number. 
wlilrh will be found on the porkot on the back cover of the book. If the returii 
of the cards is desireil, a s'»lf-ad4lressed stamped enveloiw should be inclosed. 
B(K)ks m.iy not be r**newed by telephone. After one renewal a book may not be 
taken out i\iii\\\\ l)y the same borrower or by any other member of the same 
I'.ouseliold until it has reniaim^l on the library shelves for 24 hours. 

Art. S. Any I>ook in tlie lilirary « except llction and seven-day books) may be 
res<Mved by tli(» payment of 2 cents. Pay duplicate copies of new fiction may 
also bo reserved. 

Art. 0. TJooks of referenc*^ and those deemed by the library committee or 
librarian misuitable for general circulathai shall not be loaned for home use 
exrept uiH>n sp(H*ial iH^rmission of the committee or librarian. Such books will 
be design:it<'d in printed catalogues by the abbreviation " Ref." and in card 
catalogues by the words ** Keference hook, tloes not circulate" 8tami>ed on the 
face of the card. 

Art. 10. A charge of 2 cents a d?«y for each book will be made for books kept 
overtime. No charge will he made for days (»n which the library Is not open 
for the circulation of books for honi»' use. Horrowers must take notice of the 
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expiration of the time allowed. After five days' delinquency a notice will be 
sent At the expiration of two weeks from the date the l)ool( is due (if it Is 
not returned) a messenger will be sent for it, who shall have authority to col- 
lect the amount incurred and an additional fee of 20 cents for such messenger 
service. .No claim to exemption can be established because of failure of any 
notice to or from the library. No boolt will be delivered to persons allowing 
such charges to remain unpaid. Whenever a borrower will not pay such 
charges as may be against him, his guarantor will be held responsible. 

Abt. 11. Books are not to be exchanged the same day they are taken out, 
unless mistakes have been made by the library attendants. 

Art. 12. If any borrower lose or materially injure a book, paper, or magazine 
belonging to the library, he shall pay the cost of replacement. If the book so 
lost or injured be part of a set, he shall pay for the entire set, and may there- 
upon receive the remaining volumes as his property. A book retained for more 
than four weeks shall be considered lost, and the person detaining it shall, In 
addition to accrued fines, pay the full cost of replacing such book. 

Art. 13. A neglect to comply with any of these rules shall work a forfeiture 
of the privileges of the library. 

Art. 14. Teachers' cards may be issued, on which 10 books other than fiction, 
relating to their work in school, may be drawn at a time and retained 28 days 
without renewal. Normal-school students* cards may be issued, on which 5 
books, other than fiction, relating to their work in school, may be drawn at n 
time and retained 28 days without renewal. Books issued on teachers' and 
normal-school students* cards are subject to recall if required by other readers. 

Art. 15. The librarian may. at his discretion, cause to be issued special- 
privilege cards, entitling readers who satisfy him of their need for such special 
privileges to 10 or more books, other than fiction and recent purchases, for use in 
pursuing courses of reading. Such privileges may be withdrawn at any time 
at the discretion of the librarian. 

Art. 16. Works of special rarity and value shall be consulted only at the 
discretion of the librarian. 

Art. 17. The reader's card must be surrendered at the library when the 
holder ceases to be a resident of the District of Columbia. 

Art. 18. No library book or periodical shall be removed from the building 
without formal record. 

Art. 19. All books and periodicals belonging to the library may be used in the 
library building by any suitable person, in such places and under such conditions 
as may be prescribed by the oflicer in charge of the reading room or of the de- 
partment to which the book belongs. In all cases such books, periodicals, and 
other works must be returned to the desk before the borrower leaves the room 
where they are used. 

Art. 20. The use of inks is not permitted in the reading rooms. Writing in 
books or marking the same is strictly prohibited under penalty of law. 

Art. 21. No dogs or other animals shall be permitted in the building. 

Art. 22. The use of tobacco, or the eating of viands of any kind, and <ill con- 
versation or other conduct inconsistent with the quiet and orderly use of the 
library are prohibited in all parts of the library building. 

Art. 2.1. Men and boys shall remove their hats and remain uncovered within 
the building. 

Art. 24. These rules may be amended by a vote of a majority of the trustees 
at any regular meeting of the board. 

SECTION 849, TTKITED STATES REVISED STATTITES. 

Stealing or injuring books, and so forth. — Any person who shall steal, wrong- 
fully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy any book, pamphlet, or manu- 
script, or any portion thereof belonging to the Library of Congress, or to any 
public library in the District of Columbia, whether the property of the United 
States or of the District of Columbia or of any individual or corporation in said 
District, or who shall steal, wrongfully deface, injure, mutilate, tear, or destroy 
any book, pamphlet, document, manuscript, print, engraving, medal, newspaiwr, oV 
work of art, the property of the United States, shall be held guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, when the offense is not otherwise 
punishable by some statute of the United States, be punished by a fine of not 
less than ten dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment 
for not less than one month nor more than one year, or both, for every such 
offense. 
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District of Columbia Library Association 26 

Du Bois, James T. (Pastor fund) 61, 62 

Duplicate pay collection 15 

Education, Bureau of 23 

Endowments needed Front cover. 

Estimates 7-12, 27-29 

Eveniii|i[ Star Newspaper Co 23 

Exhibitions 21, 47, 48 

Fiction circulation 13, 15 

Friendship House station 38 

Georgetown station : 36, 37 

Gifta 23, 56-60 

Home libraries 14, 17, 42, 43 

House-to-house deliveries 18, 42-44 

lies, George, gifts 23 

Industrial department 16, 17, 40-42 

Information desk 34, 35 

Inventory statistics 53 

Law creating library 64 

Law, stealing and injuring books 69 

Lecture hall use 20, 21, 49, 50, 67 

Librarian's report 13-29 

Library of. Congress 6, 13, 22, 23, 24, 51 

Library schools 25 

Loomis, John T., gifts 23 

Multigraph 24 

Municipal library expenditures, comparison 11 

Neighborhood House station 36 

Noel House station 36 

Open shelves 33 

Order department 21-23, 51, 52 

Pastor, Ilenry, memorial fund 23, 61, 62 
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